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‘GOD BLESS AME 





vv 


Radio Squirrel Cage 





» 
Freelance radio program producer and agent last week expressed 
himself as getting more and more perplexed by the antics and think- 
ing of the ad agency business, Here’s how he put it: 


‘The agencies keep saying what radio needs is new ideas. 
bring them a new idea, they want something that has been tested. 


If you 
If 


you give them something that’s been tested, they turn it down with the 
remark that they don’t want something that has been used.’ 








Early, Important Musical Influx 
To B way Seen; Jolson, Ed Wynn 


Musical shows will be important 
fare rather early in the forthcoming 


+ 


season of 1940-41, according to in- 
dications. A flock of such attrac- 
tions were expected on Broadway | 
during spring, though the promise 
was not entirely fulfilied. Some) 
names did arrive, but two of the 
shows bowed to n.g. boxoffice con- 
ditions and suspended until next 
month 

Brace of names to head the early 


musicals are Al Jolson, whose ‘Hold 
On to Your Hats’ opened a summer 
date at the Grand, Chicago, Sunday 
(14) to sell-out business, and Ed 
Wynn, who is readying a revue after 


beiag off the boards for about two) 


years, His show will be named ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,’ previously 
titled ‘The Funnies.’ 

Jolson is reported angling for the 
Winter Garden, where he scored so 
strongly years ago, but ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ is still in the chips and is likely 
to play there through fall. ‘Hats’ is 
likely to wind up at the 44th Street, 
where the warbling comedian also 
lid plenty well some years 
Georgie Hale, co-producer of ‘Hats,’ 
is planning a musical on his own, to 
pen on Broadway about same time 
as Jolson 

Lew 


igo 


Brown and Ray Henderson, 
(Continued on page 45) 


Hardwicke States 
Chaplin May Appear 


} 
| 
| 
| 


In Brit. Charity Pic 


Montreal, July 16 
is that Charlie Chaplin 
among those to ap} 
the all-star, all-British production to 
be made in Hollywood for the bene- 
fit f the British Red Cross. accord- 
ing to Sir Cedric Hardwicke, here 


P 


may 


ssibility 
De 


ennea!: im 
ApeiCal mt 
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Vallee Still Yens To | 


Be a Film Producer 





Rudy Vallee’s idea of becoming a 
film producer on the Republic lot, | 


which was hot when he was with- 

° . | 
out a radio show last winter, is pond 
dead, merely slumbering, the or-| 


chestra leader declared in New York 
Monday (15). He may again look | 
into picture possibilities when he re- | 
turns to the Coast in the fall. 

Vallee is currently at the Strand, | 
Me Be 





Switchboard Girls. 
Give Out Music, 


Also Some Banter 
| 


San Antonio, July 16. 
Local patrons of night spots now 
yrder their selections in clubs by 
lropping their nickel in the phono- 
graph and telling ‘Betty,’ the girl in 


| the juke-box, what selection they 
| desire What’s more, the _ voice 
| banters with the customer and then, 
with a pleasing ‘thank you,’ starts 
the record rolling 

From special studios in the United 
Amus. Co. here, through specially 

(Continued on page 47) 


to make personal appearances at the | 
first runs in connection with the Ca- | 


Nadian Motion 
‘Win the War’ 
night (15). 
Though pretty well tied up at the 
moment, presumably putting finish- 
ing touches to ‘The Dictator,’ Chap- 
lin intimated to Sir Cedric that 
there was a g00d chance he would 
be able to find time somehow for 
the British film. Others scheduled 
to have prominent roles in the 
film, proceeds of which are to 


Picture 


campaign Monday 


80 to the British fund, are Laurence 
Vivien Leigh, Ronald Colman, 
Aherne, | 


Olivier, 
ee Laughton, Brian 
erle Oberon and Greer Garson. 


Industry's 


EVEN CHORUS GIRLS 
CET THE WPA HABIT 


Dance in the small-time 


-tacare 
stagers 


|niteries around New York are hav- 
ing problems getting chorus girls. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Chief complaint is that the chorines 
are turning down work because 
they're receiving unemployment 
compensation from the state, which 
is as high as $16 per week for 16 
weeks. 

Chorines in the lesser spots usual- 
ly get only $25, or even less, per 
week, For the slight difference pe 
week between a nitery salary and 
the states’ remittance, they figure 
they’d rather lay off. 

Especially in the summer. 





|! about 





RICA’ A SAGA 





IRONIC ABUSE OF 
IRVING BERLIN 


. 











Song, Unplugged Apart 


‘Little Bit of Heaven’ 





From Kate Smith Buildup, | 
Both a Big Seller and a! 
New National Anthem—| 
All Royalties Set Aside for 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 


| 


8c ROYALTY, TOPS 


By ABEL GREEN | 


New York-hating midwesterners 
have recently been lambasting song- 
writer Irving Berlin because of the 
restrictions imposed on ‘God Bless 
America.’ Last week a committee 


composed of Col. Theodore Roose- 
velt, Gene Tunney and Herbert 
Bayard Swope revealed that | 


from the very first day the song be-| 
gan to sell and took on the charac: | 
teristics of a new national anthem, |! 
Berlin had donated to charitable 
purposes every cent of his royalties, 
and that the royalties had been 
raised solely to increase the size of 
the charitable fund. Berlin remained 
silent during all the sarcastic news- 
paper editorials and other abuse, di- 
rectly or indirectly aimed at him, be- 
cause his committee had to decide | 
vhat organizations would get the 
funds. Silence was imperative to pre- | 
vent the committee being swamped | 
by advocates of every funds-seeking 


group in America 
For the record, as VARIETY goes} 
to press, but one, the Milwaukee 


(Continued on page 47) 


“REPULSIVELY ATTRACTIVE’ 


Olivier’s ‘Cyrano’ Typed—Korda’s 
Pic With Leigh 
Three-day flying visit to New 
York from the Coast by Alexande! 
Korda last week resulted in a itch 
in production plans. ‘Woman Hunt,’ 
starring Vivien Leigh, which was 
next on the schedule, has been tem- 
porarily helved f ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerat with Vi Leigh and 
Laurence Oliviet Principal reason 
for the switch was to get Miss Leigh 
and Olivier tegether fast in a suit 
able story 
Korda himself will direct the film | 
| from an adaptation prepared by Ben 
Hecht for Korda about a year ago. 


Shooting is expected te start within 
four weeks Vincent Korda, 
the producer's brother, started Mon- 
day (15) to design the production in 
Hollywood. 

Problem of putting Bergerac’s big 
schnoz Olivier without making 
him repulsive has been solved. Mor- 
ris Helprin, exec assistant to Korda 
in charge of production, said yes- 


on 


| terday, it will not be as large as the 


noses on such classic Cyranos as 
Walter Hampden, but ‘just large 
enough to make him repulsively at- | 
tractive,” Helprin said 


For These Oldtimers 


Hollywood, July 16. 
Gloria Jean, in her next Universal 
picture, ‘A Little Bit of Heaven,’ has 
a flock of uncles and one aunt, all 
of whom were top names in picture 


| days of old. 


Gloria’s screen rclatives for a 


| week are Monte Blue, Pat O’Malley, 


Charles Ray, Fred Kelsey, Kenneth 
Harlan, Maurice Costello, William 
Desmond, Noah Beery, Sr., and 
Grace Cunard. 


Prohibition Days 
‘Tote Own Booze’ 


Policy Pitt Click 


Pittsburgh, July 16. 

State Board 
2 new headache tossed ir its 
Need for aspirin 
fact that numbe! 
Pittsburgh district 


Pennyslvania 
has had 
lap this 
was brought 
of night spots 


Liquor 


summer. 
ym by 


in 


have opened without booze licenses, | 


advising customers to bring their 
own bottles. 

Willows, popular Oakmont spot 
was first to go back to the old 
B.Y.0.L. days and the policy’s click 


at this place, under management of 


Furey Ross and John Maganotti, 
prompted others to follow suit. Boys 
are saving several hundred dollars 
for a license as well as cost of sev- 
eral bartenders, and claim they can 
make as much from ice and set-ups 
as they can peddling booze by the 
drink 

I } ) B ara ) } h App 
ib t he ho thi ind ha it 
attorr lelving into the la 00] 
to e what mtrol, if an it might 
nay ) In Board di 

(Continued 1 pa 0) 


7—Count ’Em—7 Radio 


‘ ‘ 
Stooges In One Show 
That great American institution, 
the radio stooge, may yet come into 
his own. Seven of the best-known 
kibitzers on major network shows 
are being oflered agencies in one 


packaged show. 

Corralled to appear regularly, if 
the idea is sold, are Sam ‘Schlepper- | 
man’ Hearn, of the Jack Benny pro- 
gram; Pat ‘Honey Chile’ Wilder, of 
the Bob Hope show; Tom Mack, Mil- 
ton Berle’s foil; Oswald, of the Ken 
Murray program; Harry McNaugh- 
ton, the ‘Bottle’ of Phil Baker's half 
hour; Bert Gordon, Eddie Cantor’s 
‘Mad Russian,’ and Patsy Flick, the | 
Greek of numerous shows. 


UFA Prez in N. Y. Frankly Details 


How German Pix Flourish in U. S. 


+ 


While Congress rants over a Ger- 
man newsreel and every second 
American is sniffing at his brother 
'on the suspicion he’s a Fifth Column- 
ist, UFA, Inc., American distributing 
agency for the Nazis, goes on import- 
‘ing features and newsreels of exactly 
| the type that caused such a furore in 
| Washington last week—and 12 Ger- 
;}man theatres throughout the coun- 
| try continue calmly to exhibit them 
|every day of their existence. 

Actual shots of Hitlerian warfare, 
similar to those which Senators and 
| Representatives viewed last Tues- 
day (9), are shipped to this country 
|once a week by Clipper. Some~weeks 
ithey get here, some weeks they don’t 
| It depends upon whether or not air 
| conditions make it necessary for the 
ifiying boat to stop at Bermuda on 
j}its westward crossing. If it does 
|come down there, contraband officers 
jat the British island see to it that 
| German-language houses in U. S. 
either repeat the previous week's 
reel or substitute American-made 
shorts 

Reels, which run 800 to 1,000 feet, 
were coming over regularly until the 
| Italians entered the war and discon- 
tinued sending their ships across, ac- 








| 
| 


Continued on page 46 


‘My Dogs Are Barking,’ 
Frank Andrews, New 
Town Crier, Complains 


Provincetown, July 16 


fine 


‘Everything is fine except my dogs 
are barking,’ was only comment of 


Frank Andrews, veteran actor, after 


finishing his first three-mile hike as 
Provincetown’s new Town Crier. Se- 
lectmen named Andrews after in- 


terviewing group of applicants 
After initial jaunt around the sand- 
(Continued on page 47) 


MIAMI BANKING ON 
WiNDSORS—AND HOW! 


Mian July 16 
Announcement of appointment of 
Duke of Windsor as governor-gen- 
eral of Bahamas, and possibility of 
his passing through here with the 


duchess en route to the islands caused 


| local hotel ops to fall all over each 


other in mad scramble to cable in- 
vites to couple to do some royal re- 
laxing on the house. Telegraph of- 


| fice reported heaviest Lisbon traffic 


record. 
If the Duke follows 


on 


custom of pred- 


ecessors he will pay Miami two of- 
ficial visits each year, one during 
the All-American Airc Maneuvers, 


and one to present the cup at the an- 
nual running of Bahama Handicap 
at Hialeah Park. 

Nassau figures arrival of Duke and 
Duchess greatest stimulus to tourist 


‘travel island has even known. 
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Levant Stratolines Coast-to-Coast: 


Many Showfolk Flying In ‘n 


Halfway up the gangplank to the 
sTWAtoliner Sunday night at La- 
Field «N. ¥.), Oscar Levant 
then stepped down to kiss 
June Gale a second time 
lly boarding the plane fo 
3,000 spectators 
Deck leeked on 


Guargia 
paused 
the former 
vefore 
Hollywood. Some 
on the Observation 
end cheered. 

Levant, who played ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue’ at the Gershwin memorial con- 
cert at Lewisohn Stadium Saturday 
night, was hopping to Hollywood | 
Bowl] for a concert Tuesday night. 
Thursday night he was booked for 
ihe Bing Crosby broadcast, he told 
yeporters. He expected to return 
this coming weekend to reappear on 
the next week's Information Please 
show. 

Mrs. Levant, who proudly con- 
firmed expected parenthood in three 
months, drove off in Alfred Gwynne 
Vanderbilt's limousine for a few days 
at the Vanderbilt place at Sands 
Foint while Oscar was away. 

Reporters who looked for Tyrone 
Fower to board the same plane after 
his appearances at Baltimore in be- 
half ef exploitation of ‘Maryland,’ 
found he went out at almost the! 
fame minute aboard the American. 
Airlines’ Mercury. A _ veteran AA| 
traveler, Power reverted to his! 
favorite after having flown east on| 
the strato-ship in order to add the) 
Justre of his name to that of Nancy | 
Kelly, Brenda Joyce, Paulette God- | 

(Continued on page 47) 


ine 





| circus, 


| Ziegfeld’s 


| Follies.’ 


‘City. 





‘BIRD MILLMAN NEAR 


DEATH IN COL. HOSP. 


Bird Millman, 
artist, 
at Canon City, Col., 


former tight wire 

ill in a hospital 
that doctors state 
Miss 
regarded one of the 
ls to grace the Ringling 
was contemporary with the 
late Lillian Lietzel and has been 
away from show business about a 
dozen years. 

Miss Millman was 
Broadway, having appeared 
‘Midnight Frolic’ 
Amsterdam roof and in two 
of the ‘Greenwich Village 
When she was with the 
Ringling outfit she was married to 
Tommy Thomas, who was with the 
ticket department. Their romance 


is so gravely 


she mav die at moment. 


Millman, 
prettiest gii 


any 


as 


known on 
in the 
at the 
New 
editions 


| was the talk of the show and it was 


his invariable custom to carry the 
star to her dressing room upon com- 
pletion of her turn. 

She was wed several times, her) 
last husband being a Boston leather | 
merchant who died a year or so ago. 
Miss Millman then went to Colorado 
and started a turkey farm. When 
taken ill she was in need of funds 
|and friends in show business have 
| been sending contributions in care 

of the First National Bank, Canon | 
According to Dixie Wilson, her | 


| closest friend, who visited her re- | 


DALTONS AND JAMES 
RIDE HERD IN H’WOO0D 


The Selene os and the James boys | 
sre a-shootin’ and a-feudin’ and it 
looks like someone's gonna get hurt. 
Seems as if the 20th-Fox people are 
backin’ the Jameses with an item 
called ‘Return of Frank James,’ 
while Universal has its hope pinned 
on “When the Daltons Rode.’ 


Inasmuch as beth the Daltons and 
the James boys are quick-trigger 
folks pretty similar in a lot of ways, | 
iheir respective backers were beatin’ 
the tar out of their pintos to get 
their men into town first. Daltons got | 
there far ahead of schedule, leaving | 
the Jameses out in the cactus some- 
where 





Odets Scripting ‘Nijinsky’ 
For Garfield N.Y. Stager 


cently and is now in Hollywood, | 
there appears to be enough money | 
'on hand to take care of the nurses. 
John W. Rumsey has appealed for | 
aid in New York and the Actors | 
Fund has made a contribution, 


Renee DeMarco Not 
Permanentiy Marked 





In Cal. Plane Crash « d'affain res at the consulate, 


San Francisco, July 16. 
Tuesday (16) opening of the De- 
Marcos at the Palace hotel was post- 


| poned one week due to injuries to | 
| Renee DeMarco when a chartered 
| plane in which she and her husband- 
passengers 
Salinas. | 
Dancer is in Monterey (Cal.) hospital 
with two broken teeth, cut cheek re- | 
| quiring 
| cussion of the 


dancing 
was 


partner were 


forced down near 


seven stitches, 
chest, 
black eye. Hewever, 


permanently disfigured. 


slight 
cut foot and 


4 hurt. 


Holly 
Jehn Garfield is going baek 


Eroadway late in the fall to play the 
litle 


‘ood, July 16. 


is foing 


role in ‘Nijinsky.’ Clifford 
Odets is writing the stage play for 
production by Oscar Serlin, who 


owns stage and screen rights to the 
dancer's biography. 


Garfield’s eastward trek follows 
completion of ‘East of the River,’ 
slated to start at Warners in about 


iwo weeks. 


Strike Up New Metro 
Contract for Art Freed 


Hollywood, July 16. 
Meiro handed a new producer con- 
iract to Arthur Freed, presently 
holding the reins on ‘Strike Up the 
Band.’ 
Next assig 
Kelly,’.starring 


nment Is 


“Little 


Judy Gal 


Nellie 
land 


Pair "a Joan Crawford | 


Holl lywood, July 16. 
Woman's Face,’ based on an 
cid Swedish film, slated as Joan 
Crawford’s next starrer 
with ‘Bombay Nights’ to follow. 

Miss Crawford, currently vacation- 
ing in New York, 
Aug. 1. 


"A 


1S 





Film Trailer for P. O. 


Boys Town, Neb., July 16. 

Start of the new fiscal year finds 
Eoys Town, Neb., a first class post- 
office. Jim Farley took it 
sccond class ranking, due to the in- 
crease in 1939 postal biz over 
year previous. 
$38,734 to $67,224. 


It’s all attributed to the mail count | 


which soared after the ‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G) flicker. 


to | 


at Metro, 


reports for work | 


Take went up from | 


Team was originally booked here! ranged the petition and contact with 


for two weeks at $2,000 per. Still 
expected to be OK by next Tues- 
day (23). 


STEVENS. RYSKIND NEW 


PROD. COMBO a oe 


n' Out 


con- 
a 
she will not be 
He was not 





pee ae Hollywood Hesperides * 
Seltrwebd, July 16. 
It’s ea story of Nazi prosecu- en See 
tion but you'd never know it ; 
“eon the trailer. Figuring pie- | (* Hesperides—the Garden producing the Golden Apples; located the 
: 4 
tures of this stripe are doomed Far West) 
to boxoffice anemia, front office By BILL (Out-of-the-Money) HALLIGAN 
execs went for the idea of hop- Saito ii 
ti Bs cg hap Pres gy Hollywood, July 16. | George McKay, Donald Kerr. Rert 
boudele touch aad: taking the This month ‘the way of all’ Hanlon, Walter Catlett, Lew Brice, 
curse off the ant theme. | fish’ is the road out La Brea way to Solly Violinsky, Billy Wayne, Frank- 


The house managers will have 
to take the ray 


ALL STUDIOS 
IN RELIEF 
DRIVE 


Inglewood headache-parlor that 
| Jack Warner built with the as- 
| sistance of cineme@ directors Al 
Green and Raoul Walsh. Monday 
was Red Cross Day and the glamour 
gals from Burbank and Culver City 
| posed with the winners, with the 
pa of Senor Don Ameche. 
Don and a lad named Lauck who 











‘(even money take your _ pick) 
own a stable of good race-horses. 
They won the first heat but the steed 
| was just as finicky as 


i bull ring at Hollywood Park, the | 


|is better known as Lifm and Abner | 


some picture | 


| stars when it came to posing for a 
—_—— | still, 
Col. Irving Cummings and his, 


Hollywood, July 16. | good colt won a stake race but re- 
Drive for funds for the American)! puked me severely when I sug- 
| Red Cross and the Allied Relief went! gested he call the Miss ‘Filly Mig- 
jinto effeet here yesterday (Mon.)| non.’ 
| with major studio chiefs personally | once was George M. Cohan’'s right 
|conducting mass meetings attended | hand also has a 
by about 32,000 workers. Meetings | Louis Mann, they don't seem to be 
|}opened with music piped in from | able to get down in front. 
| KFWB by an Army-Navy band, fol- |. Bing Crosby won one with ‘Don 
|lowed by a talk on European condi- | Juan the Second” who turnéd out to 
|tions by Robert Montgomery and|be Don Juan the first—winning by 
songs by Jeanette MacDonald. | five open lengths. 

Louis B. Mayer, Eddie Mannix and | | a breeding stable in the Valley and 
| Harry Rapf engineered the drive at| Winnie Sheehan has another one. 
| Metro: Harry M. Warner at Warners; | (Who wants to buy a good breeding 
Darry! Zanuck at 20th-Fex; Y. Frank | | farm?) Barbara Stanwyck and 


at Universal; Joseph Nolan at RKO; | place for the thoroughbred een 
(Continued on page 19) 


-WODEHOUSE’S RELEASE ‘station that Charley Bickford owns. 
FROM NAZIS PETITIONED 


| Charley is in the Shell-game and 
likes to bet the profits on long shots 
‘third. The late Walter Connolly 

| A petition for : the S eahions of P;.G. 

| Wodehouse, whose home in e 

invaded section of northern France, 





| no relation to the Easy Aces, but it 
|might be a good idea for Goodie to 
| invest in the old plater for advertis- 


is ing purposes around Manhattan this 


| has been sent the German consulate a Jack Warner's Idea 
in Washington. Plan _is for the} Jack Warner is thinking of paying 
egg to come to America. Accord-| the actors off in Mutuel tickets as it 
to Hans Thomson, charge | would save them all the trouble of 
the Eng-| trekking out to Inglewood and a lot 
lish humorist, who figured in the| o¢ wear and tear on the ticker. 
authorship ef a number of Broad-| _ 
way musical comedies, is not in- | 
careerated but living at his home, 


Low Wood Villa, Le Tourquet. 


Classical Swingeroo 


According to stories at the time of | 


the invasion, Wodehouse was giv- | Starts Theatre Fight 
ing a cocktail party at the villa | ae 


when the Germans advanced on the | 


town. There was no interruption | Atlantic City, July 16. 
of the affair, it was said. Under- Resentment over classical music 
stood that the author had declined | being set to swing caused an argu- 
to return to London because of in- | ment at the Warner theatre (Broad- 
come tax differences. walk) on Thursday (11). 

Guy Bolten, who teamed with Members of the Classical Musie 
Wodehouse in writing shows, and Society of America, during their 
John’ W. Rumsey, play agent, ar- | two-day convention at the Ritz-Carl- 

ton hotel, were invited to a private 
the German diplomat was made! screening of the pic ‘My Love Came 
through Congressman Warren Bar- | Back.’ Everything went lovely until 
bour. Consulate suggested that ar- | the violinist played Liszt's Hungarian 


rangements te have Wodehouse | Rhapsody in swingeroo. Then the 
brought to the U. S. should be made | Classical Musie society’s president, 
through the Red Cross. Similar ar- | H. W. Wrightson of New York. com- 
ran gements £0 for Mrs. Wodehouse, plained wrathfully to James Ricci, 


assistant manager of the 
An argument grew 


house. 
into fisticuffs, 


/eent Lawrence are 
The genial John Meehan who) 


stable but unlike | 


Raoul Walsh has | 


| small story some day, 


lyn Ardell and myself would go for 
the idea in a big way. Violinsky 
trying to enlist in the Navy He 
told the recruiting officer he would 
like to be a bandleader. The top 
sergeant told him that being a 
leader was the toughest job of a)). 
He reminded Solly that if the ship is 
torpedoed the leader had to stay on 
deck and lead the band to mezintain 
the morale. The tradition of the 
sea is for the band to go down with 
the ship. Solly topped the recruiter 
however. He told him that his bane 
would be so well rehearsed they 
wouldn't need the leader. 

Vine street is getting to be the 
52d street of Hollywood. The cafes 
are crowded every night with jit- 
terbugs; and Mickey Neilan and Vin- 
learning the 
rhumba with nicholas’ Fastidious 
Dandolas giving free instructions 

Francis Xavier Conlon is in town 
and Ben Hecht has him doing a 
chore in his current epic at Colum- 
bia. Conlon has been in all of 
Hecht’s pictures and several of his 
plays (by heck) and has taken cut 
his Hollywood Citizen papers, 
Francis Patrick Shanley, the greeter, 
whose ‘continental’ would make a 
tried his luck 


1s 


| with a Chinese restaurant but the 
|Freeman at Paramount; Cliff Work | Zeppo Marx also have a mating | 


Mongolian menace was put on him 


| when they discovered he was posing 


owned a horse named ‘Wild Aces,’ | 


as Long Tack Sam. He should have 
employed Francis Albertanti as his 
outside man and then he might have 
had a Chinaman’s chance. Francis 
is all packed up and waiting for the 
day when a certain fight promoter 
goes to meet his co-mMaker. Francis 
will be on the first jalopy east. 


Pat O’Brien has taken off the 
makeup and getting ready for the 
August meeting of his track down 


LaJolla way, and we hope he meant 
it when he said the latch-key 
always on the door-step for 
truly, Mr. Dooley. These horses out 
here will make a man bite his own 
friend. 


was 


vours 


SEEK ROBERT YOUNG 


FOR HALF ’N’ HALF 


16 

like te 
the lead 
‘Adventure in 


Hollywood, July 

Young & Rubicam would 
get Robert Young to play 
in a eomedy mystery, 


Manhattan,’ whieh the agency has 
taken under option for Half ‘n’ Helf 
| tobaeco. Ray Milland is also under 
consideration. 
It would be a weekly half-hour 
series on either NBC or CBS. 
Howard’s WB Washup 
Meliwesd. July 16 
William K. Howard, who directed 


and Ricci swere out a warrant for 
Hollywood, July 16. He’ i} Roar No More Wrightson’s arrest. Police, who have 
a, re, ice =. donee been commanded by the town’s new 
et elie ie >a : ’ mayor Tom Taggart. to be extremely 
combination at Columbia ‘as pro-| In Warner Pictur : 7 
ducer-director with Morrie Ryskind | es = to visitors, patched up the 
as assistant-writer. ear , : f a 
First picture by the new setup is Pat O'B Py tata July wi i 
‘Penny Serenade,’ based on a maga- sei Presa ig tes sangha A Z d 
vies dee tet Wilatone Chinen with | 0? completion ef ‘Flowing Gold’ un- | ctors’ states e 
Ryskind doing the screenplay. Shoot- ia cate 4 OETet Ce a Hie-a. Row 
| ing starts in October. con roe. ; i on Aeniiee. July 16. 
ie After an association of s¢ ven years Charley Chase left $34,000 and 
| the studio passed up the actor's oOp- | Walter Connolly $15.000. according to 
Th k ' tion, which ealled for a heavy in-| their wills, filed for probate in Su- 
@ Jhake: crease. O'Brien turned down « new perior Court. 
deal at a loweér salary. Chase’s estate is left to his widow 
‘ pose Bebe Eltinge, and two daughters 
Atlantie City, July 16. : ts: " ' 
a ) : . Wiemann? Cagney’ S Town Connolly bequeathed everything t 
rinecess Luana, Who does a dance widow, Nedda Harrigan, actress. 
with a six-foot gapher snake at th Would Kayo ‘Blue Law’ . 
‘lub Madrid, spent some time in , 
i © ) T 4 } a lw 
City hospital here last week. Som m. wage Py Mt ; SAILINGS 
; ; dal ray*to abolis} ; 
Snake’s head got caught in her! 4, : : Pa 7) : or a a A ’ appa July 12 (West Indies cruise) C. W. | 
brassiere and bit her SS NS See. eee have Alexander Charles MaeDonald 
a Pe Ae ee booked public hearing for Friday | (Sante nS ee ore ware i 
| (19) on applications for permits to | July el York to Rio 4 
, |show Sunday night films at Capa- | wee —— a. we 
| GRACIE FIELDS’ DATES woek theatre oak hue Sabbath bow? Janeiro) Gennaro Papi, Emanuel | 
Vancouver, 3. C., July 16. | ing permits. No other towns on| as 7. Hellwig. Cyril Lawrence, 
| Gracie Fields, E glish stage and | Martha's Vineyard Island affected by | pi eal Day, Hartwell L. Preston 
screen comedienne, will arrive in | Sunday taboos. , 


Vancouver from Hollywood Aug. 4 | 
'and give a concert in the Vancouver 
the Navy 
out of | League of Canada sponsorship. She | 


| Auditorium Aug. 5 under 


has volunteered her 


and in Regina, Sask., Aug. 16. 


services to the | 
the | Navy League of Great Britain. Pro- 
ceeds will be divided between the | Coast and a Republic feature, 
| two organizations. 

On her way east, Miss Fields wil! 
appear in Saskatoon, Sask., Aug. 15 


Tisbury’s No. 1 citizen, ‘Farmer’ | [ee 

James Cagney, is absent this season. } ARRIVALS 
Sree lag mae | Diosa _Costello, Julien Duvivier, 
KIDOODLERS’ 2D REP. PIC Maurice Maeterlinck, Mr. and Mrs. 
The Kidoodlers, novelty radio | Louis Dreyfus, Lewis Buddy, Lud- | 
musical group, leave shortly for the | vig Lawrence, Mr. and Mrs. Jules | 
the | Romains, ulian Green, Darius Mil- 


‘second for this producer. /haud, Sted Jones, 


Jacqueline Gault, 
| Jean 


| 


While in Hollywood, Kidoodlers L. Strauss, Edmond Taylor, ; 
‘are set for two shots on Bing; Kenneth Downs, Harold Denny, 
| Crosby's radio show in August. Sonya Tomara, Arthur Field. 

— etna a, & x Pn Be OR os 2% he — con pa ad 


one picture and part of another cur- 
ing his six months at Warners, h: 
checked off the lot. The complejed 
picture was ‘Money and the Woman.’ 

Howard was the original director 
on ‘Knute Rockne-All American, but 
was succeeded by Lloyd Bacon efier 
an argument with studio exees abeut 
the handling of the storv. 


© 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Gene Buck. 
Harry W. Conn, 
Mike Connelly. 
Howard Dietz. 
Eddie Joseph 
Alexander Korda. 
James Roosevelt. 


L.A. to N. Y. 
Eric Blore. 
I. Robert Broder. 
Harry Carey. 
Hoagy Carmichael. 
Mary Eastman. 
Marie Greene. 
Helen Hayes. 
Henry Henigson. 
Jose Iturbi. 
Ed Lowry. 
Dan Milner. 
Constance Moore. 
Peggy Moran 
Joe Penner. 
Ann Roth. 
Milton J, Salzburg. 
Nicholas M. Sehencek 
Gradwell Sears. 
Fd Sullivan. 
Valier Wanger. 
Bert Wheeler. 
Nat Wolff. 
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PIX BREED NATION OF CRIX 





Farewell to Lohr, Hail to Trammell 








Give NBC Execs Strenuous Weekend 


The National Broadcasting Co. said | 
farewell Thursday (11) to its retir- | 
ing president, Lenox R. Lohr and | 
the following afternoon (12) gave a| 
press soiree to its newly elevated | 
head, Niles Trammell. 
were socially strenuous. 

To toast Lohr and present him} 


with a hunting piece as a souvenir | Jules 


of esteem from his colleagues, the | 
RCA-NBC executive family gathered 
at the St. Regis hotel in Manhattan. 
A good-natured josh was given over | 
the loudspeakers when Bill Hedges 
called attention to the beautiful tone 
of the new RCA hand sets. He then | 
pretended to tune it in. That was 
the cue for the gag broadcast, which | 
was written by George Lowther. 
Recorded a la ‘March of Time,’ the 
salute-spoof underscored the mili- | 
tary engineer characteristics of | 
Major Lohr. Chronicle started with 
his birth at which he displayed | 
cal obstinacy’ by refusing to breath. | 
As the doctor slapped him (loudly ) | 
into reluctant respiration, the mother | 
and father were urged to listen care- | 





fully for the major’s first baby 
gounds. 

His first: words were: ‘where’s my 
slide-rule? 


‘No laxatives—no emetics—no di-. 
(Continued on page 20) 


COUGHLIN SEEKS TIME 
FOR TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Father Charles Coughlin wants to 
go back on the air Oct. 20. Letters 
inquiring about the availability of 
a Sunday matinee half hour have 
been received by stations throughout 
the country. The preferred period 
given is 4 to 4:30 p.m. The orations 
will be by the transcription route 
and the letter states that the scripts | 
will be submitted {in ample time for 
examination before broadcasts. 

The letter also mentions a 52-week 
run, 





Charlie Cochran Poetic 
Over England at Bay 


Bray, Berks, ae. June 21. 
Editor Variety: 
Things have moved pretty fast 
since I wrote you and much will 


have happened before this reaches 


you We're on our own now—little 
old Britain against the world. 
We are left, or shall be left 
alone; 
The last trial dare to struggle 
with the Foe. 
‘Tis well! From this day fur- 
ward we shall know 
That in ourselves our safety 
must be sought. 
My missus and I are staying for a 
few days with a grand old friend 


(Continued on page 20) 





Both affairs | Jack Benny, 


| will 


ing 


" Mediate Conn-Benny Suit 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Harry Conn’s damage suit against 
pending for months in 
superior court, goes into arbitration 
July 29 before a board consisting of 
Covey, representing Conn, 
George Cohen for Benny, and Sena- 
tor Robert Kenny, a third and dis- 
interested member. 

Conn, formerly a gag writer on 
Benny’s air program, charges he was | 
wrongfully | mianatened, 


MIAMI STARTS 
HOTEL BLDG. 
PREE 


Miami, July 16. 
Despite war scare, permits for con- 
structing 20 new hotels have been 
issued at Miami Beach so far this 
summer, J. J. Farrey, building in- 
spector reports. Meanwhile plans 
have been completed and prelimin- 


a 





work started on four additional 


arv 
hotels. 

When those under construction and 
| those planned are completed, the 
ocean front will be virtually solid 
with flea bags as far north as 43d 
street. 

The 20 hotels for which permits | 
have been issued will have a total} 


| of 1,400 rooms and will cost $2,388,- | 


MAE WEST MULLING 


The four additional structures 
push room total to 1,801 and 
construction cost to $3,251,000. These 


000. 


four late comers are the Sea Isle, | 
Cadillac, Neron and Raleigh. 
Raleigh is owned by the Shore 


Corp., headed by Tom Cassara, for- | 
mer boniface of Club Continentale. | 
Spot was peddied early this spring | 
to Leon Enken and Eddie Davis, 
operators of the New York bistro, 
Leon & Eddie’s 

About half of these joints are mak- 
provis for cocktail lounge or 
dining room, offering musical diver- 
tisment. 


1on 


During entire year of 1939 there 
were 47 hotels erected at Miami 
Beach, total cost being $4, 371,000. 


TOBACCO ROAD’ FOR 
20TH AGAIN REPORTED 


Hollywood, July 16. 
Road,’ according to re- 
ports here, has about reached the 
saturation point on the stage and, 
with its closing, will be filmed by 
20th-Fox. Studio is understood pre- 


‘Tobacco 


| paring yarn 


10 BEAUTS FOR BRIGHAM 


Touch of hie; Addea to Fox 
Film of Mormon Leader 
Hollywood, July 16 
wives have been added. to the 
‘Brigham Young’ at 20th-Fo> 
to give the picture a touch of s. a 


Ten 


cast of 


Originally the script called for two 
helpmates, but after a sneak preview 
the studio execs called for 10 more 


most of whom have been carried on 
the stock list for their eye-filling 
qualities. 

Production of ‘Brigham’ has been 
Carried on in close cooperation with 
Mormon elders, but the recent de- 
cision to release the film as a road- 
show requires an added amount of 
ballyhoo which may cause disap- 
Proving eyebrows to be lifted in Salt 
Lake City 

The 10 new wives are Mary Astor, 
Jean Rogers, Esther Brodolet, Lu- 
cille Miller, Lilyan Porter, Camilla 
Johnson, Seesel Ann Johnson, Doro- 


thy Dearing, Andre Rochlen and 
Dorothy Jones, making an even 
dozen, which Young had for the 


time covered by the screen story. 


Jack Kirkland, the author, and 
Harry H. Oshrin, his attorney, who | 
also owns a piece of the show, have 

1d out against a film deal until the 
i \ $10n 1 milked complete 
iry 

Oshrin’s off in New Yor vé 
terday (Tuesday) denied reports tnat 
Road would either close yr be 
filmed 


Maeterlinck Arrives 


Nazi invasions have stripped Mau- 
rice Maeterlinck of everything ac- | 
quired in a long lifetime of writing 


for the theatre. Arriving in New 
York tourists class on a Greek 


steamer. the Belgian dramatist said 


he was relying on royalties from 

film version of ‘The Blue Bird’ and 

other plays to keep him going. 
Maeterlinck brought two new 


plays with him for possible Ameri- | 
can production. One of them, deal- 
ing with life in Belgium under 
German occupation, was a hit in 
London and put him permanently in 
the Na 


Yaa 


doghouse. 


ANOW-1T-ALLG 
TIPPED BY YARNG 


Best Sellers Give Them Ad- 
vance Info and They Pick 
| 


Every Picture to Pieces— 
Have Own Pet Ideas on) 
Production and Casting 


PLAYS SAFEST 


BILL BLOECHER 
Hollywood, 18. 
The picture producing industry is 

underwriting a nation of critics. It 

is building up, by its own selection 
of picture story material, a na- 
tional hazard which has many of 
the possibilities of a boomerang, and 
few which will rebound to the bet- 


terment of the industry. 

This is the opinion of one exec- 
utive, whose analysis and opinion 
carry weight in the industry, and 
who prefers to remain anony- 
mous. However, with the indus- 
try’s welfare at heart, he feels justi- 
fied in warning against certain long- | 
distance aspects of the current film- 


By 





July 





material buying trend. 

He levels his guns at the heavy 
swing to a combination of three 
film story sources: the published | 
novel, the produced play, and the 
remake. These three, he contends, 
comprise the bulk of Hollywood's 
announced output for the new sea- 
son. Identity of the remake is fre- 
quently hidden by a change of title 
but, he warns, usually before the re- 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘DIAMOND LIL’ REVIVAL 


Mae West, reporied returning to 
the stage for the past or s0, 
is said to be considering appearing in 


season 


a revival of ‘Diamond Lil,’ a play on 
which she collaborated with Mark 
Linder and which was her outstand- | 


by | 
in | 


It presented 
a vaudeville booker, 


ing success. was 


Jack Linder, 


|1928 and made a run at the Royale, 
N. Y 

‘Lil’ was filmed under the title of | 
‘She Done .Him Wrong.’ The Linders 
|received $25,000 for their end, but 
contended that they should have 
shared 50-50, as with the stage play. 
They sued for $1,000,000, but the 
case was dismissed, An appeal has 
been taken 

Linders propose trying out two 
plays in country stocks this summer, 
One is by Mark and called ‘Four- 
teenth Street,’ with Huber’s museum 
freaks the principal characters. The 
other drama is ‘Dump _§ Heap,’ 
authored by Mary MacDonald Axel- 
son, 


CANTORISMS 


Comedian’s Rah-Rah Wow During 


Omaha Address 
© a. July 16 

Edd Ca ire roal of 1 I 
ter ana ( he alternated 
tween pag 1 patriot Lille a 
; principal speake of the Grand 
Lodge No. 6 district convention of 
B'nai B'rith in municipal auditorium. | 
| Present were 2.000 dignitaries and 


other members of the order, and lo- 


cal bigwigs | 

‘From now on,” yelled Cantor as 
the audience broke into his talk with 
cheers, ‘every man’s business must 
become his sideline, and his chief 
business be that of helping in the 
Government’s defense program.’ 

Some Cantorisms: 

‘I'd rather live under an unbal- 
anced budget than under an unbal- 


anced dictator.’ 


‘Too many Americans take liberty 


for granted-—like many men take 
their wives. 
At Boys Town he embraced the 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Unsubtle Nazi Propaganda, or No, 
D.C. Defense Authorities Preferred 
Previewing Pix of Hitler's Might 





Glorifying Hoosiers 


Hol ly Ww wood, July 16. 

Indiana will be next in 20th-Fox’'s 
parade of the states, following ‘Ken- 
tucky’ and ‘Maryland.’ Henry King 
will direct the same cast as 
‘Maryland.’ 

Picture will be in Technicolor and 
feature trotting races. 


in 


NIXED NAZI 
WAR PIX 





Washington, July 16 

Congressional hoo-rah over a Ger- 
man-made war film shown ‘secretly’ 
last Tuesday (9) at the House Of- 
fice Building caucus room, blew up 
over the weekend into a general 
agreement that—although the sight 
of Panzer-divisions destroying peace- 
ful countries might be painful—it 
was better to have U.S. solons take 
a look at what might be in store fo: 


\this country. 


BWAY EXHIBS 


Heralded by a good deal of hush- 
hush talk, the film (which has been 
attacked as a piece of Nazi props- 
| Sanda—and still may have been in- 
|tended for that purpose) impressed 
numerous members of Congress with 
| the realization that America might 
| take some tips from the parachuting, 
| dive-bombing, tank and armored car 
| blitzkrieging which was set forth in 
horrid fact in the picture. 

__ The statement which is most taken 
| for granted in Washington is that of 
Representative Ross Collins, Missis- 


German newsreels shown before | Sippi Democrat, who viewed the pic- 
about 200 senators and representa-| ture when it was shown ‘a number 
tives in Washington last week, and|0f times’ at the War and Navy De- 


other 

films have been offered several | 
Broadway exhibitors, including | 
newsreel theatres, in recent weeks. 


All turned thumbs down on the Nazi 
pictures as being too hot to handle | 
in this country, 
ing they ‘ 
propaganda.’ 


N. Y. exhibs at the time of 
showing were told that deals must 
be made through UFA. Others im- | 
mediately questioned whether UFA | 
was registered ag a propaganda 
agency in this country because the 


pictures so obviously were the ulti- 
mate in war propaganda for the 
German cause. Unders 
ington that UFA 
in this country. 

During the screening of the Ger- 
man invasion pictures, running about 
40 minutes, theatre men recognized 
films as being similar to the 
ones shown di in Denmark 
and Norway by German consular of- 

(Contin ued on page 19) 
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EAST DENIES COAST 


DEAL ON SHIRLEY-U 


Hollyw 
Deal appears 
which Shi Temple 
Joe Pasternak’s fold at 
Numerous confabs ha 
etween the U 
of the moppet w 
with ‘Young People,’ now 
release. 


July 16 
signing 
will go into 
Universal 

held 
reps 
20th 
nto 


ood, 


close to by 


rley 


e been 
producer and 
up at 


, y 
soing 


ho winds 


Frank Orsatti, agent 
Temple, admit New York 
terday (Tuesday) that 
Universal have been goin 
time, but said 


we nave aiso peen tf 


ted 


in 


lafinita 
ing aernnite, 


man‘ 


: 
wlll come of the: it this t 


Rep ‘Hit Paraders’ Set 


Hollywood, J 
Langford, Kenny Baker, 
and Hugh Herbert share 
in ‘The Hit Parade 
rolis Aug > Re- 


ily 16. 
Frances 
Ann Miller 
marquee space 
of 1941,’ which 

public. 

Sol C. Siegel, prod assigned 
Maurice Leo and Bradford Ropes to 
write additional dialog the 
cript up to date. 

METRO’ S ‘SUNNIE O'DEA 

Sunnie O’Dea, dancer and come- 
dienne in ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ 
been signatured by Metro after a 
screen test in N. Y. 

Deal handled via 
office. 


al 
cer 


to bring 


Ria 
lla 


William Mo 


suspiciously - propagandistic | partments, 


general opinion be- |! 
represented terrifying Nazi 


the 


tood in Wash- | 
sified 


‘If it is safe to be shown 
(Continued on page 46) 


GULF RENEWS GUILD 
SEPT. 29 TO JAN. 5 








Gulf Oil has renewed for the 
Screen Actors Guild show for the 
coming fall, even though its option 


extended to the end of this month 
| Deal, as in the past, guarantees the 
| Motion Picture Relief Fund $10,000 
per program, and runs from Sept. 29 
|to Jan. 5 with options. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency 





FLYNN STAYS PUT 
Hollywood, July 1¢@ 
Errol Flynn penned a new con- 
tract with Warners for another year 
His present job is the staz 
‘Santa Fe Trail.’ 
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U, Col. and UA’s Balk at Consent 


Decree Will Not Halt ‘Big 5 Majors 





M-G Drops War Pic 


Hollywood, July 16. 
Public aversion to war pictures 
and the resultant slump at the box- 
office caused Metro to shelve its 
Polish war story, ‘Birth of a Hero,’ 








inally assigned as director, will be 


ee . e 
From Negotiating Final Settlement is!" is.t"2.cre¢ 
a 





| 
Withdrawal of Columbia, Univer- | 
sal and United Artists from consent | 
decree negotiations, which have been 
in progress since adjournment of the 
U. S. Government's anti-trust suit 
against eight major film companies 
and scores of individuals, will not 
halt efforts of counsel for the five 
other company defendants to bring 
about a settlement of the case. 
Breakdown of unified film company 
front came through disagreement of 
new conditions affecting sales poli- 
cies and the abolishment of block- 
booking and blind selling. 
Companies which are still negoti- 
ating are the theatre-owning group, | 
consisting of Loew’s, Paramount, 
Warner Bros., RKO and 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox. Officials of these con- 
cerns are urging a consent decree in 
lieu of a trial of the anti-trust is- | 
sues. The Government has agreed 
to withdraw its petition to the court 
asking for divorcement of theatres 
from the producing-distributing 
functions, provided other alleged il- | 
legal practices are eliminated. 


May Press Case 

At the resumption of meetings be- | 
tween Department of Justice attor- | 
neys and the film companies yester- | 
day the suggestion was made that) 
the anti-trust suit might be pressed | 
against Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists, notwithstanding a 
consent decree which would remove 
other defendants from the proceed- 
ings. On the other hand, the Gov- 
ernment might incorporate in the 
pending Neely anti-block-booking 
bill the provisions for five-picture 
group selling which is being drafted | 
as an important clause in the con- 





sent decree, and against which the|trade that the measure has been| while another winks at 


DULL ANYWAY 


So War Clips in Reels Coincide With 
Fans’ Attitude 








Exhibitors’ comment that their 
customers don’t want war films has 
prompted the newsreel companies to 
trim down the amount of news from 
the European front. Move coincides 
with dearth of actual front-line ma- 
terial from any spot abroad except- 
ing Great Britain where bulk of 
footage is about the British prepara- 
tions to defend the British Isles. 

Exhibs’ vocal plea for more cheer- 
ful items in the newsreels now is 
keeping footage to a minimum ex- 


| cepting when war stories have to do 
/with American preparedness, 


Esti- 
mated that Nazi supervision of all 
material collected in France cur- 
rently and also on the Mediterran- 


| ean front is saving each U.S. news- 


ree] about $1,000 per week. No news- 
reel in this country currently is tak- 
ing any of the clips offered by the 
Nazi military service because they’re 
not permitted to edit the pho- 
tography or background stuff. 


Further Neely Bill 
Action Looks Cold 
At This Congress 


No additional progress on the 
Neely anti-blockbooking bill is seen 
for the present session of Congress, 
confirming the growing belief in the 








handed another chore when he fin- 
ishes his present job, ‘Arise My 
Love.’ 

Hedy Lamarr teams up with 
James Stewart in ‘Come Live With 
Me,’ a refugee story written by Pat- 
iterson McNutt and Virginia Van 
/Upp for Metro. Yarn deals with a 
European femme who marries an 
| American writer to avoid the de- 
portation act. Director is Clarence 


Brown. 


Trade’s Rebuttal 
To Sam Goldwyn 's 
SEP Duals Yarn 








Though admission is freely ob- 
tainable that duals have mush- 
roomed into a national menace, in 
the trade exception is taken, in part, 
to Sam Goldwyn’s yarn on double 
and triple bills in last week’s issue 
of Saturday Evening Post. More- 
over, it is pointed out that Goldwyn 
necessarily and obviously would 
prefer singles because he makes only 
four or five a year while the big 
companies have large programs to 
dispose of, including B’s that are 
tailored specially for duals. 

On the point concerning give- 
aways and Screeno there are two 
schools of thought. One looks upon 
| such artificial stimulants as odorous, 
it on the 








three dissenting companies have re-| sidetracked for the present Con- | ground that bank nights and free 


belled. A revised Neely bill, in| 
other words, would accomplish for | 


gressional session anyway. It is re- 
called that following the hearing on 


| dishes increase the grosses in which 


| the distributor shares, being on per- 


the Government the same effect as a| the Neely measure by the House In-| centage in a large number of such 


sweeping consent decree and | 
regulations would be applicable to) 


its|terstate Commerce committee the | houses. 
entire matter was handed to a sub- | 


Goldwyn declared 60-65% of the 


all distributing companies, whether | committee for revision and sug-| country is in double or triple bills. 


signatories to the consent decree or | 
otherwise. 

National emergency has kept | 
Congress in session and the Neely 
bill, which already has passed the | 
Senate, is in committee of the House | 
following hearings which were held | 
in May. The Interstate Commerce | 
Committee is divided on the merits 
of the measure and on the practic: | 
ability of certain of its provisions. 
If redrawn to incorporate the anti- 
blockbooking clauses of the consent | 
decree, its passage in the House is 
believed likely, provided the meas- | 
ure has the backing of the Justice | 


Department and some of the major | 


film interests, heretofore opposed to 
it. 
Break Not Unexpected 
Break in the ranks of the film 
companies was not entirely unex- 
pected. For several weeks the three 
producing-distributing units, which 


are parties in the suit, although not 
re- | 


theatre circuit operators, have 
peatedly voiced dissent from the 
plans which the majors have ac- 
cepted by which blockbooking and 
blind selling of films are to be elim- 
inated as trade practices and a sys- 
tem of group selling, in five-picture 
packages, substituted in their place. 

Columbia and Universal have in- 
sisted since the anti-trust complaint 
was first filed in June 1938—two 
years ago—that whatever the Gov- 
ernment’s attitude towards the com- 
panies also owning theatres, there 
was no ground for including these 
two in the suit. United Artists ob- 
jected and has pleaded for dismissal 


of the action on another count. UA| 
officials insist they not only are 
clear from any theatre affiliations, 


but maintain strictly a sales organi- 
zation for their producer owners 
and a select group of independent 
producers, having no financial in- 
terest in either. 

Edward C. Raftery, representing 
Universal and United Artists, and 
Schwartz & Frohlich, attorneys for 
Columbia, have attended numerous 
committee meetings of defense coun- 
se] and Government attorneys since | 
the sessions started at which terms | 
of a consent decree were discussed. 
They never have receded from the 
position that the U. S. has failed at ! 
any time, during numerous pre-trial 
motions and argument, to show a 
reasonable cause of action against | 
their clients. Their clients’ signature | 
on a consent decree, they contended, | 
would amount virtually to a guilt | 


plea, and they were unwilling to join 


(Continued on page 19) | 


gested alterations before it was 


taken up for formal vote in the main | 


committee. 

Aside from the fact that the sub- 
committee members presently are 
confronted with other more pressing 
matters, the possibility of a consent 
decree in the civil anti-trust suit in 
the interim is working against the 
Neely measure being handed back 
to the main LC.C. committee for 
several months. 

Following the recess for’ the 
Democratic convention in Chicago, 
Congress is counted on to stay in 
session for several weeks and then 
likely will adjourn to resume ac- 
tivities late in October. Develop- 
ments in the world political arena 
doubtlessly will determine whether 


the Neely measure actually will 
come up for vote in the present 
Congress, 


Certainly little consideration will 
be accorded the bill while the vital 
problem of national defense and its 
required additional new taxation is 
before the national solons. In this 
connection, it is remembered that 


|railroad legislation, a critical issue | 


| that’s been overlooked for many 


years, has been moved up as ‘must’ | 
legislation to fit in with the U. S.| 
preparedness setup. This, of course, | 


must go through the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, which also must 
pass on the Neely measure. 


METRO PUSHES FOUR 
BIGGIES UP 








Hollywood, July 16. 

Production goes into high gear on 
the Metro lot this week with four 
high-budget pictures in work. 

Films are ‘Go West’ with the Marx 
Bros.; ‘Third Finger, Left Hand,’ 
starring Myrna Loy; ‘Little Nellie 
Kelly,’ with Judy Garland in the top 
spot; and ‘Bitter Sweet,’ co-starring 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy. 





MORE SERVICE SHORTS 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Warners is preparing another trio 
of preparedness shorts in Techni- 
color with the cooperation of the 
Government. First of the three is 
‘March On, Marines,’ which rolls 
July 29. The other two deal with 
the Navy and the Army tank corps. 

B. Reeves Eason directs from script 
by Owen Crump. 


papery oceans ns ‘ a 


TO START 


|The record shows that it is slightly 
more than 50%, there being a little 
over 8,700 houses playing more than 
one feature. Producer Goldwyn also 
indicates that Karl Hoblitzelle and 
R. J. O’Donnell have kept duals out 
of Texas but that elsewhere they are 
in. The rest of the south and south- 
east, plus other scattered territories, 
are also still in singles though the 
| doublers are in the majority so far 
|} as square miles are concerned, and 
| also so far as the more important 
rental-getting states are concerned. 

Goldwyn’s article is inconsistent 
in part also in that he argues against 
the length of time required to see 
| duals or triples, going into the time 
element as an important factor, but 
later on contradicts by noting that 
people are willing to sit through 
long shows, if the picture is good 
like ‘Gone With the Wind.’ He does 
not consider the time element there. 

Cuts of four theatres, three picked 
up in New York by the Metropoli- 
; tan Photo Service, are used to illus- 
trate the story. They are the Bel- 
mont, Chicago (B&K), which uses 
| triples; the Sunset, a colored indie 
in Harlem, which also plays three 
pictures and has money giveaways 
three times daily; the Town (former- 
ly Chaloner) on 10th Avenue, N. Y.. 
recently taken over by the Brandt 
Bros.; and Loew’s 42nd street, N. : 
latter two being dualers. 

N. Y. Times, breaking with a story 
on duals in its Sunday (14) 


issue, 


tising two shows. It was the Para- 
mont’s side-street marquee advertis- 
ing two films on one night. which 
| hapens every two weeks or so on an 
average, when it has previews of 
coming films thrown in. Name of 


the theatre was missed by the photog. | production. 


used a picture of a marquee adver- | 





GN TRUSTEE’S CLAIMS 


Wants $12,874 From Skibo and $3,874 
From Maguire 








Harry G. Fromberg, as trustee in 
bankruptcy of Grand National Pic- 


Productions, Inc., and Jeremiah D. 
Maguire, seeking $12,874 from Skibo 
and $3,874 against Maguire. Action 
is based on numerous causes of ac- 
tion. The first of these charges is that 
between March 24 and Sept. 29, 1939, 
Skibo borrowed $2,874 from GN and 
never paid it back. Maguire is also 


ilar amount. Maguire is also ac- 
cused of having received $1,000 from 
GN which he failed to repay. 


The distribution agreement among 
Skibo, Educational Films Corp of 
America, and 20th Century-Fox 
is also attacked. Under the agree- 
ment Skibo was to receive 60% 


and Educational 15%. Later on the 
Educational receipts were assigned 
to GN, which in turn gave them 
to Maguire. It is asserted that no con- 
sideration was given to GN in this 
transaction which was made ‘to de- 
fraud creditors of GN.’ An account- 
ing is sought. The last cause of ac- 
tion seeks $10,000 from Skibo for 
alleged legal, accounting, storage and 
rent services. 





Par Trimming Oldies 
To 45 Mins. As Dual 
Support for Features 





Hollywood, July 16. 


type of picture to take the place of 
B product on dual bills. 
to reissue successful films of other 
days in 15-minute versions and re- 


pictures. 

First under the new 
‘Love Me Tonight,’ which co-starred 
Maurice Chavalier, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Myrna Loy eight years 
ago. An abridged edition goes on 
the screen at the Paramount, Los 
Angeles, July 18, as a companion to 
the recently completed ‘Those Were 
the Days’, 

Other old productions to be re- 


‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer.’ ‘Night 
After Night’ and ‘One Hour With 
You.’ Herb Moulton, former trailer 
producer at Paramount, is originator 
of the streamlining idea. 


‘ROAD SHOW’ LEADS OFF 
ROACH’S FIVE FOR UA 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Hal Roach opened his 1940-41 pro- 
duction schedule by sending ‘Road 
Show’ before the cameras. with 
Adolphe Menjou and Carole Landis 
heading the cast. 

Slate calls for five features to be 
released by United Artists. 
four are ‘Broadway, Ltd..’ ‘Topper 
Returns,’ ‘The Unholy Horde’ and 
‘Niagara Falls.’ 








MARKED FOR START 
Hollywood, July 16. 

Sigmund Neufeld rolls ‘Marked 
| Men’ this week as his third feature 
| for Producers Releasing Corp 
Four more, ‘Desire to Live.’ ‘Ari- 
|zona Phantoms,’ ‘Riders of Black 
| Mountain’ and ‘Billy the Kid at Bay,’ 
are slated for summer and 








autumn 
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tures, Inc., filed suit Friday (12) in| 
N. Y. Federal court against Skibo | 


accused of having borrowed a sim- | 


for the distribution, 20th-Fox 25% | 


The idea is | 


lease them as running mates to new | 


system is 


vamped and shortened with modern | 
technique are ‘Design For Living,’ | 


Other | 


1300 Canadian Cinemas Raise 
~ $1,000,000 War Relief in 1 Night 





Montreal, July 16, 

The 650,000 seats in the 1,300 Dies 
ture theatres throughout Canada 
were filled last night (15), accord. 
ing to advance figures coming in to 
| Montreal and other key cities of the 
|Dominion, for the ‘Win the War’ 
/campaign for $1,000,000 which is the 


1 


|Canadian Moving Picture Industry's 
contribution to the cost of Canada’s 
war effort. It is estimated that the 
| money objective will be well ex. 
| ceeded, 

N. L. Nathanson, national chair, 
man of the campaign, had the fole 
lowing wire from Hon. J. L. Ralsto 
Canadian Minister of National De. 
| fence: 

‘On behalf of the Government ] 
should like to express to you and 
through you, to the motion picture 
industry, Our warm appreciation of 
'the effort put forward by the indus- 
try to contribute to the success of 
the War Savings Campaign.’ 
| To reach the objective everyone 
| was invited to buy two or more War 
Savings Stamps of the value of 25¢ 
each. Boxoffices in ali theatres were 
opened a week ago (9) for the sale 
|of the stamps, not less than two of 
them being price of admission, 
|Stamps are retained by the pur, 
| chaser and the folder to the book of 
|16 stamps is the admission to the 
| theatre. These books give the holder 
|a $4 war certificate which will be 
‘redeemed by the government in 7% 
|years for_$5. Cumulative effect of 
| the free shows in all theatres yester- 

day means sale of 10,400,000 war say- 

| ings stamps if each patron buys only 
|one book. This would represent an 
| investment in Canada’s war effort of 
| $2.600,000. 

Shows started at 8:30 p.m. in all 
theatres and all houses and staffs, 
film exchanges and organizers con- 
| tributed their work gratis. 


PATHE NEWS’ TELEVISH 
_ TIEIN ON DEM. CONV. 








Paramount is putting out a new! 





Television coverage of the Demo- 
cratic national convention this week 
by NBC-RCA is being accomplished 
by actual filming by Pathe News, 
negative being shipped to New York 
daily for telecasting from Empire 
State building transmitter. It’s the 
first time that a newsreel ever cove 
ered a big national event for subse- 
quent televizing. 

Approximately 1,000 feet of film is 
being photographed each day for 


television programs out of New 
| York, footage being air-expressed 
|which gets it into N. Y. less than 


five hours after leaving Chicago. 
Understood that much of material is 
closeups which is best adaptable to 
telecasting. 

Philadelphia G.O.P convention 
was telecast by using the A.T. & T. 
co-axial cable. No such cable is 
available to Chicago, or any point 
farther west than Philly; hence the 
tieup with Pathe News and air ex- 
press service, with subsequent tele- 
casting of motion pictures. 


Scouting Locations 
For Par’s ‘Want Wings’ 


San Antonio, July 16. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., producer; 
| Loren Kyder, sound director; Frank 
Cassey, assistant producer; Russel 
Brown, technical advisor, and J. The- 
| adore Reed, director, all from Para- 
| mount studios, were on an inspec- 
tion tour of Randolph Field and 
Kelly Field, the centers of aviation, 
prior to the actual filming of ‘I Want 
Wings,’ written by Lieut. Bernie Lay, 
Jr., who was graduated from Kelly 
Field in July, 1933. Picture will be 
based on the book and as yet has not 
been cast, although shooting is ex- 
pected to get under way in the next 
| several weeks. 

This city is the center of military 
aviation training and has been the 
| locale of two other pictures dealing 
| with aviation. The first was “Wings, 
which was shot near the city, and 
‘West Point of the Air,’ dealing with 
life at Randolph Field. 





Wings He Shall Have 
| Hollywood, July 16. 
William Holden shares top billing 
with Ray Milland in ‘I Want 
| Wings,’ flying picture slated to roll 
soon at Paramount under Ted Reed's 
direction, 
Currently Holden is working in 
| ‘Arizona’ at Columbia. 
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RKO MAY GO UA POLICY | 





Offsetting the European Film 
Biz Downbeat, Other Foreign 


Sectors Show 





| 
Despite the heavy toll taken by | 


European warfare, with most se- 
vere losses expected in a month or 
two, several major companies this 
week admit healthy business pick- 
ups in numerous foreign fields in 
recent weeks. Whether these are 
large enough to overcome losses in 
Central Europe and heavy coin re- 
strictions elsewhere is problemati- 
eal, but it’s rated an encouraging 
sign, nonetheless. One company re- 
ports some countries are running 
99-33% ahead of last season. 

Two firms indicate boxoffice re- 
turns equal, or exceeding, fecord 
years in 12 to 16 foreign nations, 
preferring to keep the identity se- 
eret ‘because of adverse legislation 
that follows whenever favorable 
business news is released.’ One 
major company reveals three Euro- 
pean, eight Latin-American and 
four Far Eastern countries where 
past record years already have been 
topped. with the fiscal season sev- 
eval weeks to go. Company heads 
are inclined to minimize these gains 
because many are from compara- 
tively small territories. 

Holland 60% of Normal 

Business is credited with being 
60%, of normal in Holland by four 
of the larger majors. Also, there 
are indications that business short- 
ly may be on a even keel in France 
and Belgium. Still questionable 
whether German _ preductions 
French pictures made under 
supervision will supersede 
films in France. 

Majors continue doing business on 


Nazi 
U.S. 


close to normal scale in Sweden, 
Switzerland, Finland and Portugal. 
Several companies claim business 


is on the upbeat in Spain, although 
old pictures are being used mostly. 


There is an improvement in busi- 
ness also in Japan. In both of the| 
latter, however, the coin is being | 


fiozen ‘temporarily.’ 
major executives frankly admit they 
expect to get coin held in Norway 
and Denmark. 


Developments in Spain are signi- | 
| continued bombings will bring a full} 


A couple of| 


Favorable Returns 





Foreign Headache 





With most U. S. producers re- 
aligning future pictures on bud- 
gets fitted strictly to the Amer- 
ican markets, foreign depart- 
ments in N. Y. are carrying on 
as usual with more headaches 
than customary because of the 
European war. The compara- 
tively few remaining open mar- 
kets require as large staffs as 
usual because of the added dif- 
ficulties arising from the conflict. 

Biggest problem is getting for- 
eign shipments through on sched- 
ule, devious methods being em- 
ployed to route films around 
blockaded or war zones. Ma- 
jority of employes are needed 
on titling, shipping, ad-publicity, 
sales and legal work. 


tively Bow Out as 














STARTS T0 K. 0. 
BRITISH 8.0. 


Or | 


Bombings of larger cities along the 
southwest and southeast coast of the 
British Isles has brought the shut- 
tering of many theatres. Estimated 


by U. S. film officials that several 
hundred cinemas are involved in 
this first drastic cPosing of houses 


since the first few days of the Eu- 
ropean war. 

Continued 
tively open 
expected 
to do heavy damage to all theatre 
business, already badly impaired by 
the threat of a Nazi invasion. What 
home office officials fear is that these 


bombings of campara- 
cities in Great Britain 


IS 


the duration 


theatre shuttering for 
of the war. 

This would be a body blow to for- 
eign income of American distribu- 
tors because 35-45% 
business comes from Great Britain. 

Although England suffered from 
bomb raids staged by Zeppelins in| 
the World War, they never were as 
severe or wide-sweeping as current | 
blasts from the skies. 


| 


ficant to a number of companies 
which maintain synchronization stu- 
dios there. The Paris office, for 
most U. S. distribs, handled Con- 
tinental Europe, the Near East, 
Asia and all Africa excepting South 
Africa Future setup likely will 
be to ship prints to Bagdad and 
then by train into Hungary, Ro-| 
mania, Turkey, Greece and Bul- 
garia. If this route is not used, ship- 
ments may go to Lisbon and then | 
Via rail through France if trans- | 
portation soon is restored close to 
normal. 


Brazil, Argentine OK 

An additional bright feature is the | 
revelation that the flow of remit- 
tances from Brazil and Argentina 
has not been halted. So far, finan- 
cial men with foreign departments 
of Yankee companies claim the only | 
change is that distributors are re- 
quired to get permits from .native | 


banks for shipping currency to U 
S. This enables the two nations 
to control the flow of money, but, to 
date, most majors have encoun- 
tered no difficulty in securing per- | 
mits for shipments. Previously, it 
had been feared that coin with-| 
drawals would be curbed in these 
countries. 


Any upbeat in foreign nations also | 


will enhance the earning capacity 
of U. S. majors possessing theatre 


Operations outside the domestic 
field. Metro is leader in this re- 
Sard, having 27 theatres in nearly 


3s many key cities. Company will 


have six in the Latin-Americas with | 


the completion of two projected 
Ones this year. 


Sulky for Withers 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Jane Withers goes in for harness | 
horse racing in her next 20th-Fox 
starrer, ‘Owners Up.’ Trotting foot- 
age will be shot at the Sonoma 
County Fair Grounds. 

Currently moppet is working in 
“Youth Will be Served.’ 





DISNEY ON WAR 
~ SKED: B.0. NSG 


| i 
Hollywood, July 16 

The Walt Disney staff is on a war- 

time footing with 200 dropped. Car- 

toons hard hit ~ Aagnoeen se of the for- 

|eign market, wi ‘Pinocchio’ 


NAZI BLITZING 


by picture executives | 


of total foreign | 


Producer — Pattern Itself 
After United Artists Unit 
Setup, Financing Perhaps, 
But Distributing Mainly 


MANY INTERESTS 


it 
may pattern 


Within a year or sooner is re- 


ported RKO 


solely a distributing company own- 
ing a chain of theatres on which 
the valuation is placed high. 

RKO, under such a plan, would 
remove itself from the scene as an 
active film-maker and depend for 
its output on producer individuals 
or companies financing themselves 
or, under certain conditions, obtain- 


purposes. 

Such a move by the company, 
which is an outgrowth of mergers of 
the old Keith circuit, Film Book- 
ing Offices, Producers Distributing 
Corp. and Pathe, would be the first 
in the industry to be taken follow- 
ing the organization 21 years ago of | 
the UA company. UA was set up by 
four individuals who were dissatis- | 
fied with the production-distribution | 
of their pictures at the hands of the 
then-existing film majors. 
were D. W. Griffith, Charles 
lin, Mary Pickford and 
Fairbanks, 

Since that time UA has 
at the point where it is the 
tributing agency for numerous pro- 
ducers, all of whom finance their 
own pictures, though through 
years UA has frequently made nec- 
| essary advances against film rental 
| return on the pictures. 


RKO would no doubt do the same 





= he ap- | 





could be reached, it is_ believed, 
except that it would basically func- 
tion much the same as UA in act- 
ing largely as a distributing outfit. 
Prior to assuming presidency of 
RKO George J. Schaefer was first 
v.p. of UA 
Many Units Already 

More than any other company out- 
side of UA, the RKO organization 
|has been shifting toward separate 
|producer deals though a producer 
i|like Orson Welles is financed by it. 
| Others aren’t, including Walt 
ney, Max Gordon and Harry 
Goetz, the Gene Towne-Graham 
|Baker unit, March of Time, and 
| Harold B. Franklin. Last-mentioned 
| is said to have been aided by RKO 





in the financing of the singleton he 
| has made for the 1940-41 program, 
‘Villain Still Pursued Her.’ Other 
units with RKO but financed by it 
include Charles Laughton-Erich 
| -aannee and Herbert Wilcox 

The company is reported to be 


| s 


dist 
| (Continued on otal 


MRS. FDR. 8 PROLOG 
TO SON’S BRITISH PIC 


ussing deals with additional pro- 
20) 


carry- | 
| ing only two beni gn versions against | 


‘Snow White's’ seven Former | 

grossed $2,000,000 since its February | 

| release against a cost of $2,500,000 
‘Snow White,’ costing $2,000,000, 


reaped $4,000,000 in its first six 


months 
around $7,500,000. 


| Wayne’s ‘Outsider’ Deal 


Hollywood, July 16. 


John Wayne and Republic revised | 


| their contract, which has three years 

to run, to allow the actor to do one 
outside picture per year. His as- 
signment with Marlene Dietrich in| 
‘Seven Sinners’ at Universal is the 
outside deal for this year. 

Wayne reports July 20 at U for 
five weeks, after which he returns to 
the home lot to star in the Peter B. 

| Kyne story, ‘The Big Bonanza.’ 


with the world take to date | 


Special prolog will be spoken by 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt for the first 
|release by son Jimmy as a United 


Artists producer. Picture, 
is not one of his Own making, 
one he acquired from an indie 
ducer in England, John 
It’s an anti-Nazi picture 
‘Pastor Hall.’ 
is currently. 
British Isles. 
Mrs. Roosevelt will do the prolog, 
it was said, because of ‘the timeli- 
ness and importance of the picture.’ 


pro- 


distributing it in the 





| in the Reich to the famed Protestant 


minister, Pastor Niemoller, who's | 
ow in a concentration camp. Wil- 


fred Lawson, Nova Pilbeam and 
| Seymour Hicks are starred. Roy 
Boulting directed, from a story by 
Ernst Toller. 


OWNING THEATRES 


Reportedly, Co. Would a 
a 


itself | 
after United Artists by becoming | 


FILMS ON THE 


ing advances from RKO for such} 


They | | 
Douglas | 
arrived | 


dis- | 


the | 


where agreement in such directions | 


Dis- | 
M. | 


however, | 
but | 


Boulting. | 


labeled | 
British Grand National | 


It deals with the treatment accorded | 








Can’t Untrack 





Hollywood, July 16. 
Joe Frisco’s vocabulary is 
strictly in line with his equine 
thoughts. Other day he was 
standing at Hollywood and Vine 
telling a friend he was opening 
at La Conga that night. Friend 
inquired, ‘where is it?’ 
Joe replied: ‘Six furlongs down 
the street.’ 











TRULY RURAL 
BANDWAGON 





to come in for more serious consid- 
| eration from a distribution and ad- 
| publicity angle, but this week indi- 





| cations loomed large that the farm | 


population might even receive a bet- 
| ter break type of stories pro- 
| duc ed. 
experimented on true-life rural yarns 
|and others have been given sugges- | 
tions regarding how the country | 
patronage might be improved via 
typical home-town yarns. 

While the western automatically 
is a must for many routine rural the- 
|} atre operations, on certain days, at 
| the same time the small exhibitor for 


in 


A couple of companies have 


of drama as no good for his patron- | 


age. 

Basic thought behind plans to ac- 
cord rural audiences a tumble is that 
as long as pictures are being pro- 
duced primarily for the American 
| market it would be wise to consider 
all types of patrons. As one film ex- 
ecutive pointed out in his recom- 
mendations for future story plots, too 
}many films have simply 
themes, are made to please 
vanity of some star, or 
terned 
the metropolitan audience. He con- 
tends that too often the great rural 
audience overlooked entirely or 
| depicited in decisive manner. 


the 


is 


M-G DRIVE ON 
} 

Howard Di« head of Metro pub- 
ad departmer sack at his desk 
in New York after confabbing at the 
Ceast studio fo past six weeks 
Under new policy, pictures in small 
town first-runs will be more heavily 
publicized. 

Plan results from increased reve- 
nues following experimental cam- 
paigns in behalf of ‘Mortal Storm.’ 





WB Denies Spaeth $ Suit | 


Warner 





Bros. Pictures, Inc., 


| 


has 


entered a general denial in N. Y. fed- 
|eral court Monday (15) to the $500.,- 


/000 libel suit brought by Sigmund 
| Spaeth, alleging that Spaeth has not 
the international reputation as a mu- 
sician, that he claims he has, denies 
the alleged libel, and seeks a dis- 
missal. 


— | 


DIST AIR. Bl BUT ALSO: Blank and Wilby, Par Partners, 
Coordinators in Picture Industry s 
Co-op on U.S. Defense Propaganda 


A. H. Blank and R. B. Wilby have 
been named as coordinators for large 
portions of the country, including 
territories in which they operate, in 
the campaign of the picture indus- 
try cooperating with the Govern- 
ment on defense propaganda and 
patriotism. Both are large Para- 
mount partners and will function in 
behalf of Par partners as well as in- 
dependents in their areas. 





Not only is the rural market due | 


years has regarded the boudoir-type | 


| 


Meantime, Leonard Goldenson 
|Paramount home office executive, 
|declares plans are being worked out 
'for other regions of the country in 
which it operates. 

Blank will act as the clearing 
house on the defense preparedness 
movement for the midwest and the 
west in connection with the part to 
be played on Red Cross drives, re- 
cruiting, patriotic measures, etc. He 
was very active in this connection 
in the last World War and also aided 
materially through his large circuit 
of theatres in promoting the FHA 
(Federal Housing Administration) 
for the Governme't. Blank operates 
close to 100 theatres, and is a 50-50 
partner of Paramount’s. 

Wilby, of the Kincey-Wilby chain, 
which is associated with Par in 
operation of 150 houses, will serve 
as the clearing house for the South, 
|also including other Par partnerships 
and independents. He headquarters 





_|at Atlanta: Blank at Des Moines. 
| Blank, Wilby and others in the 
| Par fold who will handle the cam- 


\paign to help make the public de 
'fense-minded for other territories, Ss, 
| will also clear information on what 
is being done to the Par h.o. 

Blank is expected in New York in a 
| week or so to discuss defense cam- 
paign plans and is also planning to go 
| to Washington on the matter. He will 
| devote the major portion of his time 
to the new task of coordinator for 
the west, 





'HURLEY’S PAR DICKER 


COOL, MAY GO METRO 





‘smart’ | 


Negotiations between Harold Hur- 
ley and Paramount calling for re- 


| lease by latter of pictures to be made 


are pat-| 


strictly to catch the fancy of | reported chilled. 


and financed by Hurley 
Hurley, 


is dickering with Metro. 


himself, is 
meantime, 
A year ago 


| when he was still at Par in charge 


| Spaeth charged the character of | 


the professor in ‘Naughty But Nice, 
|played by Dick Powell, maligned 
him and his repuiation a ‘tune 
| detective.’ 


as 


of ‘B’ productions, Louis M. Mayer 
offered him a spot on the lot. 

Par’s former executive producer 
over the low-budgeters wants to 
make two A’s and two B’s under his 
own financing. Understood that one 
of the reasons his discussions with 
Par have cooled that Par is no 
longer interested in any B’s. Also, 
it has room under its policy for no 
more than a total of four outsides 
two of six planned already have 
been arranged for. These are two 
30oris Morros will turn out for Pa 


18 


reiease 


Murton Casting for Morros 


Hollywood, July > 
al Pictures (Boris Morro 
currently filming ‘Second 
signed Jack Murton as cast- 
ing director. 
Murton moved over from Frank 
Lloyd Productions, where he worked 

in a similar capacity for ‘The How- 
ards of Virginia.’ 


Cooling Off Period 
Los Angeles, July 16 

Wayne Morris took first advantage 
of a new California law to file a pe- 
tition in reconciliation court to pre- 
vent divorce action by his estranged 
wife, the formér ‘Bubbles’ Schinasi. 

Statute, adopted last December, 
prevents the filing of a divorce for 
30 days, during which time the re- 
conciliation court holds closed hear- 
ings in effort to restore family 
peace, 
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First Batch of 5 Films for Juke-Box 
Trade Pots Up Censorable Angles; 
Slot-Machine Pix Boom Poverty Row 


7 





Hollywood, July 16. Prison Circuit 
Dramatizing five song titles, Tech- 
niprocess and Special Effects Corp. | 
have turned out first five shorts, | 
filmed exclusively for the nickel-in- 
the-slot trade. Initial batch of sub- | 
jects indicates possibilities of the | 
new type of animated exhibition, 
and while several of the shorts 
would not pass muster with the Hays 
purity league, pictures were made 
solely for barroom, cafe and other 
spots where public tastes are not so 

pronounced, 
Pictures were filmed on 35 mm. 





When Joe Jacobs, Omaha's 
Columbia exchange branch man- 
ager, went to sell his product | 
this year to Jules Rachman, | 
who buys for the state peniten- | 
tiary, he asked how many times | 

| 
| 
| 


Lincoln, Neb., July 16. 


the film would be shown. Prison 
has started shows outside the 
wall this year for trusties, in 
addition to the one inside, so 
Rachman, ex-showman, now in 
the clink, told him the situation. 





film, and then reduced to 16 mm. ‘Can’t do that to us.’ said 
size. Initial subjects completed are Jacobs. ‘That's bicycling.’ 
‘Playmates,’ ‘The Man That Came | 








Around,’ ‘Say Si Si,’ ‘Harem Life’ 
and ‘Love Song of Renaldo.’ 

‘Harem Life’ runs heavily to nud- 
ism and cooch dancing, and ‘Man 
That Came Around’ also has its sexy 
moments. Other pictures are more 
suited for cafes, markets and the 
like, but wherever they are shown 
they are quite likely to quickly re- 
place the present type of juke boxes, 
with which the country is presently 
flooded. 

Mario Castegnaro is production 
chief of the new coin-in-slot output 
with Ralph Hammeras and John| yrusic publishers have declared 
Seitz listed as associate producers. ; ee 
Directors credited are Wallace Mil- themselves as determined to maintain 
am and Jack Murray. Ed Hammeras | 4 close check on the uses that are 
photographed, doing a swell job, and | made of their material in coin-oper- 
Thomas Peluso, who gets credit for | steq visio-sound machines. One thing 
musical direction, demonstrated that | : ‘ at : 
he knows what it’s all about. Special | they don’t want with their song is 
lyrics and music are by Philip; to have them dramatized. Another 


Norton. is to have them associated with any- 


MUSIC MEN T0 
CURB BLUE 
JUKE-PIX 








| assigned 
| which embraces the Boston, 


Shorts, as previewed here, were 
exhibited on an 18x24 inch screen 
fitted atop a cabinet resembling an 
ordinary phonograph or music box. 


Producers state they have no inter- | 


est in boxes for projection, being 
solely concerned with film output. 
Poverty Rew No More 


Poverty Row is no longer that 
way. The old celluloid prospectors, 


who have been existing off the cuff 


for many a lean year, are digging up | 


long forgotten reeis to be rejuven- 
ated for the slot-machines. 

Little laboratories in the district 
between Sunset and Santa Monica 
boulevards, gathering dust since the 
big companies moved out into the 
adjacent valleys, are being vacuum- 

(Continued on page 10) 


BOOM ON TIBBETT FOR 
4A’S JOB EXPECTED 


Hollywood, July 16. 

A move is afoot here among 4A 
affiliates to boost Lawrence Tib- 
bett into presidency of parent body 
at reorganization meet tomorrow. 
He would serve without pay but it is 
not known definitely whether he 
_would accept. 

Certain AFRA and AGVA 





Screen Actors Guild is uncertain. | 
Hollywood actors have 32 votes 
against 34 for all other Four A 
groups. 





Rep. Pays Lone Ranger Co. 
$15,000 to Settle Suit 


Suit of The Lone Ranger, Inc., 
against Republic Productions, Inc., 
was settled and discontinued Satur- 
day (13) out of N. Y. federal court. 
Settlement of the action involved 
payment by Republic to the plain- 
tiff of $15,000 in full settlement of 
all money claims, and eliminated the 
injunction granted the plaintiff by 
Judge Alfred C, Coxe on March 6. 

Plaintiff owns the radio rights to 
the serial, and in June 1937 entered 


an agreement with Republic to pro- | 
duce a film serial based on the prin- | 
Permission was also | 
granted to Republic to make a fea- | 


cipal character. 


thing which might be 
suggestive and open to 
from local censors. 

These pubs have taken the posi- 
tion that the only way they can pre- 
vent their tunes from being identi- 


pictorially 
criticism 


| fied with questionable film matter js 
to obtain in advance a detailed de- 


scription of the pictures that will go | 


with the music. The industry re- 
cently got an insight into how this 
new twist to the coin-machine busi- 
ness could run away from them 


| when the manufacturer of one of 


lead- | 
ers started ‘draft Tibbett’ movement | 
but attitude of Actors Equity and | 


these short subjects previewed his | 


pictorial version of the song, ‘The 
Man Who Came Around.’ It was 
tagged by the music men who saw it 
as pretty much on the dubious side. 

Although the film-sound mechan- 
ism has made little progress to-date 
in the matter of distribution, the 
publishers are beginning to wonder 
whether the visio contraption will 
in a few years supplant the phono- 
| raph record version altogether. 
| Most pubs are of the opinion that the 
short subjects will be confined most- 
ly to dance bands and that this 
sound track music, and with the film 
dressed up in color, will gain a wide 
| vogue in the smaller dancehalls, as 
well as the drink and food dis- 
pensaries, 





Texas’ Visual Educ. 


Austin, Texas, July 16. 

Visual education is being planned 
for rural schools throughout the 
state, according to the State Super- 
intendant of Public Instruction here. 

A library of 75 educational and 
travalog reels will be available to 
schools with their own sound equip- 
ment, 





Indiana’s Series 
Terre Haute, Ind., July 16. 

The Sycamore theatre of the In- 
diana State Teachers’ Ccllege here 
has films showing the history of the 
film industry. Cuttings from the first 
cruce motion pictures down to the 
present, technically perfect pictures, 
have been made into a soundfilm 
and are being shown at the college 


the campus. 


Prof. Robert Masters follows the | 


in connection with the speech and |} 
reading institute now in session on | 


Barry Burke May Become 
An Exhibitor in Texas 


Barry Burke, who recently re- 
signed as district manager of Para- 
mount’s Minneapolis and St. Paul 
theatres, is reported going to Texas 


to step out on his own as an ex- | 


hibitor. 

He formerly was in the Texas ter- 
ritory for the old Publix circuit, 
later transferring to the northwest. 

Burke will remain in Minneapolis 


| another two, or three weeks before 
| shifting to the southeast. 





Gus Schaefer’s N.E. 
RKO Division as Herb 
McIntyre Takes Coast 


In a shift to spot Gus Schaefer in 
RKO’'s domestic sales department in 
an executive capacity, he has been 
the northeastern district 
New 
Haven, Albany and Buffalo branch 
offices. He is a brother of George 
J. Schaefer, president of RKO, and 
up to last May was in foreign dis- 
tribution in charge of the Caribbean 
countries, 
| Schaefer succeeds Herb McIntyre 
over the northeast.’ Shifted from the 
| Dallas territory to Boston, where 
| headquarters of the division is made, 
|about two years ago, McIntyre now 
| returns to Los Angeles where he 
| was exchange chief for Pathe 10 
|;years ago. McIntyre is reported to 
|have first been offered the entire 
| south but did not want that. In con- 
/sequence Dave Prince was given all 
|of lower Dixie,. headquartering at 
| Atlanta. 
| In taking over the Pacific Coast 
| territory, taking in the Los Angeles, 
|San Francisco, Portland, Salt Lake 
| City and Denver branches, McIntyre 
takes over the post held for some 
years by Harry Cohen. Latter steps 
,down to handle the L. A. office, 
while Newton Jacobs, whom he suc- 
| ceeds there, will be handed a new 
assignment shortly. 


Bill Fadiman’s Lecture 
| Tour on Film Scripts 





| 
} 
| 
l 
| 





| 

William J. Fadiman, eastern story | 
editor of Metro, is being booked for | 
a tour of the nation’s lecture plat- 
forms next season. 


culling the literary output of the 
world for suitable film material, is | 
being offered program committees. 
They are ‘Picking the Winners or | 
What Makes a Good Movie,’ ‘Do | 
Great Books Make Great Movies’ and | 
‘Books Into Movies.’ 

In the first lecture, Fadiman will 
give a ‘behind-the-scenes account of 
what goes into the making of a/| 
movie from the literary viewpoint,’ 
and will tell how stories are selected 
and talk on comparative values of 


| 


various sources of material. Second ' 
lecture will explain ‘why so few 
literary masterpieces are produced 


as pictures, what dictates selection 
of current best-sellers, what is cur- | 
rent trend in Hollywood in relation | 
to literature and what has been Hol- | 
lywood’s success in perpetuating be- 
loved books.’ In the third talk, Fadi- 
man will tell how world literary 
| markets are combed for film stories. | 

Fadiman is one of the first film 
people, outside of actors and direc- | 
tors, to take to the lecture platform. | 
In his early thirties, he’s also the in- | 
dustry’s youngest story ed. Graduate 
of University of Wisconsin and Uni- 
versity of Paris, Fadiman was with 
the Leland Hayward agency, Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and Columbia Pictures 
before joining Metro 

W. Colston Leigh office booking 
him. 








Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, July 16. 
Lee Bennett inked player contract 
at Warners. 
Hal Roach signed Gordon Doug- 
as as a director-writer. | 
Stanley Alexander drew a moppet | 
pact with Walt Disney. | 
Warners picked up Dick Clayton’s | 





Cut-Rate Chiseler 





Brownwood, Texas, July 16. 

An alarming decrease was 
noted here in the juvenile at- 
tendence at the local motion pic- 
ture house, It occurred for sev- 
eral Sundays. Finally attendants 
at the house began an investi- 
gation. 

They discovered that a local 
15-year old boy had opened one 
of the exit doors and was doing 
a land office business at cut 
rates. 








‘40-41 PRODUCT 
DEALS SET 


—_———_— 


RKO has sold its entire 1940-41 
product to the Maine & New Hamp- 
shire Theatres (Paramount) cover- 
ing 28 houses. Deal set by John 
Ford, general manager of M. & N.E., 
headquartering at Boston, with Andy 
Smith, Gus Schaefer and Ross Crop- 
per sitting in for RKO. 

Company has also closed with 
Loew’s Poli string in New England; 
with Monarch to cover its Indian- 
apolis houses, and Joe Lawrence in 
Salt Lake City, an indie. Bob Mo- 
chrie (RKO) and Joe Vogel (Loew's) 
; set the Loew’s New England deal. 





RKO AND OTHER 


}operator for 


RKO has also sold the Grace Rod- 
gers circuit in Illinois, Arkansas and 
Missouri; the Al Boyd string in Phil- 
adelphia, and Tanner circuit (five 
situations) in Iilinois. 

James R. Grainger left Monday 
night (15) for Detroit, Chicago and 
possibly other points to discuss 1940- 

1 deals for Republic. 
from the Coast last 
sales chief due back 
(22). 

Somewhat unique in view of the 


week. Rep’s 
next Monday 


. Choice of three | tact Select Atgractions does not have 
subjects, all pertaining to his job 4 


salesmen on the road is that in 13 
days of selling on ‘Leopard Men of 
Africa,’ being sold singly, the com- 


pany has closed for a total of 44! 


weeks of engagements. Eddie Mc- 
Evoy, for years with RKO, is general 
sales manager of the company. 

Circuits which have taken the film 
for starter dates, a few of them al- 
ready played, and are moving it in- 
to other towns in which they op- 
erate, include Loew’s, RKO, Publix- 
Shea, Ike Libson, Wilmer & Vincent, 
Warner Bros., Brandt Bros. and scat- 
tered indies, including Harry Bala- 
ban in Detroit. Brandt opens the 
film at the Globe, N. Y., Friday (26). 

As a part of the deals it is mak- 
ing, Select furnishes an exploitation 
man, a set of mechanical animals for 
use in lobby or elsewhere and, in 
some cases, participation in the local 
advertising. 


STOLL, RECOVERED, MAY 


SETTLE IN SYRACUSE 





Recovering from a serious auto ac- 
cident but hobbling on a cane, Harry 
C. Stoll has shifted to Syracuse, 
N. Y., and may return to theatre op- 
eration there. He was until recently 
Paramount,. Middle- 
town, N. Y. 

Stoll was in the hospital four 
weeks with 12 different fractures. a 


| partially-crushed chest and a heart 


that had shifted two inches but has 
now returned to its normal position. 


| He was on the way to Syracuse when 


the crash occurred. 


New N. Y. Stagehands’ Deal 


An agreement with the New York 








He returned | 


ture out of the serial. After differ- | lms with a discussion of the re- 


ences arose, the plaintiff sued to Source value of current motion pic- | 


break the contract claiming Repub- 
lic has failed to fulfill its obligations. | 
Damages of $10,000 and an injunc- | from advertising its new film in anv 
tion were sought and an accounting manner which might so deceive the 
for 10% over a $390,000 gross. It was public. While under the settlement 


| tures. 





also claimed Republic was attempt-j|the injunction is vacated, its terms | 


ing to promote a new serial, ‘The still hold good. Republic, however, 


Lone Texas Ranger,’ and to deceive | may release the feature, made from | 


the public into believing both serials the serial, but may not interfere with 
were the same. the plaintiff in selling the rights to 
Judge Coxe enjoined Republic anyone else. 


}actor option. 
Lew Seiler’s director ticket re- 
i/newed at Warners. 

Metro handed a minor pact to 
Larry Nunn. 

William Gargan made new deal 
with RKO. 

Philip Terry penned actor ticket 
at Paramount. 
| 20th-Fox renewed writing deals 
with Norman Foster, Irving Cumm- 
ings, Jr., and William Conselman. 
iJ, 


|stagehands, Theatrical Protective 
| Union, No. 1, was signed by thea- 
}tres and circuits of the Greater 


|New York area Monday afternoon 
| (15), providing for a week's vaca- 
| tion with pay. 
| The contract will run for three 
|years from this coming Sept. 1 but 
; the vacations will start this summer 
| in advance of the expiration of the 
old agreement. 

Scales and conditions otherwise 
‘remain the same. 


Schaefer Not Overly Optimistic, 
According to His RKO Fee Plea 


George J. Schaefer, president of 
| RKO, on Thursday (11) filed an affi. 
| davit in N. Y. federal court adding 

his voice to those of others of the 
, company, pleading with the court to 
keep reorganization fees low, Schae. 
|fer's affidavit painted a dark anq 
| dismal future for the film industry 
| and unquestionably is the most pessi- 
| mistic public statement yet made by 
'a film executive since the start of 
the second world war. 

| Schaefer opens his declaration by 
| stating that, at a special meeting of 
j the board of directors of RKO on 
| July 8, the board had requested that 
he inform the court of the status of 
| RKO and of the film industry, before 
applications for allowances were 
' passed on. 

‘In my opinion,’ states the RKO 
| president, ‘the motion picture indus- 
| try is now confronted with the most 
serious crisis in its history. Recent 
statements by various leaders of the 
industry appearing in the trade press 
give evidence that major and drastic 
readjustments are inevitable, if the 
industry is to survive. The war 
throughout the world has lessened 
theatre attendance abroad, and the 
withdrawal of funds from foreign 
countries and losses through the de- 
preciation of foreign currencies, and 
the fact that certain markets are 
lost completely, have hurt badly.’ 


Figures 


Schaefer pointed out that from 
| Sept. 1 to Dec. 31, 1939, Radio Pic- 
|tures, the producing company, lost 
| about $500,000. Film rentals received 
'from the warring countries in 1937 
| were $6,724,986; in 1938 they were 
| $9,222,231, and in 1939 $7,817,329, 
This represented 80%, 82% and 81% 
|of all foreign revenues received, or 
23%, 27% and 27% of the total world 
revenues, including the U. S. Cash 
receipts from foreign territories for 
| the 31 weeks ended June 1, 1940, for 
this year, were $3,689,721, as com- 
pared with $4,788,531 for the same 
period last year. 

From June 5, 1939, to Oct. 28, 1939, 
RKO received $881,354 from _ the 
United Kingdom. Now under the 
‘Embassy Agreement’ the maximum 
cash that may be received for an 
identical period will be $360,000. 

In order to circumvent this misfor- 
tune, Schaefer declared that all RKO 
employees receiving in excess of 
$4,500 yearly received cuts from 10% 
ito 50%. ‘RKO needs to conserve 
every possible dollar of working 
capital. In my opinion, it is unlikely 
that Radio Pictures will be a source 
of any income to the new company 
during the next year or so. On the 
contrary, it will need assistance. Un- 
der normal circumstances’ Radio 
could borrow from various banks. 
Now these banks may look to the do- 
mestic market for their entire re- 
coupment, and thus limit their loans. 
KAO has recently spent $250,000 for 
additional theatre properties and a 
large dividend from it this year is 
problematical,’ concluded Schaefer. 

The RKO president did not request 
any specified limit on fees, but indi- 
cated the amount must be cut to the 
bone, if the new company is to keep 
on its feet. 





Finale 
Last RKO hearing in the seven 
and a half years of RKO’s court ex- 
istence was held Friday (12) in the 
’N. Y. fderal court before Judge Wil- 
liam Bondy for the purpose of allow- 
| inj; Thomas Finletter, RKO attorney, 
to file an application for an allow- 
ance. Finletter failed to show up, 
and the court indicated that it would 
consider his failure to put in an ap- 
pearance as wiping out his request. 
Events were enlivened a bit when 
Florence J. Sullivan, attorney, seek- 
ing $64,500 for his services, attacked 
the presence of the SEC at the hear- 
ings, and asked that everything 10 
which the exchange commission had 
participated be stricken from the 
record. Sullivan charged that the 
SEC had no legal right to intrude on 
judicial process. The court appar- 
|ently gave little héed to the request, 
| although agreeing to read Sullivan's 
| papers. 
| 4... 
| METRO’S 2 TESTEES 
| Joan Roberts, niece of Dr. Frank 
O'Reilly, parish priest of Mt. Ver- 
non, has been optioned by Metro 
for a screen test. She is a find of 
Claudia Frank, dramatic coach. Film 
company thinks enough of her 
chances to supervise special coach- 
ing in dramatics and singing before 





screentesting. Miss Roberts is & 
| Singer and dancer. 

| Evelyn Ankers, currently in 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ has been 


placed under option for a screen 
j test by the same company. 
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Barkeeps Hoggishness in Michigan 
On Tax Gyp Reacts to Favor Pix 





Detroit, July 16. 

Those new defense taxes are bring- 
ing about a peculiar situation in! 
Michigan. It is reacting favorably 
to the picture exhibitors. 

Astute on the handling of those 
penny additions on theatre prices 
they early gained good-will here and 
throughout the state by the use of 
patriotic trailers which explained 
why the taxes were added, flew the 
stars and stripes and made it a de- 
fense ballyhoo which had the cus-| 
tomers cheering and applauding. The 
public somehow gleaned the impres- 
sion that going to the picture shows 
they were helping to buy Uncle Sam | 
pattleships and tanks, sorely needed. | 

Not so smart were the liquor| 
operators in the night clubs and) 
numerous beer gardens of Michigan. | 





In fact, many an outraged guy has | 
climbed on the wagon. The reason, 
for this is that they gained the well- 
founded impression they were being | 
clipped on the new defense taxes on | 
every drink. 

While the brewers here absorbed | 
most of the defense taxes and only | 
passed only the equivalent of ‘«c. on | 
a bottle of beer, it wasn’t enough for | 
the vendors. Instead of upping the) 
price of local beer from a dime to 
lic. they went all the way to 15c. | 


Brewers | 

The reason that the public got’ 
wise to the clip is because this made 
the brewers sore. They ran ads in 
all the newspapers pointing out the 
slight increase they had made in 
price for the new taxes. Joe Public 
saw that the barkeeps were getting 
to him for an additional 4*4c. per bot- 
tle under the guise of patriotism. 

The brewers’ special reason for 
running their ads to the general public 
is that when the vendors boosted 
the prices of local beer from 10 to L5c. 
per bottle it put them in direct com- 
petition with the outstate brews. 
Local brewers had had the edge 
since their beer sold for a dime and 
beer imported from outside the 
State retailed at 15c. 

Following up this clew the news- 
papers—using an added condemna- | 
tion from the State Liquor Control 
Commission—revealed further clip- 
ping in the liquor spots. They 
showed the glass makers had a big 
boost in the sale of those thick short 
glasses—which look like an ounce 
and hold about half of that. 

This let the local drinkers see that 
where the bartender had already 
been having a good thing in charging 
from 25c. to 35c. a mixed drink and 
new taxes shouldn’t have added 
more than a penny to it, his shot was 
being cut nearly in half. Plenty of 
guys said nuts, and are doing their 
hoisting at home. 

The public has grown wary of all 
the drinking spots—the revelations 
have cut biz even downtown—while 
the picture houses have their good 
will. It shows that in two of the 
ways to skin a cat—one is painless. 


BOOTLEGGED ‘BIRTH?’ 
BUFFALO SUIT AVERS 


Buffalo, July 16 

_ Complaint filed in Federal Court 
awe by Thomas Dixon and Epoch 
Producing Corp. of New York 
against Film Classic Exchange this 
city charges that Charles Tarbox, 
Owner of the exchange, made un: 
authorized copies of ‘Birth of a 
Nation,’ which were distributed 
without consent of the plaintiffs. 
Dixon, author of the story, is now 
Federal court clerk at Raleigh, N. C. 
“fe complaint alleges that Tarbox 
infringed on the copyright filed .in 
1915 by D. W. Griffith, Dixon and 
Epoch, Damages and an injunction 
are sought restraining F-C from 
further reproduction and distribution 
of the prints which, it is stated, were 
made with knowledge of the copy- 
tight and without permission. 
Profits earned by Tarbox from the 
Sale and distribution of the copies 
are demanded with damages and 
establishment of the value of the 
Copyright which are stated to be in 
excess of $3,000. 





> 





Penny Serenade 





Philadelphia, July 16. 


Edward Drese!, Superintendent 
of the Philadelphia Mint, has 
ordered a 24-hour shift to step 
up the manufacture of pennies, 
the supply of which has been 
depleted by demands resulting 
from the new defense tax. 

Theatres in the Philly area 
stocked up with nearly 3,000,000 
pennies in order to make change 
for the new levy. Virtually 
every house here has tacked the 
new tax on to the price of ad- 
mission. 








RKO SUES JL&S. 


OVER PALACE, 
CHI, DEAL 


Chicago, July 16. 

RKO is readying a suit against 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer for alleged 
breach contract. When RKO 
closed the Palace here for the sum- 
mer, deal was made with J. L. & S. 
whereby RKO would keep the Palace 
shuttered for a minimum of 10 
weeks, and that during that time, 
J. L. & S. would pay the Palace’s 
$1,750 weekly rental, in this manner 
having access to the Palace’s first- 
run product during that time for the 
J. L. & S. Oriental. 

J. L. & S., however, failed to pay 
rental on the Palace after six weeks 
and reverted to its former 40c policy 
which eliminated its claim on first- 
run product. 

RKO now wants J. L. & 3. to con- 
rental payments on the 





of 


tinue its 
Palace and is bringing suit to en- 
force such payrnent for the four 


weeks remaining on the agreement. 


PATHE NEWSREEL’S 
FIGHT EXCLUSIVE 


Obtaining exclusive rights to film- 
ing the Henry Armstrong-Lew Jenk- 
ins fight tonight (Wed.) in New York, 
Pathe will cover the tilt with Frank 
Donovan supervising the camera 
work. RKO will distribute the film 
nationally, making prints available 
for New York tomorrow morning 
(Thurs.) in New York and Friday 

| (19) elsewhere. 

} A repeal of the Federal laws 
against shipment of fistic pictures in 
commerce now makes it 
possible to ship the films anywhere 
excepting into states where local 
laws prohibit their showing 


interstate 


Boom Days at Rep. 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Heavy production gets under way 
on the Republic lot late this month, 
with the launching of the 1940-41 
program of 62 pictures, the biggest 
schedule in the history of the valley 
lot. 

M. J. Siegel, production chief, re- 


turned from home office huddles to |; 
find nine stories ready for shooting | 


and 18 more in various stages of} 
preparation. Albert J. Cohen, head 
of the story department, has 26 


writers at work. 

Not a camera turned at the Rep 
lot over the weekend, the first time 
the studio stages had been dark in 
several months. Roy Rogers’ west- 
ern starrer broke the idleness yester- 
day (Mon.) and ‘The Girl From 
Havana’ rolled today (Tues). 


‘START DEFE 





| 
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Prophesy Ruinous Admis- | 
sions Slashing to Get Down) 
to 20c (Tax-Free) Scale 


Unless All Amusement Tax | 


— 





Levies Begin at Ic 





HOW IT WORKS 





St. Louis, July 16. 
Besides circularizing Congress to 
amend the new Defense Tax legisla- 
tion on the grounds that it is foster- 
ing price-cutting, the MPTOA of St. 
Louis, Eastern Missouri and Southern 


Illinois is asking that similar bodies | 


throughout the nation join the move. 
At a meeting of the organization, 
presided over by Fred H. Wehren- 
berg, owner of a chain of nabes here, 
the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted: 


‘In a meeting the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of St. Louis, East- 
ern Missouri and Southern [Illinois 
unartimously adopted a_ resolution 
urging that the Congress amend the 
new Defense Tax legislation by 
eliminating all exemption on theatre 
admissions, so that the tax shall start 
at lc instead of 21c as at present, for 
the reasons hereinafter set out. 


‘Unlike the various items taxed 
under this new Defense Tax legisla- 
tion, amusements are singled out for 
special treatment in that a lower 
bracket is untaxed, with the result 
that since this tax has gone into ef- 
fect, many exhibitors have cut the 
admission price in their theatres 
they have charged for in years to 
drop below the taxable classification 
and thereby obtain a great advantage 
in luring patronage to their thea- 
tres over the exhibitor who patri- 
otically responded to the call of his 
government. 

Vicious Cycle | 

‘Price-cutting begets further price- | 
cutting, and the theatre operators 
represented by the Motion Picture | 
Theatre Owners of St. Louis, East- | 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois | 
are highly fearful that the law if 
continued as at present will result 
in a general demoralization of the | 
show business and as well defeat the 
Object of the government to raise 
funds for rearmament purposes from 
this source. 

‘To illustrate the point: the the-| 
atre operator who is charging 25c 
plus the tax of 3c or a total of 28c 
per admission must now compete 
with the exhibitor who has unfairly 
cut his admission price to 20c to 
evade the tax and yet be running at- | 
tractions ahead of the _ exhibitor 
charging 8c more per admission. 
Human nature being what it is, the 
bulk of the people will not wait 
weeks or even days to see a picture 
and then pay a higher admission 
price for the privilege just be@ause 
the exhibitor collecting the tax is a 
patriotic theatre operator. As a re- 
sult you can readily see that this ex- 
hibitor, in order to survive, will be 
forced to cut his admission price to 
20c, and as this sort of action travels 
like a plague, ultimately the ma- 
jority of theatres will be evading the 


' 


admission tax. 

In other words, the 
ent seems to place a premium on 
‘chiseling’ by unfair businessmen— 
action that threatens the entire price 
structure of the theatre industry as 
well as the success of the tax legis- 
lation, itself. And when this un- 
healthy condition spreads, it may re- 
sult in many theatres going out of 
business, causing unemployment that 
can only add to the thousands now 
receiving government aid. 

‘Our organization represents the 
voice of 99% of theatre operators in 
this territory who are _ patriotic 
citizens and are happy to do their 
part in helping our government in its 
vast program of defense. And they 
are hereby asking the Congress to 
amend this law, and they pray that 

(Continued on page 19) 
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AS NW Allied Opposes Upped Rentals, 


And Takes Militant Stand to Cut Em 
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Ignore Sales Drives 





Minneapolis, July 16. 

Northwest Allied members, in 
convention here, pledged them- 
selves to lay off sales drives. 

Leaders declared drives have 
become a ‘nuisance’ and that 
many exhibitors are ‘bothered to 
| death’ and made ‘nearly nuts’ by 
| the efforts of branch managers, 
| salesmen and bookers eager to 
| win cash prizes, 
It was asserted that to make 
commitments under the pressure 
of drives results in uneconomical 
Operation of theatres. ‘If we ig- 
nore the drives we'll have less of 
them,’ it was declared. 


RECAP ON ‘GONE 
SHOWS BIGB.O. 
ABROAD 


With ‘Gone With the Wind’ having 
completed runs or nearing comple- 














| tion in eight key cities of the world | 


market, recapitulation made this 


|; week reveals the David O. Selznick | 


|Opus as comparatively the same 
| record-breaker in the foreign field 
|as in U. S. Despite obvious adverse 
| conditions in many countries, ‘Gone’ 
|has played three to four times as 
| long as the average picture in spots 
booked to date. 

Picture just recently wound up 
12 weeks at the Empire, London, 
making total of 25 weeks for ‘Gone’ 
in British capital city. Surprising 
development is that it is being 


brought back on July 26 to the Ritz, | 
; London, despite threat of Nazi in- 


vasion, Previously did five weeks at 
this house and got eight weeks at the 
Palara 
Aa « iat Ce 


Next best showing was made ‘at 
Sydney, Australia, where a total of 
19 weeks were registered, eight at 


the St. James and 11 at the Liberty. 
St. James generally plays a film not 
longer than three weeks. ‘Gone’ 
also is in its seventh week at the Re- 
gent, Melbourne. Goes into the 
Metro and West’s, day-and-date, in 
Adelaide, starting July 24. 

Instead of running the usual seven 


days at the Metro, Bombay, the pic-| 


ture has played 28 days while in 
Calcutta, it has run 21 days at the 
Metro, instead of the usual seven. 


In Manila ‘Gone’ went 22 days at 
the Ideal instead of the customary 
7-9 days. Film is set for a repeat 
run in the same house next October. 

Although first prints are going to 
Latin-American countries in the next 
three weeks, no dates have been an- 
nounced in any of key cities. Buenos 
Aires and Rio de Janeiro probably 
will be tried first. 


RATOFF ON HIS TOES AT 
PAR WITH ‘BALLERINA’ 


Hollywood, July 16. 


First producer-director job for 
Gregory Ratoff at Paramount is 
‘Ballerina,’ slated to start Nov. 12, 


with Loretta Young in the starring 
role. 

Ratoff owns the screen rights to 
the novel, written by Eleanor Smith. 
He is dickering with the studio for 
another picture to follow ‘Ballerina.’ 


Finally Out of Shell 


Holiywood, July 16 
Metro goes back to the Get-Rich- 
Quick-Wallingford era to dig up ‘The 
Worid Is My Oyster,’ bedded in the 
vaults for two years. 
Joe Mankiewicz is the producer, 
Leon Gordon revamping the story. 





{ 


Minneapolis, July 16. 


Although H. M. Richey, RKO ex- 
hibitors’ relations director, warned 


| members that exhibitors will have 
| to take up ‘some of the slack’ caused 
| by loss of producers’ foreign market 
| income revenue, 


Northwest Allied 
| here has taken a militant stand for 
| lower film rentals. The organization 
| did this after Richey, in his talk at 
| the convention, asserted the loss 
| couldn't come entirely out of produc- 
| tion without a seriously adverse 
| effect on film quality and that such 
| @ procedure would drive customers 
| away and eventually put the exhibi- 
tor out of business. 

| Richey told the exhibitors they’d 
| have to give more thought to the 
| proposition of getting additional 
business into their boxoffice to help 
solve the problem. He _ further 
warned them that, under the con- 
| sent decree’s terms, the job of run- 
ning a theatre and a film exchange 
will be much tougher. It'll be a new 
business and exhibitors really will 
have to work, he asserted. 


However, Richey’s words appar- 
ently fell on deaf ears. A unani- 
| mously adopted resolution declared 
| ‘film for 1940-41 must be bought at 
rentals approximating 25-33% below 
last year’s figures in view of econ- 
omic conditions prevailing in this 
| territory and the fact that grosses 
are lower with no apparent way 
| of stopping their downward trend.’ 
| The convention put the exhibitors on 





| record to adhere strictly to such a 


| policy ‘in order to survive in the 
| theatre business.’ 
| Moreover, Fred Strom, newly 


elected executive secretary, in- 
| structed the indies to ‘buy collec- 
| tively this year.’ He said they should 
get the best possible deal from the 
| salesmen and then pass the informa- 
| tion along to him before signing any 
‘contract. After a study of the com- 
panies’ offers in the various situa- 
tions be promised to advise. the ex- 
| hibitor what course of action to 
pursue, 

‘Pass the Buck’ 

‘Pass the buck to this organization,’ 
said Strom. ‘Don’t get out on a 
limb and be plucked.’ 

Selection of Strom, a dark horse, 
for the executive secretary post at 
a $2,600 per annum stipend ($50 a 


week) to lead the organization in 
place of the incapacitated W. A. 
Steffes, who was voted a $15,000 a 


year salary in 1939 and who has re- 
tired from all activity because of ill 
health, came as big surprise. Strom, 
whose most recent position in the 
industry has been as a fill-in booth 
operator, but who has had some ex 
(Continued on page 20) 
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FILM IN FLORIDA 


Miami, July 16. 

Coral Gables, which started out a 
long second to New York in the past 
winter’s derby to grab film produc- 
tion from Hollywood, appears to be 
in the home stretch at the moment, 
while the nag with Mayor LaGuar- 
dia up broke a leg on the first turn 
| Contracts are said to have been 
| closed Saturday (14) which will have 
Florida’s initial feature produc- 
tion by the end of the month 

Pact is between George A. Hirli- 
man, indie who formerly produced 
for Grand National, and Colonnade 
| Pictures Corp., which erected a new 
studio at Coral Gables in the spring 
with no more sight of a possible 
tenant than the faith of Arthur H. 
Sawyer, vet film man, and the heavy 
| coin a local bigwig could conjure up. 
up. 


in 


Hirliman’s picture, ’tis said, will 
be ‘Adolescence,’ a screen play by 
Arthur Hoer! from an original story 
by Lawrence Meade. Star will be 


Eleanor Hunt, with Leon Janney op- 
posite. Feature parts will be handled 
by imports from N. Y. and Holly- 
wood, while lesser roles will be filled 
with home talent. Louis Gasnier 


ee — 
Vill Qi2eCct, 
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Stage Show Plus Switched Billing 


Helps L. A. Par 





Los Angeles, July 16. 

Only one house, the Paramount, 
js topping the 10-grand mark this 
week, with town cluttered with hold- | 
overs and the newcomers faring | 
only middling. Paramount, holdover | 
over ‘Ghost Breakers’ for a third | 
stanza and doubling it with ‘Queen | 
ef the Mob,’ plus an all-girl ‘oomph 
stage show, is hitting for good $14.000. 

‘Maryland,’ at the State and Chi- 
nese, is a disappointment, while My 
Love Came Back’ will not break any 
house records at the Downtown and 
Hollywood. ‘Wind,’ playing repeat 
at the United: Artists, and Our 
Town’ at the Four Star wind up this 
week, latter getting ‘Mortal Storm 
and UA returning to moveover first- 
run policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; (83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (5th 
week). Should annex slim $3,500 
currently, after fourth week ended 
just over $5,000 mark. Probably 
goes out this week. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75)—‘Maryland’ (20th) and 
‘Chan’s Cruise’ (20th). Picture has 
everything in its favor excepting 
atronage, and will be lucky to hit 
7,700. Last week ‘Andy Hardy 
Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Cisco Kid 
(20th), big $14,500 on nine days, 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55) 
—Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Murder 
Air’ (WB), dual. Headed for mild 
$5,000. Last week ‘Man_ Talked 
Much’ (WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), 
weak $4,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-40- 
55)—Our Town’ (UA) (4th-final 
week). Slipping to “e $1,700, after 
third stanza brought disappointing 
$2,700. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-40-55-75) 
—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th week) 


to $14,000; “Md. 


Slow $16,700, Love Back, $10,500 





Key City Grosses 


——— 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...........$1,416,306 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y. 
Total Gross Same Week 
i Seer erry $1,296,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 170 theatres) 


SUSAN BRIGHT 
$30,000 IN 
HUB DUO 


Boston, July 16. 
‘A)l This, and Heaven’ is running 
about even with ‘Susan and God’ 
here, both under expectations, but 
drawing good trade. ‘One Million 
B. C.’ is definitely out of the run- 
ning. 











Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-39-44) 
—‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Steel’ (U) On the soft side, not 
much more than $6,000 expected. 
Last week, ‘Island Doomed Men’ 
(Col) and ‘Girls Road’ (Col), okay 
$7,200. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d rua) 
and ‘Three Faces West’ (WB) lst 





and ‘Take Romance’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Reissue holding firm and with final 
week stretched to eight days should 
add another $2,000, good. 
week very good $5,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—-Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Murder Air’ 
(WB). Will hit fair $5,500. Last 
week ‘Man Talked’ (WB) and ‘Pop 
Pays’ (RKO), fair $4,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk) and 
‘West Peppers’ (RKO). Giving 
house new lease on life and third 
stanza will bring another excellent 
$6,000. Second week ended with big 
$9,200, better than anticipated. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and third 
week ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), with 
all-girl stage show. House trying 
experiment of holding over main 
feature as second bracket film, and 
going dual for the stanza. Looks like 
satisfactory $14,000. Last week topped 
$15,500, very good. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55)— 


‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk) and} 


“West Peppers’ (RKO). Main fea- 
ture still drawing ’em in and third 
week looks like good $5,200. Second 
stanza wound up with 
$9,000. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-40- 


55-75 )—‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Chan | 


Criuse’ (20th). 
000. Last week (nine days) ‘Hardy 
Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th), big $17,900. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
83-$1.10-$1.65). ‘Gone’ (3d wk). Will 
likely add another $7,500 to big gross 
on report. Second week brought as- 
tonishing $11,600. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55) 
—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Okay $5,300. Last 


week (nine days), neat $7,200 on 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Raiders’ | 
(M-G). 





BETTE-BOYER TORRID 


$12,500 IN COOL INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 16. 

A cool breeze, which hung around 
for several days, helped b.o.s some- 
what. 

Circle is leading the 
Bette Davis-Charles Boyer’s 
This, and Heaven Too.’ Loew’s, with 
‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ staying for 
second week, is also good. Lyric is 
n.g. with vaude and ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Very big 


town 


$12,500. Last week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) | 


and ‘Those Days’ 
$7,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
“Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Captain Lady’ (M-G). Good $9,000. 
Last week, great $12,500. 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) and 
vaude. Not so good at $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Hot Steel’ (U) and Ben Ber- 


(Par), average 


nie’s orch, fair $9,000. i 


Third 


excellent | 


Looks like weak $39.- | 


with | 
‘All | 


run). Okay for around $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Man Talked Much’ (WB) and 
| ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th), $3,800, 
| fairish. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
| 39-44-55 )—"Million B. C.’ (UA) and 
| ‘Saps Sea’ (U). In doldrums, $11,- 
| 006 tops anticipated. Last week, 
|*Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Private 
Affairs’ (U), $11,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Heaven, Too’ (WB) and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Slow turnover 
on long show is a handicap, but 
should tally about $18,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) and 
‘Gambling Seas’ (Par), $10,500, n.g. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
| 55)—‘Susan God’ (M-G) and ‘Turn- 
| about’ (UA). Heading for good $18,- 
|000. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) 
|} and ‘Florian’ (M-G), $19,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 
| 44-55)—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d 
|run) and ‘Three Faces’ (WB) (lst 
{run). Will hit around $7,000, okay. 
| Last week, ‘Man Talked Much’ (WB) 





28-39- 


'and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th), 
| dual, $5,500, fair. 

| Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44- 
| Sere Sons’ (20th) and ‘Man 


Talked Much’ (WB) (‘both 2d runs). 


Sad $3,000 promised. Last week, 
\*Safari’ (Par) and ‘Those Days’ 
| (Par) (both 2d run), $3,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) | 
—‘Susan God’ (M-G) and ‘Turn- 
about’ (UA). Aiming at good $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) 


(and ‘Florian’ (M-G), dual, $13,000. 


‘Hardy’ Battling Seattle 





Heat Wave for $8,900 





Seattle, July 16. 
Unbroken heat wave, with scarcely 
;a drop of rain in over a month, 


makes a weather record here. All 
| of which is no help at boxoffice. 
The Seattle winning ball club is 


out of town, which offsets the heat 
somewhat. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Untamed’ (Par) and 


‘Sandy Lady’ (U). Moveover from | oan 
Paramount. Fair $1,800. Last week, | only $3,000. slow: last week, ‘Sailor’s 
|‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Girl 313’|Lady’ (20th) and ‘Saint Over’| 
| (20th), mild $1,700. (RKO), eight days, $3,300, slow. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen)| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-40- 
| (1,900; 21-35). ‘Mule Team’ (M-G)!50)—‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB) and 
/and ‘On Own’ (20th) (2d run), Ex-| ‘Sunkist Vanities’ unit. Looks like 


| pected good $3,000. Last week, ‘Edi- 
| son’ (M-G) and ‘Million BC’ (UA) 
| (2d run), swell $3,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 30-40-50), ‘New Moon’ (M-G) 
| (2d wk). Headed for $4,500, okey. 
| Last week, grand $8,200. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50). 
| ‘Turnabout’ (UA) (3d wk). Looking 
fee good $4,000. Last week, $4,600, 
i lg. 
| Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850; 30-40-50) — ‘Mortal Storm’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (3d 
'wk). Anticipated fair $1,900. Last 
| week, $2,200, good. 
Orpheum (‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Not Tough’ (U) 
and ‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO). Expect 


Port. Is Dull; ‘Md.’ 





Portland, Ore.,-July 16. 

‘Maryland,’ at the big Paramount, 
is only average. The Broadway 1s 
holding ‘Andy Hardy Meets Debu- 
ante, and the United Artists is 
keeping ‘New Moon.’ 

Hot weather is keeping any house 
from bragging. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) (2d_ wk.). 
Good $4,000. First week went over 
for swell $5,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
000; 35-40-50 )—‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO) 
and ‘Earthbound’ (20th). Doing 
average $4,200. Last week, ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
(Par), second week, $3,400. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—*Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
(3d wk.) plus Baer-Galento. Good 
$3,000. Last week, with ‘Gambling 
| Seas’ (WB), second week, $3,300 

Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
20-30-40)—‘Grand Ole Opry’ (Rep) 
and ‘On Spot’ (Mono), with vaude 
unit ‘Midnite in Paris.’ Getting okay 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Carolina Moon’ 
(Rep) and ‘Ski Patrol’ (U), with 
vaude, $3,600. 

Paramount (Hatrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Maryland’ (20th) 
and ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO). Mak- 
ing average showing at $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Chan’s 
Cruise’ (20th), satisfactory $5,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘New Moon’ (M-G) and 
‘Love, Honor’ (U) (2d wk.). Okay 
_ First week topped burg, $6,- 


Bob Crosby- Sons 
OK 17146, Wash.; 





oe 











Washington, July 16. 

‘All This, And Heaven Too,’ 
originally announced as a roadshow 
attraction and then booked in at regu- 
lar prices as ‘special pre-release ex- 
clusive showing,’ is packing Earle 
nearly to capacity every perform- 
ance. Length of pic (2 hours, 20 
minutes) prevents more than five un- 
reelings, plus four 20-minute stage 
shows, per day, thus holding take 


film to regular size and permitting 
more showing per day would hurt 
pic’s popularity is open question, but 
present length appears as much of 
a hindrance as it is a boost toward 
the big coin. 

‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ is 
next, giving Loew’s big straight pic 
spot, Palace, a solidly above average 
return. Capitol, Loew’s vauder. is 
close on Palace’s heels with ‘Four 
Sons’ and Bob Crosby orch, latter 
getting the top billing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 28-39-44-66) 
—Four Sons’ (20th) Bob Crosby 
jorch. Headed for solid $17,500. Last 
| week, ‘Safari’ (Par) and vaude, light 
| $14,000. 


| Columbia 


| 





(Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
(M-G) (2d run). Back 
| downtown after good week at Capi- 
|} tol will hit good $5.000. Last week, 
| ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and (2d run), 
average $4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and vaude. Pint- 
| sized stage bill leaving it all up to 
| the pic to pack house for sock $22.- 


|‘Susan God’ 





|500. Last week, ‘Untamed’ (Par), 
fair $13.000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830:39-55)—‘Pri- 
vate Affairs’ (U). Opens today 


peg ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
(4th wk) held to profitable $5,500. 
| Last week same pic hit good $7,500. 
| _ Met- (WB) (1,600: 28-44)—‘Those 
| Days’ (Par). Struggling toward light 


| $3.500. Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
| (Par) (2d run), swell $9,000 for 10 | 
days. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242: 39-55)— 
|‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G). Strong 
$18,000. Last week. ‘New Moon’ 


(M-G) (2d wk), solid $106,000. 


| $5,500, good. Last week, ‘Gambling 
| Seas’ (WB) and ‘Gaucho Serenade’ 
| (Rep), dual, plus vaude, $3,800, slow. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Hardv Debutante’ 
(M-G) and ‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G). 
| Indicate great $8,500. Last week, 
|‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Sandy Lady’ 
| (U), $5,400, good. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
|‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Meet 
| Again’ (WB) (2d run-2d wk). Pac- 
| ing for good $2,200. Last week, same 
| firm, great $3,200. 
| Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
| 35)—-‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) and ‘Date’ 
!(U) (2d run). Look for okay $2,000. 
|Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) and ‘Star 
| Dust’ (20th), good $2,300. 


Average at $4,500 


Hardy Big 186 


down from record. Whether cutting | 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
es WOO. cd ccscses $262,200 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee PAA ee $235,300 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


HEAVEN’ BEST 
IN CINCY AT 
$16,500 








Cincinnati, July 16. 

Mainspring in advancing current 
combo take of major cinemas a shade 
above last week's is the hefty tug by 
‘All This, and Heaven Too’ at the 
Albee, Of the other three fresh re- 
leases, best take is on ‘Four Sons’ 
for a fair Keith's mark, ‘Sporting 
Blood’ and ‘Private Affairs’ being 
down under at the Capitol and Lyric, 
respectively. 

Palace is havmg one of its in- 
frequent holdovers on ‘Andy Hardy 
Debutante,’ which is racking up an 
all-right figure after a great first 
week, 

Pic parlors enjoyed a break from 
summer opposish over the weekend, 
when an unusual cool spell detoured 
amusement park and bathing pool 
trade indoors and offset sting of near 
capacity crowds at Crosley Field for 


| Saturday and Sunday double-headers 





‘Comedie Francaise’ Upping ‘Curtain’ 
To $15,500 in Otherwise Dull Frisco 





San Francisco, July 1¢ 

Town's quiet all around this week 

Destined for top take appears 4; 
be ‘Curtain Call,” at Golden Gate. 
which is well fortified with ‘Comedie 
Francaise’ unit on stage. Otherwise. 
‘Love Came Back’, dualed with 
‘Flight Angels’ at the Fox, is disap- 
pointing, while ‘Turnabout, cp 
single bill at United Artists, is doing 
only moderate biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 33-39-44) — 
‘Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Flight Ap. 
gels’ (WB). Look for only $14,000, 
n.g., despite nice reviews for ‘Love’ 
Last week, ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB), better 
than anticipated at $21,000, excellent. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 39-44) 
—Curtain Cail’ (RKO) and ‘Com- 
edie Francaise’ unit. Girl flash ex- 
pected to bring $15,500, though esti- 
mate seems optimistic. Last week, 
‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO) 
abetted by kiddie review, pa. of 
Gene Raymond and Baer-Galento 
fight, quoted at $14,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 33-39-44) 
— ‘Adventure’ (Col) and ‘Love 
Honor’ (U). May reach $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Girls 
Road’ (Col), $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) 
44)—‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Queen 
Mob’ (Par). Looking for $12,000 on 
this. Last week, second-final stanza 
of ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th), reported at $9,000, as anti- 
cipated. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 33-38- 
44)—‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB). EY- 
pect good $7,000 on moveover. 
Fourth-final week of ‘Ghost Break- 
ers’ (Par) and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) bowed out nicely at $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—Turnabout’ (UA) on single 
bill. Estimated $12,000 by house 
seems generous. Third-final week 
of ‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Saps Sea’ 
(UA), below $5,000. 


(2,740; 33-39- 





Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 33-39-44) 
—We Are Young’ (M-G) and ‘Sport- 
ing Blood’ (M-G). House using ex- 


| tra space to plug ‘Two surprise hits 


between the Reds, Dodgers and 
Phillies. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 39-47)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB), eight days. Big 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Safari’ (Par), | 
|six days, sad $7,000. 
| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 39-47)— 


| ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). 
|Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(2d run), nice $4,800. 
Family (RKO) (1,000: 
‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) 
boy’ 


(Par) 
15-28) — 


Seasonal $2,000. Same last week on 


| Last week, ‘Outsider’ (Ind) and ‘Saps 
Sea’ (UA), dual, with Baer-Galento 
scrap clips, n.s.h. $3,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 
‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) (2d 
lwk). All right $8,500. Last week, 
great $15,000. 


BETTE-BOYER’S $7,600 


Memphis, July 16. 
‘All This. and Heaven Too,’ at 
Warner, is the week's big noise in 
this man’s town. Boyer-Davis weepie 


is no usual] Memphis occurrence. 

Also pulling heavily is Bob Hope’s 
‘Ghost Breakers,’ spotted at the New 
take, with reaction and 
negative. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (2,600: 10- 
33-44)—Turnabout’ (UA), four days, 
and ‘Cross Country Romance’ \RKO), 


both plus 





got an enthusiastic press and person- 
to-person buildup. Should grab good 
| $7,600, Last week ‘Man Talked Much’ 
(WB), $4,000, about as expected. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
| 33-44)—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Hope 
now rates real boxoffice standing, 
current mystery comedy being cinch 
to pull strong $6,500. Last week 
‘Safari’ (Par), $4,500, fairish. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10- 
33-44)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Con- 
trasting reaction to material, but 
production and cast will hold this 
one to around $6,000. nice. Last 
weck ‘Our Town’ 
| and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO), three days, 
| $3,000, poor. 


days. Fair week to maybe $1,600. 
Last week ‘Not Tough’ 
days; ‘Babes Sale’ (Col), two days; 
and ‘Isle Doomed Men’ 
days; $1,606, all right. 





(UA), four days, | 


Poor $3,000. | 


and ‘Tom- | 
(Mono), split with ‘Gambling | 
Seas’ (WB) and ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep). | 


—not just another double program’ 
with $10,000 hoped for. Last week 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Gambling 
High Seas’ (WB) on moveover from 
Fox, died out to tune of $9,000 


Bob Hope’s One-Day 
Omaha Showing Pulls 
‘Bay’ Dual to $15,000 


Omaha, July 1€ 
The Orpheum brought in Bot 
Hope, Jerry Colonna and other rad.« 








| troupers as a stage attraction for one 
| day, Sunday (14), and gave it to the 


‘Hot Steel’ (Mono) and _ ‘Big 
Stampede’ (WB), divided with 
‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) and ‘Take 
Oath’ (Ind). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 39-47) 
‘Four Sons’ (20th). Fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G) (2d run), 
fairly good $4,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 39-47)— | 
‘Private Affairs’ (U). Poor $3,000. | 


| person. 


39-47 | the day, which is second only to the 
wun ” Peace 


|The customers made 


customers six times at 55c and 75«¢ 
it a holiday 
many driving in from the country to 
hear and see the radio comics ii 
House did around $7,500 or 


Cantor-Jessell one-day show five 
years ago, which got $8,700. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-25- 
40)—‘House Bay’ (UA) and ‘Eart 


| bound’ (20th), plus Bob Hope, Jerry 


MEANS MEMPHIS H.0. 


| 


| 
| 





! 


| 


Colonna and others for one cay 
Sunday (14), at 55c-75c. Latter did 
close to $7,500, great. Total for week 
will be good $15,000. Last week 
‘Ghost Breaker’ (Par) and ‘Biscuit 
Eater’ (Par), $9,500, good. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) 
—Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Man- 
hattan Heartbeat’ (20th). Will not ce 


will hold for a second week, which | @ute so well as the Hardy picture 


week before, but expects $7.800. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G), swell 


Malco. ‘Mortal Storm’ looks for good | $9,800 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
5-35-40) —‘Brown’s School Days’ 
(RKO) and ‘Cross Country Romance’ 


(RKO). Will run to nice $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO) end 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB), plus Baer- 


Galento fight, got $5,800, fair 


four days. So-so response, maybe | S ( st : “90.9% 
$3,500. Last week ‘Andy ‘Hardy's |qyy “Way (Gp cond "Loria. Zone’ 
ee SSS ie Pree Sones \(WB), split with ‘Isle Destiny 
Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) | (RKO) ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) 2nd 
—Heaven Too’ (WB). Best-seller » Gangs Chicago p) and 


‘Congo Nights’ (U). Good $1,800 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Johnny Apoil 


(20th) and ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) 
split with ‘Slightly Honorable’ «UA ) 
and ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G), good 
$2,000. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
-~“Hi Ho Silver’ (Rep), ‘Special In- 
spector’ (Mono) and ‘Babes for Sule’ 
(Col), in three-way _ split 
‘Thundering West’ (Col) and ‘Law cof 
Underworld’ (RKO), and ‘Rebecce’ 
(UA) and ‘Gentleman California’ 
(Cap). Fair $1,900. Last week 
‘Enemy Agent’ (U), ‘Covered Wagon 
Days’ (Rep) and ‘Chickadee’ ‘U? 
split with ‘Ghost Valley Raiders 
(Rep) and ‘Mice Men’ (UA) for one 


Strand (Lightman’ (1,000; 10-22-33) | day, and ‘Chase Yourself’ (RKO) and 
—Typhoon’ (Par) (2d run), three | ‘Early Arizona’ (Mono), fair $1,760 
days; ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep), two | Avenve-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
days; and ‘Private Affairs’ (U), two| berg) (950-600-800; 25)—‘My Wey’ 


(U) and ‘Johnny Apolic’ (20th), sot 


(U), three | with ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
| Dakota’ 
(Col), two | $1,200. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA). 


(M-G). Looks for 


Okay 


good $1,300. 


with * 
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H.0.s Load Chi; Hardy’-Savitt Nifty 
$42,000, Kirk Orch-Stepin Fetchit 
Great 196, ‘Cargo -McDaniel’, 166 


|tom Raiders’ (M-G) (2d wk.). At- 





Chicago, July 16. 

Only two notes marks in the loop | 
j jon currently. 
ae exception of the Oriental | 
and the Chicago, have repeat or 
old-over screen material. 

Oriental is having the biggest audi- 
ence week since the house returned 
to vaudfilm after the ‘Gone with the 
Wind’ run. Is playing to stand-out 
business, almost entirely on the 
strength of the Andy Kirk band unit. 

‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante, 
lus the Jan Savitt orch on the stage, 

bringing a happy stanza to the 

hicago. This is the first ‘Andy 
Hardy’ to play this Balaban & Katz | 
flagship, the others having played | 
the United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week | 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Third week | 
in loop and looks for $5,500, good. 
Last week, ‘Susan’ (M-G), mild | 
$4,300 in third loop session. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and Jan | 
Savitt band unit on stage. Strong | 
money week in the offing, with com- 
bination whirling the gate to $42,000, 
powerful. Last week, ‘Orchid’ (WB) 
plus Rochester and the De Marcos 
on stage, fine $35,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Favorite Wife’ (RKO). 
back to loop and figures to garner 
satisfying $7,000. Holds over. Last 
week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), wound 
up three weeks in loop to good $3,500. 

Oriental (Jones) 
Island Doomed Men’ (Col) and 
Andy Kirk band unit on stage. Also 
Buck and Bubbles and _ Stepin 
Fetchit. Strong stage attraction 

oming take to bang-up $19,000. 

ast week, ‘Sandy Lady’ (U) plus 
‘Funzafire’ unit, healthy $17,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Orchid’ (WB). Switched here 
from Chicago, but not too hot for 
the additional loop showing at $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
managed $7,300 for second session 
here. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Bernie Cummins band plus Hattie 





McDaniel and Sammy White on 
stage. Good enough take in the 
offing currently at $16,000. Last 


week, ‘Command’ (Rep) plus Estelle 


Taylor and Warren Hymer, oke 
$16,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
§5-65-75)—New Moon’ (M-G) (2d 


wk). Going along in fine fashion for 
$13,000, neat, following happy initial 
week of $14,700. 


Every house, | $15,500 in opening stanza. 


BUFF. BIZ SOUR: 


Brought | 


(3,200; 28-44)— | 


'ploitation boys a chance. Miss Mori- 


Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 75-$1.10- | 


$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (25th wk). 
‘Ads beginning to hint of closing once 


more, as business slips. Down to 
$6,000 currently, which is still a 
strong gross considering the run. 


Last week, excellent $7,700. 


‘MARYLAND,’ $7,000, 
NICE IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, July 16. 

(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 

Two holdovers mark this week’s 
main stem pic fare, with ‘Andy 
Hardy Meets Debutante’ in its sec- 
Ond week at Loew’s State, and ‘All 
This, and Heaven Too’ in third 
downtown week at the Carlton. 
‘Maryland’ is doing good biz at Ma- 
jestic. 

One of the best stunt attractions 
in quite some time has both patrons 
and passersby falling for the old 
peep-show gag at Loew’s State. In- 
her lobby boxoffice has been con- 
verted into a peep cabinet. A laugh- 
ing record plays continually and in 
itself attracts plenty notice. Spot- 
light and signs reading ‘You'll Laugh 
Too’ on the box rounds out the dis- 
play. People who take peek find 
themselves looking at bedroom scene 
stills of ‘Turnabout,’ with picture of 
stork in middle. Attraction opens 
Thursday. Teaser ads in newspapers 
and bumper cards were also part of 
campaign, 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d down- 
town week). Still playing to hefty 
trade for swell $4,000. Last week, 
New Moon’ (M-G) (2d run), nice 





Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Not 
Tough’ (U) and ‘Yukon Flight’ 
Mono). Pace steadying fairly well. 
with take around good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Leopard Men’ (Indie), ‘Hold 
Woman’ (Pro) and ‘Adventures Red 
Ryder’ (Rep). serial, $3,000. 

a, Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ 
(20th). Paced at nice $7,000. Last 


week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d wk.), | 


Swell $7,000. 
State (Loew) 


(3,200; 28-39-50 )— 
‘Hardy Debutante’ 


(M-G) and ‘Phan- 


| (WB) and ‘Murder Air’ (WB). Hold- | 


| Chance’ (Par). Timely pic may gross | 


| 25-50 —‘Paradis 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 18 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (31st wk.). 
Capitol—'New Moon’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 19) 
Criterion — ‘Sporting Blood’ 
(M-G) (20). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 10) 
Globe — ‘Girls of the Road’ 
(Col) (20). 
Music Hall — ‘All This, 
Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk.). 
Paramount — ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) (3d wk.). 
Rialto—‘Millionaires in Prison’ 
(RKO) (15). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Roxy — ‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d 
wk.). 
Strand—‘My Love Came Back’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 
Week of July 25 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (32d wk.). 
(M-G) 


Capitol — ‘New Moon’ 
2d wk.). 

Criterion —‘S now White’ 
(RKO) (reissue) (27). 

Globe — ‘Leopard of 
Africa’ (Select) (27). 

Music Hall— ‘South of Pago 
Pago’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Paramount — ‘Untamed’ (Par) 


(24). 
(Reviewed 





and 
tractive $8,000 promised, after hot 


Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Gangs Chicago’ 
(Rep). Promises fair $5,500. Last 
week, ‘French Tears’ (Par) and 
‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col), also Gal- 
ento-Baer fight pic, fairish $5,000. 





NEW MOON’ 
MILD 126 


Men 


in Variety, June 26) 


Both Holdovers, 


‘Heaven’ 906, Hope-Tucker-Baker 416, 


Still Best on B’way; 


Love -Vallee $30,000, Mad’ $35,000 





(Best Exploitation: Roxy) 

For another week in a row only 
two Broadway houses are getting the 
bulk of the business, the Music Hall 
and Paramount. The rest are also- 
rans, quite a ways behind. While 
the weather has been generally cool 
and there has been some rain during 
the past week, on Saturday and Sun- 
day (13-14) the sunshine kept ‘em 
out-of-doors. 

‘All This’ finished very powerfully 
last week, its first, getting $108,000 
and, on the holdover, is maintain- 
ing a very steady gait, looking 
$90,000. The Hall will keep it a 
third round and has hopes that it 
can be carried a fourth. 

The other strong public choice is 
‘Ghost Breakers,’ plus Orrin Tucker 
and Bonnie Baker in person. Get- 
ting a firm all-day play, the second 
week ended last night (Tues.) at a 
| fine $41,000, following a first seven 
days’ grab of $59,000, very big. Show 
goes a third stanza beginning to- 





Rialto — ‘The Fugitive’ (U) 
Buffalo, July 16. (22). 
(Best Exploitation: Great Lakes) Strand—‘They Drive By Night’ 
Combo of hot weather and bottom- (WB) (26). 


(Reviewed in Variety, July 10) 


‘MD.’, $12,000, 


of-the-barrel films is decimating the 
boxoffices here this frame. Where it 
isn’t the temperatures, it’s the film 
offerings which are knocking the tal- 
lies dizzy, and the situation has the 
managements knocking their heads 
against the wailing wall. 

Double trucks are being offered 
consistently at all houses (except the 
Buffalo) week after week, but even 
these parlays are failing in the pay- 
off. 

Personal of Patricia Morison at 
the Lakes in conjunction with ‘Un- 
tamed’ gave the Shea’s Buffalo ex- 











Baltimore, July 16. 
Rather nice b.o. going here; steady 
if not record-making. Setting a rosy 


son arrived via air, and her din- ; 4 
ners, radio and newspaper inter-| pace is ‘Andy Hardy Debutante,’ at 
views all were good for extra | Loew's Century, with action plenti- 


|ful both matinee and night. ‘Mary- 
land,’ at both the New and Centre, 
a subsequent run in nabe adjacent 
to downtown sector, 
response at night 
highlighted by  p.a. of 
Power, Nancy Kelly and Brenda 
Joyce and scaled at top of $1.10. 


Estimates for This Week 


splurges with everybody concerned 
in a dither—excepting the boxoffice. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-40-60)— | 
‘New Moon’ (M-G). Only ray of| 
hope in town but plenty mild. 
Around $12,000. Last week, ‘Hardy 
Meets Debutante’ (M-G), as _ ex- 
pected, $14,000. 


premiere 


. I ; | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-| +) Charlie Moskowitz. They prob- 
Aa ee ead Cae 25-40) — ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’) ably haven't vet forgotten eas 

tes +) : P (M-G). Attracting highly satisfac- | ag idt did to the State on a/ 
Lady’ (M-G). Not showing much. | Horace Heidt did to the 


tory response, with big $13,000 antici- 
pated. Last week, second of ‘New | 
Moon’ (M-G), added steady $7,300 to 
okay opening round to $11,600. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Lone Wolf Lady’ | 
(Col) plus Bob Chester orch and} 
Dennis Day. Vaude getting credit | 
for pleasing $12,000. Last week, | 


Probably $5,000, thin. Last week, 
‘Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Man Talked | 
Much’ (WB), $6,700, neat. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Leo- 
pard Men’ (Select) and ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat’ (20th). Very blah at $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA) 
and “‘Turnabout’ (UA) (2d run), ex- | 
pected marker took a powder and | ‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO), Major Bowes’ 
ended up with poor $4,500. ‘Prizewinners of 1940’ plus Baer- 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) | Galento fight pic, combined to etch | 
—‘Zanzibar’ (U) and ‘Alias the Dea-| out $11,400. 
con’ (U). Droopy $4,000. Last week,| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
‘Petticoat Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Stand | 25-35-40)—‘Private Affairs’ (Par). 
Up Fight’ (M-G) (2d run), agoniz-} Rushed in Sunday (14) after three 
ing $3,000. |days of ‘Way Flesh’ (Par) to ng. | 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,-| $2,700. Last week, ‘Alias Deacon’ 
000; 30-40)—‘Saturday’s Children’| (U), uneventful $4,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- | 
55)—‘Maryland’ (20th). Given big 
opening Wednesday (10) day and 
date with nearby 1,000 seat Centre, | 
and charging 55c, 85c and $1.10 for 
|premiere. Should show okay take 


oy: ° lof $12,000 f first »ek, e 
Win War’ Campaign F “tor limited capacity. 


healthy figure for limited capacity. 
| Fast week, ‘Earthbound’ (20th), mild 











ing fairly well. Around $6,000. Last} 
week, ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO) and 
Little Jack Little on stage, not so 
bad, considering. Over $11,000. 





$3,200. 

Dents Montreal B.0.s Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
pot ees |55)—‘Untamed’ (Par). Not getting 
Montreal, July 16. very far at $6,000. ‘All This, and 


‘Win the War’ pic campaign | Heaven Too’ (WB) opening Satur- 


throughout Canada last night (15) | day (20). Latter getting heavy ad- 
will dent grosses currently, since | Vance ha an Sees Ghost 
fans laid off houses Saturday and Breakers’ (Par), fine $10, : 
Sunday for the big show Monday. | 

Best in town is ‘Beau Geste,’ at 


Palace, which should run to $7,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55) — 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Pointing to good 


$7,500. Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par), not so good $5,000 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘Love Baby’ 
(U). Mediocre $3,500. Last week, 
‘Englishman’s Home’ (Col) and a 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th), weak ? Detroit, July 16. 
$2 NON . Cool weather, cutting down the 
_ ‘ utdoor biz and delaying vacations, 
‘ rs ( ) (2,800; 30-40-60)— | OUlGOO! , 
omen < wees (M-G) (24. wk). | iS Siving the first-runs here continued 
Seah “> a - *|unseasonally good bo. The Fox, 


Good $5,000 in sight, after excellent 
$8.000 last week. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 


its fourth consecutive 
| wee stage shows, continues to 

95-34-50)— week of s | : } 

. ° 7 ~ ,!/set the pace. Michigan is headed 

‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) and ‘Gambling’ | fign with “All This, and Heaven, Too’ 

(WB). Best prospect od $3,000, ea 'and the numerous holdovers attest 

Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) an ithe support the theatres have been 


|rounding out 


‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G), p0OFr | gotting | 
2.5 , : = 
sagt n Probably a big factor in keeping | 
Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 25-40-50)— | )iz healthy and the public spending | 
| ‘Family Nations’ (UA) and ‘City | are those war orders, which con- | 


tinue to flow into this production- | 
good $2,500. Last week's third repeat | Jine center. Even the United Artists. | 
of ‘Million B.C.’ (UA) faded to $1,200. | which usually closes in the summer, | 

Cin de Paris (France-Film) (1,100; | is running through this vear. 
Perdu’ (2d ed Estimates for This Week 


Poor $700 in sight, after n.g. $800 last Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
| week. | ‘Sailor Lady’ (20th) and ‘Girl 313’ | 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- | (20th). Former moved over from | 
34)—‘Le Chemineau’ and ‘Foch.’ Out-| Fox. Poor $4,000 indicated. Last | 


look possible fair $3,000. Last week, | week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Aw- | 
‘3 Mousquetaires’ and ‘Milady’ (re- | ful Truth’ (RKO), bolstered by Ga- | 
vival), fair $3,100. ‘lento-Baer fight, fair $4,800. 


FINE IN BALTO 


attracted s.r.0. | 
(10), | 
Tyrone | 


| business for the Globe. 


day (Wed.). 

| Balance of the town finds ‘Mary- 
| land’ at the Roxy doing the best al- 
| though still disappointing at around 
| $35,000. Situation seems to have re- 
solved itself down to the point 
where there is only enough business 


the Hall and Par getting that while 


‘Maryland’ will hold over though 
under hopes on the first week. 

| Strand is also having trouble try- 
ing to find some customers but like 
the Roxy could be worse. ‘My Love 
Came Back’ and Rudy Vallee may 
come near to $30,000, disheartening. 
but the show will remain a second 
| anyway. Vallee had been 
| for a two-week stretch. 





is out on the street with a pair of 
binoculars searching for some faces 


that might be peering in the direc- | 


tion of his boxoffice. He’s not see- 
ing many and one of the poorest 


weeks the house had had in years | 
will result, probably not over $13,000. | 


Show is ‘Typhoon’ and Henny Young- 


| man, Beverly Roberts, Teddy Powell. 


} 
| better, also, that it isn’t mentioned | 


Don’t ask Rosen how he feels and 


| two-week visit recently. 


The Loew bunch also wou!d pre- 
fer to waive discussion on ‘Susan 


and God’ which, while not as bad as’ 


the second-run State, is still peor at 
around $20,000. Takes air after just 
one week, with ‘New Moon’ coming 
in tomorrow (Thurs.). This picture 
has been doing big around the coun- 
try in dates so far played. 

‘Devil’s Island,’ out of circulation 
since January, 1939, is getting some 
It remains 
there nine days and should get about 
$7,500, away over house’s recent 
average. ‘Island’ was sent back on 
release in view of changes wrought 


| by war. 


Twentieth-Fox and the Roxy rate 
the best exploitation of the week. 
Twentieth has long been pounding 


| away on ‘Maryland’ and a week ago | 


held a special world preem in 
Baltimore. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (31st week). 
Last week (30th) $7,200, still dough 
for the right side of the ledger with 
Metro getting it both on rental and 
in operation of the theatre. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25) —‘Susan and God’ (M-G). Joan 
Crawford and Fredric March names 


i'aren’t enough apparently to attract 


War Spending Bolstering Det. B.0.s; 
‘Scandals’ Big $29,000, ‘Tieaven, 166 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55 )—Outsider’ (Alliance) and George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ on stage Latter 
getting whooping $29,000. Last week, 
‘Sailor Lady’ (20th) and Cab Callo- 
way band, good $22,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Hopeful of husky 
$16,000. Last week ‘Andy Hardy 
Debutante’ 
(M-G), fine $15,000. 

Palms - State (United 
(3,000; 30-40-55) -— ‘Andy 
Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Over Moon’ 
(UA). Former moved over after 
week at Michigan and bill looks for 


fair $7,500. Last week ‘Mortal Storm’ | 


(M-G) and ‘Susan’ (M-G), compo- 
site of two leaders at Michigan and 
United Artists, good $8,500. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55) —“New Moon’ (M-G) 
and ‘Divorcement’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 
This pair held after a $12,000 first 
week, and looking for $8,000 cur- 
rently. 


to take care of a couple houses, with | 


the others take the sparse leavings. | 


booked | 


Al Rosen, who manages the State. | 


(M-G) and ‘Capt. Lady’ | 


Detroit) | 
Hardy } 


| more than about $20,000, very dis- 
|}appointing. Last week, third for 
| ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), under $18,000, 
| mild but o. k. 

| Criterion (1,662; 25-49-55)—Those 
| Were Days’ (Par). Won't hit $5,000, 
| below the belt. Last week ‘Wagons 
| Westward’ (Rep) faltered in the 
| stretch, finishing at $6,000. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Devil’s 
Island’ (WB). A _ 1938-39 release 
| which had never played New York 
due to French protests; will get about 
| $7,500, good, on nine days. ‘Fugi- 
|tive from Justice’ (Col) went five 
_ days, only $3,000. 
| Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Brother 
| Orchid’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Divorce- 
/ment’ (RKO) (1st run), doubled. Top 
| picture accounting for probable $8,- 
000 or better, okay. Last week ‘Fa- 
| vorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d run) and 
| ‘Murder in Air’ (WB) (1st run), plus 
Baer-Galento fight films, $9,700, very 
good. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), with Bob 
Hope meaning plenty, and Orrin 
Tucker, plus Bonnie Baker, on stage 
(3d-final week). Away on conclud- 
ing lap today (Wed.), after two very 
strong weeks up ahead, the first $59,- 
000 and the second $41,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) 
,and stage show (2d week). Con- 
| tinues a smash and $90,000 or over 
| is indicated on the holdover, follow- 
|ing. what amounts to sensational 
_ business for this time of the year on 
| the first seven days, $108,000. Re- 
|mains a third week and possibly a 


fourth, control figure determining 
that. 
Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Million- 


‘aires Prison’ (RKO). Opened fairly 
Monday (15) and possibly $5,500 or 
better. Last week, ‘You’re Not 
Tough’ (U), $5,600. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Mary- 
land’ (20th) and stage show. Not 
proceeding at a fast pace and will 
have to be satisfied with $35,000 or 
in that vicinity, less than figured, but 
will hold. ‘Private Affairs’ (U) was 
in for eight days but got nowhere, 
only $27,500. 
| State (3,450; 35-55-75)—Typhoon’ 
| (Par) (2d run), with Teddy Powell, 
Henny Youngman and Beverly Rob- 
erts on the stage. Business very 
poor here currently, $13,000 appear- 
ing all. This may be accounted for 
in part by the fact that ‘Typhoon’ 
| played two weeks at the Par with an 
| in-person show that got some busi- 
|ness there, and also has already 
played two weeks at the Par, Brook- 
ilyn. Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
| (M-G) and vaude headed by Jay C. 
|Flippen and Betty Hutton, under 
| $19.000, disappointing. 
| Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Love Came Back’ (WB) and Rudy 
Vallee. Going slow at near to $30,- 
000 but some profit and show will 
be held over. Last week, second for 
‘Man Who Talked Too Much’ (WB) 
and Bob Crosby, $14,000, very weak. 


‘HARDY DEB’ A HONEY 
IN LINCOLN AT $4,400 


Lincoln, Neb., July 16. 

‘Andy Hardy Meets Deb’ is skim- 
ming the amusement money cream 
off the town this week. ‘Brother 
Orchid’ is tough to sell, because Ed. 
G. Robinson is never warm marquee 
matter hereabouts. Baer-Galento 
bruising walks 6ff with the male 
play on a short four-day run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘High Walls’ (Col) and 
‘Haunted Gold’ (WB) split with 
‘Carson City Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Hide- 
away’ (RKO). Very dull, $700. Last 
week, ‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) and 
‘Sabotage’ (WB) split with ‘Prairie 
Law’ (RKO) and ‘Woman I Love’ 
‘RKO). Good $900, strictly due to 
Autry, in ‘Gaucho.’ 

Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) (1,503: 
10-25-35-40) —‘Hardy Deb’ (M-G). 
3est in town, running strong ahead 
of the pack, fine $4,400 in prospect 
for eight days. Last week. 
Moon’ (M-G) did nicely, $3,800 

Nebraska (Paramount-Co yper) 
(1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Ghost Home’ 
(M-G) and ‘Calling Vance’ (WB) 
split with ‘City of Chance’ (20th) and 
‘King of Lumberjacks’ (WB). Good, 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Florian’ (M-G) 
and ‘Trouble Shooter’ (WB), fair, 
$1,700. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; 
10-25-40) — ‘Orchid’ (WB). Wilting 
$1,800, five days. Last week, ‘Ghost 





‘Naur 
svew 


Breakers’ (Par), very good, $4,000, 
eight days, 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (i,017: 
10-20-25) —Tropie Fury’ (U) and 


Baer-Galento fight. Good $1,100 on 
four days. Preceding four with ‘Law 
|West of Tombstone’ (RKO) and 
‘Fugitive from Justice’ {WB), light, 
$600. Last week, ‘Wagons Westward’ 
(Rep) and ‘West with ‘eppers’ (Col), 
| fair, $2,000. 
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‘Heaven’ Crashes Mpls. Depression 
For Big $8,300; 


Minneapolis, July 16. 
‘All This, and Heaven Too’ is the 
one depression crasher currently. 


t is cracking through the hard times | 


with plenty of boxoffice power and 
pushing the opposition far into the 
ciscard. A two-week loop run, at 
the very least, is certain. ; 
Otherwise, it’s the usual misery. 
General suffering prevails all along 
the line, with ‘Four Sons’ at Or- 
pheum, especially hard hit. After | 
a profitable first week at the State, 
“New Moon’ has moved over to the | 
Century for an extension of its first- 
run, but returns will be nothing to 
cheer about. 
Loop gets its first stage show in 
several months Friday (19) when} 
Lou Breese’s orch, Gertrude Niesen, | 
Dean Murphy, et al., move into the | 
Orpheum for a week. Acquatennial | 
celebration, civic affair, with numer- | 
ous opposition attractions, including | 
parades, rodeo and water and air} 
shows. opens for eight days Satur- 
day (20) and, while it is expected to | 
aitract many transients, trade is | 
fearful about its effect on boxoffices. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— | 
“40 Mothers” (M-G) and ‘Murder Air’ 
(WB), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Black Diamonds’ (U) and ‘Pop Pays’ 
(RKO), also dual first-runs. Fair 
$1.500 indicated. Last week, ‘Million 
B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Passport Alcatraz 
(Col), dual first-runs, big $2,200. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 
39-44)—‘New Moon’ (M-G). Moved 
here from State and just about will | 
get by. House located in shopping 
center and some feminine trade is 
being pulled to matinees. Headed 
for mild $3.000. Last week, ‘Ghost 
Breaker’ (Par), moveover, $3,700. 
okay. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Hu- 
man Monster’ (Mono). Well ex- 
ploited and pulling in horror fans. 
Pretty good $900 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Hell’s Angels’ (reissue) (2d 
wk), $800, good enough after big 
first week. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28) — 
“Adventuress’ (20th). Yanked after 
four days to poor $1,400. ‘You're 
Not Tough’ (U) opened today (Tues- 
day ). Last week, ‘Mule Team’ 
(M-G), $3,000, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 
39-44)— ‘Four Sons’ (20th). They 
just don’t seem to go for this heavy 
tragic stuff with war angles. Will 
be lucky to reach poor $3,000 and 
last out week. Last week. ‘Safari’ 
(Par) and Baer-Galento fight pic, 
$5.200. fair. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Sold as 
‘road show attraction with no ad- 
vance in prices. Went heavy on 
newspaper display advertising and 
results are justifying expenditure. 
Also building because of favorable 
reviews and enthusiastic word-of- 
mouth. Traveling at fast $8,300 clip. 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), 
$7.800, good. 

Uptown (‘Par-Singer) (1,100; 28- 
39)—‘My Son’ (UA), split with ‘Lil- 
lian Russell’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showings. Good $3,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 
‘RKO), eight days, very big $5,000. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (28-39- 
44.55)—‘Divorcement’ (RKO). Well- 
revarded, but meeting plenty of box- 
office resistance. Will be lucky to 
top mild $1,200. Last week, ‘Biscuit 
Eater’ (Par) $1,000, light. 


ROONEY, $16,000, 


{instead of moveover 


28- 





GREAT IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, July 16. 
Nothing's standing in the way of 


“Andy Hardy Meets Debutante,’ 
which is giving State a grand gross 
after pulling the biggest Friday 


night biz theatre has had in a year. 


*All This, and Heaven Too’ also goi | 


steam up so quickly that Hipp is 
considering a h.o, instead shifting it 
to the Allen. 

Palace's 
to Friday opening this 
George White’s stage 
adding extra day to 
Who Talked Too Much,’ 
only dawdling along. 
is comparatively much 
Stillman. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Leopard Men’ (Indie). Jungle 
thriller hoked up in lurid ballyhoo 
that’s pulling in good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Flight Angels’ (WB), average 
$3.000. 

Alhambra (1,200; 


week for 
‘Scandals’ is 
current 
which is 
*‘Turnabout’ 
stronger at 


(Printz) 10-20- 


35)—‘Women War’ (Rep) and ‘Alias | 


Deacon’ (U). Lots of smart space 
on Elsie Janis war film landed in 


ailies by Al Gregg, as result of | operation for the first time in the 


Go- 
Last week, 


special screenings for critics. 
ing toward $2,700, fine. 


“Hot Steel’ (U) and ‘Isle Doomed 5 
Men’ (Col) (2d run), so-so $1,100; Prof. Harold Edgerton, of Mas- 
foc three days. 'sachusetts Institute of Technology, 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 


change from Thursday | 


‘Man } 








Sons’ N. G. $3,000 


_—Heaven Too’ (WB). Notices hit- | 
ting new high in saying nice things, | 
but not needed to catch waves of | 
Bette Davis-Boyer fans, who will | 
enable house to grab smart $14,000, | 
|and mebbe more. Last week, ‘Tom 


| Brown’ (RKO), dull $5,500. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | 


—Man Talked Much’ (WB). Play- 
|ing up racketeer angles, baiting | 


some thriller-addicts. Hardly more 
than fair $6,500. Last week, ‘Private 
Affairs’ (U) plus Red Skelton and 
Hattie McDaniel in vaude, slipped 
lower than expected to $12,000, just 
enough. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G). Mickey 
Rooney hot here, returning an ex- 
tra sweet $16,000 despite hot weather. 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), after 
smashing $16,500 on first stanza 
fooled management into holding it 
over, which was a mistake. Nose- 
dive inexplicable, but $7,500 was a 
bitter shock. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—Turnabout’ (UA). Shoved in| 
on disappoint- | 
ing ‘New Moon,’ and results prov- | 
ing it was a wise change. Certain 
of swell $5.500. Last week, ‘Ghost | 
Breakers’ (Par), on third frame, 
warmed up to worthwhile $4,000, 
after collecting $6,000 on second | 
shot. 


HEAVEN’ VS. BB. 


INPITT, FINE 
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iinsasial | 


Pittsburgh, July 16. 

Heat and a pair of double-headers 
between the Pirates and the Dodgers 
were a double-feature headache to 
films over weekend. Everybody got | 
|away to a pretty. fast start on Fri- 
day (12) and Saturday biz was okay, 
|too, for the most part, but bottom 

fell out Sunday with the first of the 
baseball twin bills and pickup since 
has been pretty slow. 

Leading town by wide margin is} 
|‘All This, and Heaven Too,’ at Stan- | 
|ley, where Bette Davis-Charles | 
| Boyer co-starrer is grabbing all the | 
|femme trade around and crowding | 
ithe best straight picture figures this | 
spot has had in years. ‘Maryland’ is 
| pretty much of a disappointment at 
Alvin, and probably won't get even 
|a second week, which management 


had originally figured would be a 
cinch. Penn is barely getting by 


with ‘Untamed,’ which crix took for 
a ride. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Alvin 


(Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Maryland’ (20th). Sequel to ‘Ken- 
|tucky.” Originally figured to last 


two weeks easily, will expire in one, 
with house rushing in couple of re- 
issues, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Aw- | 
ful Truth’ (Col), Friday (19). ‘Mary- 
land’ will be lucky to do $6,000, and 
a major disappointment. Last week, 
eight days, were split between ‘Wai- 
kiki Wedding’ (Par)-‘Wagons West- 
ward’ (Rep) and ‘Manhattan Heart- 
beat’ (20th)-‘You’re Not So Tough’ 
(U), and only slightly better than 
$3,000 for both duals. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) 
50)—‘Untamed’ (Par). Doubtful if 
this one will go more than $9,500, 
n.s.h. Last week ‘New Moon’ (M-G) 


(3.300; 25-35- 


| Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Saint 
| Takes’ (RKO) and ‘Those Days’ | 
| (Par). Latest in Saint series is 


what's doing it. 


tices Around $3,200 at least in 
sight, okay here. Last week ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par), moved over from 
Penn, fine $3,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Doing the biz | 
|of town. Holding steadily enough 
|} to do at least $17,500, great. That 
means a second week here. which 


hasn’t happened for years. Last week 
‘Turnabout’ (UA), fair $9,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
|‘New Moon’ (M-G). 
| after its big week at Penn and Mac- 
Donald-Eddy, following downtown is 
| Still apparently pretty big. Picture 
| getting pretty close to a grand a day, 
very good, and should have no trou- 
| ble winding up with at least $6,500. 
| Last week ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), on 


| 


| SPEED-UP CAMERA 
Hollywood, July 16. 

| A new wrinkle in speed photog- 
;raphy, the Stroboscope, goes into 





first of Pete Smith’s specialties for 
the 1940-41 shorts program at Metro. 


jin the night clubs. 


fell off a bit down the stretch, do- | 
ing $16,000, but still plenty all right. | 


Film drew swell no- | 


Brought here | 


'h.o, from Stanley, fine $6,000, Poragiongd (it). 


| subjects. 


‘STORM’-B.C’ DUAL, 
$20,000, TOPS B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Jul 16. 
Leading this week is Aew's 
Metropolitan. with ‘Mortal Storm 


and ‘One Million B. C.’ RKO Albee, 
with ‘Four Sons’ and ‘Bili of Divorc- 
ment’ is second. 
Second week of é 
Wife’ and ‘21 Days Together, 
Fabian Paramount, only so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3.274; 25-35-50) — ‘Four 
Sons’ (20th) and ‘Divorcement 
(RKO). Satisfactory $16.000. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and 
‘Info Please’ (2d wk), fair $14,000. 
Fox (4,089: 25-35-50 )—‘Man Talked 
Much’ (WB) and ‘Women War 
(Rep). Upped to okay $15,500. 
Last week, ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Gangs 
Chicago’ (Rep) (2d wk), nice $14,- 


‘Doctor Takes 
at 


00. 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50) — ‘Mortal 
Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Million B. C,’ 
(UA). Strong $20,000. Last week, 


‘Edison Man’ ‘(M-G) and ‘Saps Sea’ 
(UA), good $18,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)— 
‘Doctor Wife’ (20th) and ‘21 Days’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Quiet $15,000. Last 
week, fine $23.000. 

Strand (2.870: 25-35-40) — ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) (reissues). Jumved to good 
$5,000. Last week. ‘Hot Steel’ (U) 


‘and ‘On Spot’ (Mono), weak $4,000. 





Juke-Box Films 


Continued from page 6 











cleaned and put to work on a day- 
and-night basis. Ancient films, 
shorts, and odds and ends from the 
cutting room floors, are being clipped 
together and-re-processed on 16 mm. 
spools for the 1940 resurrection of 
the pioneer nickelodeon trade. 
Some of the studios are using act- 


| ing talent and starting from scratch, 


but the machines demand so many 
three-minute shorts that the pro- 
ducers are left at the post. For a 
while, at least, the producers of 
Poverty Row are abandoning the 
hamburger stands and stepping out 


N. Y. Censors Must 
OK Juke-Box Pix 


Albany, July 16. 
Juke-box pictures come under the 
law regulating the licensing of films 
for commercial purposes in New 
York State. Although none has been 
submitted for inspection to date, so 








| 
| 





| 
{ 


| 


far as is known, it will be necessary | 
to have them okayed by the motion | 


picture division of State Education 
Department, when they are ready 
for release in this state. The only 
commercial films which are exempt 


Rooney Hefty $19,000in Dull Philly: 
‘New Moon's’ 2d Poor $11,500 





‘Hardy,’ 126, ‘Heaven,’ 
$10,500, Big in Denver 


Denver, July 16. 

In spite of heat, business is goo 
at most first-runs. ‘Andy Hardy 
Meets Debutante’ and ‘Crosscountry 





|Romance’ are fine at the Orpheum 


and holding. 

‘All This, and Heaven Too’ is pep- 
ping business at Denver to 30% 
above average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Biscuit 
Eater’ (Par), after week at Denver. 
Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ (Col), good 
$4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Anne 
Poplars’ (RKO), after week at 
Orpheum. Nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ 
(M-G), good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Way Flesh’ (Par). Poor $3,500 
and being yanked after five days. 


Last week, ‘Safari’ (Par), second 
week, nice $6,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40)— 


‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Fine $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par), okay $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Cross-Country Romance’ (RKO). 
Very nice $12,000 and holding. Last 


week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Anne | 


Poplars’ (RKO), nice $11,300. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘You're 
Tough’ (U). Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) and ‘Murder 
Air’ (WB), fair at $3,500. 
Rialto (Fox) 


Truth’ (Col) and ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col), after week at Aladdin. Good 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Doctor Wife’ 


(Col), after week at each the Denver 


and Aladdin, and ‘Men Souls’ (Col), | 


good $2,000. 


HEAVEN’ NIFTY 
$7,000 IN 
LVILLE 


Louisville, July 16. 
Only two shows are doing better 


from the provisions for review by | than ordinary business for this sum- 


the mpd, which issues a seal and col- 


| lects a tax, are newsreels. 


commercially without the mpd’s ap- 


| proval on the moral angle. 


Officials of the State Education 
Department say that under the law 
jukebox films will be subject to 
censoring the same as other commer- 


cial picture product. However, a 
ruling has not yet been made, inas- 
much as no film of this kind has yet 


been submitted for licensing. 
N. E. Phonovision Setup 
First distribution outfit to be 
up for the Frank Orsatti-Sam Sax 
nickel-in-the-slot film machines is 
New England Phonovision Co. It 
Was incorporated under New York 
laws in Albany last week and will 
handle leasing and servicing of the 
juke-boxes in Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont and Massachusetts. 
Similar organizations are being set 
up in other parts of the country. 
Principals behind the New England 
group are Samuel Stirrat, of New 
York, and Samuel Cufari and Nicho- 
las J. Camerota, of Springfield, Mass. 
Capital stock is $20,000, with the 
three men providing most of the 
| coin themselves, They'll operate out 
of Springfieid. 
Delivery of the machines is 
pected to siart in September. 


set 


ex- 


| 


Talk-A-Vision’s First 


Shooting on first 10 briefies for Last week, great $10,000. 


Talk-A-Vision, coin film machine 
| outfit, was completed at West Coast 
| Sound Studios in Manhattan last 
Pictures are now be- 
ing cut and edited into three-minute 
B. K. Blake, New York 
producer of shorts and commercials, 
made the films under contract and 
will continue to turn out 10 a week. 

Appearing in the juke-box films 
are Milton Berle, Leo Reisman’s orch, 
Saxon Sisters, vocal turn; Ruth Day, 
dancer; and the Gay Nineties Quar- 
tet, singers. Each made two of the 





is here to set up the new apparatus. | 


shorts. They are shot in 35 mm. and 
reduced to 16 mm. for the machines. 


mer week, and one of them is really 
turning in an outstanding gross. 


il ey | Mary Anderson is the house packing 
It is illegal to exhibit any picture | 
y p 


the powerful b.o. draught with Bette 
Davis and Charles Bover in ‘All 
This, and Heaven Too.’ 

Another bill looking much better 
than anticipated is at the Strand, 
where ‘You're Not So Tough’ is 
dualled with ‘Hot Steel.’ 

Usual outdoor opposish is in full 


stride, including softball, night 
American Association games, which 
j last until midnight in some cases, 


| and musical shows at Iroquois Am- 
phitheatre, where weekly attendance 


averages around 17,000 or 18,000 at 
low admission prices. It’s real op- 
position to the downtown pic houses. 
Current week’s show, ‘Merry Wid- 
Ow,’ is next-to-last. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40 )—*New Moon’ (M-G). 
Still some biz coming in for move- 
over from Loew’s. Probably fair 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par), good 
$2,000 on moveover from Rialto. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 15-25) 
—‘Doctor Wife’ (20th) and ‘Primrose 
Path’ (Col). split with ‘My Son’. 
(20th) and ‘On Own’ (20th). With 
new face, swell marquee, and prac- 
tically rebuilt interior, house is cop- 


| ping attention. Should hit fine 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Rebecea’ (UA) 
| and ‘It’s Date’ (U>}, very good $1.700. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.100: 15- 
30-40) — ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ 
(M-G) and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Held here for second 


| 





| stanza, instead of moving to Brown 


as usual. Aiming at oke $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) — ‘Heaven Too’ (WB). 
Mighty sweet here and will top any- 
thing at this house in quite a spell. 
Indications are for a three-week run. 
and a first-week’s gross of around 
$7,000, and that’s real biz for this 
house. - Last week, ‘Man Talked 
Much’ (WB), mild $2,700. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Not So Tough’ (U) and ‘Hot 
Steel’ (U). 


— + 


q| With a dismal thud. 


(878; 25-40)—Awful | 


Duallers stacking up as|™ore than half that figure. 


Philadelphia, Julv 16. 

| The summer doldrums have ar- 
‘rived. With the weekend exodus in 
full swing, attendance figures at 
|downtown deluxers are dropping 
Stay-at-homes 
are patronizing the amusement 
parks, swimming pools, golf clubs 
and baseball games instead of their 
favorite cinema palaces. 

Only bright spot is ‘Andy Hardy 
| Meets Debutante,’ at Stanley. The 
Rooney-Garland-Stone starrer js de. 
fying the dog days beautifully. Even 
‘Ghost Breakers’ is taking it on the 
chin by the hot weather blitz, drop- 
ping sharply at the h.o. after an okay 
beginning. . 
| Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 32-42-57) 
/—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (2d run), 

Doing well with $3,900. Will ho, 
|Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G), 
| good $3,700 for second trip. 
| Boyd (WB) (2,560; 32-42-57-68)— 
|‘New Moon’ (M-G) (2d wk). Not 
| being hurt as badly as rest, but still 
|} poor $11,500 after socko $18,300 for 
| opening sesh, ‘All This, and Heaven 
| Too’ (WB) opens tomorrow ‘(Wed.) 
j}at popular prices after road show 

run at Earle. 

| Earle (WB) (2,350: 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). No world- 
beater with $9,000. Last week, 
‘Safari’ (Par), so-so $10,300. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d wk). Sec- 
ond ride for Hope opus hitting 
stormy $10,000, after happy $16,700 
for initial turn. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
| "My Way’ (U) (4 days) and ‘Four 
; Sons’ (20th) (3 days) «both 2d run), 
| House getting back to a Friday opens 
ing after pulling ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
(Par) in midweek two weeks ago. 
|Combo netting poor $3.000. Last 
| week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB), slight- 
ily better with $3,660 for second-run 
showing. 
| Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68)— 

‘Our Town’ (UA) (2d run). Move- 
| over no better with sour $3,000. Last 

semester only a shade higher with 
$3,400 for ‘Susan’ (M-G), also second- 
run, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57-68) 

‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) Mickey 
| Rooney saves day with heavy $19,000. 
| Doubles terrible $9,400 chalked up by 
| ‘My Way’ (U) last week. ; 
| Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)-— 
| ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (reissue). Not bad 
} in comparison to others with fairish 
| $4,200. Last week, ‘21 Days’ ‘Col) 
|} and the Baer-Galento, good $5,800. 


MD: OK $8300 
~ IN2K.C. SPOTS 








Kansas City, July 16. 
Newman broke its straight film 

policy with Bob Hope and his troupe 

for Saturday (13) only. Opening at 


9 am., theatre skedded seven stave 
shows at 44-7lc. Heavy play gare 
nered more in one day than film, 


|‘My Love Came Back,’ in six days 
of solo. Hope’s take was over $6.0U0, 
something of a one-day record in 
these parts. 

Hope and company made the one 
day stand between a week in St. 
Louis and a Sunday in Omaha. In 
| the theatre at 7 a.m. and out at mid- 
night gives an idea of what is re- 
aquired of a performer who is cur- 
rently hot. 

‘Maryland’ is giving a good ac- 
count of itself at the Esquire and Up- 
| town, which returned to their usual 
day and date policy. Midland 
isfactory with ‘Our Town.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


1S site 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44) 
‘Maryland’ (20th). Good $8.200 
combo. Last week, Esquire had 
‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) and Baer- 
Galento fight pie for fairish $3.200. 
Uptown had ‘Anne Poplars’ (RKO} 


for light $2,700. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Sporting 
| Blood’ (M-G). Both films favor- 
j}ably reviewed and business abcve 
| average, though not the pace of re- 
;cent weeks. Good $8,700. Last 
,; week ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO), big 
| $11,500. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 10- 
| 28-44)—except Saturday, 44-7!1)— 
|‘Love Back’ (WB) in for week, with 
|Saturday (13) given over to Eob 
| Hope troupe playing seven shows at 
| upped prices. Week will go over 
$12,000, with Hope ig “ogee for 
sast 


surprisingly strong. At current pace, week ‘Safari’ (Par), good $7.000. 


should mark up around $3,000. Last 


Tower (Joffee) (2,100; 10-30)-— 


week, ‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Pop/|‘Grand Ole Opry’ (Rep) with vaude. 


Pays’ (RKO), opened strong, but 
nosedived after kickoff and wound 
up with weak $2,600. 


|Fair $5,700. Last week ‘Saps Sea’ 
!(UA) with vaude and beauty eon- 


i test, average $6,000. 
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PAGO-PAGO 


pronounced 


PANGO-PANGO_ 


Exhibitors call it... 


PAY-GO! PAY-GO! 












Getting bis “PAY’ Crowds ‘60’ 
at the Box Office! to see it!! 





WORLD PREMIERE JULY 17 AT LOEW'S STATE AND CHINESE THEATRES, LOS ANGELES 


. . to be followed by immediate playdates in 50 Loew theatres including 
Syracuse, Rochester, Kansas City, Baltimore, Memphis, Dayton, Akron, 
Providence, Indianapolis, Houston, Boston,’ Columbus, Cleveland, 
New Orleans, Harrisburg, Wilmington, St. Louis, Richmond, Bridgeport, 
New Haven, Hartford, Atlanta and Louisville. More than 200 prints will 
be utilized in the next two weeks to meet the nationwide demand for play- 
dates including Interstate Circuit, Texas; Shea's Great Lakes, Buffalo; Lincoln 
Theatre, Miami Beach; Fox West Coast, RKO and Warner's theatres. 


NEXT ATTRACTION AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 














Released thru 
‘ UNITED ARTIS TS the Texaco Hour, C8S coast-to-coast network, Wednesday evening, July 17th, 9 o'clock, Eastern 


Daylight Tima. Top orchestras everywhere are plugging this smash tune, published by Mills Music, 


Hear the pictura’s hit song, ‘South of Pago Pago”, sung to millions by Frances Langford on 








12 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 17, 1940 





Select, New lndie Distrib, Starts 
Unique | ‘Honor System Film Selling 


A highly radical departure that “| 


unprecedented in the history of the 
industry is to be an attempt to sell 
film on what might be termed the 
honor system. Under the plan the 
exhibitor will, in effect, be per- 
mitted to determine his own rental 
with certain minor basic limitations. 

Such a distribution program is to 
be placed under experiment by a 
veteran distribution official, E. L. 
McEvoy, who was for several years 
eastern division sales manager for 
RKO. Resigning from RKO six 
weeks ago, McEvoy purchased a 
financial interest in Select Attrac- 
tions, indie distrib outfit, and be- 
came its vice president in charge of 
sales. George Jeffrey, also long in 
distribution, with Paramount and 
United Artists, came in with McEvoy. 


In placing to a test the highly revo- 
jutionary sales policy he and his as- 
sociates have devised, McEvoy has 
chosen 1,000 smaller independent ex- 
hibitors in towns throughout 
country ranging up to 10,000 in popu- 
lation. They are to be picked at ran- 
dom and without regard to whether 
they are personally known to Mc- 
Evoy, Jeffrey or others in the com- 
pany. 

Employing no salesmen as yet, the 
unorthodox selling plan also en- 
visions the selling of film in the 
manner of taking and filling orders 
by the mail-order route. In that re- 
spect it is again unique and should 
it work out the cost of distribution 
would be virtually reduced to post- 
age stamps, shipping of films, ac- 
cessories, and whatever home office | 
sales overhead, plus possibly some 
checking, that is involved. 

Over his signature, McEvoy is get- 
ting out form letters to 1,000 differ- 
ent indie accounts detailing the plan 
and asking for their reaction, with 
Select prepared to begin negotiations | 
in accordance with the radical policy | 


on any picture that it has available. | 


In substance, the exhibs receiving 
the form communication, will be told 
that an average rental will 
gagement, either 
fiat houses, 
be up or down in proportion to the 
gross shown. 

Believing that the average exhib 
is fundamentally honest and that the 


in percentage or 


psychology very likely will be that | 


if the distrib comes to him under 
Queensbury rules of fairness 
exhib may be relied upon, 
Select will leave it to the account to 
furnish the proper figures as a basis 
for deals and also on the payoff. 


Loew's Weekiy Folds, 


List Films in Dailies 





Loew's theatres in the metropoli- 
fan (N. Y.) area suspends publica- 
tion of Loew's Weekly, a four-page 
house organ which is said to have 
reached a peak circulation of 1.200.- 
000, distributed through the mail and 
as a giveaway, with the issue of July 
18. 
cil ‘cuit’s theatres thereafter will 
given in the daily newspapers. Cost | 
of the advertising will be $4,000 
weekly. 

House organ has 
for 21 years and in 
contained hundreds 
biographies of film and vaudeville 
performers, in addition to studio 
production notes, and advance stories 
on pictures and policies. 

Loew’s home office reports that in 


been published 


of thumb-nail 


recent months telephone inquiries 
running into thousands daily indi- 
cate a demand for a newspaper 
‘directory’ style of advertising will 
better serve the public than the 
Ziveaway 


sheet. 


Cisco's Ghost Returns 


Hollywood, July 16. 

‘Ghost of the Cisco Kid,’ halted a 
month ago by the illness of Cesar 
Romero, goes back into producticn 
Aug. 1. By that time Romero is ex- 
pected to be able to work, 

Otto Brower, presently directing 
‘Youth Will Be Served’ on the 20th- 
Fox lot, will resume his old job on 
‘Cisco.’ 





JACOBS’ ASSIGNMENT 
Hollywood, July 16. 
William Jacobs handles the pro- 
duction reins on ‘Good Men Don’t 
Marry,’ which starts Monday (22) 
at Warners. 
Noel Smith directs. 


wah Hh 


the | 


be | 
agreed upon as a basis for an en-| 


but that the payoff will | 


the | 
in turn | 


Listings of film bookings in the | 
be | 


that time has | 





‘Syracuse’ Triple Preem 
Plans Set i in Syracuse 


Syracuse, July 16. 

Plans for the triple premiere of | 
‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ the | 
Jules Levey-made version of the | 
Rodgers-Hart musical, at three | 
RKO-Schine houses here, Keith's, 
| Eckel and Paramount, Thursday | 
(18) have been completed. 

Graham McNamee will” serve as 
m.c., introducing the notables ex- 
pected to attend the three theatres 
following a street parade. Gus W. 
Lampe, Schine division manager, 
‘lists Joe Penner, Richard Rodgers 
'and Lorenz Hart, Bud Abbott and 
Lou Costeilo, Charles Coburn, Harry 
Joe Brown, Eric Blore, Constance 
| Moore, Peggy Moran and Levey as 
probably being on hand. 

Lampe is still trying to get Alan 
Jones, starred in the film, to make 
a personal. 
| the local College of Fine Arts until 
/he quit in 1927 to go to Hollywood. 


| 








Miiwaukee’s Censor 
Threat as Result 
Of ‘Primrose Path’ 


Milwaukee, July 16. 

Drastic censorship is feared by 
motion picture interests as result of 
|a new ordinance introduced in the 
| common council Monday (15) by 
| Alderman John Kalupa, who, with 
|other city fathers, has been in fre- 
|'quent conference with Mayor Carl 
|F. Zeidler on the matter ever since 
ithe chief executive berated the 
| present censorship board for giv- 
ing its O.K. to ‘Primrose Path,’ still 
being shown in the subsequent run 
houses, 

New ordinance calis for a paid 
commission of three members to 
| supplant the present 10-member cen- 
sor board, funds to be obtained by | 
|a $2 charge for each film previewed. 
| Under the proposed ordinance, the | 
;new censors would be given power 
| to ban showings completely or to 
delete any parts of pictures deemed 
| objectionable. It also would be 
|}empowered to limit some showings 
to adults only. Plan is said to be 
|modeled somewhat after methods 
now employed in Chicago and in 
| Detroit. 
| While 
| with the censor board’s approval, a 
number of Catholic clergymen apv- 
pealed to Mayor Zeidler, who said 
| the picture should: not have been 
permitted here. He consulted 
city attorney and found the old 
board's powers were extremely lim- 
ited as they were empowered only 





to advise theatre men that it deemed | 


certain 
showing. 
now unde 


pictures or scenes unfit for 
Hence the new ordinance 
consideration. 





Beauty Contest Winds Up 
‘Ziegfeld Girl Bally, N.Y. 


| Beauty contest to pick the ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl of 1940’ was staged at 
Loew's State, N. Y., Monday (15) 
night as advance promotion for the 
Metro picture now in _ production, 
‘The Ziegfeld Girl.’ Ten prizes 


totaling $600 were awarded the win- | 


ners, top being $225. 

About 40 gals participated. They 
were weeded out of about 1,400 wno 
entered the competition through 
| Loew’s houses in Brooklyn, Queens 
the Bronx, Manhattan, 
Newark, North 
chelle, Mt. 
during the 


Bergen, 
Vernon and 
past six weeks. Oscar 
Doob, head of Loew’s pub-ad de- 
partment, handled the competish. 
Adopting the ‘preview’ policy ‘oc- 
| casionally used by its Broadway com- 
petition, Loew's State tonight 
(Wednesday ) will offer a double fea- 
ture in addition to its stage show. It 
will show ‘Edison the Man,’ which is 
slated to open tomorrow, in addition 
) ‘Typhoon,’ past week’s feature. 


New 
Yonkers 








_ U’s ‘Back St.’ Remake 


Hollywood, July 16. 
Universal will remake ‘Back Street’ 
| with Joan Fontaine, borrowed from 
Selznick-International, in the lead. 
Robert Stevenson will direct from 
a revised scenario by the late George 
O'Neill. 


| Cameras start in August 


The Din Goes On 


Los Angeles, July 16. 

Advertising sound trucks, used 
chiefly by film houses and poli- 
ticians, will continue to roam the 
streets of Los Angeles, under a 
decision by the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Verdict overrules an or- 
dinance recently adopted by the 
city council, 








Jones was a student in| 


| 


| 
{ 
} 





| here, 


There are 30 trucks currently 
in operation, and more to come 
as the political campaign warms 
up. 


Drive-Ins Boon 
To Invalids Via 
Motor Comfort 


Milwaukee, July 16. 

Wisconsin's first Drive-In theatre, 
recently opened and apparently 
clicking, is proving a source of 
pleasure of scores of Milwaukeeans 
who haven't seen a picture in years. 

hey are invalids and cripples, who 
up to now have been the shut- in 
| class. 

Now, comfortably propped up and 
protected from jostling crowds in 
the cars of families or friends, they 
are finding enjoyment in the outdoor 
pictures, which, although second 
runs, are brand new to them. 














Canton’s Drive-In 
Canton, O., July 16. 

The Bluebird auto theatre, first of 
its type in the immediate Canton 
district, opened Friday night (12). 
E. A. Ballou of Columbus is manager 
and proprietor. Accommodate 200 
cars, two shows nightly. 





Drive-In B.O. OK 
Detroit, July 16. 

Getting a heavy play of business 
which has brought the an- 
nouncement of a new addition for 
next season, both the East and West 
Side Drive-In theatres have upped 
their prices from 35 to 40c. 


| WB’S LOBBY LIBRARIFS | 





TO PLUG COMING FILMS 


‘Primrose Path’ was shown | 


the | 


Ro- | 


Pittsburah, July 16. 

With WB lineup for coming season 
made up almost exclusively of best- 
sellers and hit plays, Joe Feldman, 
advertising chief for circuit in this 
territory, has hit upon a novel means 
;of publicizing coming attractions for 
Warner theatres in this district. 
He's’ establishing circulating li- 
| braries in the lobby 
of WB’s more than 60 houses, with 
shelves stocked with books’ and 
printed dramas which studio owns 
and from which pictures will be 
made this season. 

There’s be no charge for 





borrow- 


ing, only a time limit of two weeks, 
with every customer eligible for 
membership. Paper-back editions 


| will be used to cut down losses on 
non-returns, but Feldman _ doesn’t 
expect many. He tried out the same 
stunt at the Penn a year ago for 
| Several weeks preceding engage- 
'ment of ‘Wuthering fleights’ there, 
|Had a stock of 150 books which 
were loaned out to more than 2,000 
| readers, 
were missing. 

Libraries will get started imme- 
diately and remain until film adap- 


| tations have been exhausted, with | 
| books or plays being removed only 
after picture from which it’s been 
made has been shown at that par- 


,| ticular house. 
Jersey City, | 


| 


Double Lingo Cavalier 


Hollywood, July 16. 


First production by Internationa! | 
Pictures is ‘Gypsy Cavalier,’ a Cine- 
| color film in English and Spanish, 


| due to roll July 29 for Monogram 
release. 
Alexis Thurn-Taxis, president of | 


the outfit, direcis. 
| plays the top role. 


Gilbert Roland | 


FAN MAILER OUT 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Fan mail department at 

, mount, organized 14 years ago, goes 

;out of existence this week as re- | 

sult of the studio's latest economy | 
wave. 

Marion Brocks Ritchie, who organ- 





izéd the department, remains with a 


skeleton staff. 


of every one | 


and at the finish only two | 


Para- | 


'Pekris 4 Houses to Greenwald: 


| 


——— 


Cleveland, July 16. 


Max Greenwald, Paramount sales- 
man covering Akron territory, going 
| out on his own as indie theatre op- 
erator in Elyria, O., bought leases 
and equipment of four houses from 
John Pekris—the Capitol, Rivoli, Lin- 
coln and Rialto—in deal reputed to 
involve around $350,000. Charles 
Powers taking over his Akron field. 


Harry Ebets, formerly with Cin- 
cinnati’s National Screen Service, 
appointed assistant booker in Par’s 
Cleveland exchange by George E]mo, 
new branch manager. Succeeds Bill 
Brooks, transferred to Pittsburgh to 
become booking manager there. 


Carl Scheuch jumping from Big 
Feature Rights Co. here to RKO ex- 
change to handle sales in river terri- 
tory. 

Chief news at Metro exchange is 
engagement of Dorsey Brown, head 
booker, to marry Lucille Spencer 
| Aug. 4 in Cleveland. 


Fulton, Pitt, to Reopen 
Pittsburgh, July 16. 


Fulton, Shea-Hyde house ciosed 
since last of May, will reopen Aug. 
10 with Jules Levey’s U picture, ‘Boys 
From Syracuse. It comes in on 
Fulton’s split of company’s product 
with rival, next-door Alvin. Fulton 
had originally announced it would 
get under way again with ‘Spring 
| Parade’ but that’sbeen shoved back. 

Theatre always closes for short 
while during the summer, but this 
has been its longest period of dark- 
ness, direct result, according to cir- 
cuit’s chiefs, of product shortage. 

William Satori, of U sales force 
herg promoted to special mid-east 
district rep under Dave Miller, with 
headquarters in Cleveland. Upping 
of Satori, who has covered West 
Virginia territory for several years, 
follows by few weeks advancement 
of his boss. Jules Lapidus, to N. Y. 
as eastern district chief. Peter Dabe, 
Lapidus’ successor 
|J. Fater, formerly with U’s Buffalo 
| branch, to replace Satori. 

Charles Mergen, chief booker in 
Par ‘office, promoted to exchange’s 








| by promotion of George Elmo 
|managership of Cleveland branch. 
seme 2 has been with Par here 15 
years and will look after ‘main line’ 
| selling. Being replaced as head of 
local booking department by W. 
ng p= from Par’s Cleveland office. 

wis Hepinger, owner of the 
PS sell Clarion, Pa., -named L. 
| Hayes Garbarino, former competitor, 
| his general booker and exploitation 
manager. Garbarino was formerly 





atre, which was named 
Of late he’s been managing a hcuse 
in Beaver Falls, Pa. 

Industry and friends will stage 
Good-Will Stag Party 
Lake, Pa., Aug. 20 for Ed Lebby and 
Bob Lynch, both of whom resigned 
as film salesmen here recently after 
25 years’ service each to become 
vice-presidents in an industrial con- 
cern in Erie, Pa. Jack Judd is gen- 
eral chairman of the affair. At time 
of their resignation Lebby with RKO 
and Lynch with WB. 


a 


at Conneaut 








here, has picked | 


| 


| 


associated with Clarion’s Garby the- | 
after him. | 


sales force and post vacated recently | €T@ting weekend for 


to | 


Other Theatre and Exchange News 


last winter, will be opened 
(19). 

Lyman Borin, who married Betty 
Ballenger, Nebraska cashier, jy 
March, being sued by her for di- 
vorce. He's the Nebraska assistant 
manager. 


Fr iday 


Brandt’s N. ¥. Changes Again 
New York theatre, Brandt opera- 


ition on Broadway near 43d street, 


has given up as a newsreel theatre, 
for the time being at least. Theatre 
experimented with one feature plus 
newsreel Clips a couple of weeks ago, 
and subsequently has gone sub- 
sequent-run duals, 

New York opened as a newsreeler 
several months ago, modernistic 
theatre being erected in location for. 
merly occupied by Cohan legit house, 
later becoming dual grind. Policy 
never caught on. Broadway already 


|had the Embassy and Trans-lux as 


newsreel operations. 





Fried’s 12th Anni 
Philadelphia, July 16. 

Harry Fried, Main Line exhib, 
celebrating the 12th anniversary of 
the Anthony Wayne, Wayne, Pa., by 
setting aside tomorrow's (Wednes- 
day) receipts for the American Red 
Cross. 

Henry Friedman, operator of the 
Lansdowne, mourning the loss of his 
new car. 

David Supowitz plans moderniza- 
tion of the Girard. Spot was widely- 
known in ’20s as the North Philly 
Gabriel, who died last week. 

Capitol closed Wednesday in defer- 
ence to mother of manager Eddie 
Gabriel, who died last Monday. 

Stanley Given joins the ad sales 
staff of the Columbia exchange. 

The Studio’s Dick Mayer is hieing 
off to the Poconos for short rest. 

Gracing the beach at Avalon are 
Warners’ two publicists, A] Zimbalist 


is 


}and Milt Young. 


Warners’ newly 
Broadway opened. 

Henry Friedman of the Lansdown 
gained plenty of good-will running 
a benefit for the widow of the fire 
chief of the borough. Raised nearly 
$700. 

Cinema Arts closed for summer 

Globe, Vineland, N. J., only cp- 


balance of the 


refurbished 


summer. 

Houses in Tamaqua, Mahanoy 
City, Shamokin and Mount Carmel 
operated by the Victoria Amus. Co. 
shifted from continuous showing 1¢ 
matinee and evening policy. 

Sam Tannenbaum, owner of the 
Palace, Atlantic City, has taken over 


the Ideal here. 

Showmen’s Club getting its new 
headquarters in shape for pal 
opening, 

Rosener’s French Pic 
San Francisco, July 1€ 

Herbert Rosener has taken over 
Pacifie Coast distribution rights t 
‘The Baker’s Wife,’ French film 
| Flick currently in third week st 
Clay and will continue indef. 


When Paramount exchange moves 
back to its permanent location ai 201 


Golden Gate on Sept. 1, remodeled 
offices will include’ film  row’s 
swankiest screening room, an ultra 
50-seat theatre. Paramount will oc- 
cupy the top floor, having been on 
the spot for 19 years. Upon com- 
pletion of $80,000 renovating job by 


Lourie & Co., owners, the ground 


| floor of the building will be filled by 


| Three theatres in this district 
closed for remodeling, State in Kit- 

| tanning, capacity of which will be 

| increased from 430 to 650; Regent in 

| Beaver Falls and Coyle in Char- | 

| leroi, which will also get an addi- 
tional 200 seats. 

| Transfer of Vernon theatre in 


Boswell, Pa., from V. F. Scott cir- 


| week, Vernon was opened 
years ago following 
Mary Lee and two spots 
highly competitive ever 
Announcement made 
| W. Va., few days ago 
| of John G. Osborne, 
Osborne, general 
Wheeling theatres 
Va. Theatrical Enterprises, to Ann 
Laupp, also of Wheeling. 
Jerry Castelli’s new theatre. 
der construction at Library, Pa., 
will be named the Park, 450-seate: 
ready last of this month. C 
has one house at Hills Station and 
also operates auto agency at Clair- 
ton, 
si 
| 


Lofgren’s 


had been 
since. 

in Wheeling, 
of marriage 
son of J. R. 
manager of five 
operated by W 


Job 
July 


New 


Lincoln, Neb., 16. 

M. 
| Nebraska (J. H. Cooper), Lincoln. 
| has gone with Central States, as city 


| manager in York, Neb. Town has | 


cuit to Charles Szewezyk made Jast | 
several | 
Szewczyk’s 


une | 


astelli | 


E. Lofgren, formerly with the | 


United Artists, currently neighbor of 


Metro, RKO and 20th-Fox, three 
blocks distant. 

Mrs. Truly East, wife of Para- 
mount exchange manager, in Seattle 
hospital, recovering from = maje! 
operation. 

N. C. Chain's Shifts 
Charlotte, N. C., July l¢ 

Several changes in personnel of 
North Carolina Theatres, Inc.: Rey 
Smart, in charge of the Charlotte 
district of the company, advances 1 
head of booking and buying de- 
partment, Harry Hardy succeeding 
him in charge of Charlotte district. 

Neil McGill, manager of the Im- 
perial, succeeds Emil Bernsiecke! 
}as manager of the Carolina, ana 
Bernstecker assumes charge of the 
company’s eastern district with «) 
rection of theatres in eight towns in 
that area. To succeed McGill 
manager of the Imperial, R. Dewan- 
ner Stallings come here from Le- 
noir, where he managed a theatre 

Pyle te Minneapolis 
Minneapolis, July 16 


| 


| three theatres, two of them closed at | 


present. Main one is the Sun. He 
, replaced Carl Rose, moved to Chari- 
ton, Ia. 
| Formal opening of the New Em- 
ress, Fremont, Neb., was made (8) 
y M. E. McClain, district manager 
| of Central States. House, 
three months of remodeling, a 
done at nights and mornings, re- 
mained open with excention of one 
day out ahead of the formal bow. 
George O. Monroe, whose new 
; Empress, Kearney, Neb., built on the 
‘ashes of the old house which burned 


during | 
ll work | 


Norman Pyle has been transferred 


from Chicago as Metro special 
| exploiteer for the territory. He suc- 
,eeeds the veteran Maurie Abrams, 


| appointed supervisor of checkers, re- 





| placing 


George Deutz, transferred 
to another territory. 

Arnold Dobrin resigned from Na- 
tional Screen to become assistant 
manager of 20th-Fox advertising and 
accessories’ department. 

Eph Rosen, formerly with RKO, 
appointed Monogram branch man- 
ager. He takes the place of Charlie 
Weiner, who has acquired all EJliott 
Film company’s departments except- 
ing equipment, 
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BY ACCLAMATION! 


Heeding the tremendous public clamor... 
MARYLAND is rolling up those holdovers! New 
York’s Roxy just reports a 2nd week for the sum- 
mer’s biggest money-hit... after first three days 
smash “Kentucky” records! And so goes the nation 


...as reports come in from 67 other pre-releases! 
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lay Minimizes Nazi Picture Threat 
To US. Companies in So. America; 
Par Official Cites Native Competitio 


Qn re <= 


BAD FLYING WEATHER 
STALLS LAWRENCE 


rence, Metro's Euro- 
] 5 


It will be a long time before Nazi 
m productions filtrate into South 
merica on sufficient scale to pro- 
de strong opposition to American 
ctures, according to John L. Day, 
Paramount's manager in South 
merica, who sailed Friday (12) pean manager, was delayed in reach- 
idnight for his headquarters in Rio jng New York yesterday (Tuesday) 
Janeiro, as scheduled because of bad flying | 
This is particularly encouraging to weather. His Atlantic clipper plane | 
S. firms in view of the Nazi po-| was slated to arrive in the morning 
tical inroads south of the equator. | but was called back to Horta, Azores. 
Day, questioned by Variety as to Clipper carrying Lawrence left Lis- 
hether Nazi ideology could be in- bon Monday (15) and had taken off 
srporated into French-language pic- from the Azores port on schedule. 
ires produced by German compa- Lawrence is coming over to report 
es in Paris. was even highly.to Arthur Loew, head of Metro's 
ceptical of any immediate strides foreign department, regarding condi- 
, this direction. He indicated that; tions in Europe. He is accompanied 
rench productions currently are on; by Mrs. Lawrence and his son. 
ie downbeat in La America be-| Arthur Field, N. Y. office 
had in Europe and No. 


Ludvig Law 





repre- 
2 man 


suse many weak nen ic films sentative 

een dumped on the market, natu- on the continent. is due in some time 
ally hurting i pester this week via boat. 

rench-made pictures were ex- --- -----———_-— 


emely popular and beginning to de- 


elop stern competition for Ameri- “ 
an distribs when the European war renc 1X ll 
arted, he indicated. 
eplaced in U.S. 
P d 
vat stronger American product and By tin ro uct 
ne fact that many American dis- 


Native Competition 
Day said the strides taken in 

ribs will ship only the ace product a 
2» South America in the forthcom- 


atin-America by native producers 
rovide the greatest opposition con- 
-onting U. S. distributors, particu- 
arly in Brazil. However, he feels 





1g season will enable them to hold Foreign-language film distributors 
heir markets. in the U.S. handling French produc 

Patrons in South America have "Ons report en acequate supply of 
ecome such ardent boosters for COMPé stivery new French-made fea- 
american pictures that it will re- | TUFés in this mtry Dut are inclined 
uire only the best sort of screen | © VieW the tosu-21 season pessimis- 
are from competitors to cut into the tically. They believe the future of 
J. S. business, Day stated. the foreign language picture market 


American films have managed to 
each their present popularity even 
fespite the fact that titles are super- 
mpcsed on the pictures, he stated. 
Dubbing has proved unsatisfactory 
n most Latin-American countries 
yecause they have not been accept- 
ible to native”* audiences. There is 
he additional factor that it costs 
610,000 to $12,000 to dub a single fea- 


in U.S. may depend on Latin-Ameri- 
can productions. More than ever be- 
fore the Latin-mades will be shown 
in American theatres in the forth- 
coming season, they aver. 

There are about 25 unreleased 
French-made features in the U. S., 
all produced within the last two 
years. Many distribs claim that the | 
quality is about the same as in re- 


iure cent years. However, the almost- 
, ; complete production stoppage in 
Day came to New York several P ‘ oy 


France due to the war would be re- 
sponsible for the void of French 
films in the immediate future. A 
concurrent pickup in Spanish-lan- 
guage pix is seen. 

Indie foreign-language pix distri- 
butors claim they are still receiving 
British-mades although the number 


weeks ago for huddles with John W. 
Hicks, Jr., Par’s foreign chief, 
Peru, vaenguey OK 
Washington, July 16. 
American films dominate the mar- 
ket in Peru and Paraguay by a wide 


margin, according to the U.S. De- | pac recently decreased. 

partment of Commerce motion pic- Majority of the distribs describe 
ture division, which recently com- | the present season as typical of a 
piled statistics under the supervision | gyl] summer period. 

of Nathan D. Golden, chief of the 

bureau. In neither country is com- 

petition felt from German produc- 


tions 


In Peru and on a lesser scale in 


Paraguay the French-made film 
offered stiff opposition during 1939, 


but the in Argentine 
pictures offered the chief competi- 
tion to U.S. distribs. 


iprovement of 


Melbourne, June 28. 
Scarcity of overseas’ talent is 
forcing vaude scouts to looksee the 
radio field for homebrew acts. Radio 


Fear New Exhibitor Tax 
» In England May Spread es een oe eee 
To All Entertainments a plenty of imported f are on hand, 


now it’s a_ different story 
brought about by war conditions and 
London, July 16. governmental edict that imported 
New entertainment tax ean players must leave earnings in this 
’ zone for the duration of hostilities 
expected to yield nearly $40,000,000 Among radioers presently playing 


annually, may ultimately spread to! for Tivoli Theatres are Mal Vercoe, 
other entertainments. Film tariff; Jim Gerald, Rhythm Girls, Lou 
applies to all cinema theatre seats | Toppano, Peggy Brooks, Colin 


costing 5c or more. Previously, all! Crane, Hawaiian Club Stars, Mrs. 


admissions up to 12c were untaxed.|’Olmes and Mrs. Hentwhistle, Alec 

As presently outlined, film enter-| Kellaway. Imported talent on same 

fainment tax will be  virtually| bill includes Bob Parrish, Stalac 

doubled. Bros. and Pearl, C. Ray Smith and 
Outcome of taxation of lower- Rudy and Latosca 


bracketed theatre tickets is that ad- 
missions will be increased. 


Pix for Kids Only 
July 16. 

Organization of a pic company for 
the exclusive production of chil- 
cren’s films has been started by a 
group of businessmen of Orizaba, 
Vera Cruz, industrial center. 

Child players only are to be em- 
ployed. The enterprise is expected 
“e get going abcut Sept. 


Svdney Signs Radioers 
Sydney, June 28. 
} Local radioers booked for the 
Tivoli circuit in this spot next month 
to bolster a few U. S. acts include 
Jack Davey, Kitty Bluett, Uncle 
Tom’s Gang Rhythm Boys, Al 
Thomas and Tier and Agar. U. S. 
acts presently spotted here are Ann 
Suter, Gilbert Bros., Van Strattens, 
Barbara Blane. 
Tivoli execs oocint out 
radio idea is j:-st a 
15. j importation lull 


Mexico City, 


that the 
tryout during 


| partment’s homeoffi 


jward Cohen as 


| manager in 


| films 
| 350,000,000 people. 


20TH-FOX SHIFTS 





Acting Mer. Post 


_E. F. Lomba, 20th-Fox foreign de- 
rep, who has 
manager in 
N. ¥. last week, 
appointment of be 


been acting as 
zuela, arrived in 
following the | 
manager i 

country. Cohen formerly was man- 
ager in Ecuador. K. B. Knust, for- 
with 20th-Fox 
been moved up to 
Ecuador. 

D. B. Lederman, company’s man- | 
ager in the Philippines, came into 
New York last week on furlough. 
He arrived on the Coast late last 
month. Del Goodman, company’s | 
the Far East, is slated to! 
arrive on the Coast from China July 
25, but won't come on to the home- 
office until later. 


Film Tastes Know No 
Boundaries in Ceylon, 


merly 
ma, has become 


manager 1n 


Says Visiting Exhibitor 


Holds Pic Tastes 


ticket-buyers of Ceylon go for just | 


July 16, 
With possible exception of Mickey 
Rooney, whose style has ‘em baffled, 


San Francisco. 


about the same stars and pictures 
that capture the fancy of U. S. au- 
diences, according to Abraham 
Gardiner, native operator, who 
paused in San Francisco just before 
Clippering to Hongkong. Enroute 
from Rotary convention in Havana, 
Gardiner said twin-bill headaches 
were unknown in his territory, his | 
14 houses being strictly single-bill. 
Using an average of 208 selected pix | 
per year, he buys all major U. S. 


product and supplements it with best | 


native-mades. 
celluloid 
feature. ; 
In addition to his 14 showcases, 
operated under handle of Ceylon 
Theatres, Ltd., Colombo (capital of 
Ceylon) exhib has 12 portable tent 
cinemas known as Imperial Travel- 
ing Talkies playing month stands in 
the hinterlands at low admish, 
Native product, he 


Only other outside 
used is an occasional British 


said, is im- 


proving, with approximately 200 fea- | 


tures per year coming out of half a 
dozen Hindu studios. Of this about 
75 are in Findustani. 
the balance in Marati, Telugu Pun- 
jabi and other dialects. 
have potential 
Field for Hindu 
pictures outside India is nil, exhib 
stated. A few play Trinidad and the 
Fiji Islands, and several have been 
exported to London as curiosities, 
playing the Academy there. 

Average first-run playing time in 
Colombo is one week, few films 
stretching a second. 
shown as delivered with no transla- 
tions. 


Aussie Vaude Eyes Radio to Fill 


Dearth of Talent From Overseas 





/exclusive 


- 


British Exhibs May 
Pledge Theatres As 
Shelters to Refugees 


London, July 2 

Although not yet definitely estab- 
lished, Cinermna Exhibitors Assn. has 
indicated many of its membership 
will turn over their theatres for use 
as refuges to folk rendered homeless 
through air raids on Britain. Thea- 
tres in those gnated as 
within safety zone will cooperate in 
the scheme. 

A suggestion in one northern area 
s that duplicate kevs to the cinemas 
be lodged with police headquarters, 
to expedite the succor scheme in 
event of sudden emergency. 


areas aes 


SUIT OVER ‘SERENADE’ 
Arthur Ziehm, Inc., filed suit Mon- 
day (15) in N. Y. supreme court 
against Leo Films, Inc., seeking an 
injunction to prevent distribution by 
the defendant of the French film, 
‘Serenade.’ starring Lilian Harvey. 
Plaintiff claims to have acquired 
distribution rights in the 
U. S. from the producers, Societe 
Symphonie Film of France, on Aug: 
11, 1939. 


Vene- | 


office in Pana- | 


| British censors 


' mount to change the title of 
| Were the Days’ to ‘Good Old School | 





These. 200 ' 
audience of | 


U. S. flicks are ! 


ard by 


| the British Commonwealth 
| tions but should pz 


‘Aussie Exhibs Warn American Pix 


Lomba Due in N. Y. from Yonceneees | 


Vs. Threatened’ Product Cut, Point 
Up Market's Increased Importance 





= METRO, PAR INVOLVED — 
WITH BRITISH CENSORS 


London, July 16. 
Three U.S. pictures have run into 


difficulty here 
ordered alterations 
(M-G) so that 


censorial 


in ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 


‘no tinge of prostitution appears in 


ordered Para- 
*Those 


yarn. Censors also 


Days’ because a British film had 
used the former tag. 

No mention of God was permitted 
in ‘Susan and God,’ Metro winding 


up by calling it “The Gay Mrs. 
Trexel’ for distribution to British 
accounts, 


In Great Britain 


recently. | 


| tation of U. S. pix. 


Sydney, June 28. 

Intimation that U. S. producers ine 
tend to cut down on product to Ause 
following 50% coin freeze, 
plus added burden of exhibs’ 25% 
right of rejection of U. S. pix and 
higher landing charges, is 
creating héadaches to those exhibs 
knowing that only a continuance of 
U. S. product can maintain theatre 
operation here successfully. 

Not so long ago the Film Council 
of Australia, comprised of powerful 
exhib interests, pleaded with the 
government, via its economic ad- 
viser, Sir Ernest Fisk, 


pose any restrictions on the impor- 
The plea was 
granted, but, as was fully expected, 
the government, following huddles 
with the Motion Picture Dis- 
tribs Assn., made the 50° freeze 


tralia, 


already 


not to ime 


measure operative immediately. 


Altered by War 


—_—-— 


By MORI KRUSHEN 
Montreal, July 16. 
‘Shadow of war which has been 
hanging over England prior to and 
during the present conflict has 


| altered tastes of moviegoers to ex- 


tent that certain types of first-rate 
American films which would, under 
normal circumstances ring up heavy 
grosses, have either flopped or reg- 
istered only in spots in the British 
Isles.’ So says Roland Gillett, who 
arrived from England about three 
weeks ago, in charge of production 
of ‘49th Parallel’ for which exteriors 
are being shot in Canada for Ortus 
Films, London. 

Gillett referred specifically to 
films of the ‘social significance’ type 


25 in Tamil and | DUt also placed some other films of 


the sombre kind, among the biggest 
grossers last year in U. S. but not in 
England, in the same category. As 
in the U. S., Britain is at present in 


'no mood for dramas depicting the 
|seamy side of life, no matter how 


artistically done. 

Theatregoers in Great Britain, ac- 
cording to Gillett, are by an over- 
whelming majority swinging to the 
‘escapist’ type of screen piay. En- 
tertainment rather than the story 
which points a moral or teaches a 
lesson is, according to 
checked at picture houses, the stand- 
which the b.o. must be 
measured and almost any kind of 
film, British or American, which fui- 
fills the primary essentials of enter- 
tainment is assured of profitable play 
dates. 

Gillett is not keen on the purely 
propagandized type of film.. He be- 
lieves that films made in the Do- 
minions or in England should re- 
flect something of the way of life in 
of Na- 
imarily be made 
with an eye to entertainment values. 

Fans in the provinces in England 
are still faithful to the 
old-time English stars 
Gillett, and picture 
tinues despite war activities. 

Expedition from England, consist- 
ing of technical crew and pet 
ers, will remain 


response 


recognized, 
according to 


business con- 


form- 
here for the next 
three months shooting exteriors in 
every province of the Dominion, 
from Nova Scotia to British Colum- 
bia. Two units, one in the east and 
the other in the west, are now work- 
ing with instructions out of the 
Montreal office. 


Elisabeth Bergner, Leslie Howard, 


Raymond Massey and Anton Wal- 
brook are to be starred in ‘49th 
Parallel,’ with possibility that an- 


other prominent actor will also be 
featured. Massey is on hand but 
questionable if Miss Bergner, How- 
ard or Walbrook will come to Can- 
ada just for the exterior shots. 
Upon completion of shooting in 
September the expedition will return 
to England to make the interior se- 
quences. Michael Powell is direc- 
tor-in-chief of ‘49th Parallel’ which 
was authored by Emeric Press- 
burger. Film will be distributed in 


Irksome as this freeze may be to 
U. S. producers, nevertheless, with 
fading European markets, Aussie ex- 
hibs believe that this territory will 
soon be the most important to the 
U. S» outside of its own domestic 
sphere, and that any product cut 
would prove harmful to the pro- 
ducers in the long run, especially 
as the freeze measure was brought 
about ‘solely because of war cone 
ditions.’ 

Suspicious of Move 

Many exhibs see in the product 
ut a move to force the govern- 
ment of New South Wales to exit 
the 25° right of rejection and an 


attempt to increase rentals to offset 
frozen coin. It’s learned that the 
Motion Picture Exhibs’ Assn.,_ is 


watching the situation very closely, 
and that any such moves would be 
brought before the government ime- 
mediately. 

Those exhibs, disbarring politics, 
are of the opinion that favorable 
trading conditions can be continued 
with U. S. pic interests on a square- 
deal footing, and that Aussie 
screens are just as important to the 
U. S. as U. S. product is to the ex- 


hibs, and that, if handled correctly 
by sincere execs, the position cov- 
ering both rejection and freeze 


could be reviewed to present a more 


equal distribution than that pres- 
,ently operating. 
Forced Change 
Exhibs foresee, should U. &. proe 


Britain by General; American release | 


; not yet set. 


+ 2 dino 


ducers 


in the 


limit product, 

Aussie 
With a wider 
homebrew 


a forced change 
entertainment fie 

bid made to introduce 
talent, plus more exten- 
Sive use of orchestras and musicals 
n place of U. S. ‘B’ pix Publie 
des ‘sc 


resently is for dual bills, 
but exhibs declare that the publie 
could be educated in time to accept 


single features with quality stage 
and that in the long run the 


producers would thus be the 


show s, 
U. S 
losers 


Australia has approximately 1.560 
pic theatres dependent mainly on 
U. S. product, and representing an 
investment of about $120,000.000. 
It's indicated that some 5,000.000 
people attend films every week. 
Since it takes quite a goodly 
amount of fare to keep this total of 
theatres going, especially in recent 
times, the 25% right of rejection is 
seldom taken full advantage of. A 


quick get-together on a ‘play-the- 
ball’ both ways angle is seen by 
major exhibs as the best safeguard 


to stop product headaches. 


An added 
by the 


curb being considered 
government is taxing U. S. 
Pix On earnings instead of footage, 
as presently. 

Politicos are said to be highly in 
favor of new arrangement after se- 
curing inside figures on earnings 
gotten with U. S. product around 
this territory, 

U. S. Cuts Down 

Several U. S. majors already have 
cut down on the number of features 
being shipped to Australia. Others 
expect to follow with a systematic 
selection of features best suited for 
Anzac market. Previously the full 
program was shipped. 

By sending in only strongest fea- 
it is hoped the American com- 

will provide such a strong 
lineup that Australian exhibitors 
could not afford to take advantage 
of 25° rejection clause. 


fears 
tures, 
panies 
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LISTEN to that guy yodel! 

SURE he’s an M-G-M exhibitor! 
HE’S got hair on his chest! 
MAYBE he doesn’t sing so pretty, 
BUT he sings 

LOUD! 


“NEW Moon” is one reason — 
“ANDY Hardy Meets Deb” 


1S another reason! 

THE customers are delighted to see 
JEANETTE MacDonald and 
NELSON Eddy together again, 
AND the combination of 

MICKEY Rooney and Judy Garland 
iS sure-fire! 

HOLD-OVER business! 

SO watch your bookings please! 
KEEP on singing Mr. Showman— 
YOU'RE doing your share to bring 
COMFORT and relaxation 

TO the public! 


(continued from first column) 


IT helps keep America 
SANE and sensible. 
M-G-M is singing too! 
“PRIDE and Prejudice” is another 
SWEETHEART 
GREER Garson, Laurence Olivier 
ARE great in it. 
“BOOM Town” exceeds 
THE rosiest hopes. Terrific! 
| GABLE, Tracy, Colbert, Lamarr— 
WHAT a cast! 
ALL summer long we've got 
GREAT entertainments for 
YOUR eager public. 
AND what a Fall line-up! 
ISN’T it just plain common sense 
TO get set with M-G-M 
FOR 1940-41 and enjoy 
THAT happy feeling! 
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Boys From Syracuse 
(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Mayfair (Jules 
Levey) production. Features Allan Jones, 
Martha Raye, Jue Penner, Rosemary Lane, 
Charlies Butterworth, Lrene Hervey, Alan 
Mowbray, Eric Blore. Directed by Edward 
Kutherland. Screenplay by Leonard Spigel- 


in the production was dropped if this 
story was going to be used, as they 
hardly would have fitted. Alan Mow- 


|bray and Eric Blore, tailors to roy- 


alty, keep getting mixed up in the 
plot, as does Butterworth as the Duke 
who supposedly is ruler of Ephesus, 
but takes orders from Jones. (It is 





gass and Charles Grayson, based on stage 
play by George Abbott, 
end Lorenz Hart; adapted from Shake- 
speare’s ‘Comedy of Errors’; music and 








lyrics by Rodgers and Hart; musical di- 
rector, Charles Previn; dances, Dave Gould; 
camera. Joe Valentine; editor, Milton Car- 
ruth. Previewed in the Projection Room, 
2 Y.. July 11, °40. Running time: 72% 
MINS. 
Antipholus of Ephesus.........- Allan Jones 
Antipholus of Syracuseé........-. Allan Jones 
DE scocanedstscbéqnsenees Cee. mare 
Dromio of Ephesus....cccccceses Joe Penner 
Dromio of SyrAcuse..cccccccccecs Joe Penner 
er rere ts Rosemary Lane 
Duke of Ephesus....... Charlies Rutterworth 
WAGTIANA. 0c. scccccvccosscecses Irene Hervey 
PEED. on0s 600000bd0068060604 Alan Mowbray 
PEO - ccccdccccovevececceseceeeess Eric Blore 
BORCOB. ococeccccescovseces Samuel S. Hinds | 
As a former film salesmanager, | 


Jules Levey makes an excellent pro- 
ducer. His proximity for many years 
‘to the exhibition field has apparently 
given him a strong insight into what 
audiences want. And he has tossed 
every bit of his knowledge into this 
maiden effort in production, a super- 
gagged film version of George Ab- 
bott’s stage success of the 1938-39 
season, ‘The Boys from Syracuse.’ 
Writers Leonard Spigelgass and 
Charles Grayson have transformed 
the legiter—which Abbott authored 
in collaboration with Richard Rodg- 
ers and Lorenz Hart (with a plot 
copped from Bill Shakespeare’s 
‘Comedy of Errors’)—frem a satire to 
plain burlesque. Sophisticated audi- 
ences will find the gags too unsubtle 


and the action too obvious, but the | 
greater part of the film audience will | 


relish the out-and-out screwiness of 
the whole idea. 

Levey has been particularly lavish 
in his casting. 
even down to relatively minor roles, 
he has 


tation alone, but because they’re tai- 
lored to the parts. 
Joe Penner are particularly out- 
standing in the comedy leads. Pen- 
ner, away from the stereotyped 


‘wanna buy a duck?’ characteriza- | 
tion, makes a droll slave. Miss Raye, | 


provided with the swell Rodgers and 


Hart tunes, gets good opportunity to, 
use her pipes as well as exhibit her | 
Charles Butter- | 
worth and Eric Blore, in lesser roles, | 


broad comedy style. 


turn in plenty of additional laughs, 


while Allan Jones capably acts and | 


warbles his way through the top 
characterization. Irene Hervey and 
Rosemary Lane are the vis-a-vises to 
Jones in the dual role he portrays. 


Story hasn’t been greatly changed | 
from the stage version, but rather | 


has been more wildly gagged up, as 


naturally permitted by the greater | 


scope of the screen. Four of the 
tunes 
new ones have been provided by 
R&H to sub for three that were 
dropped. ‘Who Are You?’, romantic 
ballad sung by Jones, is one of the 
new ones, and ‘The Greeks Had No 


Word for It,’ a specialty for Martha | 


Raye, is the other. Both are equal 
to the originals. Well-remembered 
‘This Can’t Be Love Because I Feel 
So Well’ is done by Rosemary Lane, 
while others from the show are ‘Fall- 
ing in Love with Love,’ ‘Sing for 
Your Supper’ and ‘He and She.’ Ab- 
sent are ‘Oh, Diogenes,’ which Wynn 
Murray did on the stage; ‘Longest 
Day of the Year Has the Shortest 
Night of the Year’ and ‘You Have 
Cast Your Shadow on the Sea.’ 
Warbling is strong all the way 
through, tunes coming in rapid suc- 
cession. Apparently trying to keep 
the film moving rapidly, however, 


most of them are limited to a couple | 


of choruses. In one imstance, two 
numbers are run together, ‘Sing for 
Your Supper’ and ‘He and She.’ 
More generous helping of all the 
songs could well be used, particular- 
ly Miss Raye’s. Humorous bit of 
trickiness, resulting from the role of 
twins played by both Jones and Pen- 
ner, is having Jones do a duet with 
himself in the reprise with which the 
film finales, while Penner and Miss 
Raye do a trio which includes two 
Penners. 

Writers have done everything pos- 
sible to further the basically ludic- 


rous idea of the stage show, in which | 


all sorts of modernisms surround the 
toga-clad populace of ancient Greece. 
It gives plenty of opportunity for 
gags. and none is missed, even to the 
checkered chariot, with a meter. 
Stone ‘newspapers’ announce that 
*Ephesus Blitzkriegs Syracuse,’ while 
the gladiators union pickets and a 
voice strangely like that of Winchell’s 
Zives gossip on station EBC. Cheer- 
ing section at an execution lets out 
with ‘Give him the ax, ax, ax.’ And 
Jones, with jutting jaw, gives a 
speech humorously a Ja Mussolini. 
Tale concerns twin brothers and 
their twin slaves. One brother and 


one slave are parted from the other | 


brother and his slave as babies. One 
brother becomes ruler of Ephesus 
and conqueror of Syracuse, town in 
which he doesn’t know he was born. 
His father, Samuel Hinds, seeking 
him, comes to Ephesus and is caught 
by a law of his son—-unbeknownst to 
the son—that all Syracusans must 
lose their heads. The other son 
comes to Ephesus, also, in search of 
his father. Neither twin knows the 
other exists and the resultant mixup 


of identity makes plenty of base for | 


laughs. 
It’s fairly obvious why Levey’s 
original idea of using the Ritz Bros. 





Ht 





Richard Rodgers | Understood there will definitel 


Without exception, | 


provided marquee names. | 
And they’re in not because of repu- | 


Martha Raye and | 


have been retained and two) 


not 
be a command showing of the picture 
for King Victor Emmanuel of Italy.) 
| While certain portions of the stage 
|version were dumped or evaded in 
‘deference to Will Hays (that’s prob- 
|ably what happened to ‘The Longest 
|Day of the Year Has the Shortest 
_Night of the Year’), Haysians appear 
;to have been singularly lenient on 
‘one or two other minor points: Miss 
Raye’s discovery, for instance, that 
ithe twin slave of the night before 
was not the one who was her hus- 
| band. 

Production is as generous as the 
leasting, nothing being ducked in 
elaborateness of either sets or cos- 
tumes. And there’s even a lengthy 
sequence for the horse-opry fans, 
with everyone chasing each other in 
chariots. ‘Boys from Syracuse’ can 
hardly miss the money class. Herb. 


South of Pago Pago 


Hollywood, July 17. 

United Artists release of Edward Small 
production; Erle C. Kenton, asseciate pro- 
|ducer. Stars Victor McLagen, Jon Hall, 
| Frances Farmer; features Olympe Bradna, 
Gene Lockhart, Douglas Dumbrille, Di- 
rects>i by Alfred E. Green; assistant di- 
rect., John Burch. Screenplay, George 
| Bruce, camera, John Mescall; editor, Ray 
| Curtis; songs, Bob Wright, Chet Forrest, 
| Lew Pollack; music director, Edward 
Small; dances, Jack Crosby. Previewed at 
studio projection room, Hollywood, July 16, 
‘40 Running time, 96 MINS. 








| Buch® L@raon...csccccsess Victor McLagien 
BORO. oc ccncetecsevevcoviesestvece Jon Hall 
SN 0b es0bnbsd6oeeen e+e en Frances Farmer 
Eee rr Terre ht ye Olympe Bradna 
RIN sos ben covesntenenseee Gene Lockhart 
SON 0.46460 c6Seuuess Douglas Dumbrille 
| rer errerr errr rr se Francis Ferd 
SN so KiG4e606 0.08 5000 e8eeRKe> Ben Welden 
he , ETL «e++.- Abner Biberman 
ME cco che cpabeserdeass Pedro de Cordoba 
EO Se ee Te COTS Rudy Bobdles 
ss cies tne eadssvd c6ebuee Robert Stone 
CeO 5 00k a0s oe c0bb 0008009 2s Nellie Duran 





The tale of greedy white men 
| sailing to unchartered Islands in the 
South Seas seeking riches in pearls, 
conscripting native divers for deep 
| water pearl-diving, has been un- 
reeled many times before. But Ed- 
ward Small injects plenty of action, 
excitement and romance in ‘South of 
| Pago-Pago’ to freshen up the story, 
| making it a good adventure picture 
that will score well in the regular 
runs. Pictorial setting, and back- 


‘grounds add much to entertainment 
values. 


Victor McLaglen skippers a large 
sailing schooner to the isle where 
natives for years have repulsed in- 
| vasions of white men avaricious for 
pearl-wealth, plying gullible natives 
with shoddy dresses, novelties and 
| liquor, McLaglen sends divers inte 
| deep water with fatal results. Jon 
Hall, son of native chief, puts taboo 
on deep diving, and McLagien sends 
a honky-tonk hostess in a Singapore 
i dive, Frances Farmer, after Hall’s 
| affections. Pair fall in love, and 
marry according to native ritual. 
McLaglen keeps after the divers, 
finally resorting to guns which de- 
velops a wild attack on the ship. 
Miss Farmer dies peacefully during 
baitle. The dead crew sails away 
on a ghost ship, the natives return 
to happiness, and Hall takes a na- 
tive bride Olympe Bradna. 


What story might lack in orig- 
inality it makes up in fast-tempoed 
and vigorous action. Al Green’s di- 
rection is top-notch for this type 
story, although closer cutting of 
shipboard fight sequences could 
tighten the climax. Picture includes 
regulation sequences of beach pearl- 
divers in action, inland swimming 
pool, native dancers and funeral 
procession, 

McLaglen delivers familiar role of 
hardened and greedy skipper; Hail 
is the well-physiqued native youth; 
Miss Farmer the blonde siren who 
falls in love with Hall; Miss Bradna 
the native girl finally winning Hall. 
Gene Lockhart is prominent as the 
white friend of natives, living on 
island for years. Douglas 
brille is McLaglen’s aide. 

Well-rounded production setting, 
with photography excellent, ‘Pago- 
Pago’ is a commercial attraction for 
exhibs at this season. It’s due for 
good reception as a top attraction in 
keys. and good biz-getter for the 
family houses. Walt. 


THE MAN I MARRIED 


Hollywood, July 13. 

20th Century-Fox release of Darryl] Zan- 
}uck production, Features Joan Bennett, 
Francis Lederer, Lloyd Nolan, 
Directed by Irving Pichel. Screenpiay by 
Oliver H. P. Garrett, based on Liberty 
mag serial, ‘I Married a Nazi,’ by Oscar 
Schisgall; camera, Peverell Marley; editor, 
Robert Simpson. Previewed at Grauman’s 





Chinese, July 12, ’40, Running time, 
76 MINS, 
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This one is a film presentation of 
last year’s Liberty magazine serial, 
‘‘I Married a Nazi,’ a powerful in- 


Dum- | 


Anna Sten. | 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Boys frem Syracuse’ (U). 
First-quality laugh-grabber with 
excellent cast and tunes. 

‘Seuth of Pago Pago’ (UA). 
Good actioner will insure OK 
b.o. reception in all situations, 

‘The Man I Married’ (20th). 
Film version of ‘I Married a 
Nazi’ good for key spots. 

‘Devil’s Island’ (WB). Because 
of being taken off release early 
in 1939 due to protests, may get 
some coin. Poor entertainment. 

‘Young People’ (20th). Shir- 
ley Temple's final picture co- 
stars her with Jack Oakie and 
Charlotte Greenwood. O.k. b.o. 

‘We Who Are Young’ (M-G). 
Social theme lacking in suffici- 
ent entertainment factors. Adult 
picture for the lower duals. 

‘You’re Not Se Tough’ (U), 
Dead End Kids and Little Tough 
Guys, five all told, in a light- 
weight meller. 

‘Millionaires in Prison’ 
(RKO). Lee Tracy clicks in 
farcical meller of prison life; 
strong dual support. 

‘Carelina Moen’ (Rep). Gene 
Autry starrer that’s more south- 
ern than western. Mild, but has 
good enough b.o. lure for duals. 

‘Murder in the Night’ (FA). 
Trite English - made gangster 
story. 

‘West pf Abilene’ . (Col). 
Charles Starrett western along 
the standard pattern. 

‘Tenge Fe En Ti’ (RKO). 
Spanish talker starring Rosita 
Moreno OK for Latin-American 
market. 








dictment of the Hitlerized regimen- 
tation of the German people. The 
film version, titled ‘The Man I Mar- 
ried,’ is a powerful dramatic pres- 
entation ef the Nazi regime in Ger- 
many two years ago. It pulls no 
punches in displaying the ruthless- 
ness of the Nazis in herding the 
populace into the swastika ranks, 
and the destruction of those who op- 
pose such action. 


_As a straight dramatic offering, 
picture can go along for profitable 
biz in the metropolitan runs without 
trouble, but audience reactions in 
the subsequents might vary accord- 
ing to the interest of the particular 
localities in viewing—as entertain- 
ment—destruction of those who op- 
pose the rule of sword. Although 
the picture is dated in its setting of 
two years ago, it still has a timely 
tieup in vividly comparing the 
American democratic principle with 
totalitarian form of government, and 
the living conditions under each. 


Story sends American-born Joan 
Bennett to Europe with her husband, 
Francis Lederer, on a vacation trip. 
He immediately comes under the in- 
fluence of the Nazi party, and 
through an amorous affair with 
Anna Sten, remains in Germany to 
become a follower of Hitler. Hypno- 


tized to a fanatical stage, Lederer 
declares he will divorce his wife 
in Germany under party decrees, 


and their son must remain with him. 
Then his aged father steps in to tell 
Lederer his mother was a Jewess 
| and the child must be allowed to re- 
turn to America and freedom. 
Strongly contrasted with the win- 
ning over of Lederer to the Nazi 
cause, is the opposite effect on his 
| wife who gradually awakens to the 
| suffering imposed on opponents of 
| Hitler’s  regimentation, and_ the 
| elimination of individual liberties. 
There’s plenty of anti-Nazi preach- 
| ment inserted throughout; most vivid 
is the assienment of Czechs to clean 
garbage off the streets. The rabble- 
rousing at a Nazi mass-meeting, 
with band of tympan used to gen- 





| erate mob frenzy for the speech, is | 


Miss Bennett is excellent 
educated American wife 


as the 


| impressionable. 
who 
| 
| 


assignment. Lederer’s _ transition 
| from a happy being to a stern Nazi 
| 1s capably handled. Lloyd Nolan 
| clicks as the breezy American news- 
| paper correspondent who knows all 
» the political inside of the Nazi ma- 
| chine. Briefly seen, but highlight- 
ing with individual performances 
are Anna Sten, Otto Kruger, Maria 
| Ouspenskaya, Ludwig Stossel, Lionel 
Royce and Frederik Vogeding. 
Despite the dramatic tenor of the 
story, Irving Pichel has injected cer- 
tain lightness at intervals, to turn 
in a good directorial job. Script by 
| Oliver H. P. Garrett keeps pointed 
to main purpose of the yarn, and 
eliminates any inconsequential se- 


| quences. Dialog takes several cracks 
;at the Nazis and Hitler. Nolan 
| States, ‘Nothing like laying it on 


| with the shovel when dealing with 
| the Heinies.’ In bidding farewell to 
| Lederer, Miss Bennett salutes and 
| cracks, ‘Heil, heel.’ Hitler’s nick- 
; name of Chiki is brought out a num- 
| ber of times in dialog passages. 

Walt. 


sees | 
throuch the schemes of Naziism. and | 
provides much strength to a difficult | 


DEVIL’S ISLAND 


(WITH SONGS) 

Warner Bros. production and_ release. 
Features Boris Karloff, Nedda Harrigan, 
James Stephenson, Adia Kuznetzoff, Ed- 
ward Keane. Directed by William Clemens. 
Story, Anthony Coldewey and Raymond L. 
Shrock; adaptation, Kenneth Gamet and 
Don Ryan; editor, Frank Magee; photeg- 






raphy, George Barnes. At Globe, i AS 
a oar Eh, "40. Running time: 65 
MINS. . 

Dr. Charles Gaudet..........- Boris Karloff 
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This is the picture that brought 
protest from the French government 
shortly after it had been placed on 
release in January, 1939, with result 
it was withdrawn from circulation 
throughout the 
Warner Bros., apparently fearing 
trouble in the French market for its 
pictures, stopped bookings on it and 
it was never shown in most of the 
east, including New York state. 


Now that the war has placed a 
different complexion on things, WB 
believes it is no longer obligated to 
keep ‘Devil's Island’ prints locked 
up in the exchange vaults. In view 
of the fact that it goes out more than 
a year later than when first avail- 
able, the picture most likely will 
gain some boxoffice benefit from the 
publicity attendant to its withdrawal, 
but intrinsically it is just another 


the Caribbean. 


A foreword follows 
titles and refers to the Dreyfus case, 
adding that the film is purely fictional 
and that the story pictures the past 
not the present. This may have been 
there originally or it may have been 
added with a view to taking the 
curse off France’s Alcatraz. Globe, 
first date for the film in New York, 
is ballyhooing the famous Devil's 
Isle as being 1,000 times tougher 
than Alcatraz, which should be good 
showmanship. 


The story, an original by Anthony 
Coldewey and Raymond L. Shrock, 
is of the most obvious character and 
in some respects overdrawn. It 
traces the experiences of a French 
doctor, convicted of treason, who 
after arriving at Devil’s Island is 
called upon te perform a brain op- 
eration on the commandant’s daugh- 
ter. The father of the girl fails to 
under somewhat dubious 
stances, 
escape. 
however. 

Further development of the story 
covers his capture and sentence to 
death, a bit of action that is stymied 


«No love interest figures, 


of colonies comes in to arrest the 
commandant on charges of corrup- 
tion. Although the barbarism pic- 
tured is no plug for the France that 
permitted it, e blew is softened 
somewhat when the minister says 
that he had heard of the conditions 
in the penal colony and was on his 
way there to correct it all. Other 

Ims of Devil’s Island have been no 
less an indictment of the tropical 
prison, and many of them have been 
made. 

Boris Karloff plays the lead con- 
vincingly, making himself as pathetic 
a character as possible. It is rather 
clearly indicated, however, that he 
; was guilty of breaking the law. 
| James Stephenson, as the colonel in 





charge of the prison, is a little too | 


| British. His wife is Nedda Harrigan, 
only femme in the film. In addition 
| to Edward Keane, oldtimer, the 
|others are of lesser importance and 
mostly are convicts or guards. 
Char. 


YOUNG PEOPLE 


Hollywood, July 1. 
20th-Fox release of Harry Brown pro- 
duction. Stars Shirley Temple, Jack Oakie, 
Charlotte Greenwood; features Alreen Whe- 
lan, George Montgomery, Kathleen Howard. 
Directed by Allen Dwan. 


play by Edwin Blum and Don Ettlinger: 
songs, Mack Gordon and Harry Warren: 
| dances, Nicholas Castle and Geneva Saw- 
|} yer; camera, Edward Cronjager; editor, 
|} James B. Clark. Previewed July 9, °40, 
}at Westwood theatre, Los Angeles, Run- 
| ning time, 77 MINS, 
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Providing an exit from contract 
at 20th-Fox that spanned seven 
years, “Young People’ establishes the 
definite spot for eontinuance of 
Shirley Temple in pictures through 
her adolescent and formative years. 
Not as a star, burdened with carry- 
ing a picture on her own, but in the 
groove of a featured player sharing 
billing and material with other top- 
notch artists. 

‘Young People’ makes up in tune- 
fulness and spontaneity what it 
lacks on the story side. Script 
plants plenty corn and hokey situa- 
tions around the New England coun- 
‘tryside in unreeling the adventures 





meller of the dreaded isle down in | of the duo, and clicks with a few 


circum- | 
plots the convict doctor’s | 


Original screen- | an6 
| conditions. 


1of a vaude team (Jack Oakie and 
| Charlotte Greenwood) who migrate 
to the small town to provide their 
adopted youngster with the proper 
| background for upbringing. 

Picture is an above average pro- 
grammer, that will catch many top- 
of-bill bookings in the major keys, 
and show its real b.o. strength in 
the nabes and smaller towns. Nose- 
dive of Shirley as a solo star during 
the past year might lighten the 
drawing power of her name on the 
marquee, but this will be overcome 
by favorable word-of-mouth from 
the paying customers. 


Story starts out as a typical back- 





| 
| 


| 


' 
| 
| 





| out 


stage musical comedy, with Oakie 
and Miss Greenwood a snappy vaude 
team that might hold the No. 2 spot 
on yesteryear vaude shows, Shirley 
Temple, daughter of a trouping pal, 
is entrusted to their care as an in- 
ant, and becomes part of the act. 


world. At that time | When savings for a farm in New 


England pile up, trio turns back to 
the land, but find the zip of show 
biz lacking in the conservative vil- 
lage. Rebuffed to the point of leav- 
in, for another try at sleeper jumps, 
a hurricane provides a chance for 
Oakie to be a hero and change the 
attitude of the Hirams. 

Oakie and Miss Greenwood stand 
prominently as the married 
vaude team who accept applause and 
adversities without flinching. De- 
spite his avoirdupois, Oakie handles 
song-and-dance assignments in light- 
footed style. Miss Greenwood is 
ideally cast as the second member 


'ef her inimitable dance steps and 


the credit | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


keep his promises but the mother, | 


| 


leg hikes to bring back memories. 


Miss Temple, relieved of the re- 
sponsibility of carrying the entire 
picture on her’ shoulders, drops 
neatly into the groove assigned her. 
Youngster has dark hair (a novelty), 
sings a few songs with showmanship 
flare. demonstrates several tap dance 
routines that must be the result of 


Bill Robinson’s tutelage, and car- 
ries her characterization in smart 


fashion. Short sequence during her 
growing-up period are inserted from 
early films. One clip shows her do- 
ing the hula in a grass skirt at about 
the age of five and singing ‘On the 
Beach at Waikiki.’ The other se- 
quences, lifted from ‘Stand Up and 
Cheer,’ which she made for Fox in 
1933, has her providing some tapping 
and singing ‘Baby Take A Bow.’ 
Both clips will receive favorable 
audience reaction. 

New tunes by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Warren include ‘Fifth Ave- 
nue,’ ‘I Wouldn’t Take a Million,’ 
‘Tra, La, La, La,’ ‘The Mason Dixon 
Line’ and ‘Young People.’ First two 


|/numbers have best chance for pop 
| rating, although ‘Tra, La, La, La,’ 


at the last minute when the minister | 


| 


| 


| 


has a good swing in broadcasting a 
happiness theme that might appro- 
priately catch on at this time. 
Direction by Allan Dwan provides 
the picture with a fast pace and zip- 
py delivery of dialog to generate 
plenty of laughs. Walt. 


WE WHO ARE YOUNG 


Holiywood, July 11. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Seymour 
Nebenzahl production, Stars Lana Turner, 
John Shelton: features Gene Lockhart, 
Grant Mitchell, Henry Armetta, Directed 








| by Harold 8. Buecquet. Original screenplay 
by Dalton Trumbo; camera, Karl Freund; 
editor, Howard O'Neill. Previewed at 
Westwood Village, July 10, ‘40. Running 
time, 78 MINS, 
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Charles Lane 
Horace MacMahon 


Perkins 
Foreman 


This is another sociological study 


'of the marriage, frustrations, tribu- 


lations and fleeting happiness of a 
‘young married couple struggling 
against the odds of New York living 
Following recent re- 
makes of ‘Bad Girl’ and ‘Saturday’s 
Children,’ this one succeeds only 


|! mildly in putting forth its pretended 


| interest. 





| confronting 


message of the economic handicaps 
the newlyweds. Its 
predecessors told the same _ story 
more entertainingly. 

Picture carries through at a slow 
pace, and fails to reach an ap- 
preciable standard of entertainment 
It’s a preachment of the 
type being given the go-by these 
days. ‘We Who Are Young’ will drop 
into the dual fillers, and must aim 
for adult audiences because of its 
broad presentation of dramatics sur- 
rounding the pregnancy and eventual 
motherhood of the young wife. 


Story picks up the marriage of 
Lana Turner and John Shelton— 
with event being kept secret so both 
can retain their jobs in an account- 
ing office. But on disclosure, the girl 
is fired, and their troubles begin. 
Story then goes through loss of furni- 
ture; tangle with loan sharks that 
results in Shelton losing his job; the 
anticipated baby arrival; continual 
searching for work: relief checks, 
and eventual success just as twins 
arrive, 

Along the line, sentimental hoke is 
etched broadly throughout the vari- 
ous episodes, but will receive only 
mild audience reactions. Most im- 
portant point of the entire unreeling 
is the attention-arresting perform- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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WE WHO ARE YOUNG 


ance of Shelton as the young hus- 
band. His is a straight-forward and 
sincere portrayal that rises above 
both material and direction provided, 
and indicates there may be paydirt 
for a featured personality if studio 
singles him out for grooming. Lana 
Turner is de-glamorized as the sweet 
young wife whose bloom fades as the 
months of pregnancy roll along. Miss 
Turner gives an impression on de- 
livery of lines that she requires in- 
tensive dramatic coaching for future 
assignments. 

Gene Lockhart is most prominent 
in support, handling the role of the 
sourpuss office Legree in capital | 
fashion. Grant Mitchell, Henry 
Armetta and Jonathan Hale are okay | 
in brief appearances. 

Direction by Harold S. Bucquet is | 
labored and slow, while Dalton 
Trumbo might have injected more | 
entertainment and less preachment, 
in his yarn. Photography by Karl | 
Freund is of high excellence for a) 
moderate budgeter of this calibre. 

Seymour Nebenzahl, former Euro- | 





pean producer who turned out ‘M’) 


and ‘Mayerling,’ handled 
duction chores on this one as his 
first picture in Hollywood. Walt. 


You’re Not So Tough 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
@uction. Features Nan Grey, Billy Halop, 
Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard Punsley, 
Bobby Jordan, Henry Armetta, Rosina 
Galli. Directed by Joe May. Story, Max- 
well Aley; adaptation, Arthur T. Horman; 





editor, Frank Gross: photog, FE! wood 
Bredell. At Rialto, N. Y., week July 8, 
*40. Running time: 71 MINS. 
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Remnants of the Dead End Kids 
and the Little Tough Guys, making 
up a group of five young squirts, are 
a very tiresome and boring lot in 
Ken Goldsmith’s production built 
around them and a couple of other 
characters in ‘You're Not So Tough.’ 
Audiences could probably get along 
without any more of these brats and 
their stale antics. 

Built ostensibly for the duals or 
*B’ singles, ‘You’re Not So Tough’ 
has a bit of the flavor of ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ about it. The locale is a 
California fruit ranch which gets 
itself in trouble by refusing to go 
along with the growers’ association 
in cutting wages. Quintet of young 
hoodlums, put off a freight, finally 
land on the ranch and reform a little, 
but far from enough. Only excep- 
tion seems to be Billy Halop, who 

oses as the femme ranch-owner’s 
ost son and gets treated like a king. 
His original intention in doing this 
is to get some of the old woman’s 
dough, but he turns in the other di- 
rection, in thanks to the kindly affec- 
tions shown him. 

Rosina Galli, speaking with an 
Italian accent. gives a fine perform- 
ance as the elderly lady who thinks 
her lost baby boy has been restored 
her. She is forced to overplay the 
part a bit on occasions, but does a 
swell job just the same. There is 
never any sympathy for any of the 
kids, even Halop, and Nan Grey filits 


in and out, as the action confines 
itself mainly to the others. She ap- 
pears lightweight anyway. Henry 


Armetta likewise hasn't much of an 
assignment 

Unless the slapping and socking, 
throwing things and the like, by the 
tough kids can be construed as funny, 
the picture has very little comedy 
relief. An unintended laugh, how- 
ever, is the way little Halop socks 
a couple of grownups who look big 


enough to take on Demnsev. Dialog 
ordinary, much of it in the gutter 
groove. Char. 


Millionaires in Prison 


RKO release of Howard Benedict pro- 
Guction. Stars Tee Tracy; features Linda 
Haves, Raymon Walburn, Morgan Con 
way, Truman Bradle Directe by Ray 
McCarey Screenplay by ‘Lynn Root and 
Frank Fenton from story by Martin Mos 
ney editor Theron B Warth musical 
ecore. Roy Webb; camer: Harrv Wild At 
Rialt« N, f., dual weel July i5 40) 
Running time, 64 MINS. 
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Despite its insinid title and short 


running time. ‘Millionaires in Prison’ | 


serves as a likeable vehicle for Lee 


Tracy in regaining his old stature on | 
Tru- | 


the screen. It also furnishes 
man Bradley, — stellar radio an- 
nouncer, with his first important 
role. Both players chip in with such 
vibrant performances that they make 


the pro- | portant 
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there is not a single jail break. Lynn 
Root and Frank Fenton have devel- 
oped Martin Mooney’s story into a 
humorous melodrama concerning 
millionaires sent up the river. The 
fable of two wealthy brokers who 
attempt to rig a phoney stock deal 
in prison is kept moving until the 
main plot about a convict doctor's 
fight to find a cure for Malta fever 
swings into top gear. Four pen in- 
mates serve as guinea pigs with the 
prison medico naturally winning his 
battle. Some situations are im- 
plausible, but are good for laughs. 

Character of Nick Burton, kindly 
‘ezar’ of the prisoners, is deftly in- 
terpreted by Lee Tracy, who appears 
more like his old self than recently 
shown. Truman Bradley portrays 
Dr. Collins. in jail for criminally 
reckless driving, with realism and 
necessary reserve. Indicates being 
ready for better roles. 


Morgan Conway and Chester Clute 


make reasonable stock swindlers, 
latter furnishing some of best 
chuckles. Raymond Walburn and 


| Hollywood, adds a small bit of name | breaks his heart by deserting the 
value to the cast, but the film's no | ballet of which he has made her a 


Thurston Hall, victims of a corpora- | 


tion mismanagement, are the other 


two millionaires sent to jail. Linda 
Hayes and Virginia Vale, only | 
femmes in film. have equally im- | 


bits. Horace MacMahon, 
Cliff Edwards and Paul Gilufoyle. as 


| veteran jail inmates, head the sup- | 


| port. 

| Director Ray McCarey does okay 
|in maintaining the needed melodra- 
| matic suspense, never overlooking 
comedy opportunities. Wear. 


| CAROLINA MOON 


(WITH SONGS) 
| Republic release of William Berke pro- 
'duction. Stars Gene Autry; features Smiley 











more than a weak secondary dualer. | star. 


Picture’s not the murder mystery 
its label implies. There’s a murder, 
all right, but no mystery. 
the unwinding of a trite American 
gangster tale in a London setting. 
La Rue is a Chicago toughie who's 
operating a respectable nitery in 
England as a front for other rackets. 
When Francis Lister, 
blackmails him, he rubs him out. 
Lister's wife, Sandra Storme, hostess 
in La Rue’s club, pretends to have 
fallen for La Rue in order to trap 
him. She actually loves Bernard 
Lee, a reporter. With the aid of the 
police inspector, Martin Walker, 
La Rue and his stooges, Arthur 
O'Connell and Edmon Ryan, are cap- 
tured by Lee and Miss Storme, who 
live happily ever after. Recog- 
nize it? 

Added to the triteness of the story 
is bad acting. Miss Storme gets the 
particular palm in this regard, enun- 
ciating her lines like a fugitive from 
a dramatic school. La Rue has also 
done better, while none of the minor 


character parts does anything to pull | 


Production and | been written by Miss Moreno and | 


the film out either. 
photography mediocre. 

Put it down to the blitzkrieg, per- 
haps. 


WEST OF ABILENE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Charles Starrett; features Marjorie Cooley 
and Sons of the Pioneers Directed by 
Ralph Ceder. Screenplay, Paul Franklin; 
camera, George Meehan; editor, Charles 
Nelson; music and lyrics, Bob Nolan. At 
Central, N. Y., week of July 10, ‘40. Run- 
| ning time: 58 MINS. 


| Christ Matson...... 


ty SID «a's sc wedded a Charles Starrett 
Judith Burnside............Marjorie Cooley 
Pe SEO, 6 5.06060 000-0 Bruce Bennett 
William Pawley 


CT cade ae adlld's > 6 qad-e een ee Don Beddoe 
TTS TOP RABIGRs 6 oc0c000sce George Cleveland 
DE tel weasel obteed reas ..¢.Forrest Taylor 
0 Ser es Ferre William A. Kellogg 
Bs cer csbeveerceesseerasceeress Bob Nolan 
Ric kk bOGS beaawaeh take eae Francis Walker 
is uwiteageadunes daness eu" Eddie Laughton 
Cs. .cuthos cebaereesd aan Vestor Pegg 
Re ee ee ee ee Bud Osborne 


Burnette. Directed by Frank McDonald. | 
Screenplay, Winston Milier, from original | 
story by Connie Lee; camera, William | 
| Nobles; editor, Tony Martinelli; musical | 
| director, Raoul Kraushaar. Previewed in 
| Projection Room, N. Y., July 11, "40. Run- 
ning time: 65 MINS. 
DS 5 ob clre OOO ESS Chb0E 6 OS 6 Bomba Gene Autry 
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Jimmie Lewis and his Texas Cowboys 


As usual, Gene Autry can be relied 
gn to lilt a lyric in dependable 
fashion, and ‘Carolina Moon,’ a west- 
ern that’s more southern than any- 
thing else, gives filmdom’s No. 1 cow- 
boy star ample opportunity towards 
that end. To call it a story would be 
exaggeration; however, there are 
enough good tunes in the pic to in- 
sure sufficient revenue on provincial 
duals. 

While the star bracket is accorded 
to Autry. a youngster, Mary Lee, 
|despite her relatively small part. 
garners much of the spotlight with 
her engaging personality and ability 
to sing. 

The yarn deals with a couple of 
westerners, played by Autry and his 
partner, Smiley Burnette, caught in 
the mesh of a Carolina situation in- 
volving possible losses by oldtime 
plantation owners of their property 
to a neighborhood schemer, pretend- 
ing to be their friend. There’s some 
to-do between Autry and _é the 
schemer, played by Hardie Albright. 
that ultimately—of course—winds up 
in the plantation owners retaining 
their property through the gun- 
totin’, two-fisted Autry. 

For romance there’s June Storey, 


trim-looking blonde, who’s appeared | 


in several other Autry starrers. That 
angle is a little pinched, but it’s of 
lesser importance, while Burnette, as 
the comedy element, and Albright do 
as well as might be expected from 
the weak script. 

‘Carolina Moon.’ of course, is one 
of the tunes handled by Autry, while 
another pop of sturdy proportions is 
‘Say Si Si.” <A Negro contingent, 
against a plantation background, gets 
in some entertaining licks in the 
Hall Johnson manner, but its use as 
an incidental in the film is one draw- 
back. It’s good enough to have been 
given a better spotlight. 


Murder in the Night 


(BRITISH-MADE) 





| Starrett 


Film Allian se of Assc ated 
ish (Walter ©. Mycroft) production Star 
Jack La Rue; features Sandra Storme Ber- 
a” rd Lee. Googie Withers James Hayter 
Francis Lister Directed by Norman Lee 
Original screenplay by F. McGrew Willis: 
camera, Claude Friese-Greene; editor, E. RB. 
Jarvis. At the Central, N. Y¥., dual, week 
of July 10, 40. Running time: 60 MINS, 
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This British-made was released in 
England under the tag, ‘Murder in 
Soho.’ Whether under the convic- 
tion American audiences don’t know 
| what Soho is or that it would be 


the film seem more important than best not to attach anything foreign, 


it really is. Stalwart aid for dualers. | 
Picture is different in that it fails 
to make prison life gloomy, and 


even English, to the picture at this 
time, title has been changed to ‘Mur- 
der in the Night.’ Jack La Rue, from 


and Sons of the Pioneers 

Same story, same star, same char- 
acters, same locale, different title. 
That’s the formula for ‘West of Abi- 
lene.’ Columbia’s made _ scores of 
westerns on the same pattern. It’s 
not a design to make four-star pic- 
tures, but then again it’s tried and 
trusty and insures the limited suc- 


cess the standard Columbia boots- 
and-saddlers achieve. This is no ex- 
ception. It'll do. 


Ten-galloned Charles Starrett and | 


his pals have staked themselves 
claims ‘west of Abilene.’ Scoundrel 
,representing the company back east 
which owns the property, Don Bed- 
,doe, is trying to push them off. Wil- 
!liam Pawley is his accomplice. Hero 
forces Beddoe to scram, 
kills Pawley, and the settlers, back 
on their land, are happy once more. 
Bruce Bennett. as Starrett’s brother, 
and Marjorie Cooley provide a minor 
heart theme. 


Cast is well-experienced at this 
sort of thing and runs through it 
easily. All except Miss Cooley. But 
mebbe, then, western sweethearts 


just don’t need to have s.a. or much 
meat on them either. That’s proba- 
bly for the cows. 

Sons of the Pioneers provide mu- 
sic to the accompaniment of bark- 
ing guns.’ The pressbook 
Troupe, much used by Columbia, is 
the standout part of the film. Its 
harmony on the plainsmen ditties is 
excellent. Bob Nolan provides the 
tunes, Herb, 


TENGO FE EN TI 


(‘I Believe in You’) 
(AMERICAN-MADE) 


(With Songs) | 

RKO release of Victorian (Mel Shauer) 
production Stars Rosita Moreno; features | 
Jose Crespo, Romualdo Tirado, Franco 
Puglia Directed by John Reinhardt. Origi- 
nal screenplay by Reinhardt and Carmen 
Brown; songs by Shauer, Miss Moreno and 
Paco Moreno; camera, Arthur Martinelli: 
editor, George McGuire. Previewed in 
Projection Room, N Y., July 11, 1940. 


Running time, 66 MINS, 
Anna Tal Rosita Moreno 





Maria Ratyan Rosita Moreno 
PERRET eT ee .--Jose Crespo 
Se See ee Romualdo Tirado 


Enrico Buriani Franco Puglia 


(In Spanish; No English Titles) 

Mel Shauer, for many years with 
Paramount, part of the time as an 
associate producer, makes his RKO 
debut as a Spanish-language pro- 
ducer with ‘Tengo Fe En Ti,’ which 
the company will distribute in 
Latin-America. Film was made on 
the Educational lot in Hollywood 
and stars Shauer’s wife, Rosita 
Moreno, one of the best known legit 
and screen players south of the 
border. It has no subtitles. 

Film’s not exactly an innovation 
for RKO, which in the past dis- 
tributed two Spanish talkers made 
by Bill Roland in Mexico and one he 
made in New York. 

Picture tells a sentimental little 
story contrived by the director, John 
Reinhardt, in collaboration with Car- 
men Brown. It’s a _ simple tale, 


simply told by the ancient device of | 


It’s merely |a ballet prima. 


a minor fry, | 


Herb. | 


says so. | 


|to keep contact with this military 
|section because all 


having one of the chief characters | 


talk in the first person directly to 
the audience. Shots of him in a gar- 
den as he tells the story are inter- 
larded 


When she dies, Puglia takes her 
| six-year-old daughter and begins the 
process all over again of making her 
Miss Moreno takes 
ithe roles of both the mother and the 
| daughter when she is grown up. The 
'gal and her teacher go to Hollywood, 
|where she, too, deserts ballet for 
| popular dancing. She winds up with 
a Bim contract and a director, Jose 
Crespo, as her husband, however. 
Again the old man’s heart is broken, 
but, after a scene in which he is 
about to shoot Crespo, is convinced 
the world has progressed and he 
must accept the new order of things. 


Moreno in particular . exhibiting 


Small cast is highly pleasing, Miss | 





plenty of reason for her popularity. | 


Not strictly a looker, she’s nifty in 
the ballet work and in pop dancing 
and warbling. Puglia, in the sympa- 


thétic role, also meshes well. Comedy | 
‘is handled by Romualdo Tirado, as | 


Miss Moreno’s conniving and per- 
petually-broke agent. 

There are two tunes in the film, 
| ‘Margaritas’ and ‘Cradle Song’ 
(‘Cancion de Cuna’). They’re some- 
thing of a family affair, music having 


Shauer. Paco Moreno, a relative, did 
| the words. Both are okay. 


MION & MURRA 


BUILD 3 NEW 





Atlanta, July 16. 

Mion & Murray, operators of Rial- 
to, downtown indie, are completing 
trio of de luxe, 750-seat nabe houses 
in Decatur, Atlanta suburb and 
county seat of neighboring DeKalb 
county; Little Five Points and East 
Point, pair of growing community 


'centers. Openings are planned with- 


in next 60 days. Donovan Hassler, 
of Charlotte, N. C., formerly with 
Columbia Pictures, will manage one 


, of the new houses. 


Production, on the usual standard } 
| for such films, is rather good, about | 


.Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., Georgia's 
biggest chain operator, has dedicated 


| $60,000 being the total budget. There | a new theatre, the Bradley, in Co- 


some montage stuff included. 


of the picture, the producer has 
worked in plugs for everything from 
Lux to Sargent locks. 
cooperate in turn by plugging the 
|picture in the s.a. advertising. 
| Miss Moreno, in addition, regulariy 


| 
| 


are plenty of shots of Hollywood 7“ | Jumbus. 
n i 


addition, looking to the exploitation|; “g "J banner, now operated by 


Roxy, formerly the Georgia, under 


Robert Meyer hotel interests, is dark, 


These outfits | 


undergoing complete facelifting. 


| Roxy went straight films after warm 


: | it's vaudfilmer. 
appears on a radio show for Lux, so | 


ithis is a nice way of taking care of | 


ithe sponsor. It’s not offensive, just 
amusing on U. S. standards. Herb. 





CROPS UP IN 
ILLINOIS 


Chicago, July 16. 





| recently organized by both indie and 
| circuit theatres in downstate Illi- 
nois for mutual covoperation, 
| readying to combat a_ threatened 
‘legislative attack. Particularly omi- 
|nous on the horizon is a reported 


is 


| m ° : 
| readiness of the legislature to im- | 
| 


37, SALES TAX 


| Will be air-conditioned 900-seater 


weather set in, but during winter 
James H. McKoy is 
manager. 





Butterfield’s Latest 
Detroit, July 16. 
Ready for occupancy on Oct. 1, a 
new theatre for the W. S. Butter- 
field Theatres, Inc., is under con- 
struction in South Lansing, Mich, 


with parking lot attached. 


pose a new 3% sales tax on gross | 


| theatre receipts. 


| 

| Illinois has had a 3% sales tax for 
| several years now, but the theatres 
| have not been included in this 
| due to the fact that they have been 
paying other types of taxes. But 
;}now the legislature is considering 
bringing the theatres under the 3% 
obligation. 

William Crouch, executive secre- 
| tary, and Edward G. Zorn, UTOI 
president, are readying a series of 
meetings to be held throughout the 
state to invoke exhibitor 
against this proposed tax. 


resistance 


; ¥ 
Par’s European Newsreel 
’ . re . 

| Chief Back Via Clipper 

Advance of Nazi forces in France 

so swift that the final Ameri- 
can newsreel, made on June 10, never 

| was printed in France because the 


army laboratories had moved ahead 
and never 


was 


were contacted again. 
This is the way Lewis E. Buddy, Para. 
|mount newsreel’s European chief. 
who arrived in N. Y. last week by 
Clipper plane from Lisbon described 
the situation. Buddy is in this coun- 


try awaiting further orders. All 
other U. S. newsreels have ceased 
functioning in Europe temporarily 
until conditions become stabilized. 


Buddy remained in Paris until the 


Germans were 20 miles away, and 
then followed the equipment and 
crews forwarded to Tours. French 
army cinematograph section had 


gone to Tours and it was necessary 


films must be 
censored for import to U.S. By the! 
time full operations were established | 
at Tours, the Nazis were past Paris 
and the next move was to Bordeaux. 
Buddy got out of this French port) 
the day the center of the city was 


United Theatre Owners of Illinois, of Pittsburgh. 


College Town’s Ist Cinema 
Pittsburgh, July 16. 

Nearby _— college (Westminster) 
town of New Wilmington, Pa., will 
get its first film house shortly. Prop- 
erty lease has already been signed 
and plans are being prepared for 
a modern spot by Herman Erdeky, 
House will be a 400- 
seater. 

Erdeky up until a short time ago 
was making plans to remodel the 
old Ridenour at Rockwood in Som- 
erset County, which had been un- 
used for many years, but dropped 
these preparations in favor of the 
New Wilmington project. 

Sparks’ Third 
Copper, Texas, July 16. 

Henry Sparks, gperator of two 

houses here, building a third which 


| he plans to open in August. 


Cole and Dennis’ Houses 
Stamford, Texas, July 16. 
With plans being formulated here 
by several other exhibitors L. C. 
Dennis opened the State here Mon- 
day (15). G. A. Cole, Dennis and 
several others planned to open mo- 
tion picture houses in this city. 
Dennis has his house in a building 
which he owns and which was re- 
modeled for this venture, having no 
previous theatrical experience. 
le’s a w.k. local business man. 
Lynch’s Miami Beacher 
Paramount, whose houses in the 
Miami sector are operated by S. A. 
Lynch, will call its new theatre at 
Miami Beach, due to open Dec. 15, 
the Beach. Par now has three there, 








| the Colony, Community and Sheri- 


dan. A larger number is in Miaml 
proper. 

Charles Burton, in charge of con- 
struction and maintenance at the 
Par h.o., left last night (Tues.) for 
Miami to check in on construction 
progress. He personally designed 
the house which, according to plans, 
will be latest in the way of modern- 
istic construction. Seating capacity 
1,600. Cost around $250,000. 

Only opposition to Par at Miami 
Beach is Wometco’s singleton. 

15th in Terre Haute 
Terre Haute, Ind., July 16. 

Opening of the new Best this 
week marks the 15th house in op- 
eration here. Mrs. Mable Best 


| Wood, local business woman. has the 


new 400-seat theatre. 





——» 


,of equipment at Bordeaux, according 
‘to Buddy. 


The Par newsreel European chief- 


_tain went to Bordeaux after leaving 


|heavily bombed but escaped before| Tours and from there to Bilbao 


in the flashbacks of events. | 


It works out rather well, maintain- | 


ing a nice pace despite 
which is kept short. 

It’s the tale of a ballet teacher, 
Franco Puglia, relater of the story, 


the talk, | mour, 


actual blasting. 

Buddy said Fred Lange, Paramount 
European manager, was in Barcelona 
when he quit Lisbon. Reginald Ar- | 
RKO’s European chief, 


where American refugees were per- 
mitted to stay temporarily without 
usual visas under the protection of 
the American ambassador at Madrid. 


has | Buddy went on to Madrid and then 


|taken an apartment in Lisbon, he| to Lisbon where he waited his turn 


who is in love with a woman who) 


said. 


French assistants for Para- to get passage on the Atlantic clip- 


mount newsreel were left in charge per, 





| 





a 
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Balk at Consent 


Continued from page 4 








the theatre-owning majors in any { week. Adjournments have been ex- 
such assent, unless particular excep- | tended weekly since last June 7, 


tions were included pertaining to 
their future business policies. 
OK on Other Aspects 

On questions of joining with other 

defendants in subscribing to an in- 

dustry arbitration setup for adjust- 


ment of trade practice complaints, | later. 


| started. 


four days after the trial action 


The request of amnesty 


i came just before the Government 
| was ready to call its first witnesses. 


Should negotiations be terminated 


| it is anticipated that trial would be 


| resumed the week of July 29, with 


the three ‘independents’ were willing | 


to go ?'29ng with the others. Since 
the beginning of the conferences, | 
however, they have withstood pres- 
sure to join in the plan by which | 
blockbooking and blind selling is to | 
be abolished and a new order of 
selling, following trade showings, 
established as an industry practice. 

It is the contention of Columbia | 
and Universal that neither their pro- 
duction nor distribution organiza- 
tions is geared to make or sell films 
by the five-group method. Success 


“of such a plan, they declare, lies in| 


spacing heavier budgeted pictures 
throughout the year so that at least. 
one ‘A’ film is available with each 
group of five. Both companies also 
assert that their present policies are 


| Sherman 


| Government victory, 


summer adjournment set a few days 
Taking of testimony would 
void the protective features of the 
anti-trust act as applied 
to the defendants. Loss of the civil 
action would likely entail them in 
heavy individual damage suits. The 
trial would resume Oct. 1. 
Estimates of the duration of the 
action are from six to eight months. 
Subsequent appeals, in case of a 
would carry 
the proceedings one or two years 


| longer. 





Studios’ Relief 


Continued from page 2 


and Walter Wanger and Hal Roach 
at their independent quarters. 








Frisco Nabes, 
Averaging 30c, 
Plan 35c Gate 


San Francisco, July 16. 
General upping of b.o. prices is 
on the horizon for San Francisco, 
with actual step in that direction said 





contingent upon expected fall busi- | 


ness upturn. First runs are pretty 
well satisfied with current down- 


town level of 40c, but nabes as- 


sertedly aren’t doing so well with | 


30c tap. Strong pressure from nabes 


and exchanges is being exerted to | 
nudge first-stringers up to higher | 
level, with district houses themselves 
expected to make simultaneous ad- | 


vance to 35c. 
Despite agitation in this direction, 
S. F. is one of the healthiest spots 


in the nation, in opinion of George 
Ballentine of Fox, prominent on film 


: po oh Employees of film exchanges, the- |W here. Ballentine points out that 
fair and equitable, permitting selec- atres and supply houses held a simi-| there isn’t a 10c run in town and 


tive contracts in many situations: 
where they have found it profitable 
to permit an exhibitor to make a 
choice of fiyns for first runs, releas- 
ing the balance of the program for | 
subsequent houses. 


lar meeting under the chairmanship 
of Charles P. Skouras, listening in 
on a relayed message from the 
studio drive headquarters, 
Meanwhile the Warner Club, spon- 


seats selling at 20 or 25c are limited. | 


He looks for a general hike to 50c 


this winter, however, with heavy al- | 


location of U. S. funds to defense in- 


dustries in this area as a stimulus. | 


| 


PICTURES 











Thanks for 


the memory, 


BoB 
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Only exception to the 40c rate is |! 
United Artists (Cohen), already ask- 
ing 50c. 


When consent decree conferences | sored by Harry M., Jack and Albert 


ral if | Warner, is financing the transfer of 
were resumed last Wednesday (10) | more than 2,000 children from Eng- 








gram for the consent decree will be could be raised by others in the | cape the new Federal defense taxes 
} : . : $ poay A r nearly 1 re si ie ; . ‘ 
| put to final test during the current} industry. After nearly two weeks | is being made through the local ex- FOX THE A TR 2 ST ] OUIS ! 
y ad ‘ —Ar a — “or | ‘ ] 1 
less than $200 more was raised and | changes. The problem came up when 4 , ° 2 


‘ % a Originally much of the same ma- pane Macteg game Cormack’s 
ee -ial is reported to have been of- | Y@rn, OWS rour Map. i : 
sas aa =< a pln newsreels but none | Metro acquired screen rights to for the Grand Co operation you and 
Ea wie mm newsreel: ( 
, . | ‘Bolivar, the Passionate Worrior.’ 
. . caus srmans }j 7 ‘ 
would touch it because the sg Producers Corp. of America pur- JERRY COLONNA 
YO! A GAI I y insisted that the ha S. ys e “pein chased ‘The Good Life,’ novel by 
could not alter the soun rack OF! Clara Clemens Gabrilowitsch ' | 
edit so as to switch the general im-| Warners purchased ‘Affectionately gave so graciously to our staff ! 
] . 
RAINBOW ROOM, NEW YORK port of the pictures. | Yours,’ by Fanya Foss and Allen 
Idea behind these invasion films, | Leslie. 
ll egg in the opinion of those who saw the|_ Lindsley Parsons bought ‘My 
JUNE 23RD ~ JULY 26TH hs id mee audiences ; Home Town,’ by Lester Friedman, rs 
subjects, is to impress audiences on 
YOLA GALLI ve jee AT ae force of the| for production at Monogram 
Comedienne ne invincibility and ores Pies Bernard Schubert acquired screen i @ 
| 8 Mins. ' Nazi military machine. Subject 1S 8O|rishts to Isadora Duncan's auto- Ta 
| Rainbow Room, N. ¥. und, nota- |{| Cdited that casualties on both sides) biography, ‘My Life,’ from Majestic 0 
Ola x€ 1 Per ’ Ota- . . re “2 : ‘ac 
bly in lonien hee Paris revues. are ignored as the Hitler war ma- | Pictures. . ° , aa Gratefully 
She's back in New York by way of chine steadily grinds forward. | ‘Dark Is _, ‘se by Jay J 
a ] ace as e oes ® ° - “ re > n Vv : ; biz 
tgp ye os graniinn caenien Same picture is reported to have Drattler, bought b; ne past 





a Government attorney voiced dis- 
satisfaction with the progress of the 
work. In the general discussion | 
which followed, he further intimated 
to the film company group that any 
agreement reached by the negoti- | 
ators would be subject to review and | 


| dom. 
| bership of 25,000. 


land to the United States. The refu- 
gees are sons and daughters of War- 
ner employees in the United King- 
The Warner club has a mem- 


approval by certain independent ex- | Old Gold's Fast Coin 


hibitors who have heretofore occu- | 
pied the position of complaining | 
witnesses in the anti-trust action. | 
This declaration led to emphatic ob- | 
jection by the film company attor- 


neys. Paul D. Williams, special as- 4 =< os . 
sistant attorney general 2 = tl Old Gold show in an innovational | 84fdless of price, location or other | 
from the meeting, although other |tieup with 10,000 Western Union of- considerations. Sidelight, so far as 


Government counsel remained. It is 
said that Williams, who is the trial 
lawyer, communicated by telephone 
with Thurman Arnold in Washing- 
ton and, as result of the conversa- 
tion, Arnold came to New York on 
Friday to review the situation. 

Reports that Arnold would ask 
the court to resume trial proceedings 
on Monday (15) were dispelled when | 
the time to ask for further adjourn- 
ment arrived. J. Stephen Doyle, an 
Arnold assistant, asked Judge God- 
dard for an additional week, ex- 
pressing the opinion that progress in 
obtaining a consent decree was as-| 
sured. After the formal motion, ! 
Judge Goddard called Doyle to the 
bench and conversed in whispers for 
several minutes. At the conclusion 
of their talk, the motion for adjourn- | 
ment was granted. 

There is persistent report at the 
Federal Court Bldg. that the pro-| 
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is what gives her an entirely new 
aura for America, capable for pres- 
entation in niteries, vaudfilmers, or 
almost any place. 

A personable blonde with a warm 
personality. 

Comedienne has fortified herself 
further with a canny change of pace 
in her songalog. She can play the 
class and the mass joints with equal 
appeal, Abel. 

Variery—Issue July 3, 1940 


Per. Mgt.: HATTIE ALTOFF 
Cc. R. A., Ltd. 
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Pickup for Red Cross 


Spot pickup of coin for the Red 
Cross, projected on last Friday’s 
(12) broadcast of the Don Ameche- 


fices throughout the country, raised 
$4,018 for war relief within 20 min- 
Red Cross workers were 
spotted in all WU offices and on a 
signal from Irene Rich, who sounded 
the appeal, donations were gathered 
in by phone call. Before the pro- 
gram signed off WU wired in the 
beneficences from alli points. 

Red Cross officials are hopeful of 
picking up another $50,000 as a re- 
sult of the Old Gold appeal. Spon- 
sor dispensed with all commercials, 
except the intro, in favor of the 
mercy campaign. 


+ = 
utes, 





Philly’s Miss-Out 
Philadelphia, July 16. 
The drive by the Philly film in- 
diistry fo raise $1,500 for an ambu- 
lance for the British Red Cross has 
floppoled. 
One anonymous donor among the 





| 
| 


Exchangeite admits deluxers would 


think twice before moving up, with 


nabes able to offer two A pictures 
plus giveaways for 30c. 


doubtedly would occur in unison. 
There has already been discussion as 


to whether the new nick should be | 
50c including or plus tax, if and 


when it happens. 


Film row boosters of upped gates | 
also point out that if public wants | 
to see a picture it'll be on hand, re- | 


nabes are concerned, is fact that no | 


side-street house can claim to have 
a district of its own. 


of residents 
two or 


are equadistant 
more houses. 


from 


they turn from the front door. 





Defense Tax 


L—____- Continued from page 7 





such high-minded devotion 
good of* all will not be 
answered.’ 


Cutting to Dodge Tax 


Switches Clearance 
Detroit, July 16. 


A swift nipping of the move to re- | 


filmites put up $500 if the balance | duce theatre admissions here to es- 


the original $500 was returned. 
Reason given for the failure of the 
drive 
the industry had already contributed 
heavily to the American Red Cross, 





Nix Nazi Pix 


__. Continued from page 3 





ficers prior to the actual invasion of 
those two countries. Just how they 
affected viewers at that time has 
been told by American scribes who 
were in Norway at the time. 


been forwarded to exhibitors in Bal- 
kan countries free more than a 
month ago, ahead of latest warlike 
movements in that region. 

Such a propaganda picture, de- 
scribed as technically well done by 
those who viewed it, is possible via 
the German government because the 
Nazi army is so organized that each 
division has a motion picture and 
still unit, according to newsreel men 
farniliar with this setup. 


|two more nabes followed the first in 


was that most of the men in| 


| houses to cut their 


| 
| 
} 
} 
} 





cutting their admissions 5c to get out 
from under the tax collections. 

The exchanges countered by indi- 
cating that this would mean later 
availabilities on pictures for all the 
houses dropping under the usual 25c 
admission in the _  nabes. Latest 
scale were the 
West and the Harmony which fol- 
lowed the President. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 16 


Century Pictures acquired ‘Trading 
Post,’ a novel by Milton Krims. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 16. 

‘March of Crime’ became ‘The Sec- 
ret Seven’ at Columbia. ; 

‘Knute Rockne—All American’ is 
release tag on ‘The Story of Knute 
Rockne’ at Warners. 

‘Hit Parade’ became ‘The Hit 
Parade of 1941’ at Republic. 


For this rea- | 
son, district jump of a nickel un- | 


City is so com- | 
pact that districts overlap, and bulk | 


Whose dis- | 
trict they are in depends which way | 


to the | 
left un- | 











HOPE! 


Despite the Torrid Weather of 
Mid-July in St. Louis—Despite 
the All Star Baseball Game— 
Despite the Tremendous Com- 
petition Afforded by the Mu- 
nicipal Opera—You and your 
Crew of Comics Have Given Us 





ONE OF THE ALL TIME 
RECORD-BREAKING WEEKS 
IN THE HISTORY OF THE 


Attendance Figures Chalked Up 
By You Firmly Place You Along- 
side KAY KYSER and AL PEARCE 
—Two Other Well-Known Gents! 


Thanks, too, 











FANCHON & MARCO 


SAINT LOUIS 


SINCE YOU OPENED YOUR PERSONAL AP- 
PEARANCE HERE WE HAVE BEEN DELUGED 
WITH REQUESTS FROM OUR PATRONS FOR 
RE-ENGAGEMENTS OF MANY OF YOUR 
PICTURES! 


P.S. 
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ASSAM ESTAS 
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aibitor experience, virtually will run 
the organization, as Steffes did, al- 
though an executive governing com- 
mittee of three, created under a new 
district setup, also promises to take 
a hand. The presidency, to be filled 
by E. L. Peaslee, Stillwater, Minn., 
exhibitor, moved up from vice-presi- 
dent, will be more of a honorary 
position than anything else, and will 
be non-salaried., 

Choice of Strom over Ben Ashe, 
who was lauded by Abram F. Myers 
in a telegram to the convention and 
who was the candidate of Bennie 
Berger, Steffes business partner and 
side-kick, represents a victory 
for the insurgent anti-administration 
crowd among the Northwest inde- 
pendents, some of whom were anti- 
Steffes and who favor economical 
operation of the organization, low 
membership dues, less dabbling in 
national affairs and not such close 
ties with national Allied States. 


Many exhibitors in the territory 
had charged that Berger would 
dominate Ashe and that the Steffes 
policies would be continued. The 
fact that Ashe owns a theatre also 
was used to defeat him, the preva- 
Jent sentiment favoring the selec- 
tion of a person without any theatre 
affiliation whatsoever. 

David Gillman, local exhibitor, 
charged the board with choosing an 
unqualified person, declared it was 
‘child’s play’ and asserted the gov- 
ernors had gone from the top to the 
bottom. 

16 mm. Resolution 

Another resolution called showing 
of 16 mm. pictures in open lots, va- 
cant buildings, taverns and night 
clubs as free shows ‘highly serious 
,and menacing’ to exhibitors. The 


_ organization went on record to do all 


within its power to halt the dis- 
, tribution of these films. 

The organization heard double 
features denounced as the industry’s 
' ‘worst meanee,’ but President Peas- 
lee pointed out that some of the 
members were using a dual policy 
and no effort was made to put over 
any resolution covering the mat- 
ter. The Paramount circuit was 


bills in the comparatively few situa- 


* tions where they now are utilized. 


A committee will call on John J. 
Friedl, the chain’s general manager, 
to induce him to abolish them or, 
failing in this, endeavor to obtain 
an assurance that he will not expand 
the policy. 


UREEEEATHTT SP. 


- Opposes Upped Rentals 


[ p Continued from page 7 





1 assailed from the floor, but no reso- 
|lution on the subject made its ap- 
|pearance. Secretary Ashe had an- 


|nounced proposed action on a buy- | 
lers’ strike and the organization of | 


a film buying group within the or- 
| ganization in the campaign to force 
; down picture prices. However, 
i these matters were not even brought 

up. His suggested 

pressure Congress to 
defense on bowling 
| dropped. 
| Universal was censured specifical- 
‘ly in a resolution for withdraw- 

ing a Durbin and a Dunne picture 
from the 1939-40 contracts. Atten- 
|tion was called to the 10c nights 
|in some situations and one of the 
|exhibitors claimed ‘they are as bad 
las double features.’ 
voiced against features running less 
than an hour. 


Frank ‘Getiing Along’ 


W. R. Frank, owner of one of the 
territory’s largest independent cir- 
cuits, declared his company had been 
getting along without one of the 
most important major products this 
year and that other exhibitors could 
do likewise. He admitted, however, 
that ‘it hurts,’ Film salesmen are 
the best high-pressure salesmen in 
any line, but exhibitors want their 
own throats cut and 90% of them 
buy because they’re afraid of the 
film companies, according to Frank. 

A telegram from Abram F. Myers, 
national Allied States’ general coun- 


on 
tax 


impose a 
also was 


predicted that ‘great reforms in the 
motion picture will be ushered in by 
next fall—a new deal with fair trade 
practices administered by impartial 
administrators.’ Dewey Johnson, for- 
mer congressman, told the body that 
the Neely bill is sure to pass. 

Initial returns of a Gallup poll 
taken for George J. Schaefer reveal 
that the public wants comedy and 
action pictures and not war films, 
Richey announced. 


The body has been divided into 
| nine regions—each with a governor. 





| These regions will hold meetings | 


| soon and every effort will -be made 
| to enlist every exhibitor in the ter- 


blamed for the existence of the twin | ritory in the organization, President | UP the factions governing it. 


| Peaslee said. 

A fight will have to be waged to 
| defeat a daylight savings proposal 
}and a measure banning all gift 
| nights at the next legislative session, 


move to bring) 


Complaint was | 


sel, who was unable to be present, | 


| Oil Boom Shifts Ilinois . 


Population, Hurts Exhibs 
St. Louis, July 16. 


The southern Illinois oil booms, 
plus the depression, has resulted in 
'a shifting of populations in small 
| towns in the coal belt and causing 
headaches to many exhibs who are 
standing helplessly by and watching 
their customers emigrate ta the oil 
communities. At Herrin, Ill, in the 
bituminous coal belts where, before 
black gold was discovered, it was 
prosperous enough to book name 
| bands almost weekly when this burg 


passed ’em up, preliminary reports | 


| of the recent census show a decline 
of population. 

On the other hand an increase of 
1,181 is reported at Chester which 
now boasts 5,103 taxpayers. Carter- 
ville’s population jumped from 2,866 
to 7,879; Carbondale from 7,528 to 
8,551; Murphysboro from 3,182 to 
8,913; Sparta from 3,384 to 3,665, and 
| Pinckenville from 3,036 to 3,145. The 
latter towns are in the area where 
gushers are being brought in with 
frequent regularity. 

Local film distributors that serve 
this territory believe their books 
will be balanced by the decreases 
and increases but can offer no sug- 
gestions to the local exhibs who are 
steadily losing trade. While there 
has been no oil boom in eastern or 
southern Missouri it is reported ge- 
ologists are working in territory near 
St. Louis and another oil boom 
would be no surprise as the Illinois 
fields are less than 75 miles distant. 


RKO Policy 
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nish the necessary coin in turning 
out the pictures. These and sub- 
sequent deals along such lines would 
ultimately fill the company’s require- 
ments so that it could embark on 
a career as a distributing-theatre 
operating company in line with re- 
ports in that direction. 
Unique 

Not only is RKO unique so far as 
its present production setup is con- 
cerned, but it also stands alone in 
| the industry in the light of the va- 
ried and large interests which make 
Some 


| of these factions do not agree with 





| board are numerous individuals who 
tare not seasoned showmen. 


Factions with a say-so in RKO 





ducers, they (the producers) to fur-. 


| each other, it is claimed, and on the | 


to see us. She was to have started 
on a film for Paramount here but 
she tells me that they're holding it 
up to ‘see what happens.’ : 

Generally the feeling is that were 
in for a hell of a bad time but that 
we shall be victorious, Everybody 
is ready to make any kind of sacri- 
fice: 


Judge not the play before the 
play is done 
plot has 

everyday 
Speaks a new scene; the LAST 
ACT crowns the play. 


Her many changes; 


[It's the LAST battle which 
counts.] 
Come the three corners of the 


world in arms. 
And we shall shock them. 
Naught shall make us rue, 
If England to herself do 
but true. 


rest 


Anyway that’s the way I feel about 
it all and it takes a lot to get me 
poetic! 

Kindest and best to all friends in 
New York and we shall be glad of 
the prayers of all those who haven't 
forgotten to pray, whether in church 
or synagogue. 

Charles B. Cochran. 








‘Tote Own Booze’ 
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covered much to its chagrin that 
it didn’t have much, It seems 
vival of hip-toting custom prevents 
the state from prosecuting a drink- 
and-dance establishment if minors 
indulge there, even if the place stays 
open after hours and operates on 
Sundays. As a result, Willows and 
other spots are running seven days 
a week and getting an enormous 
Sunday play, since the other places 
can’t have music or entertainment 
that day. 

As far as Liquor Board has gone 
with its investigations, it seems that 
local police enforcing local ordi- 
nances will have to keep the places 
in order. A faint ray of hope (for 
the Board) dawned when someone 
found some old state laws applying 
to minors, but just what the liquor 
controllers can do under these laws 
hasn’t yet been determined. 

With licensed places putting up 
plenty of holler, it’s altogether pos- 
sible that next year’s session of the 
State Legislature will be asked to 
;}amend the Liquor Control Act to 
| give the state supervision of B.Y.O.L. 
| establishments. Liquor Board is 





| President Peaslee asserted. There'll | include Radio Corp. of America, the | fearful that more places may take up 


| be heavy pressure behind both bills, 


Percentage also was| according to Peaslee. 
t=) | 
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New York Theatres 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


GWT W will not be shown except 
at advanced prices, at least until "41 
For Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 
Air-Conditioned 


ASTOR it 


48th St. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 












Starts Thur., July 18 
Spencer Tracy 


“EDISON 
THE MAN” 


Last Times Wed. 
Dorothy Lamour 


“TYPHOON” 


In Person 
Teddy Powell 
Henny Youngman 
Diosa Costello 


In Person 
Russ Morgan & Ore 
George Beatty 
Ethel Shutta 


wee 





Air-Conditioned 


They're Glorieus 


' 
Together Again! Blot Street 


Jeanette Nelson 
MacDONALD € EDDY 


“NEW MOON” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Breeéwey 





TiMALS 


SOUAKE 


PARAMOUNT 


HELD OVER 


In Person 
ORRIN 
i TUCKER 
“GHOST And His Orc. 
BREAKERS” ' Bonnie Baker 
Midnite Screen Shows 


Oe ee ee a | 


Bob Hope 
Paulette 
Goddard 

n 














Second Week ! 
Olivia DeHAVILLAND 
Jeffrey LYNN in 
A New Warner Bros. Success 


“MY LOVE CAME BACK” 
IN PERSON 
RUDY VALLEE 


And His CONNECTICUT YANKEES 


Den STRAND 


Conditioned 


Broadway 
& Ajith St. 














RADIO 
crry 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“ALL THIS AND 
HEAVEN TOO” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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OPPOSE CANDY VENDING 


Hollywood, July 16. 
Fox-West Coast is running into op- 
| position on candy-selling machines 
|in the Wilshire theatre, Beverly 
| Hills. 
Building owners charge it is a vio- 
j lation of the lease. 


ES Steere 
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2} agement 


Rockefellers, Radio City and the 
| Music Hall, Atlas Corp., the M. J. 
Meehan interests, Lehman Bros., the 





| Orpheum unit represented by Ray- | 


mond Bill, who owns Sales Man- 
magazine; and March of 
| Time, whose Henry R. Luce is a 
|} large RKO stockholder. The com- 
pany is sprinkled with men who 
have come into RKO through these 
banking or other connections. Some 
occupy important key positions. 

Norman Krasna is huddling at 
RKO’s home-office with George J. 
Schaefer on the unit film he and 
Frank Ross are planning, ‘The Devil 
and Miss Jones,’ which will 
Jean Arthur and Charles Coburn 
in the cast. Maie lead and director 
still being dickered for. 








Poetic Cochran 
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land. It is called the Hind’s Head. 
Sitting here under a gaudy striped 
awning with California sunshine 
beating down on us, there’s no sign 
of war. It is perfect peace: an Eng- 
lish village of the parts—that green- 
land of England. 

France is all but lost. We are 
wondering what has become of many 
dear friends. Delysia fiew from Lon- 


Actually she didn’t fly direct to 
Paris but to ‘somewhere in France’ 
en route to Paris where her mother 
| (age 84) was. We've heard nothing 
| since. 

And yet the spirit in London when 
I left yesterday was wonderful. Here 
(about 30 miles from London) war 





| isn’t mentioned. The boss won't even | 


| allow us to put the radio on. A morn- 
| ing and evening paper are all we 
; are allowed. 
| How out-of-date this letter will 
be, when you get it, is brought to 
my mind by the latest New Yorker 
I have here containing a ‘profile’ of 
General Gamelin—France’s comman- 
der-in-chief! Nothing is known here 
yet as to what has become of him. 

Theatres are still open in London 
and doing some business. 

Diana Wynyard came here yester- 
day from a nearby studio where she 
is making a film. 





)} Elisabeth Bergner aiso came over 


have | 


who visits the nicest pubs in Eng- | 


don to Paris the day Paris was taken. | 


| the idea of operating 
| censes to avoid state regulations and 
| prosecution for infractions, 
Wiseacres said places minus a 
booze license would starve to death. 


who have been giving a big play to 
| the spots where they can bring in a 
| $1 bottle of gin and dance all night 


| a bucket of ice. 





Lohr. Trammell 


Continued from page 3 





: 





| platories!’ was echoed 
|} program as the 


through 
slogan by 


Lohr had successively conducted a | 


military trade paper, the Chicago 
World’s Fair, the network, and 
the Chicago Museum of Arts 
| Sciences. 
| When 
over, 


now 
and 


the friendly gagging was 
Trammell, in serious vein, 
| Sraciously bespoke to the major the 
assemblage’s respects. 

Lohr’s final public appearance 
| under NBC auspices was at the press 


| cocktail party in the club atop Radio | 


| City the next day. 
| mingling of all 
| veepees, columnists, radio editors 
and Chicago oldtimers like Pat 
| Barnes, who knew Niles Trammell 
|from way back. The Chicagoans 
| were sO numerous that a 
| nostalgia set in. Gerald Griffin of 
| the Catholic Actors Guild proposed 
| to do something about it (get 
ex-Chicagoans together and 


| 
| always form a club!) 


That was a 


they 


|}and the next gave Trammell excep- 
| tionally extended recognition. David 
| Sarnoff himself had stressed the 
;note the dailies echoed—that Tram- 
| mell was the first ranks-graduated 
head of NBC. On that basis and as 
| a case of merit finding reward in a 
|large way, 

|big. As is often the case with 
| prominent men, the occasion that 
| called for official biographical re- 
|membrance of the dates and details 
| told many people of facts they had 
; never known before. It seemed to 
| Surprise many that Trammell had 
vig until 1923 in the United States 
| Army and had begun in San Fran- 
; cisco rather than Chicago, and for 
i RCA rather than NBC. 


SEs le aR Si ig a nny se 2 ” 


re- | 


without li- | 


But they reckoned without the kids, | 


for the price of a bottle of soda and | 


the | 
which | 


department heads, | 


wave of | 
five | 


Meantime, the press of that day | 


the story was played up| 
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| lease of such picture the secret has 
| leaked. 

The play, he says, is least dan- 
'gerous of the three, whereas the 
| best-seller is capable of laying a 
breeding ground for a _ naticena! 
erities school among film = audi- 
| ences, which will be added and 
jabetted by the other two. He in- 
|dorses the theory that this story 
trend may wreck wide havoc with 
ithe film boxoffice unless drastically 
| curtailed. 

He calls attention to the adver- 
tised claims of practically every 
major company that the buik, or a 
‘heavy section of their coming out- 


‘put, is lifted from the best-seller 
‘shelves of popular fiction and bi- 
| ography. 

This means, he contends, that 


levery reader becomes a critic, a 
| stern, self-appointed know-it-all who 
| goes to the theatre not to be enier- 
_ tained, but to be convinced or dis- 
illusioned on the abilities of the film 
'moguls to make fiction on the screen 
bigger and better and more con- 


'vineing than fiction on paper. 


H’wood On Novel Binge 


Our informant levels an accusing 
finger at ‘Gone With the Wind’ as 
signal contributor to Hollywood's 
posturing to the novel. Because ‘Gone’ 
clicked, along with a few others, the 
industry has gone head over heels 
for the novel as a guaranfte of ex- 
ploitation and turnstile’ spinning. 
In its enthusiasm, the industry for- 
gets that the vastly talked-about 
‘Anthony Adverse’ cut a lean return 
to the makers; that the stage hit, 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ was a dis- 
/mal flop on the screen. 

On the other hand, he poinis out 
that any number of pictures con- 
'cocted from material written ex- 
| pressly for the screen have grabbed 
'a major share of boxoffice jingle as 

well as_ critical approval and 
| Academy Oscars. 

These items notwithstanding. 
what this spokesman is concerned 
with mainly is what this novel-buy- 
| ing spree is capable of doing t 
jthe picture-going public. He con- 
tends that it is making the national 
audience hypercritical. 

Because of the trend, he warns 
|film patron is going to the theatre 
|with a chip on his shoulder. He's 
| read a book, and by jimmniy, if this 
|picture based on it isn’t as good ns 
| the book he’s going to be sore. 
| Because of that reasoning, the pic- 
ture had not only better be absorb- 
ing, exciting or amusing as the book, 
;but more so. Furthermore, were 
|told, if one significant thing is 
changed, one character altered, our 
new audience ‘critic’ is going to be 
burned. He’s going to side with the 
(author and yell ‘foul!’ And 
going to be interested in the casiing. 
too—and beforehand. He has his 
own theories on how said novel is 
to be cast. And it’s going to spoil 
his entertainment and his opinion of 
‘the theatre’ if somebody in charge 
has taken ‘liberties.’ 

; Chances are 10 in a dozen that. « 
far as the readers are concerned, the 
producer is licked at the start. These 
customers aren’t going to like the 
|adaptation even if it’s good And 
| they're going to tell their friends sc 








he’s 


|The bigger the book sale, the hotter 


| the criticism will be. 
There’s No Pleasing Them 


If the picture happens to smack 
him between the eyes, regardless, 
| he’s going to be cold about it. This 
| critic-fellow will say: ‘You read the 
| book?’ If the answer is ‘yes,’ he'll 
come back with, ‘okay, then you 
| don’t have to see the picture— it’s 
|just like the novel,’ and he'll add: 
| ‘why with that setup even Holly- 
| wood couldn’t go wrong.’ And then 
| he'll probably gripe that all the pic- 
|ture houses get out of Hollywood 
|these days is rehashes of 
you've read. 

Back again to ‘GWTW.’ our corre- 
|spondent questions that it could be 


pooks 


| duplicated in its success in the cur- 
| rent status of the film business. Sup- 
| pose it had been cut to one hour and 
40 minutes. Suppose it were run 
through the pic mill like any oihe: 
Class A production. He ventures the 
opinion that the self-appointed 
critics would have raised howls: of 
derision. 

But in any event, the screening of 
| a best-seller, a play, a remake, ‘s in- 
viting comparison—harsh criticism. 
It is a direct challenge to the cus- 
tomer, practically instructing him tc 
criticize. A good many producers 
in Hollywood are forwarned of this, 
and of late, our informant states, he 
has noted an inclination among is- 
tute producers and directors 
weigh assignments to noted pub- 
lished works with considerable cure. 
|He predicts that the tendency will 
| grow far more pronounced. 
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Long Distance Trucks to Advertise | 





Biow agency is working on a show of institutional character for the 


American Trucking Association. 
business. 


It’s to plug the distance hauling 
Network will be recommended. 


Account was added to the Biow list last week. 








Cincy Reds on Crosley Shortwaver; 


Very Popular With South Americans’ 


Cincinnati, July 16. 
According to letters reaching 
Crosley headquarters daily from 


Mexico, Cuba and all South America 





‘LOCAL PAPERS COPY’ 


That's the Clue te Mutual Inter- 


| 


republics, 50,000-watt WLWO, which | 


has been 
on high frequency the past 
months, 


operating experimentally | 
three | 
is making itself heard and | 


views of Democrats 


Chicago, July 16. 
following the ‘local 
please copy’ idea in inter- 


Mutual is 
papers 


appreciated over other foreign sta-| viewing delegates to the Democratic 


tions, chiefly German, that have been | convention 


directing propaganda that way. Ad- 


beam encircles the globe. 


now in 


a- | Lester Gottlieb as far as possible is 
ditional response from listeners in| picking delegates from towns where | 
Alaska attest the fact that the same} Mutual has affiliates. 


| 
| 


So satisfactory have been results | 
thus far that the FCC will likely | Stevens Hotel. 
authorize permanent individual pro- | 
gramming for WLWO in the imme-| 


TH. Women’s Symphony 


diate future. 


Jim Shouse engaged Henley C. 
Hill, a native of Brazil, to do spe-| 
cial announcements in Portuguese, | 


and Aristides Nodarse, of Cuba, to! 


do the Spanish 
WLWO airings. 


interpretating on 
The station carries 


most of WLW’s regular programs, | 


night and day, and also broadcasts 
of the Cincy Reds’ baseball games 
originating on WSAI. 
included in the daily schedule after 
test broadcasts proved that South 
Americans are interested in baseball 
to a surprising degree. 

Half-hourly station breaks are an- 
nounced alternately in Spanish and 
Portuguese. Both Hill and Nodarse 
do frome one to two news broadcasts 
daily in those languages. When | 
notables from the lower countries | 
visit Cincy, they are interviewed on 
WLWO by either Hill or Nodarse. 
Latest of these was Wednesday (10). 
Nodarse chatted in Spanish with 
Caroline Segrera, who sang the lead 
in “Tosca’ with the Cincinnati Sum- 
mer Opera Company that night. 
Sunday night broadcasts of the 
opera, fed by WLW to NBC, are also 
carried vy WLWO. 


PLEASURE PIER PUTS 
ITS WFPG ON RADIO 


Atlantic City, July 16 

WFPG, owned and operated 

Frank Gravait’s Steel Pier, will 
on the air Saturday night (20). 

nouncement 


by 
ZO 
An- 
came as surprise here, 


since no advance notice has been 
made. Harry Zoog is in charge. 


This is only station in U. S. that has 
its tower over the ocean. 

Other station here, WBAB, owned 
by A. C. Press-Union Newspapers. 


Bringing Michel Ferry 


To Montreal From London 
Montreal, July 16 

Michel Ferry, European commen- 
tator for Station CKAC, is being 
brought back to Montreal from Lon- 
don to handle French-language com- 
mentary for station here Ferry 
covered the battle fr in Flanders 
and at Dunkirk in course of his 
duties. 

Was formerly stationed in 
and later switched to London. 


Comtois Leaves Federal 


George Comtois has resigned 





ont 


Paris 





as 


} 


} 


Latter were | 
| 


Spencer Allen quizzes them on a 
‘Parade of Delegates’ from the 





On CBS for Libby-Owens; 
Price Is $6,000 Weekly 


Chicago, July 16. 
One of the biggest radio program 
deals set in this territory will put 
the Illinois Women’s Symphony or- 





| chestra with Izler Solomon conduct- 


ing on a _ coast-to-coast Columbia 
wire starting September 29 for the 
Libby-Owens-Ford Glass Co. Placed | 
through the U. S. Advertising agency 


|of Toledo, the Women’s Symphony 
| will ride each Sunday at 4-4:40 p.m. | 


| 


| 


| many 
| the Columbia 


Central time from a public broad- 
cast in the Civic theatre. 


Price is reported at $6,000 weekly | 
| for the Symphony plus special vo 
| guesters. Understood that U. S. Ad-| 
vertising is arranging tie-ups on the 
show with all musical 


with women’s clubs and arts | 
clubs throughout the nation. 


It marks the first radio venture for 
the L-O-F firm 
looking for 
years. Deal was set through 
office in Detroit and 
Artists bureau. 


the Columbia 


Doc Pratt Joins Rose At 
Walker-Downing Agency 


Pittsburgh, July 16. 
Russell (Doc) Pratt, for many 
years connected with station KDKA, 
has been hired by Walker-Downing 
agency here as a special radio mer- 
chandising representative. Pratt 
Originally came here from Chicago 
and has written, produced and 
starred in a number of commercial 
shows locally, in addition to a flock 
of  sustainers Understood he'll 
build programs for special clients. 
Bill Rose remains in charge of 
Walker-Downing outfit’s radio de- 

partment, with Pratt 
rk in association 
He'll t 


hedt iled to 
ith him. 


Aug. 1. 


Tucker-Baker Renewal 


Baker and Orrin Tucker 
have been renewed by Lucky Strike 


close 


ike up his new luties 


Bonnie 


| for their second 13-weeks on the Hit 


Parade (CBS). 
Rest of the personnel remairis as 
is, namely Barry 


'}and Mark Warnow. 


radio director for the Federal agency. | 


He was with the firm for three 


years and last handled the Sinclair | 


tieup with CBS’ early evening world 
news roundup. 





Betty Jean Hainey, child actress 
in ‘All This, and Heaven Too,’ film, 
now permanently in Stanco 


series, ‘Career of Alice Blair,’ which 


McCann-Erickson records in Holly- | 
| city attended. 


wood. 


wax | 
‘Monday (15). 


| Palm Beach, 
well dinner by members of the staff | 


Steve Willis to WJNO 
July 16. 
manager of Sta- 


Providence, 


Stephen P. Willis, 


| tion WPRO, who on Aug. 21 will take 


over a Similar post on Station WJNO, 
Fla., was given a fare- 


Civic and business leaders of the 


session here. | 


colleges, | . 
schools in addition to close coopera- | 
| tion 


which had been| 
a suitable air show for} 


Wood, Bea Wain! 








~ SUFFER LOSSES 





Hardest Hit —Loses 
| Fleischmann Yeast — Fels 
Naptha Walks on Young 
& Rubicam Due to Lever 
Brothers Link 


OTHER CHANGES 








Casualties in account loses or ter- 
|ritory reductions were abnormally | 
| heavy in the New York agency field 
last week. 
| the hardest hit. 


| 


Not only did Emer- | 


|son Drug go to Benton & Bowles but | 


Standard Brands took away the 
| Fleischmann Yeast account and gave | 
it to a Park avenue agency, whose | 
|name is being kept shrouded for a 
‘few more days. The Fleischmann 
shift will involve ‘I Love a Mystery,’ 
which is slated to resume on 
| NBC- -blue this fall. 
| Fels Soap has broken away from 


ie bel & Rubicam and the incident | dig garnered comment even in blase | 


is believed to be tied up with the 
| reported designation of Y&R by} 
Lever Bros. as the agency for its 
new Swan Soap, an intent competi- 
tor of Ivory (Procter & Gamble). 
General Baking has taken part of 
the Bond bread account 
B.B.D. & O. and given it to Ivey & 
Ellington, of Philadelphia. The as- 
signment takes in the Pennsylvania 
}and Maryland districts. The baking 
combine _ recently 
change in major stock ownership, of- 
ficers and directors. *¢ 

Benton & Bowles has been 
|pointed the new agency for 
|lumbia Phonograph Corp. 
| Wheelock previously had 
count. 


JOE AINLEY SETS UP 


ap- 


Co- 


the ac- 





} 
| 
{ 


| QWN PROGRAM FIR 





Chicago, July 16. 
Joe Ainley, setting up his own pro- 
| duction Organization, continues as 
supervisor of the ‘First Nighter’ pro- 


for Campana as radio chief of the 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace agency. 

Now listed as the Joseph Ainley | 
company, organization will also 
handle production and writing on 
‘Story of Mary Marlin’ and ‘Step- 
mother,’ with other shows slated to 
be added and offered in the autumn 

Ainley has broughitt in Charles 
Penman as assistant. 


‘Renfro Valley’ From WLW. 


For Dixie as ‘Boat’ Sub 


Chicago, July 16. 
Freeman Keyes is making a new 
set of program and time arrange- 
ments for some Brown & Williamson 


tobacco products. On August 5, 
Keyes and his Russell M. Seeds 
agency will shift the ‘Show Boat’ 
show for Avalon pig from 
NBC-Blue to NBC-Red and will ride 
8:30-9 p.m. central time wt a re- 
peat for the coast on 11 o’clock 
Show will not be fed to the south, 
however, with the NBC-red stations 
in the south to get a new show 
tagged ‘Renfro Valley Folks’ which 


will originate at WLW, Cincinnati 
and will be in the interests of Big 
Ben smoking tobacco. 


Walter O’Keefe Appeals 


Walter O’Keefe is taking an appeal 
ifrom the unfavorable verdict he got 





in his $54,000 damage suit against 
| Young & Rubicam. A N.Y. supreme 


court justice had several weeks ago 
held that the agency was not liable 


for an alleged overlapping portion of | 
the O’Keefe contract when the Pack- | 


ard show folded in 1937. 

| The Appellate division, 
partment, is where this 
|}now be argued. 


first 
issue 


J. Walter Thompson Aanene| 


J. Walter Thompson was | 


from | 
underwent a/|f 


Ward | 


grams which he had been handling | 


de- | 
will | 
| Rudy Vallee’s Sealtest show Aug. 25. 


MANY ACCOUNTS SWITCHING 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Makes Frisco’ s KSFO a ‘Farm Station ; 
Dellar Exploits 


Area's Leading Biz 





AL NELSON’S AT HOME 


It’s 





a Salad Affair—Blase Frisco 
Takes Note. 








San Francisco, July 16. 


| NBC’s Al Nelson hosted: 200 gro- | 


cery men, home economics experts 
| and the press with turkey and trim- 
| mings in his executive offices (11) 
in behalf of Wesson Oil, 
House’ and food broadcasts in gen- 
eral. With Gladys Cronkhite, web’s 
|home-ec director, greeting the 
‘guests, members of ‘Hawthorne 
| House’ cast entertained. Quarter- 
| hour chunk of the proceedings was 
aired via KPO. 


Center of attraction was a salad 
bar set up by Chef George Mardi- 
kian of the Omar Khayyam restaur- 
ants, in line with the account’s cur- 
rent campaign on salads, as ex- 
| plained by firm’s division chief, John | 
| Dawson, guest of honor. Lavishness 
| of feed—including Armenian pas- 


the | tries and rice baked in grape leaves | 


—and fact that network boss risked | 
his own private carpet for the shin- | 


"Frisco. 





| 


| 


‘McKee & Albright’s 
New Business Dept. 
| Under Herb Korholz 


McKee & Albright agency of Phila- 
delphia will shortly open a New 
| York business department in 
| charge of Herbert Korholz. Latter 
|recently opened the agency’s first 


office in Hollywood, out of which 
| the Rudy Vallee Sealtest program is 
produced by Vic Knight (until Ed 
Gardner takes over). 

Korholz will open the new biz sec- | 


new 


| tion in mid-August upon his return | 


from a vacation which he will spend 
| Saaning jumpers for merchant J. C. 
{Penny and Sidney J. Weinberg, of 
Goldman Sachs. Latter is the owner 
|of the famous jumper Bruce, named 
for Jim Bruce, a v.p. of National 
Dairy, a McKee & Albright account. 





| Vague Kenora, Ontario, 
Station Puzzles Radioites 


Winnipeg, July 16. 
Canada’s number one mystery sta- 
tion is easily CKCA, Kenora, Ont. 


Opened about a year and a half or 
two years ago, this set-up has been a 
{complete daze to local station and 
agency officials with nobody appear- 
ing to have a complete and straight 
story 

At the time of its opening, CKCA 
was jointly owned by Starrett Air- 
ways and Gray’s hotel, with the Hon. 
| Peter Heenan, Ontario Minister of 
Lands and Forests, filling in in an ob- 
scure manner somewhere in the dim 
background, although no direct men- 
tion was made of the fact at the time. 


Jerry Bourke, old-timer of Canadian 
radio, was brought in to manage the 
station from Winnipeg. Shortly after 
that Bourke disappeared from the 
scene to be replaced by George Titus, 
yld-time newspaper and radio man, 
ilso brought in from Winnipeg. Also 
imported at the time was Clinton 
Godwin, formerly of CKX, Brandon, 
to handle the announcing chores, 


Then Titus reappeared in Winnipeg 
and it was reported Godwin had 
taken over running the station as a 
one-man show. This week Godwin 
vanished to reappear with CKPR, 
Fort William, and it is reported 
Bourke is back in again aS manager. 

The station started out with a large 
' size 
commercial revenue. Just where 
this staff has gone is another mys- 
tery, but it is known the station is 
now running as a one-man show. 
Studios built in the Kenrica hotel 
have been closed within the last few 
weeks with entire operation being 
conducted from the transmitter plant. 





Gracie Barrie set for a guester on 


| of 
‘the patient is doing well according 


staff and no prospects of any | 
igs ' cians local there got together 


here 
| Springs account, and is understood 


San Francisco, July 16. 
KSFO, San Francisco’s CBS out- 
let, is now entering its sixth month 
shot-in-the-arm treatment and 


to ol’ Doc Hooper’s graphs. The hypo 
is being administered by Lincoln 
Dellar, best known here as home- 


'town boy who brought the fatted 


calf with him. Brought here last 


‘Hawthorne | Feb. 1 by owner W. I. Dumm, Del- 


lar found a situation where one exec 


| was trying to do everything from 


'selling to filing. First move was 
to expand payroll to set up a com- 
plete sales staff, after which he 


moved in on programming. 

One of the inaugural efforts was 
campaign to capture the largely 
ignored agricultural audience (the 
area’s number one industry) easily 
| within the KSFO range, north, south 
and east of the metropolis. Re- 
sult, KSFO now opens for biz at 
| 5:30 a.m. six days a week with an 
i/hour-long Farm Journal m.c’d by 
| Bill Adams, former public relations 
| director of California State C. of C. 
'In addition to attempting genuine 
;news and market service which 
means something in the sticks, Del- 
| jar has used the show to bring the 


| state’s rural papers into the KSFO 


|fold, a move designed to back- 
|ground journalistic support for 
|radio if and when needed. Angle 


is to air a special afternoon edition 
|; Of the ‘Farm Journal’ every Satur- 
day at 12:30, 30-minute shot being 
turned over to a different editor 
j}each week who conducts the show 
as he sees fit. Naturally the home 
town folks dial en masse. 

Typical of those appearing are 
Paul Leake, of the Woodland Demo- 
crat, who also happens to be col- 
lector of customs for the port of San 
Francisco; Horace Thomas, editor of 
the veteran Marysville Appeal Demo- 
crat; Wood Peters, publisher of the 


,Concord Transcript, etc. Inci- 
dentally, the rural fans prefer 
martial music on their day break 
stanza. 


Second major program innova- 
tion was establishment of ‘Your 
California’ series. Special events 
crew, headed by R. W. Dumm, son 
of W. IL, has been outfitted with 
pack transmitters and a portable 
recording outfit. Every week the 
boys visit some unusual or out of 


the way spot and record commen- 
tary, with sound effects, on the 
ground. Show runs 15 minutes but 


they cut as many discs as they feel 
like, later in studio re-recording the 
best portions and editing final show 
to the allotted quarter hour. Same 
stunt being used for covering lunch- 
eon speakers. Complete program is 
cut, then during edition, hemming 
and hawing and dull passages 
eliminated. Played back during 
evening, speaker gets to hear 
self and often is amazed how well 
he sounds—thanks to the technical 


are 
the 


' 
nime- 


; crew, working after fashion of film 


cutters, 

Roving recorders lost a $90 mike 
when one of the boys tried to air 
his reactions from an aquaplane— 
and landed in the drink. 


WRVA FOLLOWS KSTP 
IN MUSIC SETTLEMENT 





CBS. pickups were reinstated 
Thursday (11) following the ironing 
out of the disagreement between 
WRVA, Richmond, Va., and the lo- 
cal union. CBS bands had been off 


the air 10 days all told. 


NBC returned broadcasting of 
band remotes two days earlier (9), 
after 11 days of substitutions. That 


situation was smoothed after KSTP, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul and the musi- 
and 
wiped out disagreements. 





Spa May Use Radio 
Chicago, July 16. 
Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency 
has gotten the Mudlavia 


readying a midwest ether coverage 
set-up for the Indiana spa. 


Ol 














‘Wholesome—Like An NBC Page Boy’ 
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The Stage Directions for ‘No Program Tonight’ Very 
Colorful—it’s Experimental Drama 
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Fy ROBERT J. LANDRY 


The torch of ‘experimental radio’ | 
Ss a low but perpetual flame that, 
burns in rehearsal studios at odd ! 
hours, especially in summer. It was } 
burning, for example, in 3-C at NBC | 
Saturday afternoon (13) as Albert N. | 
Williams and John La _ Touche, | 
gbeited by a swarm of he-actors and 
she-actors, prepared to broadcast | 
¢het evening one program in the | 
series known as ‘The Listener's Play- | 
house.” 

As the group in 3-C romanced | 
with. and maybe made, radio prog- | 
ress the RCA building was nearly 
empiy. ‘The neat innumerable rows | 
of studios and offices were locked, 
deserted and chaste for the week- | 
end. The NBC salesmen were away 
golfing, swimming, yachting, rhum- 
being. or otherwise contacting com- 
mercial clients. The men with the 
brass helmets were temporarily out 
of sight, gone off to contemplate the 
demanding character of farewelling 
and welcoming NBC presidents. But 
in 3-C they were puttering around 
with radio history. 

Writer-Directors 


- 

In the past season or so NBC has 
watered and spaded and weeded and | 
moved about for better sunlight 
those sustainers which were not to 
be mere time-fillers but bids for 
prestige. In ‘The Listener’s Play- 
house’ the plan calls for the crea- 
dion by NBC of three writer-direc- 
tors who, alternating once every 
third week, will concentrate on ex- 
perimental radio works. The three 
are Williams, La Touche and Ronald 
MacDougall. Of these La Touche is 
untrained in direction for the mo- 
ment, so he stood last Saturday aft- 
ernoon behind Williams at the push- 
buiton microphone to familiarize 
himself with experimental ways of 


bringing out the creative interpre- 
live spirit in he-actors and _ she- 
actors. 


Williams has a droll approach to 
his performers. He talks to them 
through the loudspeaker in terms of 
bright images. To Ian McAllister, 
doubling momentarily as a bellhop, 
Williams suggested: ‘Read that line 
more wholesomely—like an NBC 
page boy.’ McAllister needed no 
further direction. The sound ef- 
fects man was encouraged to give 
# little more oomph to the bird 
whistle effect. ‘Like a drunken 
nightingale,’ was the suggestion. 

When a. babbie-of-voices effect 
called for the full company to hum 
‘Siars and Stripes Forever,’ author 
La.Touche broke in to urge one of 
the girls not to render the patriotic 
anthem ‘so satirically.’ 

The script was running short, so 


rome lines were improvised at a 
couple of points by the actors 
“Okay,” said LaTouche, ‘but I'm not 
going to share my royalties.’ 


Radio actor native humor tends to 
find its magnetic pole in the daytime 
serial. Some of the suggested lines 
would have been very funny either 
on NBC or in Variety, but certain 
cracks are just between us girls. If 
you know what we mean, 
think you do. 


and we 


Neo Ghosts in Closet 

Although Williams kept empha- 
sizing that there should be no waste 
of ‘good AFRA time,’ the spirit of 
@ rehearsal of an ‘experimental’ 
program is quite different from the 
relatively grim behavior at manv 
commercial rehearsals where the fun 
is frequently spoiled by the presence 
behind glass of the man who is pay- 
jng for the program. 


t 


LaTouche’s contribution to experi 
mentation bore the title: ‘No Pro- 
Zram Tonight: or The Director's 
Dilemma.’ In it a radio leading man 
halted suddenly in the midst of a 
flowery speech and announced. ‘J 
can't do it...I just can’t do it.’ This 
man was, inevitably, Dwight Weist. 
Who but he would be—on a single 
guess—playing the part of a radio 
hero? The name of Dwight Weist 
shows up in radio cast credits like 
Fiank and Anne Hummert in author 
credits. In fact, putting Weist into 
this particular role almost sounded 
Jike satire on the satirists. 

The sudden stoppage of the con- 
tinuity paralyzed Olive Deering, the 
heroine, who in sotto voce urged 
that the show must go on. She was, 
enswered the leading man, a slave | 
to convention...not so the script! 
which was, consciously, an afiack | 
upon too much convention, too much 


|/engineer showed what he 


{same circumstances before, a feeling | 


WNBH ENGINEERS TO 


| 


' 
| 


| 


| 
tradition in the standard ways of 
broadcasting. 

The director, impersonated by | 
Norman Lloyd, rushed into the 
scene in panic, tried to restore dis- 
cipline, to halt the actor’s revolt 
against his nauseous lines. ‘You're 
an actor, not a critic,’ he shouted. 
The actor responded his larynx had | 
simply refused to proceed. It had 
taken enough punishment. 

Appealing first to the engineer and 
then to the sound man to say some- 
thing, the director was informed that 
they can speak only through the 
gadgetry of their professions. The 
can do to 
a voice, although lacking one him- | 
self. Here the flame of radio ex- 
periment flared because author, di- 
reciors, actors, musical conductor | 
(Tom Bennett), and panelman are 
all puttering around with echoes and 
filters, ups, fades, and vibrates. (Ed 
Whittaker, who ordinarily services 
Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm for 
General Electric, has this engineer- 
ing assignment). 

LaTouche has chosen sudden aber- 
ration among radio actors as a 
springboard for some remarks on 
the prevailing confusion of modern 
men. Who are they? What are 
they?...Why ara they saying these 
things: doing these things? It svig- 
gested a phrase which the French 


use—deja vu—which implies an 
eerie sense of having been in th 


of detached unreality, halting the 
tide of present consciousness. 

Of course it may be asked: who 
listens to programs of this nature? | 
To what extent are their messages 
intelligible or effective? What is) 
their significance as additions to 
radio technique::to the opening up | 
of new, more striking ways of say- 
ing things on the air? Will 
sustaining experiments eventually 
influence and improve radio produc- 
tion generally? 

F.0.B. Hollywood 

In the past there has been a 
tain amount of radio program 
perimentation. Much of it at CBS. 
Some of it at NBC and elsewhere. 
A conspicuous result has been that 
several radio author-directors have 
gotten jobs in Hollywood film stu- 
dios. Which does not seem of over- | 
whelming importance to the progress 
of radio itself. 

What the experimentalists in- 
dubitably need is a method of getting 
recognition within the broadcasting 
industry. Meantime the _ experi- 
mental flame, while low, burns 
steadily in the rehearsal studios at | 
odd hours, 


such 


cer- 
eX- 


INFO, PLEASE 
NEARLY SOLD 


‘Information, Please’ was reported 
yesterday (Tuesday) as on the verge 
of being sold either to Campbell 
Soup or to Lord & Thomas for one 
of the latter’s accounts. 
‘Information’s’ 

with Canada Dry 
week in November. 
owner of the show, has been asking | 
$8.500 a week, as compared to the 
$6,500 Canada Dry offered him on a 
renewal contract for a straight two 
years. 


present contract 
expires the first 
Dan Goilenpaul., 


Robert Brown Returns 
To WBBM, Dawson Aides 


Chicago, July 16. 
Robert Brown has returned to, 
Chicago and takes over once more as 
program chief of WBBM-Columbia. 
Brown was on the Coast suping the 
Wrigley ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ and 
Gene Autry shows. 
Stu Dawson, who had been filling | 
in, continues as Brown's aide and 
assistant, | 





VICK USING 


158 STATION 


Vick will use 158 stations for its | 
campaigns on Vatronal, WVaporub 
and Vick’s Cough Drops this fall. | 


‘Contracts are going out this week | 


from Morse International, agency on | 
the account, though the campaigns 
are not dated to start until Sept. 15. 
With about $400,000 involved in time | 
and talent costs, the Vick campaigns | 
for the coming season aren't basic- | 
different from what they | 
were last season. Most of them will | 
use news, market baskets, women 
in the news programs, musical clocks 
and hillbilly formulas. 

Only area that is still open on the 
Vick bookings in the westcoast. The | 
setup will be either the Pacific red 
or the CBS Pacific link. The dicker- | 
ing in this instance includes the pro- | 
gram. Vick’s station list nationally 


ally any 


'is somewhat more extensive that it 


was last season. 


JOBS BY MOTORBOAT 


New Bedford, Mass., July 16. 

WNBH, 250-watter, owned by E. 
Anthony & Sons, local newspaper | 
publishers, began construction last 
week on new transmitter to be lo- 
cated on Crow Island, Fairhaven, in | 
New Bedford harbor. When com- 
pleted in late fall. engineering staff 
will have to motorboat it from main- 
land. 

Also has 


transmitter, 


application in for FM 
but no site selected yet. 


Capehart’s New Biz | 


Ft. Wayne, July 16. 


Packard Manufacturing Co., with 
temporary offices in the Cal-| 
| Wayne building, Ft. Wayne, Ind., 
has been organized by Homer E. 
| Capehart, former local manufac- 
|; turer who founded the Capehart 


Corporation, for large-scale 
facture of phonographs, automatic 
musical instruments, and accessories. | 
Capehart plans to locate the factory 
in Ft. Wayne if a favorable site cn | 
be found. 

Designing and engineering of the 
musical instruments for home and 
business establishments is now in 
progress (at the O.K. Machine Co., 
Inc., this city). Sample instruments 


manu- 


and accessories are being made, as 
well as tools and dies. The com- 
pany fhas obtained a number of 


patents on its devices. 


Capehart organized the Capehart 


Corporation in Ft. Wayne in Feb- 
ruary, 1928, and operated it until 
1932. He later became a director 
and first vice-president of the Ru- 


dolph Wurlitzer Co. 

Helen Nugent, WKRC's Old-Fash- 
ioned Girl, the role of Mer- 
cedes in ‘Carmen’ this week with the 
Cincinnati the 
Z00. 


sings 


Opera Company at 


Gerald Cock of BBC Slashes Red Tape 


Stations Get Speedy Okay on BBC Rebroadcasts— 
34 Longwavers Use London Stuff | 


Washington, July 16. 
Stations wishing to rebroadcast 
British Broadcasting Co. programs 


can do business under a ‘temporary 
agreement’ with the New York of- 
fices of the British 
according to Gerald Cock of the 
Manhattan bureeu. 
tions directly to the London offices 
result in ‘inevitable delay,’ Cock has 


advised the National Assn. of Broad- | 


casters at Washington that requests 
filed by station managers or equally 
important officials with the New 
York headquarters will result in ‘im- 


radio combine, | 


Since applica- | 


‘ 


mediate permission’ to start rebroad- 
| 


casting. Agreements are only tem- 
porary, it was explained, since ‘in 
normal times’ all rebroadcasts of 


BBC programs are arranged under | 
agreements with CBS, NBC and Mu- | 
tual. 


Rebroadeasts are limited to news 
and to talks by leading British 


broadcasters, it was further pointed | 
out. Approximately 34 U. S. stations | 
at present are carrying the programs, | 
not counting a regular arrangement | 
| with the MBS web for rebroadcasts | 
of certain news programs, 


| he could meet up with a picture star 
| new dramatic series auditioned at KNX 


| technic... 
| Scott’s ‘Blondie’ series for Camels moved into its second year....Gale Page 


| publicity duties 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hal James, spot radio program manager for Compton Agency, spent 
weekend in Toronto and Montreal to oversee Procter & Gamble French 
and English programs handled by Compton Agency....Mary Louise Ang- 
lin, radio program buyer for Compton Agency, left last week for a two 
week cruise to the West Indies. 

Ed Gardner got the McKee & Alibright producer assignment on the 
Rudy Vallee-Sealtest show, starting Aug. 1. He will even perform, with 
his ‘Archie’ character replacing Maxie Rosenbloom. It’s on a week to 
week basis....Sandy Barnett, producer of the Lux Theatre series for 
J. Walter Thompson, was in New York last week on a home office visit... . 


| Dorothy Mallinson makes the second production ‘man’ on CBS’ staff. For- 
| merly a director with the Gardner agency in Chicago, she’s ‘pinch-hitting 


for Orrie Hancock, who's on vacash, on ‘Grand Central Station,’ ‘Life Can 
Be Beautiful’ and Campbell's ‘Short Shore Stories’....Herbert Jacobson 
is doubling from World Broadcasting System p.a. to television production 
at NBC. Did a program last Tuesday (9) which ranged from Carveth 
Wells to Korean, Hawaiian, Mexican and whatnot folk terpsy....Tom 
Buchanan's missus, nee Josephine Sampers, is the melodist of the current 
tune. ‘Six O'Clock,’ which Mills Music, Inc., is publishing. Irving C2esai 
did the words....Cornwell Jackson, of the Hollywood talent agency of 
Berg-Allenberg, in New York last week with business aforethought.... 
Charles Motta, who formerly directed Italo-American programs for the 
Reiss agency, has joined Forjoe & Co., station reps. He'll specialize in 
the small language market....Bert Squire is now-with the J. W. Pepper 
agency as radio director....New Yorkers aren't as fond of roller skating 
as they are of ice skating, the Rockefellers discovered when the ice rink 
in Radio City, on the Plaza, which was converted during the spring to 
roller skating, had to be converted again, back to a restaurant, as formerly 
....Roller skating may be tried again in the fall when the weather gets 
cool, but, in any event, the ice will go back in during the winter. Ice 
skating, while not highly profitable to Radio City, is figured as good pro- 
motion and exp!toitation. 

Columbia's “The People’s Platform’ will originate outside U. S. mainland 
this week (20), the point being Havana, on the eve of opening of the con- 
ference of Pan-American governments. 

Harry Von Zell is again announcing ‘We. the People’ after several weeks 
on the Coast with Fred Allen show....Mary Lewis draws a byline for 
fashion news on Transradio Press morning broadcasts over Mutual.. 
Ted Husing is now questioning the sports experts on ‘Choose Sides,’ CBS 
sustainer. Program has been shifted from a Sunday to a weekday night 
spot....Henry McLemore, sports writer of United Press, was the original 


| quizzer. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


It's still all to the merry on the Al Pearce show despite substitution of 
The Merry Macs with Heien Carroll for Marie Greene and Her Merry 
Men. Macs deal is for 13 weeks with options, indicating they may have 
sung their last for Fred Allen....Irving Reis found material in the recent 
ted Cross colossal for a yarn and sold it to Bill Robson for the Ameche- 
Trevor spot on Old Gold. It had to do with that phony (later made good) 
donation of $5,000 from Miami which sent Irene Rich to the Florida city 
for the pickup. Reis used it as the basis of a palooka offering the coin so 
Platters have gone out to agencies 


| featuring Rosemary De Camp and Elliott Lewis in ‘Voices in the Crowd,’ 


x . Van Newkirk, Don Lee program 
chief, will prof it at University of Southern California in the fall on radio 
..Tony Stanford basking in the sun for a few weeks. Ashmead 


prefers radio and bountiful repasts to films and form-fitting salads, so 
hereafter she plys her art strictly for the kilocycles. Dietary restrictions 
imposed by the studio proved too wearing on her health....Meredith 
Willson drew his first picture scoring job, Charles Chaplin’s forthcoming 
satire on dictators....Les Mawhinney, one-time news editor at KNX, now 
with Burridge Butler's station and Arizona Farmer at Phoenix....Al 
Pearce added to his holdings by buying up 10,000 acres of stock country up 
north....Hal Bock of NBC and Hal Block. gag with Burns 
Allen, more confused than ever now that they're toiling at Radio 
City. 

Jack Sayers checks off the CBS publicity staff (20) to take over head 
on the Coast for Young & Rubicam He succeeds Bill 
Stuart, who is being held east by the agency Knox Manning will sound 
off in Frank Capra’s ‘Meet John Doe’. He will play himself, a 
commentator....Radio gang is getting quite a bang out of the antics of a 
mild name in the biz who let go a lusty squawk when she espied her phiz 
in a drug store window at the bottom of an art display. Her manager 
demanded top position or else. Window dresser chose the ‘or else’....NBC 
gave Charles Holland, Negro tenor, a half hour program of his own along 
the Coast. Protege of David Broekman, he was unknown 
on the recent Red Cross .Carlton Morse resting 
from his producing-writing labors on ‘One Man’s Family’. 
sabbatical at his summer home on the northern peninsula Fulten Lewis, 
Jr., did one broadcast from KHJ while here surveying the aviation in- 
dustry....Bob Garred again dishing up the news on KNX for Mennens 
...-Sandy Barnett, Lux director, east on vacation and 


writer and 


both 


opus, radio 


before piping up 
up for a 
He'll pass the 


show.. month 


discussions at J. 


Walter Thompson on next fall's setup. George Welles and Harry Kerr, 
scripters, lolling for eight weeks at Lake Tahoe Bernie Smith, KFI- 
KECA press head, making his first call on New York. Bud Edwards, pro- 
duction manager, going along to do the pointing....NBC gang gave the 
Annandale course in Pasadena a rouch going-over. John Swallow made 


a hole-in-one—one hour. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO . . 
How to 


. 
do a man-on-the-street 


revealed by Sc We 


the same 
who 


show and take a 


aklev, KROW 


vacation at 
manager, 


4 
ott 


production 


didn’t want to shatter an unbroken five-year record. He recorded 10 side- 
walk pickups ahead of time....he sails his boat. Little Lil, up the Sacra- 
mento river....John Potter, newscaster on KROW. has turned film. sec- 
narist, scripting a documentary which he'll use this fall in school and 


club Jectures....KSFO has grabbed off permanent and exclusive line to 
Mark Hopkins, formerly held by Mutual-KFRC. Gives Columbia both the 
Mark and the Palace, two of the three top hotel pickups. Web's head- 
quarters are in latter hostelry....Line Dellar has also broken out with 
rash of 83 painted displays....Judy Deane. Will Aubrey, Ira Blue, Cliff 
Engle and Patricia Lynn of NBC and Frank Cope and Ralph Brunton of 
KJBS-KQW already on list for participation in Radio Day (19) at Salinas 
Rodeo... Pacific Grevhound donates bus which leaves at 8:30 a.m... .tal- 
ent will appear at Kiwanis luncheon before attending rodeo and again at 
dinner following... .off record will be private cocktail party hosted by 
rodeo officials. .. .troupe due back home at midnight, according to Crew 
Captain Kay Barr....Sir Francis Drake hotel. which set precedent by 
dropping cover charge, and inaugurating 50c luncheons, does something 


else new to this area by taking spot announcements on NBC to ad- 


| vertise the fact....placement of commercials includes station break im- 


mediately ahead of regular Tuesday and Friday evening NBC band pick- 
ups, and participation in Ann Holden's women’s program....Gladys Cronk- 
hite, NBC home-ec director, hosted 250 guests (11) at salad bar in web's 
executive offices....Marie Houlahan, CBS press rep, vacationing. 
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PRECAUTIONS ON LINGUAL! 


Heartens Canadian Broadcasters AR Cree Il ‘Neville Miller, James Fly Disagree 
i On Best Way to Integrate Radio — 
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| Some Foreign Language Sta-| 
| tions Inclined To See Trade, 
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Montreal, July 16. 
Broadcasters throughout Canada 
were almost stunned with surprise 
by the unexpected defence of a ‘free 
’ radio’ made in Parliament by Con- 





They Should Know 


. seineisaaeehtitansioag 


Fort Worth, July 16. 
KFJZ has found a local spon- 
sor for its daily broadcasts of 


} . ' 
Association ‘Borrowing Radio’s Oldest Salesman? | 
Trouble,’ But Broadcasters | on 


Washington, July 16. 
Division of opinion developed ove 
| the weekend as to whether the radi 


servative Senate leader Rt. Hon. ‘Ctime and Death Takes NoHoli- {| Act to Show Good Faith stiiwaukes, July 36. industry should have a represente 
, | day.’ Program is a safety broad- . Ben Wolff, star salesman of |tive on the new National Advisor 
Arthur Meighen last week. Last) ast and besides pointers on In Washington WEMP, who is called by C. J. 


Defense Commission (led by Williar 
S. Knudsen) or a separate Govern 
ment board should be set up to han 
dle communications problems in th 
short-of-war emergency. Opposin 
camps are headed by Neville Miller 


thing that stations looked for was | 
championship of their cause from 
this quarter. 

Criticism of Government policy 
anent news services, however, was | 


safety, the names of victims of 
traffic accidents are read on the 
broadcast while a ‘death bell’ 
tolls. 

Bankroller for 


JULY 25 CONFAB 


ager, ‘the oldest salesman with 
the youngest ideas in radio,’ will 
celebrate his 73rd birthday an- 
niversary on Aug. 4. 

Station staff has chartered a 


| 
| (Chuck) Lanphier, station man- 
| 





three broad- 


made by Senator Meighen along, casts per week on KFJZ will be The National Association of Broad- steamship for a gala moonlight prennans hs the National Associa 
broad national lines rather than | casters has called a meeting to take | - © tion of Broadcasters, who advocate 


excursion on Lake Michigan as 
a complimentary tribute to the 
veteran time seller. 


dealers in wrecked and second- 


i 
! 
the American Auto Salvage Co. | 
| 
hand automobiles. 


adding a communications expert t 
the existing defense board, ane 
Chairman James L. Fly, who is plug 
ging for a Communications Defensi 


place next Thursday, July 25, at the | 
| Ritz Tower hotel in New York ond 
| for the purpose of organizing an ex- 


with relief of any particular group, 
business or seclion of the country in 
mind. 

Meighen stated he had information | 











| 

















that the Government intends to see 
that no independent news agencies | 
get access to the radio in Canada, | 
with even the CBC to be restricted 
in this respect. He said, further, 
that he had good reason to believe 
that all news will henceforth be put 
out by the Canadian press four times 
daily after being edited by Govern- | 
ment officials. 
Said the Rt. Hon. Mr. Meighen: ‘Tf 
we keep on the way we are going | 
the propaganda under the despotism 
of Germany will not be any more 
thoroughly controlled than it is here. 
‘What is going to be the result of 
taking control of everything that 
goes over the radio—-that is to say, 
using that one agency, (C.P.) an| 
agency that sits down side by side 
with the Government every day 
and, indeed, draws large sums of, 
money from it? 
‘It just means that nothing will go 
over the radio which is not exactly 
colored to suit the administration.’ 


Meighen expressed alarm and ex- 
treme skepticism about the Govern- 
ment’s statement about the struggle 
to get ‘accurate information to the 
people.” Meighen warned to watch 
out whenever a statement like that 
is made. Said he: ‘The struggle is 
just the opposite. Everything that 
goes over the radio in that way will 
be controlled and supervised and 
edited by the Government.’ 

The Senate leader warned that 
after censorship of radio censorship | 
of the press would inevitably follow. 
He added that while there is today 
a measure of censorship with strict 
regard to war news there is also a 
lot mere censorship. 


‘When you control everything that 
is said over the radio,’ declared 
Meighen, ‘and following that edit the 
press, the liberties lefi are not very 
much worth preserving.’ 

The Meighen view on radio cen- 
sorship has long been held by some 
newspaper publishers in Canada 
who have repeatedly warned fellow 
members of Canadian publishing as- 
sociations to stop egging the Gov- 
ernment onto radio. Tolerant, more 
far-sighted publishers have always 
feared their campaign against radio 
might eventually boomerang with 
severe restrictions on freedom of the 
press. 

Broadcasters have 
means to get majority Canadian pub- 
lishers to take the 
without success. 

The statement made by Meighen 
in the House of Commons about the 
Government’s proposed use of Can 
adian Press is at variance with whal 


broadeasters were led to believe fol 


lowing their meeting with Transport 
Minister Howe last week. Station 
men were inclined to be optimistic 
about the news situation then, with 
understanding that Government 
might relent and permit sponsored 
hewscasts to continue. 


tried by all 


long view, but 


Franzier Hunt’s Clicko 


Frazier Hunt did two sustaining 
sessions on NBC recently as a news 
commentator and was hired for | 
Kreml’s newscast on Mutual as a re- 
sult. McCann-Erickson is agency. 

He subs for Gab Heatter who is 
resting, 


| tions in the setup are: WGY, Schen- 


| change of ideas among and about | C : : 
| foreign language radio stations. The| —- he is already set 
_N.A.B. position is that forewarned a 

Prospects for a squabble are seet 


TO ATTEND 
NAB. 





Gene Buck has written Neville 
Miller, president of the National | 
Assn. of Broadcasters, offering to 
attend the N.A.B. convention in San} 
Francisco, August 5, and face the) 
broadcasters to reply from the plat- | 
form to any question on music-radio | 
relationships. He hasn't had a reply | 
as yet. | 

Buck is going to Frisco next week 
for the annual shindig ef The Bohe- 
mians and would stay on until the 
N.A.B, conclave. 


SARATOGA SEASON'S 
RADIO ADVERTISING 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 16. | 

Radio end of Saratoga track ad- | 
vertising, handled for fourth con- 
secutive year by Leighton & Nelson, | 
will bring 12. stations into use, 
mainly for dramatized announce- 
ments. The number of spot plugs, 
ranges from 26 to several hundred, 
while a morning musical clock will 
unwind over WOKO, Albany, Sta- 


ectady; WTRY, Troy: WSYR and 
WFBL Syracuse; WIBX, Utica: 
WHEC, Rochester; WOKO and 
WABY, Albany: WDRC, Hartford; | 
WAAB, Boston; WBRK, Pittsfield; 


WNBX, Springfield, Vt. 

WGY, first transmitter employed 
to plug August racing season at the 
Spa, was not included last year, due 
to an odd NBC rule. WTRY was 
not in operation then. WBRK_ is 
another newcomer for Spa hookup. 

Other media, such as newspapers, 
class magazines, etc., will be utilfzed, | 
too. Broadcasting from the track will 
be on the largest scale in history. 
The three major networks, NBC, 
CBS and Mutual, are making plans 


for regular pickups. Originally there 


were twice-weekly broadeasts via 
Mutual and later CBS Local sta- 
tior may come in on a daily basis 


; 


Saratoga Association expects larg- 
»st attendance in history, due to in- 
i au 


stallation of pari-mutu@is ainda 


tion of admission 


New Blurbs on KYW 


Philadelphia, July 16 
KYW disclosed the following new 


| spot announcement business. 


F. G. Vogt & Co., meats. 

W. H. Comstock Co., Morristown, 
N. Y., liniment. 

American Chicle Co., Long Island 
City, gum 

Brown & Williamson (Wing cigar- 
ettes), New York. 

Manhattan Soap Co 

Quaker Oats Co., Chicago. 

Philco Distributors 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania | 


(highway safety program). j 


| make any difference.’ | 


| ally noted.) 


| pimples. 


tions and 


| marched. 


is forearmed and that while there is 
no particular ‘problem’ the general 
delicacy inherent in the use of alien 
tongues during war time tension is 
reason enough for holding a meeting. 

Some foreign language station 
operators in the New York area were 
inclined Monday (15) to think the 
N.A.B. might be ‘borrowing trouble’ 
and unnecessarily focussing attention 
on linguals. The foreign market is 
profitable and the stations carrying 
any considerable volume thereof 





BIG MUB T0 
N.A.B. 


Columbia will have a slightly big- 








would be embarrassed and pained to | 
lose it. These broadcasters are also | 
inclined to resent ‘stations that make 
a big dramatic gesture of barring | 
foreign language programs’ when} 
they really haven't got enough to. 


59 Linguals 


About 50 American stations carry 
a fair amount of foreign language 
programs. Italian and German are 
the predominant tongues’ spoken 
This cuts straight America’s | 
democratic prejudice against the | 
European dictatorships. (Polish is | 
fairly common on midwestern sta- | 
tions. Scattered Yiddish, Greek, | 
Spanish and Portuguese are section- | 


across 


Translators are widely employed | 


| by multi-language stations to check | 


manuscripts to keep out objection- | 
able programs. However, the theo- | 
retical danger of the foreign language 


|}announcer ad libbing without any- | 


body in the studio being capable of | 
checking the script has reportedly | 
given persons in Washington goose 
It is distinctly a Washington- 
inspired confab that the N.A.B. has 
called. Not that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has taken, 
or necessarily will take, any position 
Most of the broad- 
careful at 


against linguals 
casters are 
present 


extremely 
have recent ex- 
amples of trouble 
although some three or four years 
ago there were disturbing develop- 
Long Island and Ohio sta- 
some revelations of that 
time are now being recalled. The 
Nazis have in the past shipped over 
radio consisting of 
innocent Wagnerian music but some- 


been no 
propaganda 


There 


ments on 


discs ostensibly 


times there were pro-Nazi remarks 


that bobbed up at different points 
n the unspinn 
S. F. Unpercturbed 
San Francesco, July 16 
Wal jitters have had little effect 
yn foreign-language broadcasts here, 
according to survey of stations de- 


hint f > nie f 
ng major Cl nk O revenu irom 


multi-lingual shows Bay area Cal 


ries heaviest sked of such programs 
in the west. Three to five hours daily 


are devoted to  Italian-language 


|shows by three stations, all heavily 


sponsored, 

KROW, Oakland, carrying L'Italia 
Daily News program 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
daily and the Italian American hour 
7:15 to 7:45 p.m. daily, switched all 
wordcage to English when Mussolini 
Squawks of sponsors were 
louder than those of Histeners, so 
sked was thrown back into Italian 
again and nothing happened. Simi- 
lar experiences reported at KLS, 
Oakland, carrying approximately 
two hours of Italian daily, and KRE 
Berkeley. KLS system is tea spot | 


| ward Klauber, 


ger delegation than NBC at the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
convention in San Francisco the week 
of Aug. 4. The irek will be pretty 
well scattered, with some flying and 
others going bv train. Niles Tram- 
mell, NBC’s new prez, has to remain 
in New York for the NBC board 
meeting of Friday, Aug. 2, so that he 
will have to take a sleeper plane the 
following night (3) 

CBS contingent will consist of Ed- 
Meff Runyon, Herb 

Thornburgh, Joe 


Akerberg, Don 


Ream, Ed Cohan, Johnny Karol, 
Harry Butcher, Gilson Grey, Jap 
Gude, Steve Fuld, Kelly Smith, 


Howard Meighan, Jack Van Volken- 


| burg, Merle Jones, Earl Gammons, 
|A. E. Joscelyn, Harold Fellows, and 


A. D. Willard, Jr. 

NBCites will comprise of Tram- 
mell, Edgar Kobak, William Hedges, 
A. L. Ashby, Frank Russell, Don Gil- 
man, Sidney Strotz, O. B. Hanson 
John Norton, Sheldon Hickox, Kolin 
Hager, Vernon Preble, Lloyd Yoder 
and Kenneth Berkeley. 


Jennings Seeks Program 
For New Drene Budget 

Chicago, July 16. 
Kastor agency here has okayed a 
30-minute slot for Procter & Gam- 
ble on the NBC-Red, taking 7-7:30 
Saturdays Exact starting 
time not set but likely to begin with 
Product will be Drene. 
Kastor 
negotiating for 


p.m. on 


time change 

Robert Jennings, 
radio chief, is now 
a show for this spot 


agency 


WKBN, Youngstown, O., added to 
those carrying the ‘My Son and I’ 
program on CBS for General Foods: 
and the ‘Musical Game’ broadcast 
cach Sunday for Philip Morris 


Occupying even more air space are 
Portuguese programs on KRE, 
KROW, KLS and KSAN in San 
Francisco, aggregating four to six 
hours daily. Portugal is neutral so 
these programs draw no complaints 
except from occasional listeners who 
mistake the language for something 
else. KRE also carries a few stanzas 
in Spanish. 

Only Chinese program in U. S. is 
claimed by KSAN., It’s aired direct 
from Chinatown from 10 to 11 
nightly and is solidly sponsored. Fea- 
tures request numbers by Chinese 
artists, although all numbers sound 
identical to occidental ears. Station’s 
lingual broadcasts rounded out with 
regular Yiddish half-hour weekdays. 


in the tug-’o-war which is developing 
over who is going to take over the 
| job of guarding radio against the 
Fifth Column and the Trojan Horsé¢ 
—not to mention the far more seri 
ous problems which would resul 
from the U. S. being drawn into the 
war. 
| A proposed executive order (sug. 
gested by Fly) which would include 
representatives of the State, War ana 
Navy Departments and the FCC is 
| being held up at the White House 
while rumors are in circulation that 
opposition has developed against per- 
| mitting a regulatory agency (the 
|Commish) to intrude upon defense 
| planning. On the other hand, it is 
argued that appointment of a single 
individual to the National Advisory 
Defense Commission would not be 
feasible, since no person could cope 
with all angles of the radio industry 
| (commercial, point-to-point, radio 
telegraph, telegraph, cable, tele- 
| phone, etc. ). 

At his press conference last week, 
| Fly soothed the industry with a state- 
jment that there was no cause for 
alarm and reminded broadcasters 
that popular sentiment called for the 
leaving of private operation in pri- 
| vate hands ‘so that broadcasting will 
continue to function as now 
| formed.’ 

‘There is no reason in the world? 
Fly declared, ‘that broadcasting 
should not go on absolutely unim- 
peded. Any suggestion that there 
is any problem there is far-fetched 
and quite inaccurate and not fair 
| to broadcasters.’ 

No intention on the part of the 
Government to burden or hamper 
the normal operations of the indus- 
try, short of U. S. participation in 
the war, according to the Commish 
chairman, and anyway ‘our Govern- 
ment isn’t qualified to > 
broadcasting.’ 

Even if war should come, Fly pre- 
dicted, the Government would re- 
strict itself to things which would ba 
particular, rather than all-embracing, 
in character. 


MILT SAMUEL ‘FLASH’ 
NOW IN 500 STORES 


per- 


take ver 


San Fran July } 

KPO-KGO Photo Fla > ICs 
ture ‘rvice Lo! window lisplay 
which Milt Samuel, NBC p.a tarted 
a year ago, h now ac! 1 tne 
point where r 00 | 
store nun re ! i 
everal pro ! It wa I i out 
as a point-ol- ile contact n behalf 
of food accounts on the two stations 

‘Photo Flash’ features each eek 
at least four pictures of NBC talent, 
with these appearing mostly on food 
commercials, although the connec- 
tions is not disclosed in the captions. 
For assurance of attention there’s 
usually a piece of art on the gammy 
side. 


WRVA SPIELER IN N. Y. 


vv ' , 


1 
ié 


Richmon 1, va J , 
Erwin Darlington WRVA ane« 
announcer, off to N. Y. for a sixe 
week stint 
‘To pinch-hit for vacat ig Ralph 
Edwards, on ‘Against. the Storm’ 
(Compton) daily script snow. 
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Wrigley Gum a Multiple-Station 





EIGHT-WEEK TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 


(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 




































































r of . New York Cit , 
in Units by Week Units by 
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ss k is holding} 2.0 J Tne | 6 
ees 3S Row sare 2 ne r €0S, esor Ss, itics a RR RR Re: Me 62. une 
up well. National spot has recorded | 89.5 
° ec SRR GRRE De ° 
several small but consecutive gains, | All Boosting Seattle; i A Re 61.1 June 8 
and the local picture is even better. ‘onal UJ 4 5” Loe  —————————s__——!~ © 2 | nee a Ree 89.1 
Wrigley Gum has jumped on the Nationa Spot p J winds 
| band-wagon of national advertisers i A LE RR 62.6 June 22 
using multiple stations in N. Y., and Seattle, July 16. 20 90.3 
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own or showed slight increases. nag 30 phone summer a pene | 
; : ast year the heavy spen 
eens Rng: ay ong? “= me off completely. This year if they | 
mastropolitan stea ate displaying lay off programs they keep the dial- | 
posters plugging WHN’s ‘Cinderella, “~ eal : Units by Week Units by 
the gal who chatters between plat- 0g ag Racal vey rag Pad NETWORK Thousands Ending TOTALS Thousands 
a oni t 
ters on a late evening request hour. Mullen, northwest manager for Ruth- | M 25 95.1 May | nme 62 405. () 
Posters show femme m.c. before a rauff & Ryan, reports his agency’s SJ LTS 
WHN mike, and urge readers to send local accounts will increase radio | J 1 94.4 June 1 248.2 
requests to her—via Postal, of budgets as high as 25% the coming | une eel 
course. aa 7 are june 8 93.3 June 8 244.0 
WNEW: Vanti Pa-Pi-A, through) with the local situation well in 
Erwin, Wasey, 52-week renewal of pang. managers are shooting for con- | JUN 61S cence TT 93.6 eterna rman nama nem 244.8 
‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ quarter- tracts from national advertisers. “6 
hour strip across the board. Wrigley what's more, they're getting ‘em. J 22 94.6 June 22 247.2 
Gum, through Vanderbie & Rubens, KOL: Baxter shoes. announce- UNC <4 
$8 announcements weekly. 52 weeks. enix. Renton Rodeo, two half-hour | | June 29a 90.0] | June 2° 242.5 
: 3 & - shows. Nordstrom shoes, announce- 
wetter, three quarter-hours weekly. -ent< 6 (enema 243.2 
52 weeks, ‘Make Believe Ballroom’. July 6 — 92. y 
Eatery Late, through Nene Lj) << So July 13 90.5] | July 12 242.4 
Ham, announcements. Netwerk Lecal National Total y 
WHN: Waldorf Clothing, through Units Units SpotUnits Units ; 
Rosen-Edison, station lg Key 2 SES 10.719 1.272 15,976 | (Copyright, Variety, Inc. Not to be — OReTON Seeds ‘5 PE Ta 
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ciates, six quarter-hours weekly. 52 —5.5% +3% +459 +0.9% 
weeks. William Wrigley, Jr.. Co.. (Included: KIRG, KOL i, en KNA) SPOT SPURTS 0.49) 


through Vanderbie & Rubens, 36 an- 
nouncements weekly, 52 
Doane’s Pills, 
burn, station breaks, 52 weeks. 


weeks. , 
through Foster-Mil- | 


Coca Cola Hears Dorsey 

















WMCA: I. J. Fox, through Lew Tommy Dorsey was auditioned by | 
ashuk, 60 announcements weekly, Music Corp. of America for Coca- 
23 ~=weeks. Egofoam Shampoo,| Cola Jast week. 
through Bob Wheaton, five-min. pro- | Dorsey is now doing a summer run 
grams. Lin-Tox Corp. through in the Pepsodent spot on the NBC- 
Helen M. Main, 78 announcements. red. 
Manhattan Soap Co., through Frank- " $$ 
Jin Bruck, 50 announcements. Sud- 
bury Labs, through Mason L. Ham. Croot, renewal of announcement 
50-word spots. Warren Norge Corp., | * schedule. 
five quarter-hour newscasts weekly. July 13 compared “to | July 6 
United Shoe Exchange, through ; 
Klinger advertising, 60 announce. | Network Local National Total | 
ments weekly, 52 weeks. Famous'| Units Units Spe Uate Units | 
Homes, through Alvin Samuels, half- | 705 9,416 15,816 25,937 
hour. Manda Sales Corp., through | 105 _ 9,190 _ 15,802 25,607 | 
J. W. Pepper, announcements. Ivan- "  +24% +0.09% +1% | 
hoe Food Products, through Moser ce es h 
& Cotins, announcements. Cush- | rey . pial 
man’s Sons, through Samuel C. Ww on Wome ” ~ eee eee 
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Baltimore Not Badly Off in the Sum- 
mer Time. 
Baltimore, July 16. 
| Still quiet and uneventful here. 
| Some action shown in slight upturn 
| in national spot count but continued 
| slipping noted for other classifica- 
| tions. WCBM tied in with army re- 
| cruiting service, giving a half hour 


| 
| 





| 


| weekly to various service bands for | 
concerts wrapped around enlistment | 


plug. 

| WFBR: Superfiex Heater, 
| announcements a week through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson (Cleveland). 


|| July 13 compared to July 6 


|Network Local National 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
| 7,190 4,793 2,489 
7,345 4,978 2,275 14,598 | 
—2% —3.8% +9.4% —0.8% 
Includes: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 


fae 


WKRC’S SINGING SAM 
E.T.’S HELPS CINCY 


Cinstandtt. July 16, 

Time sales took a step forward 
|last week, slight drop in network 
|units being overbalanced by local 
‘and national spot additions. Biggest 
j}newcomer was WKRC’s acquisition 
of the Singin’ Sam series of tran- 
scriptions for 15-minute’ periods 
| Monday through Friday for Coca- 
Cola. Placed by the Chester C. 
| Moreland agency, local. This order 
|supplements the sponsor's baseball 
quiz series of quarter-hour shots, 
Monday through Saturday, conducted 








; 


three | 


| 
| 
| 


alnonin a 


14,472 | | Lord & Thomas, 





| hour 


Armament Money Good for L. A: 


Lew Weiss Sees Sharp Fall Spurt 





| surance 
| Bruck, 39 10-mim. 
| hattan 
| Bruck, 
po 


‘Salute to—’ (For Cash) 


Runs Up KRNT Tally 


Des Moines, July 16. 


| quency belt. 


July 16. 


Fact that the categorical units sre 
not showing sharper fluctuations is 
hailed as a good omen in this fre- 
Were such a table set 


Los Angeles. 


| up at this time last year there would 


Large local gain helped by KRNT's | 


series of ‘Salutes’ to towns in Cowles 
Stations’ trading area. 


WHO: Armour & Co. through 
156 quarter-hour 
North American Accident In- 
Ce.i through Franklin 
newscasts. Man- 
through Franklin 
newscasts. Proc- 
(Camay), through 
| Pedlar & Ryan, 260 quarter-hour 
ET’s. Franklin County Coal Co., 
| through Franklin Brown, 13 quarter- 
newscasts. Hollywood Candy 


discs. 


Soap -Co., 
39 10-min. 
& Gamble 


| Co., through Blair MacPhail, 26 half- 


| weekly 
| Little Crow Milling Co., 
| Rogers 
programs 


Network 


_by the station’s Mike Hunnicutt and | 


|George Sutherland. The Mutual 
| affiliate also took on five five-minute 
| spots for the Northwestern Yeast Co. 
'on Maca yeast, 

| Macfarland agency, 
| on the woman's 
ithrough Friday, 
|ments on the same program for the 


Chicago. They’re 
hour, 


through the Hays- | 


Monday | 
and five announce- | 


Geier Mattress Co., handled by the 
Julian Behr agency, Cincy. 

WSAI linked in with NBC's air- 
ings of Bob Crosby's Thursday night 
30-minute stanza for Camel cigar- 
ettes; renewed the 15-minute six- 
|nights-a-week Sandlot Sports series 
by Sam Agney, of the Crosley staff, 
for Stillicious, chocolate’ drink, 
through the McCord agency, Chi- 
cago; added six announcements | 


| weekly for the B. C. Remedy Co., 
| through International Radio Sales: 
jand a new series of spot announce- 





|ments for Rollman & Sons Co., de- 
| partment store. 
July 13 compared to July 6 : 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,440 8.374 5,538 18,352 
4,485 8,353 5,467 18,305 
— 1% +0.2% 11.3% + 0.2% 
(Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 


John Karol, research counsel for 
CBS, in Cleveland to address lunch- 
eon gathering yesterday (Tuesday) 

















of 60 local agency men being partied 
by WGAR. 








min. spots. Haskin Bros., through 


Presba, Fellers & Presba, two quar- | 
‘Bud & His Bud- | 


ter-hours weekly, 
dies’; also three 10-min. 
from KMA, 


programs 
Shenandoah. 


through 
& Smith, 


~ July ‘13 compared | to July s.* 
Local 


National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,820 2,571 4,302 13,693 

6,760 2,319 4,225 13,,304 

0.8% +10.9% -1.8% + 2.9% 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO.) 


Panama Pacific Line Uses 
Blurbs on KFRC, 


San Francisco, 
Quiet week on San 
radio front saw 


July 16. 


‘Salute to—’ | ‘ 
| more importantly the defense pro- 
‘| is paid for by the merchants in the | P ’ F 


Total | town feted. 


have been alarming differentials. 
Contributing to the even tenor of 
the comparisons are several factors, 
gram which is assuming massive 
proportions along these latitudes. 
Seasonal products’ generally go 
budget-spreeing in the warm months, 
which leaves the loss of big network 
accounts, ‘ 
Substantial increases are noted at 
Don Lee headquarters (KHJ) where 
Lewis Allen Weiss is predicting a 
sharp upswing with the coming of 
cooler weather. Standard Oil is 


| moving its symphony and school pro- 
| grams to the chain after 13 years on 


156 quarter-hour 


; Mahon Furniture, 
| penter 


all three categories | 


" | broadcasts by 
Frisco | 
| tical, 


ig , +. | min, 
Francisco's | 


NBC, and Ovaltine will be back with 


‘Little Orphan Annie’, Adohr 
Creamery is returning with its 
|; Golden Hour of Music and many 


others are getting in their fall res- 
ervations. Station will get its share 
of the politico largesse, which will 
soon be ladled out in large doses 
KNX: Seven Up Bottling, 
Glasser agency, 
52 nighttime 


through 
208 daytime signals, 
Signals. Langendert 
Bakeries, through Leon Livingston, 
20 time signals. Beckman Furs, 
through Glasser, 12 time signals. 
KFI: Forest Lawn Memorial Park, 
through Dan B. Miner, 26 participa- 
tions in ‘Art Baker's Notebook’. Me- 
through Ad Car- 
agency, 48 gqguarter-hour 
Fleetwood Lawton, 
Maryland Pharmaceu- 
through Joseph Katz, 


commentator. 
131 one- 


transcriptions. 

KECA: McMahon Furniture, 
through Ad Carpenter, 48 quarter- 
hour commentator programs by 
Fleetwood Lawton. Gold State Frizz, 
| through Warren Fehlman, 39 quar- 
ter-hour programs, ‘The Word Hunt- 
ers. 

KFWB: Hollywood Turf Club, 
through Milton Weinberg, 80 one- 
min. spots. City of Hermosa Beach, 


sag somewhat, marking the end of 
network units’ long and_= steady 
climb. KSFO’s ‘News Quiz’ from 
Orpheum theatre finally began its 
Holsum sponsorship (12): and Al 
Nelson of NBC threw a Salad Bar 
party in his offices for Wessen Oi] | 
account (11). 

KFRC: Panama Pacific Lines, 
through J. Walter Thompson, 30 an- 
nouncements. Langendorff United 


Bakeries, through Leon Livingston. 
45 announcements. 

KPO: Sir Francis Drake Hotel, 
participation in ‘Fashion Window’ 
and ‘Through Woman's Eyes.’ Pan- 
ama Pacific Lines, through J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, announcements. Roll- 
er Derby renewed announcements 
for cne month, 


> 13 compared te July 6 
National 


Network _ ‘Lecal Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
8,530 4,121 °2,085 14,736 
9,240 4,263 2.187 15,690 

—7.6% —3.3% —4.6% —6% 


five half-hour 


L. A. Civic Council, 26 


through Dick Connor, 
programs. 


| quarter-hour programs. 





July ‘13 ‘compared to ‘July 6 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
10,643 12,217 1,761 24.621 
10,872 11,914 1,814 24,600 
—2% + 2.5% —2.9% + 0.09% 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KF WH, KBJ, 

“KMPC, KNX.) 





Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady 
agency partners, on first vacation 
since formed. Nelson to Cape Cod, 
Winslow (Tiny) Leighton, in Wis- 


j consin. 
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BURN 


EA OF WRG 
FILES PROTEST 


Thinks Radio Manufacturers 
Unfairly Neglect Broad- 
casting — Calls It Base of 
Their Prosperity—He At- 
tended Philco Meeting, 
Uninvited, And Got Plenty 


Incensed 


—__— 


WRITES N.A.B. 





GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 


Louisville, July 16. 

Apropos VARIETY'S ‘Bureau of 
Missing Business,’ in which have 
been discussed various types of busi- 
ness which were not using radio, 
such as department stores, etc., and 
attempting to analyze just why anc 
wherefore the various and sundry 
jines were not represented to any 
great extenl among those sponsoring 
radio programs, S. A. Cisler, genera) 
manager of WGRC, New Albany- 
Louisville, has become concerned by 
the comparative absence of radio re- 
ceiving set advertising on radio sta- 
tions, Recently a local radio dis- 
tributor (Philco) scheduled a sales 
promotion meeting for its dealers in 
this area. Cisler attended the con- 
fab, uninvited, and burned up plenty. 

During the course of the meeting. 
he observed that factory reps went 
inte great detail on the methods of 
merchandising, advertising, etc., dis- 
playing layouts and mats to be used 
in the campaign, and putting strong 


By 


emphasis on local newspapers in 
pushing the line. Nothing about 
radio. Yet, argues Cisler, each radio 


listener 2 potential purchaser cf 


a replacement set. 
Works Both Ways 


Cisler resolved that he would run 
some spot announcements, designed 
to be of service to radio set owners. 
His thought was that, if the dis- 
tributors and dealers could not be 
helped by radio advertising, then by 
the same reasoning, they could not 
be harmed by a simple announce- | 
ment, which might help the listener | 
and set owner to select the radio re- 
ceiver best adapted to his needs. He 
therefore formulated the following 
announcement, but before running it, 
wrote all local distributors calling 
attention to the announcement which 
he intended to run. The letter of 
transmittal follows: 


is 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a copy of an an- 
nouncement WGRC is ready to put 
on the air, 

I would appreciate any 
tions you may have from your own 
merchandising standpoint as to both 
the letter and the announcement 

We are setting up an office of Ta- 
dio information to pass out sugges- 
lions to listeners puzzled over what 
radio to buy. We do not feel that 
there has been the degree of co- 
operation between the manufactur- 
ers and the broadcasting industry 
that is warranted, and many sets on 


sugges- | 





amplifier of good quality. 

3. Don’t buy a radio on price of 
cabinet. 

4. When in doubt about any radio 
please call the chief engineer of 
WGRC. He will be glad to advise 
you what sets are good buys and 
which ones are not. 

WGRC SELLS NO RADIO SETS. 
We are only interested in seeing that 
every listener gets full value and 
buys a set that will not become ob- 
solete in a year. 

New developments in radio are 
coming along. Be careful of sensa- 
tional advertising. Check the facts. 
Call WGRC or write us. The in- 
formation is free. 

Immediately upon receipt of the 
lettér and copy of the announcement, 
reps of local distributors calied on 
| Cisler and asked him to withhold 





loudspeaker of sufficient size and an | 








airing the radio set stuff, saying it 
would be disastrous to their busi- 
ness. However, Cisler was unable to 
see eye-to-eye with them on that 
| point, and proceeded to write a let- 
|ter to Arthur Stringer, NAB. 
Washington, D. C., asking his 
opinion and filing an official expres- 
| sion of dissatisfaction. That's where 
| the matter now rests. 





Max Marcin Whodunits 
Replace Biow ‘Rhymo’ 


Philip Morris is replacing its Rhy- 
mo game on CBS Sunday nights 
(8:30-9) with a series by Max 
Marcin tagged ‘Crime Doctor.’ 

Listeners will 


participate in 





letter. Biow Co. is the agency. 





S UP AT SET-MAKERS 





South Americans Like Film Gossip: 


a 


Johnson Wax Shortwaves It on NBC 





WBZ Four Join Heidt 


Boston, July 16. 
The Smarties, WBZ quariet, heard 


| since last fall on the Jordan Marsh | 


Hour, have left that station to join! 
Horace Heidt’s Pot o’ Gold Show 
in Detroit. From there they continue | 


| 


a picture with the Heidt band. 


The quartet members are Donna | 


| short-waving to South America. 


Hollywood, July 16. 
‘Speaking of Glamour,’ Hollywood 
£0ssip program of Frances Scully, 
who doubles in NBC publicity, has 
been bought by Johnson wax for 
It’s 
first DX safe recorded here, although 


| with Heidt to Chicago and thence to film colony is supposedly among best 
First | the Coast where they will appear in| themes for Latins. 

of the whodunits will be aired Aug. 4. 
the 
guessing, with $50 paid for the best; Wood, George Jackson, Eddie Jones | 
‘and Jim O’Brien. 


Script is mailed weekly tc New 
York for translation into Spanish 
and narration on the beam out cof 
N.Y. to the Latin countries. 
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the 


market are quite unsuited for 
satisfactory service and have no 
provision for the new frequency 
modulation system which will be in 


use shortly. 
one of these 
Opportunity is allowed by the FCC 
rules and regulations. 

Please 
ceneral 


WGRC if applying for 


advise your reaction tk 
situation, 

Cordially, 

S. A. CISLER, 


General Manager. 


The announcement referred to in | 


the foregoing letter follows: 

Attention, listeners. Before you 
buy ANY SO-CALLED NEW RADIO 
SET for 1941 consider these points: 

1. Has it an attachment for fre- 
quency modulation? This new 
method of broadcasting will be, in 
Louisville soon. Don’t buy any radio 
without this facility. Sets without it 
Will be obsolete next year with the 
advent of frequency modulation. 

2. Avoid buying very small sets 
With poor quality of reproduction. 
Good reproduction involves a good 


stations as soon as the} 


the | 
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REPRESENTATI 


ISTENER’S 


; .. and brings them in to buy. That’ what a WLW advertising 
message does in Battle Creek. It’s only natural that The Nation’s 
Station should move merchandise ’way up there in Michigan, for 
it is a regular listening habit in Battle Creek just as it is in almost 





ANTS 


two score of other rich trading centers within its primary area. 
And local retailers in all of them are quick to climb aboard this 
band-wagon of clearly expressed consumer preference for WLW- 
advertised brands, 


VES: NEW YORK—TRANS- 


AMERICAN BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION 
















BATTLE CREEK, MICH. 


EIGHT hours from Cincinnati by train 
but split seconds by WLW. 


Population 1930 43,573 
Retail Sales 1939 $23,813, 000* 
Wholesale Sales _ 1939 $ 8,689,000* 
Per Cent of Nation’s Buying 

Power (Trading Area) -0848* 
Radic Homes 1938 (Calhoun Co.) 71,380 


*Fstimeted by Sales Management. 


CORP., CHICAGO —WLW— 230 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 





THE NATION'S 
most Werchundise-ablé 


STATION 
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26 RADIO REVIEWS R Y $0 ee ee 
. ~ ' ” ‘ L’ 7 Py ° 
‘ ' . ‘H-F NC ‘BATTLE OF MUSIC HIRE A HAL , 
MEST MS. MEES bent He Pet ene with Raymond Paige orchestra, Al- With Lee Grant Orchestra ped ~ gy Zack 
With Freak Reo@tish, doch Smart,/ ELDEsec. diana’ bert Spalding, Frankie Hyers, Joe Money-Raising Novelty | Artiretion 
Adelaide Klein, Doris Dudley, lan ‘The Gentleman from Indiana Venuti. Fredda Gibsen, Gordon | Sustaining | oca 
McAllister, John Mcintyre i +. Gifford | Monday, 7 p.m. . Tuesday . p.m 
Comedy Serial 3 s. Novelty WMCA, New Yor ky — 
30 Mins. . | Sustaining | se Deine WMCA broadeasts this one from | “MCA. Now Zeek 
LIFEBUOY (LEVER BROS.) Sees, See Bee. | Sustaining the auditorium at the Johns-Manville| , The one-time Good Will Court o¢ Li 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m. | WABT-CBS, Now York | Monday, 9 p.m. building on the New York World’s| 4: L. Alexander (who has since had to mi 
WABC-CBS, New York Following CBS’ Summer Forecast; waRC-CBS, New York ‘Fair grounds. Time is sold to sing- a program called A. L. Alexander's yatin: 
(William Esty) i|Number one, The wor beng ssele. | This was number one in the sum-_ ers and others (in fact, theoretically cat teak Wa Blown naa Na comp 
. rc co , ~ fo om +? z a : * pi = | J : 2 ¢ o 
Much confusion preceded the un- munate of 2 gg Ban oy en gh eres ween, Se = ito alleomers) at the rate of $3 ‘| Anthony have fostered, at Dead pand 
. . : ~1@ proug - & : rogram daepar > 3 a . » ra fi c ’ : MD yt 
veiling of this comic strip, and the || so a bit of acting packaged under ates as public auditions, with the | a ae the pe aes tone Flamm station, a conviction that analy 
initial installment (10) gave evidence the proposed label, “The American hope of selling all or any of them ee ee The donations |there’s gold in radio broadcasts of the 
xf the thing not yet being out of the Theatre.’ It is the sales slant of this | to sponsors ‘presumably to sponsors | go to the Red Crees | — ote ei — ings. Cer. pave 
woods. As it now stands, the script | oifering that the series, if and when /now on CBS, as CBS itself has few Here is an excellent production | — if ‘that the BA gery of hu- meth 
leans mostly in the direction of low- | sponsored, would draw upon Ameri-/ open time segments to sell anybody). | in te iniak on stunts which WJSV, | ae ated nel Beaman bs the bar, 
down slapstick for its laughs. It's|can literature relating to _ ae- | The ‘Battle of Bama — was | Washington and other local stations | dispute. has r strong. inhone Wi 
Maggie and Jiggs all over again, but velopment of the ‘way of life the} concocted by Raymon ae tro. | have used), but the initial presenta-| natural kind of drama. This may 12 
with latest carbon copy of ‘Bringing | pioneers founded and we must now | its choice by CBS as lead-off pro- | Dave Mord’, ve Meats y j Batul ° us May be Wine 
. ; hte, I . ae |tion was marred throughout by the/| admitted apart from any questior of 
Up Father’ going in for such toney qefend’ (to loosely quote a pre- gram in the series may underscore a od ‘es t carried | w  exploitati “+} wn Oo asse! 
ae ee. atk Oca al ars and call me : sialic , , on—anc lausible—that it’s|lack of class. It was not carrie | whether exploitation of the emotions ; 
C: bl _ yoy the sale lid yobe- . > tn Bay gg ae nt cone sollabie package of through with the necessary smart-/ and problems of ignorant and under. ~~ 
Spore na ssc py vty y ening stanza | March). Emerson Hougns ag Fo programs comprising ‘Fore-| ness. First of all the auspices/ privileged people is a contribution ing 
that emerged from the opening stanza | wagon,” Owen Wister’s “The Vir-| the 14 programs , 'brought in the Peters Sisters, a pro-|to good radio, good democracy or had 
had to do with an episode in moun- | ,i,i4n’ James Cooper’s ‘The Deer- | cast. | donee 1 tri id Ella Shields Loe | good taste ; oe reali 
tain-climbing eostaatarenr ye) eaten slayer. are among the pencilled-in| While the jazz versus opere sort ee ee ‘vient hy &- “o 2 night | Taher. Gout! 2id. on ite initial Boy: 
3 roof and the expected finish to this orks lof thing has been exploite in| —— > : ae b+ ’ + 
gaz situation, the pompous instructor aa “tt Hous a ee oN a ae J and elsewhere in the past, | club, Allen Prescott, too, ere to | gene A. nascar he coe mig! 
going absent-minded and taking a James ciaainan a fr, Indiana’ | the Paige version is bright and lively | be a guest m.c. for the plug. It was a ye er gl oA ase Was 
prattfall to the ground. | rected The Gent omen —- = and a modern commodity. This is | audience participation on a basis of ty age \ a & week 
a ‘ te straight of Booth Tarkington’s list. It un-| 39° 4 due to the basic conception | pre-arrangement. Or sounded that clerk-janitor for a Stationery-candy D 
ee eoala aalltien ya /rolled satisfacto.ily, but was pretty | na nylon and the production tight. | way, which is equivalent to the fact. | Store ot soe ee — 9 ae ann 
ened out i . . ‘ , = : ic s - _— : “ee " P e es ishmen as ¢ 
; . routine ‘plot’ fom radio at this late k } ovided a| The program was noisy. No other | OF 50 from U - Case pres 
ceptable family fare. Particularly, | | te. Romantic stuff was played up | George Faulkner has provi y a. im an Se f| had a certain everyday, down-to. jus 
with the kids, if the stress continues | 22°- Bow | splendid script, socky in clarity and | word can characterize the blare o th h ity about it. And . — 
os terization, but funda- | . ; : n ;| ear umanity ut it. And there 
to be laid on going boom and other | for —— te th din editor | punctuated throughout with polite on a> raat Geter. wee was comedy in that the falling out a 
such difficult figments of the imagi- | ™entally it was the crusading ed |comedy touches. He and George | especially bad routining to announce) oy ean employee and empl Uni 
nation. The plots and characters, |28ainst the crooked R better. | Zachary, who directed, showed them-!|the program, give a hint of its See tae - . te hat toe 
judging from the introductory chap- Edward G. Robinson does it better. | seives a tidy team—there were nojnature, then launch into an inter- clerk-janitor wheel the baby acauan L 
ter, will be easily recognizable to Considered as run-of-mill radio| loose ends, a remarkable accomplish- | minably prolonged bit of unmoni- the block. The clerk went to arbi. mas 
even the lowest stratum of listener.| drama, the sample was professional.| ment for an audition performance. tored, unmelodious jive. Older people | ear re sag a $200 bonus allegedly wai 
In the family of the henpecked Mor- It would probably get its due shate| The surprise of the program is|to some extent would be automatic- | gue him from his ex-boss. - Sho 
timer Meek there's a brother-in-law of listeners, the number swollen by | Albert Spalding, a virtuoso on the | ally eliminated by the music. As the testimony unfolded, the Ezr 
(Jack Smart), parasitic, wisecrack-| the name talent. But as a case of | violin, who is the advocate of the| The notion is droll of having ama- | controversy took on amusing’ side Joh 
ing and coddted by Meek’s shrewish getting to the grassroots of mid-| classical viewpoint. He has a pleas-|teurs pay for the privilege of being | jights, Additional drama was pro- stat 
wite (Adelaide Klein). Peggy, the | western Americanism it made the} ant voice and reads lines with sur-|heard on the air. Doubtful if the| yigeg by the two guest attorneys 
daughter (Doris Dudley). is sympa-j| passes rather than achieved the | prising felicity. Paige got excited | buying of extra musicians will mean who quibbled about rules of eyi- " 
thetic to the old man. Meek has a) substance. Land. about him when Spalding was heard | much. And it may confuse. The pro-| dence, although Zack kept reitera- I 
crony (lan McAllister) who likes to| some time ago on ‘Information,! gram will be as good or as bad as ting that arbitration ignores court- vie 
fish, and for the pompous guy with _ ’ Please.’ It was good showmanship |the way it’s run, and it was run in room rules of what is or is not ad- the 
the silkhat there’s the father of ‘STATION EZRA and good fun when Spalding offered slovenly fashion during the first try.| missable. There was one clash that pes 
Peggy's boy friend, as played by With Pat Barrett, Cliff Seubier, Fran a lush concert hall solo to be fol- That Lewis Brown. president of | was pretty sharp, if on the level, pre 
Joha McIntyre. None of the per- Allison lowed, challenge style, by hot cat-| Johns-Manville in an interpolated; and the auspices insist the whole 
formances is especially inspired, and | Comedy gut-agitator Joe Venuti. Meantime. | talk, three times referred to ‘WMAC’ | proceedings are strictly mccoy, un- 7 
that's in keeping with the theme, set  3®@ Mins. . the swingeroos were defended by | need not be taken too seriously, ex-| rehearsed and unstaged. Sti: 
of characters and general scripting. p Pia gr peeing Frankie Hyers. a fugitive from 52d cept that it seemed typical of the Whether this sort of exposure of : 
On the other hand the director, Don | - . ae. p.m. week street, and so described. , lack of quality production super-| working conditions and wages (80 m' 
Bernard, paradoxically has done a EA -NBC, New - 7 , The patter of the highbrow against | vision. The cheapness of the night| hours a week for $15) of the lowest res 
skilful job with the materials at ‘Station E-Z-R-A’ (Esty) is now the patter of the jivist forms the | e1yb tieups practically tarnished the| income level contributes, as claimed, ag 
hand. ; ._| sponsored by R. J. Reynolds. Super-| novelty foundation of the programs.| whole stunt, the failure to draw out | to ‘better understanding’ in the sense 
Those concerned with the series ficially, it's an odd choice for the! ]t allows Paige to pivot on the any ‘real spontaneous comedy, the| suggested is dubious. Thé high- ] 
had no little difficulty getting set on furtherance of Camel sales, but pos- | podium, now directing the fine mu- awkwardnesses of collecting the | Sounding ideals of arbitration enua- su 
the title of the show and the first | sibly reflects a plan to pick up Off- | sic stuff, then the melody-destroyers. money and lairedwmeion the oe “ /ciated at the program's start were - 
name of the central character. | the-path listeners. Pat Barrett (from | a4 tenor, Gordon Gifford, is in the and the general meanin a Do ot in sharp contrast to the rather 
Among the latter proposed but aban- | Chicago) continues to operate the | conservatory tradition, while Fredda Coe Phec de oeeasiaadlges sae a |nasty questions put to the litigants re 
doned was Eustice and Algernon. As | mythical ‘powerful little five-watter | Gipson is the torcher. Here again pn t i we t: any a wes! t ‘| by the guest counsel, and the gen- sa 
for the title it had been previously down in Rosedale.” It's a quaint | the contrasts make for amusement. | * ag a spe ag mnnUses | eral tendency to ascribe the lowest 
announced first as “The Adventures | notion, this good-natured spoofing of | All in all, it adds up as good radio Te yo Segoe — , | motives on both sides. The lawyers 
of Mortimer Meek’ and then as ‘The | a hick radio station and has in the spoofing, an orchestra show with a| oes — = Land. did most of the talking, the arbi- be 
Life of Mortimer Meek.’ This makes past produced some good chuckles. | aveieetion formula that is practical | , ——— ” trators very little. Lawyer-like 81 
63, the Esty agency’s second alliance First program on the NBC red Sat- | and essentially no tax on compre- DRESS REHEARSAL eagerness to win the case rather than fo 
with a family comic strip, the other | urday (13) at 10 p.m. was spotty, | hension. ' Land. |= Mins.-Local get at the fairness or justice was far 
— er (Camel). notably in the burlesque quiz biz. | oe . more prominent during the hour than eS 
“Meet Mr. eek’ doubles on the! With the Hebe dialect angle also | ursday, 9:30 p.m. the asserted, but undemonstrated, 
plug from Lifebuoy soap to Lifebuoy | close to the danger line, although it F i| U C t KPO, San Francisco wisdom of the arbitrators (Zack plus 
shaving cream, with Dan Seymour | was vague enough to perhaps escape. 0 ow- D ommen Re ay igs around NBC who has a, two changing guests each Tuesday). 
as the salesman at the mike. The Land. }, Plot in his system can work it out} This threw the whole moral proposi- 
39ap copy emphasizes the B.O., extra- —— alsin }on this stanza. Most of the urge to | tion out of focus, especially as a full 
refreshing and hot weather angle, _ |  G. W. Johnstone, radio director of | date has come from producers, al-} hour's attention to the program 
while for the shaving cream the Esty | soap plug is the background voice pemocratic National Committee, in a though Announcer Bill Wood and | brought to the listeners this thud- 
aszency borrows a bit of palaver from | that tolls oit the temperature re-| CBS interview with Announcer|Jim Pool of the press department like disappointment: ‘Tune in next 
its Camel copy, namely, you get a| ports of various cities throughout the | James Fleming, from  Chicago| have each delivered an airable opus. week for the decision of the arbitra- 
‘zing and a lift’ from using the prod-| country. It’s the only original touch! stadium. said there had been ‘tre- Not a workshop half-hour, spot 1s| tors’ is cay e least. is not 
24 g p I Stad ’ ; ) tors.” This, to say th ast, 
uct. Something different during the | throughout the 30 minutes. Odec. | mendous improvements in technique’ purely a release for pent-up scripts, playing fair with the listeners 
'of broadcasting a national swage if ae . all, Py wad caught | All of the foregoing comment may 
eo convention since he worked the 1924 /| was titled ‘Hot Ice’ and flowed from | pe beside the point, which is to pro- 
Democratic conclave in old ——— | brain of Fred Hegelund, production vide a cheap oe of natural con- 
Square Garden. Johnstone stated his| manager. Thin Man idea revealed|troversy suitable for sponsorship. 
‘ job then—it was his second national | novel twist in having killer prove The chances are this program will 
convention but the first air-covered/|to be gal masquerading as a male, ! be acceptable to thee lower LQ 
YOURS—ON A SILVER PLATTER —was to ‘publicize’ Graham Mc- | although plot develooment via banter | levels. It is at least as plausible as 
Namee and to feed him copy on | between private dick and sophisti- | other courts of its kind. 
color, etc.’ Johnstone remarked that} cated secretary emerged somewhat The picture of humanity which 
den toy the ene yp sem "In | gy is used as break-in for [Seen eee wees ae ee gy 
- > “ ‘ > S t -1 ( and. 
T Mu t A which ‘we found ourselves.’ Started PR: of. talent, hopefuls being au- |) — . - 
‘with a budget for 10 days,’ and | ditioned for roles. Couple of top . 
wound up by it being ‘knocked silly,’ | spots usually carried by pros, in this | listening standpoint, grab-bag drama 
more monev due to convention running three |case Monty Mohn and Ann Loos, to|also holds prospects of the unex- 
- weeks. |keep things from bogging. As a/| pected. Easy enough to move on if 
macnn |show-case for mining writing and latest offering doesn’t catch fancy 
Percy Faith, as guest conductor of | dramatic talent, it's O.K. From a! Wern. 
i P the Carnation Milk Company’s ‘Con- | ———— | 
0 3 L N D tented Program’ over the NBC-Red, | 
turned in an impressive musical | NOW! WHILE VACATIONISTS ADD $15,090,000 
period in the lush style he developed | ’ y 
ai . 7 en as a CBC leader in Toronto. Faith | TO SOUTHERN COL Do’ 
Year in and year out, the prosperous WTIC comes to the Carnation program | ORADO’S PURCHASING POWER 
’ . et ’ with an excellent reputation built | 
market ranks with the nation’s best. The through these pick-ups. He injected | 
latest figures show this grand market more new lights and colorings to the Car- | 
nation symphonic orchestra, giving |} 
than ever at the top of the heap today. it a virility and vivacity that it for- | 
merly showed only spasmodically. | 
Last year, for instance, the 420,895 families in Has caught the basic aim and spirit 
eae of this long-lived program and 
our primary area alone had—and spent— showed a shrewd musical insight as 
$14.3 f: ty f , | to the type of musical construction 
Yo more money per family for consump- that will be universally pleasing. | 
| ° ° > ’ - 
tion goods than the national average.* Their ie 
~* ‘1 Sinan austin ts md tl : = Louis Armstrong, on ‘We, The * 
per family purchases even topper le remain- People’ told a touchingly humen E ie 
der of better-than-average New England by Story of receiving a battered, old 3 
} ey cornet as a Christmas present when . 
10.9%! ' he was a boy in a New Orleans q i i 
orphan asylum, of its starting him on ae RCBS LIST 3 
Here’s a market that can and will buy your the way re musical fame, — a : : 
. ae . 7 annual ‘hristmas visit, with 1e as =" ee 
product—lots of it. WTIC gives you this big, band, to the institution, where he Evenings—Lese Earned Discounts 
. ons : resents the cornet he has playec 
convenient, billion-dollar market literally oa the nant ouue, . = th 4 likeliest a 
e . " ’ ster Negro jazzist, introduced as . oe 
a silver platter! | ‘Satchel Mouth,’ read his script with | ° bogs rp: ... Coverage from unprecedented low cost of $50 per 
, }an earnestness, sincerity and within the rich Colorado Springs i scounts earned 
*National Resources Committee naturalness that Panioherad ” 100%. | ‘ P S evening hour less discounts ear 
; i Pe °- | and Southern Colorado market .. . is Daytime rates are even lower! For 
**Printers’ Ink Market Explorations | Sieees with & hot tune. md 
led | ed | now available to CBS advertisers details of this amazing buy, ask 
| Edmund Taylor, CBS’ Paris-that-| using the Mountain Group at the CBS or The Katz Agency, Inc. 
| Was correspondent, has arrived in| 
; the United States, and he told about | 
’ Viele 30,000 j it most absorbingly in one of the 
WATTS ul aeek, The chllonee oc Pecae KVOR dial, Oprings 
~p- ST” FORA BIG JOB IN THE BIG SOUTHERN NEW ENC due to the weakening of morale and } 
ne Ae sit a a ee sis shh 2a confusion and defeatism, was con- el 
| firmed. He thought the morale in CBS Station for Southern Colorado | 
England was ae and hearten- THE OKLAHOMA PuaLisHinG Co. *€ THe OKLAHOMAN AND TIMES 
ing by contrast, bu hoped the Ger- Tue Farmer-Stockman ® WKY, Oxcanoma Ciry ® KLZ. Denver 
song Bong not stage the raid during (Affiliated Management) Rereesenteo sy THe KATZ AGENCY, INC. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Lucky Strike Hit Parade (CBS) of last Saturday night (13) was the first 
to make use of the revised system for surveying the data upon which the 





ratings are based. Greater weight is now being given to best sellers, as | 


compilec 
pand leaders. Lordé & Thomas, agency on the account, reported that an 


analysis of the differences produced by the new system as compared to 
the old showed the juxtaposition was actually negligible. 
pave been No. 4 became No. 3, while Nos. 5, 6 and 7, under the new 
method, became the Nos. 7, 6 and 5 tunes. 


When Lum and Abner and Andy Devine failed to appear on the Roma 
Wine quiz and interview show over 38 Mutual stations from S. F. Fair (6) 
assembled and air fans were told it was because they had been forced to 
make extra appearances in the California Coliseum where they were do- 
jng a four-day stand. What really happened is that although guest shot 


i from jobbed and retailer sources, and none at all to requests of | 


What would | 


nad been announced a week before and confirmed in writing, comics didn’t | 
realize until last minute type of product sponsoring the half-hour stanza. | 
Boys reportedly balked on grounds affiliation with the mellow beverage | 


might not be so sweetly accepted by their followings. 
Dr. James Rowland Angell, educational counsellor of NBC at 25G’s per 
annum, is. 


| $9,500,000 in Victor, it was decided | 
according to a recent biographical sketch of him mailed to the | 


press, an honorary member of The Order of the Past Participle, an ex- | 


clusive company of one-time college and university presidents who con- | 


tinue to function actively after retirement. Angell formerly headed Yale 


University. 

Life mag in its July 15 issue gives WLS, Chicago, plenty of attention by 
way of an article and picture. 
Showmanship Makes WLS Leading Farm Station’. Photos include Uncle 
Ezra, star of the Barn Dance, in a flannel nightshirt, Staff Preacher Dr. 
John Holland baptizing a baby over the air and a square dance on the 
station's ‘Home Talent Barn Dance’. 


Mrs. Wendell Willkie was induced to go on KLZ-KVOR for an inter- 


view iast Thursday (11) from the Broadmoor hotel, Colorado Springs, after | 
the Republican candidate’s wife had consistently turned down mike ap- | 


pearances in the east. Wauhillau Lahay, who handles the ‘Woman's Angle’ 
program for the stations, did the inducing and interviewing. 


Tor Hollonquist, of Stockholm, Sweden, is a new aide of Dr. Frank 


Stanton at CBS. Statistical chap spent three years in U. S. originally on} 
a Swedish government grant, dividing this time between a magazine, a} 


research house and a university. Before returning to Sweden some time 
ago he arranged to return and join CBS. 

NBC has the jump on CBS in the release of the results of a listener 
survey on all counties as obtained through a mail check. Columbia has 
been working on one of its own for some time, but it won't have the thing 
ready for release until September. CBS claims that before launching the 
study it did a lot of preliminary testing. 

WCCO, Minneapolis, has to date pulled over 44,000 requests for a joke 
book that the Northrup King seed and feed account offered during its 7 
limerick 


It’s all captioned, ‘Hayseed Humor and | 


| Shortly thereafter 


| based on 
| dissolved in 1934, that the company 


VICTOR ASKS DISMISSAL 


Stockholder Suit Alleges 
Stock Manipulation 


The Victor Talking Machine Co. 
applied to the N. Y. supreme court 





1928-32 


Monday (15) to dismiss a_ stock- | 
holder suit against it, General 
Electric, Westinghouse Electric, 


NBC, RCA, and 30 officers and di- 
rectors of RCA. Action which seeks 


hundreds of millions of dollars in 
damages, charges waste and mis- 
management, and is being brought | 


by 12 minority stockholders of RCA. 

Victor is included in the second 
cause of action. It is charged that 
General Electric, Western Electric 
and RCA in 1928 decided to pur- 
chase the stock of Victor, and RCA 
effected the sale for 
Prior to the sale, it is alleged the 
directors of these companies traded 
in Victor’s stock greatly 
its market value. After investing 
to re-sell the company’s stock which 
was done in 1932 for $32,000,000. 
the stock was 


| greatly written down, and the three | 
of | 
Victor for several years without pay- | 


purchasers thus had the assets 
ing anything for them, it is charged. 
An accounting is sought. 

The request for a_ dismissal is 
the fact that Victor was 


is not located in N. Y. state, thus 
precluding supreme court jurisdic- 
tion, and that no relief is sought 
against it. 


Wichita Falls Gets G.A. 
Wichita Falls, Tex., July 16. 

Station WKFT, here, was given 
the go-ahead signal by the Federal 
Communications Commission to in- 
stall a new transmitter, a directional 
antenna, and increase power from 
250 watts night. one kw. day to one 
kw. night and five kw. days. 

Station operates on 620 kilocycles, 
unlimited time. 








WNOX, Knoxville, has launched a 
new educational series, ‘WNOX 
Summer School,’ on a daily schedule 
with Kenneth E. Huddleston as the 
director. University of Tennessee 
and several Government 


$22,500,000. | 


inflating | 
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San Francisco—So that Dave Young, KHJ, Los Angeles, announcer, 
could attend the San Francisco exposition Don Lee shifted a commercial, 
Dr. John Hiss Clinics, to this area. KFRC ran a line to a local clinie, 
with Young carrying on his interviews with patients while the doc did the 
bone twisting. The program, 30 minutes of patter in which patients de- 
scribe their aches and subsequent gratitude, was for the occasion given a 
state-wide release. 





| Duluth—WEBC’s staff announcer, DeAlton Neher, while covering the 

| Goodman Wonder Shows, took a dare and rode a midget auto around the 
wall of a almost perpendicular motordrome with a lion seated beside him. 
He kept broadcasting throughsut the ride. 





Amarillo, Texas—The light atop the KGNC antenna mast has been named 
the Don McNeil (Breakfast Club m.c.) Beacon by John Ballard and citi- 
zens of this community. Beacon was dedicated by shooting off a shotgun 
shell loaded with bacon and toast. 


' —_—_— — 
| 


Miami—As part of exploitation campaign launched by WKAT to cele- 
brate affiliation with NBC blue Monday (15), 50 New York and Chicago 
ad execs were dispatched white cages containing live blue kittens, with 
attached card reading, ‘The KAT goes blue’. 

Kittens cost $10 apiece and were dyed blue with non-injurious chemical. 


| Lineela.—Kenneth Golden, former KOIL radio singer, has been feud- 
ing with the undertakers of Nebraska of which profession he’ is now a 
member. They object to him singing free when requested to do so by 
relatives of the deceased. This is unethical says the trade association. 

‘Is it more ethical,’ answered the former radioite, ‘to charge the family 
$10 for a singer but only give $2.50 to the singer?’ 

Judge ruled in favor of Golden. 


New Bedford, Mass.—Maybe it’s his front name that gets ‘em. Mavbe 
it's. just the trend of the times. Francisco Olivera, who conducts the 
| Portuguese Hour locally, got two fan letters this week, both addressed: 
‘Dictator, Portuguese Hour, Station WNBH.’ 





Test: Are You Awake? OLD WBZ TRANSMITTER 
rascola m1, uy 16, _ AS AN FCC MONITOR 


WDZ is testing a five to six a.m. | 
' program, which it started several | 
weeks ago, to find out whether the | 
period has commercial possibilities. | 
The device is inexpensive giveaways 
such as artists picture, with the ap- 
peal direct mostly to listeners in the | 
more distant areas. 

The pre-dawn hour is filled with 
hillbilly entertainment, popular mu- 





Boston, July 16. 


WBZ, now back in the hands of 
| its original manager, Westinghouse, 
will open its new 50,000-watt trans- 
mitter in Hull, Mass., July 27. 

After the new station has been 
put in operation the present trans- 
mitter in Millis, Mass., will be taken 
over by the FCC fox moni-~ 


am. ‘Almanac of the Air’. With each request for the gag and agencies use as a 
folio has come either a Northrup King label or sales slip. are cooperating. sic and news. toring post. 
eo : — —— = —— ST —————_—_— — — - | 
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For more information ebout WBBM, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales: New York, Detroit, St. Louis, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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Payroll Traffic 
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Boston—Eddie Lee, WEEI singer , brought into WBBM-Columbia here 
and emcee, joined WBZ staff Monday.| as new promotion man. Formerly 
He will handle an early morning with the Register & Tribune in Des 
stint called ‘Breakfast in Bedlam.’ Moines. 

Kay Ivers, local night club singer, 
is also a new WBZ staffer, being 
heard thrice weekly. 











Wichita, Kan.—-Vic Rugh, an- 
nouncer formerly with KMOX, St. 
Louis, joined KFBI as sportscaster. 








Salt Lake City—Gene Halliday is 
added to the KSL Production staff 
—formerly of sales staff, same sta- 
tion. 


Utica, N. ¥.—Michael Carlo, for- 
merly writer and announcer for 
Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady 
agency, is now with WIBX. 

San Antonio.—KABC staff has 
Beatrice Berry and Hardy Harvey 
in seies staff. Harvey comes from 
KBdT, Big Springs, Texas. 


Troy, N. ¥.—Cecil Walker is now 
handling publicity as well as some 
announcing for WTRY. Andy Kin- 
backer continues as news editor. 








Toledo, O.—Anita Carvalho, for- 

i merly with WTOL, Toledo, becomes 
director of women’s programs at 
WOOD, Grand Rapids, Mich., after 
Aug. 10. 

) Carl Nelson, announcer, has been 
named chief announcer at WTOL. 
Bernard Young has been added to 

i the announcing staff. 


Miami—Phil Harris, former KYW, 
Philadelphia, sports gabber, pinch- 
hitting for vacationing Jack Kofoed 
on WIOD'’s Pabst newscast. 





J. Manookian 
relations job at 
Marjorie Spriggs 


Boston — Stephen 
steps into public 
WORL, replacing 
who went to the 
press department. 





Chicago—Stanley Levey. former! 
with saies on WIND, Gary-Ch 
4 


i added to local sales staff of W 
Chicago. 





Lethbridge, Alta.—Fred McDowell, 
¥f CJOC, has left for British Colum- 
bia to become Okanagan representa- 
tive for General Foods. 





Chicago—King Parks 














New York—Tom A. Hudson joined 
WMCA announcing staff. Formerly 
chief announcer of KFJZ, Ft. Worth, 
and introduced Elliott Roosevelt on 
the latter’s programs. 





Pittsburgh—Two vacancies created 
recently on WWSW announcers’ staff 
have been filled by a couple of new- 
comers to radio, Robert Cochrane, of 
Stubenville, O., and Roger Mc- 
Govern, of Pittsburgh. They are re- 
placing Bob Merryman, who shifted 
_to a berth at KDKA last week, and 

Ollie O’Toole, recently signed by 
Horace Heidt to double as a mimic 
in latter’s stage show and as a spieler 

on his ‘Pot o’ Gold’ program. 





Denver.—Hugh B. Terry, manager 


as commercial manager; 
Sproul, program manager KDKA, to 
KLZ as production manager: Wau- 
billau, LaHay, formerly of WHB and 
KVOR, back to KLZ as continuity 
editor; Mark Screiber, 
nouncer, and Earl Ferguson, added 


formerly on KOIN, a new newscaster 
on KLZ, and added to the news staff 
'at KLZ is W. M. Harrison, Jr., whose 





Oklahoman-Times, Oklahoma City. 














New York—Marjorie Duhan joined 
WOR program department as secre- 
tary to Mitchell Benson. 
the Yale Drama school, she was a 
scripter for WICC, New Haven. She 
replaces Lucille Brophy. Latter is 
wife of Ranald MacDougall, 
staff writer. 

Temporary announcers 
the staff for the summer at WOR 
include Robert Colby, formerly a 
| junior announcer at NBC, and Frank 


Something NEW! 


on the Blue 


WJHP 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
250 WATTS — 1290 K.C. 


% 24-hour Associated Press News Service 
... 18 newscasts per day. 


added to 




















* Only Jacksonville station with affiliated 
newspaper ... shows and artists will be 
publicized daily inthe JACKSONVILLE 
JOURNAL. 


* WJHP’s 1290 Kilocycles is a regional 
frequency (giving better coverage)—and 
is located on the dial between the other 
two Jacksonville stations. 


VACKSONVILLE 
FLORIDA 





H. G. WELLS, JR., General Manager 
Represented nationally by JOHN H. PERRY ASSOCIATES 
WM. K. DORMAN, Manager, 225 West 29th St., NEW YORK CITY 
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WBZ and WBZA | 


| of KVOR, Colorado Springs, to KLZ | 
Derby | 


sports an-| 


to KLZ sales staff; Henry B. Thorpe, | 


dad is managing editor of the Daly | 


While at} 


NBC | 


| tortuous financial! dealings of KGKB| radio’s off 


| Commissioner George Henry Payne | 


, Dunne, formerly at WJRD, Tusca- | 
| Joosa. | 


Hamilton, Ohio, Station 
Is Sorta Mysterious 


CAPE COD GAIS ; 
CET A TIME 
EXTENSION 


| 

Salt Lake City—Edward McCal-| 

; lum, formerly manager of KYA, San | 
Francisco, and more recently man- | Hamilton, O., July 16. 
ager of the Salt Lake City Branch! Aprticles of incorporation filed by | 
of KLO (Ogden), is now with KUTA, | jocal attorneys last week in behalf 
this city. 





| of Butler Broadcasting Co., first clue 
of radio station to be established 
here. 

Oscar Kronenberg, who came here 
from New York to look after de- 
itails of incorporation, left town in 
a cloud of reticence and local attor- 
neys maintain Sphinx-like attitude. 


Milwaukee—Conrad Rice, former 
manager of station WJMC at Rice | 
Lake, Wis., now at WEMP as news- 
caster. 





Washington, July 16. 

Debut of two women radio station 
| operators—Helen W. MacLe!lan and 
| Harriett M. Alleman, of Osterville 
Mass., was postponed last week 
|when modification of construction 
| permit was granted by the Federal 
;Communications Commission. In. 
| stead of the July 1 opening, the Cape 
|Codders will be permitted to hold 
‘up the proceedings until Oct. 1. 

| Novelty of a transmitter—Wwocgp 
;—under complete petticoat-rule hag 
| not been crossed off the books, Com- 


Vancouver—Two more have been 
added to the staff of the Canadian MPR PE ee! 
Broadcasting Corp., at its Vancouver 
offices. Jack Peach, formerly staff 


announcer at CBR and also connect- | TRADE COMMISH SIZES 
ed with dramatic work, has been ap- | UP RADIO COMMERCIALS 





pointed director of special events for 
B. C. division. William J. Herbert, | a 

former announcer, has been penciled Washington, July 16. 
m % handle news broadcasts and | Further data on the investigation 
also publicity. /of radio, newspaper and magazine 
ay advertising conducted by the Radio 
and Periodical Division of the Fed- 


San Antonio—New faces at KABC 


. ; ; + 
include Bill Brazil and Travis Ca- aceh Stele Chantiain anne ee mish declared. The ladies are merely 
. . . < > > . ‘ . P 
veniss behind the microphones; June | noneieih Sede <408). to dea Ghat being given an extension of time in 
en i ‘ontinuity department; | 9-°> a ie a ie Se o make preparations 
Hagen in the continuity dey 22.2°, of 15,390 radio continuities | hich t e preparations for their 


air i > Traffic department : big moment. Station, operating 
Mary Blair in the Ti affic — : broadcast by nation-wide networks, operating on 
and Wyman Ramsey in the Sales de- | 











/examined during the first six 1210 ke. with 250 watts, will be lo- 
partment. months of 1989, were ‘marked and cated at Yarmouth, on the Cape. 
ae referred for further investigation.’ ———— 
Philadelphia—B. A. McDonald. 4, earlier release (April 13) 
former member of WFIL sales staff, analyzed the situation by percent- PETER PANDA 
was appointed to KYW sales force} 446; without giving total quantity | “Only One of His Kind in Amertea” 
last week by Griffith B. Thompson, of doghoused radio ads, magazine 
sales manager. He succeeds Jack De-| ads and newspaper ballyhoo. 
Russy, transferred to NBC’s New) {, a, 334,532 commercial radio 


York office. 
Mort Lawrence is relief announcer 
at WFIL during vacation period. 
Arnold Nygren has been appointed 
permanent chief engineer at WFIL. 
He has been acting chief since the 


iS 
resignation of Frank V. Becker six 
months ago. 4 


continuities were ogled by the Trade 
Commission during the first half of 
1939, it was stated this week. Me- 
dium-powered regional  stations— 
airing 150,192 of the programs sus- 
pected by FTC sleuths—got off with 
the remarkedly low percentage of 
3.3 on programs held for further in- 
= | vestigation. 
Louisville — New additions to 


WGRC, New Albany-Louisville staff 
are Gene Ferguson, salesman and 
m.c. for an early morning participa- 
tion show. Ferguson comes to the 
station from a sales post at WCSC. 
| Charleston, S. C. Addition to the an- 
nouncing staff is John Conrad, form- 
erly with WSAI. 

D. E. Kendrick has appointed I. 








~ Jack Stewart's Contract 


Kansas City, July 16. 
Jack. Stewart, general manager of 
station KCMO, has a pact to 
continue for five years in his present 
capacity. Deal was negotiated with 





new 


PIONEER 


: ® Founded in 1922, CKAC—~Amer- 
Heaton as manager of his WINN,! Tom L. Evans, station president, and']._, ‘ : 
|new station atop the Tyler Hotel.| Lester E. Cox, vice-president. It || ‘#’S Pioneer French transmitter 
Wayne Hatchett, engineer, has re-| had been in negotiation since June is THE radio station in Mon- 
turned to Kansas City, and William 1, but was completed last week. | treal and the Province of Quebec, 
Lowery has taken over full operating | Since Aug. 1, 1939, when he joined 


: yhere % t lati 
duties. Morland Murphy has been |the station, Stewart has been work- " [we i (oe 


made production manager of the sta-|ing under a month to month ar- speaks French. 

tion, and W. C. Sedgwick, formerly | rangement. ®@ A pathfinder in this UNIQUE 
| with WGRC, is new on the announc- Concurrent with the announce- 

| 


ing staff. bilingual region 18 
CKAC has more listeners and 
sells more time, goods and serv- 
ices than any other station in its 


listening area. 


; for years, 
|}ment of Stewart's contract Clarence ; 


| Brazeal, business manager, stated 
that the closing of the KCMO fiscal 
year May 31 showed an increase of 
41% in volume of business over the 
previous year. Increase was garnered 
in 10 months since Aug. 1. In first 
| six months of 1940 station has writ- 


9 |ten $140,000 worth of business 
against $79.000 total volume for 1939. 
| Month of May, 1939, was also the 


| largest month’s biz in the history of 


STATION OFF <=: 


Before joining KCMO Stewart was 
| phia, from 1935 to 1939. 


sales director of WFIL, Philadel- 
Wilder WTRY Is Growing 
KGKB, Tyler, Texas, was muted Troy, N. Y., July 16. 
last . when the Federal Com-| WTRY, which Harry A. Wilder put 
munications Commission tentatively} on the air April 15 as Troy’s first 
affirmed its revocation order against | commercial station, has jumped the 
| the transmitter. One of seven Texas | number of accounts from 10 at start 
| stations under ‘control’ of Rev. James} to about 80. 

G. Ulmer, former Texas minister, the | has been steady during 


Increase 

season and pace will 
| probably be accelerated with com- 
ing of the fall. U 





Cincinnati—David G. Taft, sor of 
| the owner of WKRC, has joined the 
station’s sales promotion staff. His 
brother, Hulbert, Jr., is the general 
manager. ® Follow the leader—reach the 
RICHEST single market in Can- 
ada thru CKAC, 

“Only One of Its Kind tn America” 


CRAC 


MONTREAL 


“Canada’s Busiest Station” 


A CBS Affiliate 











Washington, July 16. 





week 





} were unscrambled last April when 


. 8. Rep.: JOS. H. McGILLVRA 








;and George Porter, assistant FCC 
general counsel, held hearings on the 








station’s alleged misdoings on the 
| home grounds, 
In a 16-page proposed finding, 


Commish concluded that Ulmer had 
‘falsely reported. ..from time to time’ 
| the ownership of 256 shares of capi- 
tal or voting stock in the East Texas 
Broadcasting Co., licensee of KGKB, 


Livel 
S * este: AF 


| belonging to Mrs. Minnie B : 
Ulmer, his wife. Actually, it was WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 
stated, Ulmer controlled and exer- ‘ ° 
cised voting rights in 1,000 shares of tw the : 
| the papers—even though it was 
| stated that 256 shares were ‘voted 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
MARKET 


Representati 
JOHN BLAIR MALE DOU The 
Salt Lake City 


| personally’ by Mrs. Ulmer. 
| ‘It should be noted here, however, 
| that Ulmer’s alleged ‘errors,’ insofar | 
as they indicate that Mrs. Ulmer | 
owned and voted certain shares of | 
stock, were consistently made,’ the} 
FCC pointed out. ‘Such consistency | 
does not denote carelessness on UI-! 
mer’s part, but indicates rather that | 
he exercised caution to conceal vital | 
facts from this Commission.’ | 








Seattle delegation to Vancouver, | 
B. C. Pacific Coast Advertising Club | 
Association last week: ‘Tubby’ | 
Quilliam and Archie Morton, KIRO; | 
Pete Lyman, Hugh Feltis, Birt 


& COMPANY 





CHICAGO — DETROIT — ATLANTA PHILADELPHIA 








‘ KOMO-KJR. 


Fisher and Florence Morrell of 
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WEIL, PHILLY, 
HAS UNIQUE 
TIEUP 


Philadelphia, July 16. 


with an eye toward next month 
when new frequencies become effec- 
tive and many householders will be 
compelled to have their radio Sets 
overhauled, Station WFIL on Friday 
(12) closed a deal with the Phila- 
delphia Radio Service Men's Asso- 
ciation, whereby the 75 members of 
the group are to plug WFIL ex- 
clusively while contacting their cus- 
tomers. In return the station will 
give the repair men gratis advertis- 
ing via the air and other media. 

The agreement stipulates that 

L provides: 

7 ee weekly program (15 to 30 
minutes) with station to pay for | 
time, talent, production, etc. , 

9. Free publicity to clubs, organi- 
zations, etc. 

3. Advertising on 
busses (cuffo). 

4. Billboard advertising (cuffo). 

5. Use of PRSMA insignia in all | 
direct mail advertising. 

6. Special broadcasts and talent. 

7. Aid in PRSMA promotions and | 
advertising. | 

In return the PRSMA is to: 

1, Use WFIL window displays in 
their shops. 

2. Showcase cards plugging WFIL 
special events. 

3. WFIL inserts in mail advertis- 








trolleys and 


ing. 

4. WFIL folders to be left at home 
of customers. 

5. Use of WFIL on all push-button 
sets on display. 

6. Call special attention to WFIL 
frequency to all customers. 

Originally the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters had tried to get 
a collective agreement between the 
service men and the stations, but 
WFIL insisted on an exclusive ar- 
rangement. 


COAST NEGRO PLAYERS 
IN RED CROSS B’DCAST 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Combined talents of Negro per- 
formers were concentrated in an 
hour broadcast from KFWB last Sat- 
urday night (13) to accelerate dona- 
tions to the Red Cross. Manning 
Ostroff, production head of the sta- 
tion, handled the show. 

Lineup of players included Bill | 
Robinson, Clarence Muse, Ruby Elzy, 
Louise Beavers, Peters Sisters, Hat- 
tie Noel, Dandridge Sisters, Cordell 
Hickman, Charles Holland, Alfred 
Grant, Eddie Thomson, War Perkins, 
Willie Best, Frank Withers, Ivan | 
Browning, Libby Taylor, Ben Carter, 
Four Toppers, Plantation Singers 
Four Dreamers, Herb Jeffries, Tom- | 
mie Moore, Lil Randolph, Rhythm- | 
ettes, Paul White, Mantan Moore, | 
Monte Hawley, Joe Crawford, Four | 
Hot Shots, Lew Payton, Jeni LeGon, | 
Bertha Powell, Billy McClain, Shel- | 
ton Brooks, Sr., Jessie Cryor, Jimmy | 
Asendio, George Gardner's choir, 
Dudley Dickerson, Troy Brown, Jr., 
Bud Harris, Art Tatum, Fred Skin- | 
ner, Marcus Hall, Gilbert Allen | 
choir, Harvey Brooks, Paullyn Gar- | 
ner and the orchestras of 
Davis, C. L. Burke and Ernest Whit- 
man, 














Eddie | 





Fall River, Mass., July 16. 


Staff at 1,000-watt WSAR, Fall 
River, is reported jittery, pending 
FCC approval of license transfer to 
Fall River Herald-News. Paper put 
down binder May 10, expects word 
from Washington shortly. No con- 
firmation on purchase price, but re- 
ported to be $135,000. 
_Herald-News, only newspaper in 
city, is owned by Kelly-Smith Co., 
newspaper reps also handling some 
national spot accounts for radio, 





Kansas City—Louis MacAdams has 
joined KCMO salestaff in charge of 
local sales under Jack Stewart. 

MacAdams is out of St. Louis 


where he managed his own adver- 
tising agency, 





| Fall River Sale Pends | Papers Play Down Stunt 
Because of Sponsorship 


New Bedford, Mass., July 16. 
In tieup with Red Sox and Bees 
baseball broadcasts out of Boston 


over Colonial network, Atlantic re- | 
fining is running baseball schools for | 
kids in cities and towns on broadcast | 


circuit. Stuffy McInnis, famous old 
first-sacker, and Jack Coombs, for- 
mer star pitcher for the Athletics, 


| James 
| adian Marconi station CFCF, will be 


Broadcasts Anti-Defeatism Show 


Every Day 


at CFCF, Montreal 





Montreal, July 16. 
Inspirational program to aid the 
war effort, written and delivered by 
A. Shaw, manager of Can- 


conducted diamond classes at public | spotted across the board starting this 


parks here all last week, 


| week, 


Its a 15-minute stanza en- 


Local newspapers nixed suggested | titled ‘Thought Barrage,’ intended to 


feature stories on old-timers 
mentions of school because of ‘com- 
mercial ties.’ The papers, Standard- 
Times and Mercury, also own and 


and | combat defeatism by enlisting audi- | 
ence 
| 


support in concentrating 
| eventual British victory. 
Cumulative psychie effect designed 


on 


|eal cushions of similar length pre- 
|ceding and following the ‘Thought 
Barrage.’ 

Shaw is a World War vet 
legit background, 


\ th 





| Rosenman’s Promotion 


Philadelphia, July 16 

Alex Rosenman, member of 
| WCAU’s sales crew for the past 15 
| years, has been upped to commercial 


operate the radio station, WNBH, | to inspire confidence among listeners | manager of the station. Bob Latham 


which carries the Atlantic baseball 
broadcasts. 


as to outcome of the war. Talk will 
| be limited to five minutes with musi- 


has been named to fill vacancy left 
| oy Rosenman’s promotion. 
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Hedlund Players Doubling | Don't take our word or it. Proo was quacruple ofit fo 000 Weth—876 ‘here 
- Hartford, July 16. | js in performance. And one ex- _ vertisers is the reason these 15 a Wattr—799,  ” * * Chicago 
iree members of the Guy Hed ; P "200 Wer, ae San F; ' 
lund players at WTIC have gradu-| @mple of the way these15 vital _vital-to-sales spots have been me 5,000.16 ~ rte. a 
ated into berths at WNBC, Hartford- | ; , ar “900 Wate Fancisco 

New Britain. They are Floyd Pattee,| stations perform for advertisers used by advertisers more exten- Mm 500-250 Wer, a Peale Washin 
announcer; Ed Begley, announcer; | © ke, orn 


and Ralph Klein, continuity. Latter | sively this yearthan ever before. 


| is this: 

replaces Jack Sullivan who has left - . 

for the Coast. Forme: were| A clothier in Troy, New York, 

members of the acting company at | —— 
recently used WGY to help “up 


WTIC, Klein authored and acted. | 
his sales. Result—men from 238 


AShington 


nile Completely represented by 


NBC, these stations offer you 
All still remain with Hedlund. 

Arthur Bergstrum, formerly with 
WSPR at Springfield, Mass., has | 
Joined the staff as mikeman for the 


iit — | vast territory traveled to Troy 
for clothing. The man’s business 


a ready-made spending audi- 






communities throughout WGY's ence—one you can reach at { 
. @ SPringfielg 


low cost! One, or all, of these 





e « Philodelphig 


Hulbert Taft Starts Early stations are available to you. 










‘Fo oy Pittsburgh 









Cincinnati, July 16. rt a SPot Specie); 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., general manager | nd. Washing Meth New York, Chic 
of WKRC, Mutual affiliate, leaves | DA NY RCondwu,. "2! of these moe’. will da Francisco, Boston 
July 22 for the NAB convention. He | NATIONAL BROADCASTI Ni G COM twill te0n be ope, *Pretented Stasie, "formation 
Will drive to Denver and fly from | Onin with 5,000 : 


. watts day ang r 
there to San Francisco. night 


On the return trip he will be 
joined in the Colorado capital by 
Mrs, T, 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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SENATORIAL COURTESY TAKEN CARE OF, 


COLIN EMERGES OKAY ON 





Committee Listens to Lengthy Explanation of Paley 


Group’s Buy-Back of Paramount Interest in CBS 
—Web Peppers Monopoly Report 


Washington, July 16. 

Repeated complaints about ‘errors 
of fact and unwarranted interfer- 
ences’ in the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission’s chain-monopoly 
report put Commissioner Thad H. 
Brown, plus the two other investi- 
gating committeemen and their staff 
aides, directly on the spot Wednes- 
day (10). Protests came from Ralph 
S. Colin, general counsel, and John J. 
Burns, special attorney, of CBS at 
the third Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee hearing on Brown’s 
fitness for another seven-year term 
on the regulatory body. 

Appearing on the stand to explain 


the CBS-Paramount stock transac- | 


tions in 1929 and 1932, Colin at once 
was placed on the defensive because 
of his denunciation of Senator 
Charles W. Tobey of New Hamp- 
shire, leader of the attack on Brown, 
but later got in the committee’s good 
graces and contributed materially to 
embarrassing the veteran Commis- 
sioner. In the end, he had appar- 
ently convinced the solons there was 
nothing wrong to the CBS re- 


purchase transaction by which net- | 


work insiders netted handsome profits 


and cast serious doubts on the ver- | 
acity of the chain-monopoly findings. | 


Colin’s Complete Retraction 
Before he got through, Colin made 
a complete retraction of previous 
CBS accusations that Tobey had 
maliciously sought to hurt CBS and 
William S. Paley in condemning the 


Paramount deal at an earlier hear- | 
At the beginning, after Tobey | 


ing. 
had read at length from the FCC 
document and reviewed Colin’s state- 
ment, the network lawyer stood 
firmly behind his press statement 
that the New Hampshire senator 


showed ‘ignorance’ of true facts or | 


was ‘deliberately’ trying to harm the 
chain and Paley. When other net- 
work observers realized the lawyer 
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was jeopardizing valuable good-will 
and infuriating other lawmakers, 
Colin 
apologize. 
The Colin statement was rapped as 
‘unfair’ and ‘unjustified’ by Senators 
Burton K. Wheeler, committee chair- 
man: Clyde Reed and Wallace White. 
Tobey showed deep resentment, de- 
claring the CBS exec was seeking to 
‘blast’ the committee’s, aswell as 
his own, reputation. Harsh words 
were nullified by the closing scene 
‘when Colin explained for the record 
' that based on facts developed during 
last week’s session, he was ‘wholly 
willing to withdraw any statement 
charging malice’ which prompted 
Tobey’s criticism of CBS. 

Both Colin and Burns put into the 
Senate archives specific complaints 
Colin was 


monopoly investigators. 


/explained some of the testimony] ¥+ GBs A stock. 





eventually was advised to| 





‘STOCK QUIZ 


| ne artificial, Colin noted that in 








i 


} 


1928 CBS was ‘still losing money’ but 


under Paley’s command seemed to 
be practically on solid groufid. A 
price of 10 times the earnings was 
not out of line, he argued. At the 
time, Par stock was around $72, he 
added. 


The film company said it would 


issue 58,823 shares in payment for) 
the CBS paper, promising that if in) 


two years (by September, 1931) Co- 
lumbia had earned $2,000,000 it 
would buy back its own stock at $85. 
Conditions were fulfilled, with Par 
paper going down ‘to a very low) 
level about $10 a share,’ Colin re- 
marked, and the CBS holders de- | 
cided to exercise their rights. They 
did not then, however, hold all of 
the 58,000 shares, two of the starters | 
having unloaded, and the remaining 
15 accounted for only 47,484 Par 
tickets. 

The Columbia group put its paper 
back to Paramount around March 1, | 


| 1932, the deal representing a little 


over $4,000,000, committee was told. 


: 4% | But the film company, not desiring 
about the handiwork of the chain- | 


to deplete its own cash position, de- 


| cided to sell ‘some assets of its own,’ | 
|placed under oath, because Tobey These assets were the 63,250 shares 


| might prove of great importance dur- | 


‘ing subsequent proceedings, 


but | 


| Burns testified from the sidelines | 


without ever taking the witness | 
chair, 
Principal Complaints | 
| at the FCC committee's findings that | 
Columbia spent $1,163,000 out of its | 
| capital to buy back a tiny propor- | 
| tion of its stock, that the re-purchase | 


No Market Price 
There was no market price for Co- 
lumbia paper, Colin agreed, although | 
he personally had bought some at a 
price he couldn't recall. Repurchase 


Principal complaints were directed | negotiations, he explained, resulted | 


in a tri-partite agreement, to which | 
the network as a corporation was a | 
party. This agreement was that a)! 
price of $5,200,000 was fixed on Par’s | 


| ‘impaired’ the financial soundness of | half interest in Columbia, equivalent | 


| the company, and that Paley profited | to $82.21 per share. 


unethically, if not illegally. 

While Colin and Burns insisted the 
| operations were simple and direct, 
solons had some Gifficulty in follow- | 
ing the movement of the CBS and | 
Par paper. Tobey, for instance, was 
puzzled by explanations that the 
was one where ‘everybody made 
money’ and once remarked that the 
values on the CBS stock were ‘a 
figment of the imagination.’ Wheeler 


| 


| lumbia 


also appeared bewildered for a time, | 


| though he observed after lengthy ex- 
| planations that there might have | 
| been some bad judgment but he) 


| couldn’t see any criminal action oc- 
| curred. 

The ‘simple and pure’ transaction 
/as explained by Colin resulted in 
| profits to some of the CBS insiders 


| because the network under Paley’s | 
| amount, 


management had ‘turned the corner’ 


| able hypothesis 


while Par stock fell with the stock | 


| market crash. 
he explained that Paramount felt 
| television was in the offing and it 
should enter the field, especially 
since 


had a tie-up (with NBC). Accord- 


ingly, Par approached CBS and after | 


lengthy negotiations 17 





Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 


Composed and Conducted 


by 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 


stockholders agreed to sell. 


pose of having A and B types, Colin 
commented, was to enable Par to 
elect half of the directors, 

While acting collectively, the CBS 
insiders sold to Paramount in their 
individual capacities, and the corpo- 
ration was not a party to the deal 
at the outset, he emphasized. The 
consideration was similar to that 
which Par gave in other purchases, 
chiefly for theatre properties, with 
the base price $5,000,000. 




















DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


pit TOF HOus,., 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


The |} 
stock was divided into two classes of | 
equal size, with each of the 17 pro- | 
prietors selling all of its A shares} 
to the film company. The whole pur- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| tain 


network | 


Going back to 1929, | 


one of its competitors (RKO) | 


Of the 63,250 | 


pieces which the film company held, | 


; the network bought $14,156 for its | 


own treasury at a total of $1,163,860. 
The 15 CBS holders still having Par 
stock bought with their own funds 
the remaining 49,094 shares for $4,- 


deal | 036,017. 


Entirely independently, the 15 Co- 
investors sold half of the 
stock they got from Par to a syndi- 


cate headed by Brown Bros., Harri- | 
man at $82.21, the same price which | 


Par got, he explained. This was 
cited as a fair ‘test of value,’ answer- 
ing implications that the price was 
unduly inflated. Tobey 


Sidewalk Repartee 





San Francisco, July 16. 

Sidewalk interviews are be- 
coming more of an adventure 
every day—ask Mel Venter, 
whose hair is streaked with gray. 
KFRC quizzer asked femme 
‘What do the letters G.O.P. stand 
for?’ and she quipped back ‘Gone 
Out Permanently’ while Mel 
shriveled. On same show ques- 
tion ‘Who said ‘Nothing is certain 
but death and taxes?’ drew this 
stinger; ‘Roosevelt.’ 

On another show, woman re- 
marked she had just bought 10 
dresses. ‘What would a woman 
want with 10 dresses?’ retorted 
Mel. Dame never batted an eye 
as she answers ‘Ten hats.’ 








should be rejected because he failed 
to prevent renewal of CBS station 
licenses but that if statements in the 
chain-monopoly report are ‘entirely 
wrong’ there is a grave question 
‘whether he is fit te act as commis- 
sioner’, 
Colin Charges Errors 

In what was almost a paragraph- 
by-paragraph analysis of phases of 
the chain-monopoly report. Colin 


WAR TENSION 
INCREASE 


Washington, July 16. 
Lastex walls, to take care of War- 
boom employees, are being readied 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission, it was stated last week, 
Because of the close watch which is 


going to be maintained on cOmmuni- 
cation channels and the additional 
checking on ‘unauthorized and il- 
legal’ radio messages expected under 
the prevailing war tension, several 
hundred new workers are going to 
be put on the payroll, it is reported, 

These will include about 400 en. 
gineers and approximately 100 addi- 
tional employees in other branches, 
All will be plucked from Civil Sery- 
ice, according to the current rumor, 








misled him it also misled the two 





charged mumerous errors, while 
Brown, questioned frequently by | 
Tobey and others what reply he | 
could make, stuck to his guns in | 
most instances. The CBS attorney | 
said the repurchase deal was not a} 
‘private transaction,’ denied that six | 
of 10 directors were ‘beneficiaries’ | 
of a deal in which corporate funds 
were used, emphasized the money 
for repurchase came from the sure | 
plus account, not out of capital, so | 
there was no impairment of the cor- | 
poration; termed it ‘immaterial’ that | 
12 minority owners did not take part 
in the Par transaction; and pointed 
out that there were 14, not 12, who 
owned none of the Paramount paper. 


If the officers took money from | 
the treasury to put over a deal that 
benefited them personally, such op- 
erations would be ‘fraudulent,’ 
Wheeler observed. Tobey commented | 
he had described the operation—as 
reported by the FCC group —as 
‘heinous’, Colin agreed such con- 
demnation probably would be de- | 
served if the deal had occurred in 
the way the Commish probers re- 
ported, but he insisted the FCC 
group was wholly in error. Some | 
of the cash came out of the individ- 
uals’ pockets and some from the | 
company exchequer, the stock bought ! 





| with corporate cash went back into 


inquired, | 


however, whether it is not a reason- | | 
| uttered by Senator Wheeler. He said | 


that the bankers 
paid that price because the holders 
advised the syndicate that the com- 


pany was willing to hand over that | 


Colin could not agree, ob- 
serving he never had seen any tran- 
saction between two people that 
would convince a third party and 
adding that CBS had earned $18.50 
a share the prior year. The $82.21 
was ‘a very conservative valuation,’ 
he contended, and the stock which 
the company bought is today three 
times the figure paid. 

No CBS Sufferers 


None of the CBS stockholders— 
even those not taking part in the re- 
purchase deal—suffered, Colin said. 


In answer to FCC committee com- 
plaints, he pointed out that every 
owner’s stock was one-ninth more 
valuable, because 11% of the total 
was put in the company treasury 
and earnings therefore did not have 
to be distributed as widely. During 
discussion of values, Colin said Co- 
lumbia’s book value now is about | 
$7.92, while the stock is selling for 
$18; before the most recent market 
break, it was selling at $24 with a 


s | book value of arc 7.50 =| 
To Tobey’s remark that the value | 1¢ of around $7.50, he ob 


served. 

Questions about the degree to 
which CBS worth hinges on licenses | 
were raised by Senator Matthew M. 
Neely. Colin said he could not main- 
that the equity would be de- 
stroyed if the FCC refused to grant 


licenses, but the stock value cer- 
tainly would be reduced. He re- 
marked the net holds only eight 
operating permits and ‘we might 


conceivably continue as a network’ 
even without its own stations. Earn- 
ings of the M & O plants, however, 
contribute substantially to total cor- 


| that 


| Wheeler was a little dubious, though 


the treasury, he declared. 
Criticism of the FCC trio was) 


if Colin’s explanation is correct there | 
have been gross misstatements’ in | 
the chain-monopoly report, adding | 

‘there have been too many | 
loose statements.’ 


Paley’s Million Explained 


The way Paley made his $1,000,- | 
000 profit was legitimate and easily | 
comprehended, Colin argued. | 


Colin contended the profit came 
simply from the fact that he bought 


| into CBS in 1928 when it was run- 


ning in the red and sold some of it 
three and a half years later when 
it was a good earner, The com- | 
mittee chairman remarked that by 
buying the paper back from CBS, 
Paley did something different 
from holding the paper while it 
gained in value. He said the ‘thing 
that shocked me is the idea he used 
company money’ in making that 
profit. 

Brown’s inability to answer sev- 
eral questions about the statements 
in the report irked Tobey. After 
Dequincy Sutton, Commish econom- | 
ist, had supplied a number of facts, | 
the New Hampshire solon asked | 
sharply, ‘Don’t you know what’s in 
it?’ The harassed Commish member 
pointed out the summary of evidence | 
was produced by the staff and if it' 


ae 


other committee members. 

Warning that he intends to file a 
detailed brief, Burns protested the 
FCC trio had lumped figures about 
CBS and NBC in a way that dis- 
torted facts. Also, he yelped, the 
probers reached conclusions that 
cannot be justified by the evidence. 
The special counsel informed the 
Senate group he hopes to demon- 
strate the report's ‘unreliability as 
a guide for action by the Commis- 
sion,’ 

The two network attorneys natur- 
ally quarreled with the FCC com- 
mittee’s conclusions about network 
options on station time and the un- 
fairness of exclusivity clauses. They 
admitied some of the facts but re- 
plied the Commish looked at only one 
side of the question. If stations are 
willing to sign up with webs, there 
must be compensating benefits from 


| the relations which were disregarded 


or overlooked by the probers. 

Another going-over for Brown {s 
due after the recess and the Demo- 
cratic convention. Tobey also an- 
nounced he expects FCC Chairman 
James L. Fly on hand to throw light 
on various aspects of Commish ac- 
tivities and short-comings, comment- 
ing he by no means is finished quizz- 
ing the President’s nominee and 
there are many other issues he in- 
tends to explore. 











SECOND in PHILLY 


C. E. HOOPER SURVEYS 


Audiences of Philadelphia Network Stations 
3:15-3:30 P.M., Mon, thru Fri.—4 Mo. Avg. 


WFIL 19.0% 
KYW 22.1% 
WCAU 8.2% 

@% Listeners Identifying Station and Program 
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Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
cheose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 
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porate revenues, he said. So that 
| any ‘reprimanding’ of CBS for the | 
Par deal by revoking or denying li- | 
censes would ‘injure’ the stock- 

| holders. 
After this account by Colin, Chair- | 
man Wheeler said one of the issues 
| before the Senate group is whether 
| Brown was to some degree respon- 
‘sible for giving Congress and the 
| public an inaccurate report. He 
| Said he could not see any reason 
i why the commissioner’s nomination 











WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 








Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Ine. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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Gershwiniana With Quiz Wiz Pianist 
A 22.000 Capacity Lewisohn Socko 


? 








More than 22,000 persons jammed 
Lewisohn Stadium, N, Y., Saturday 
(13) night to hear the third of the 
yearly memorial programs of 
George Gershwin music. The record 


Louis Dreyfus in N. Y. 





Louis Dreyfus, head of the London | 
publishing firm of Chappeil & Co., 
crowd, which eclipsed the attend- arrived with his wife and daughter 
ance marks set earlier in the season} from England last week. Latter two 
by Lily Pons and Kirsten Flagstad.' wil! remain in this country for t few 
turned out not only to hear a recital weeks 
of the works of America’s greatest Louis Dreyfus is a brother and 
composer of symphonic jazz, but also partner of Max Dreyfus, who oper- 
to see and hear Oscar Levant as ates the Chappell firm on this side 





piano soloist. Quizzed into a best plus the Crawford Music Corp. 
seller and a b.o. sockeroo, it was 
Levant who scored. . L ° A 

A routine reading of ‘An Ameri- Carlos Molina atins re 








can in Paris’ by the’ Philhs mic Bi ” 

Symphony Orchestra, di! by Breaking Up With Some 
Alexander Smallens, opened the i A 
program. This was followed by the Em ti IR 

playing of ‘Three Preludes foi 0 ona epercussions 
Piano,’ but without the piano. The 





‘Preludes’ are pleasant with a beau- | 
tiful melodic strain, however, carried 
by the strings in the second one. Its 
plaintive down-south quality is 
typically Gershwin. Liberal use of 


St. Louis, July 16. 
Carlos Molina is breaking up his 
Latin-American band (12), with 
three exceptions, at the conclusion of 
his current engagement at the Chase 





icici tn. canta te ana ‘e- 
ade, which naga Rye grt ge Club and then will trek to New York 
off-the-cuff gypsy style blended to recruit another outfit. Those who 
with a tempo di can-can. will be the nucleus of the new or- 
Levant’s interpretation of the ganization are Alfonso Reyes, Puerto 
familiar ‘Piano Concerto in F’ fol- | Rican finger drummer; Ramon 
lowed. He played it sympathetically | GUtirry, Guatemalan fiddler, and 
and from memory, largely in the William Rodriquez, Puerto Rican 
style of Jesus Maria Sanroma’s drummer. 
seven-sides recording for Victor with | _ The blowoff came last week when 
the Boston Pops orchestra. Unfortu- | Molina learned that most of the 
nately, this version doesn't have the | tooters had agreed to join Bobby 
verve imparted to the same number | R@mos, a warbler who sang with 


by Roy Bargy and Paul Whiteman’s | Molina’s gang for 14 weeks at the 


orchestra in a Decca recording of Chicago Colony Club and the Chi- 
four sides, orchestrated by Ferde ¢380 theatre. Previously Ramos was 
Grofe. at LaConga in New York and with 


Henry King’s band. He left Molina 
during the Chicago theatre engage- 
ment, 

Tempest started when Molina 
failed to keep an engagement at the 
Chase Club and the boys feared they 
might be involved in the $25,000 


‘Cuban Overture’ opened the sec- 
ond half. It’s a somewhat dated 
piece, being based largely on rhumba 
rhythm, whereas American ears are 
more attuned currently to conga and 
other Latin-American tempos which 
have gained prominence here more 


recently. breach of contract suit slapped on 
Ann Brown and Todd Duncan,! Molina by the Chase Hotel, Inc. 
backed by the Eva Jessye choir, gave | Ramos, according to Molina, sug- 


the program a decided lift with ex- | gesied the boys join him and incor- 


cerpts from ‘Porgy and Bess.” Dun-|! porate. They mulled the matter 
ca.. was forced to do encores of ‘I | over at great length and came here 
Got Plenty of Nuthin’ and ‘It Ain’t! recently with Molina. Two days 
Necessarily So,’ and Miss Brown | later, Molina says Ramos followed 


sang ‘Summertime’ and ‘Since My | and resumed his overtures. Molina 
Man Is Dead’ to solid appla tse. Judg- | saw which way the wind was blow- 
ing by the obvious enjoyment with | ing and last week beat the lads to 
which the entire audience greeted | the punch by announcing the outfit 
each of the six selections from ‘Porgy | would be disbanded. 


and Bess’ which were offered, the Some had a change of heart and 
public is ready for a revival ©f| wanted to remain but Molina told 


Gershwin’s opera in the jazz idiom. 
Again playing barca memory, | guez were the only ones he wanted 
a ant = ae or fire into ‘Rhap- |for his new band. This left the 
r y a 'O- - . ° 

* Ax ae, aes hee a tw o-and | tooters with nothing to do than full- 
oo eae ox og c see Mets a/ fill their obligations to Ramos who 
ar-Ové Sev a a arr . s ) . r 
SEEtICS ginal score 1) them. All of the boys agreed how 
; . : Ss ag ow- 

is solo spots g erest- | : . . + . 
ad s “ _— ee ee | ever, to remain with Molina until the 
ti mA The yoreesaeie eae goed Chase Club engagement ends. Molina 
a les Pit pé a was | takes some blame for the explosion 

ragged, especially the opening salo 

pn pig's ene | asserting that he had been too good 
passages by clarinet and trumpet. lto the boys by twine te 
Levant had planned to leave for eit brn Biving ee 
Hollywood on Friday (12), but de- dough than their contracts called for 
: ite : ™ ee when h speroi gage- 
layed his trip when the concert was er ~ vented . a ee a =o 
postponed two days because of rain. ment, playing golf with them and 


remembering every one at Christ- 
Pennsylvania With MCA 





mas, 
Some of the boys who will depart 


had been with him from seven to 

| mine years. The outfit is made up 

: v .| of two Puerto icans, o ruate- 

Pennsylvania hotel. New York: . Rican — Gute 

nd 5 ‘ -| malan, one Cuban, one Frenchman 
will shift back to Music Corp. of | and seven American born 
America bands after the current | - : 


Jimmy Dorsey crew exits July 31, } .. 
at least for the next few outfits. 
Fverett Hoagland, who was located 
at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y. | 
last winter, follows Dorsey Aug. 1. | 
He in turn will be tailed by Russ - 
Morgan, who comes in Aug. 8 

Hoagland will be the 
band there since last summer when | 
Tommy Dorsey stayed the summer. 


He was followed by Artie Shaw, 
Will Osborne, Glenn Miller and J. | 
Dorsey, all General Amusement; Operation setup of the Metro- 
bands. Woody Herman opens the | Robbins group, as and when a BMI 


nearby New Yorker hotel the same would call for 
evening as Morgan starts at the | ; 
Penn. Morgan recently shifted to | Abe Olman, present managing di- 
“MCA management from Consolid-| rector of all three firms—Robbins, 
ated Radio Artists. Feisi and Miller—to head the business 
end, and Harry Link, general pro- 
fessional manager of Feist, to ditto on 
the professional end. Such are the 
intentions of J. T. Abeles, ‘Metro 
lawyer who is handling the nego- 
tiations. 

Jack Robbins who created the ‘the 


| deal is consummated, 





Sonny James orchesira was 
stripped of all its instrumenis last 
week at the Roseland Ballroom, New 
York, where it's located, Crew left 
the horns, etc., on the stand over- 
might. When they came to pick ’em 


| Oriental theatre, Chicago; 9-15, Or- | 
} 

| pheum 
pheum T., Minneapolis; 23-29, River- | 


_Lake theatre, 


|’em that Reyes, Gutirry and Rodri- 


Cash Called Healing Ointment 





Band Bookings 


Sammy Kaye, July 19, week, Lyric 
Indianapolis; 26—Aug. 1, 
theatre, St. Louis; 











theatre, 


Missouri 2-8, 


theatre, Omaha; 16-22, Or- 


side T., Milwaukee; Sept. 6-12, Earl 
T., Washington, D. C.; 20-26, Buffalo 
T., Buffalo; 27-Oct. 3, Hipp T., Balto. 
Gene Krupa, Aug. 23, week, East- | 
wood Gardens, Detroit. 
Newt Perry, July 20, week, Old} 
Orchard, Me.; July 28, Fitch Band- 
wagon program, New York; Aug. 3, 
Savannah Beach, Savannah, Ga. 
Louis Prima, July 26, week, 
Apollo theatre, N. Y. 
Van Alexander, July 24, Totem 
Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 


; 
Jack Denny, July 27, indef., San 


'Maceo, Galveston, Tex. 


Guy Lombardo, July 25, Kinball’s, 
Lynnfield, Mass.; 26, Old Orchard. 

Count Basie, Aug. 9, week, State- 
Washington, D. C. 


Life, Time Spreads onTex. | 
Playboy Band Booking; | 
Story in Last ‘Variety’ 


According to the files of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians the 
date Jimmy Dorsey’s band is to play 
at Houston, Texas, July 22 for $5,- | 
800, inclusive of transportation, is the 
highest figure ever paid a band for 
a one-night date.’ It’s also supposed | 
to be the longest jump for such a 
stand. 

Previous highs were $5,000 paid 
two years in a row to Hal Kemp to 
play private parties in Washington, 
D. C., for a society woman and the 
same amount for Benny Goodman 
at a similar date in New York. 

Jimmy Gardiner, youngster for 
whom the party is being given, orig- 
inally suggested the idea of Dorsey 
coming to Texas to play the date 
while he was in New York couple 
months ago, but it was an off and on 
proposition for some time due to the 
cost. When the final wire, agreeing 
to the deal, arrived okaying the thing 
both Dorsey and Billy Burton, his 
manager, nearly collapsed of sur- 
prise. 

Life Mag and Time are running 





| spreads on the shindig after reading 


last week’s VARIETY item on it. Life 
is assertedly sending a photographer 
to Texas with the band for its ‘Life 
Goes to a Party’ weekly spread. 


Armstrong at Par, N.Y.C., 


j 





| Opposite Kirk at State 


Unusual bookings will put two col- | 
ored bands in opposition to another 
in Broadway theatre this month, | 
both booked by the same manager 


Louis Armstrong group locates at 
the New York Paramount next 
Wednesday (24) and the next day 


Andy Kirk starts a stand at Loew’s | 
State. It’s Kirk’s first B’way theatre 
date. 

Both are booked by Joe Glaser. 
Both bands recently completed 
stands at the Cotton Club, also on 
Broadway but now closed. Kirk had 
followed Armstrong there. 





Danny Polo replaced Art Beck on | 
sax with Jack Teagarden band. 
Outfit at Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, 
N. J. 





frst McA | Abe Olman and Harry Link Are Abeles’ Choices to 
Run Metro Firms For BMI, But Link Not Pleased 


and that he wouldn't fancy being 
‘sold down the river’ with the three 
| firms. Contract songsmiths, also | 
| committed to ASCAP, are reported | 
holding off on any new contract un- | 
til the BMI thing crystallizes itself 
one way or the other. 

On the angle of being ‘sold down | 
the river,’ the Metro officials, re- 
ferring to Jack Robbins’ reported | 
peeves, have been quoted as saying | 
nobody ‘could object being sold down | 
the river with three quarters of a 
| million dollars,’ which will be Rob- 


| Justice Felix Bevenga in the N. Y. supreme court Monday (15), 
' the mag readily agreed to co-operate Thomas Rockwell, GAC prez, has 


| cago contact man for Bregman-Vocco-Conn. 


| become a great ‘revival’ songsmith. 





up the next day and play a one- 
gighter the instruments were among 
the missing. Thursday is usually a 
pight off at the Roseland during 
which the band on tap as a rule 
picks up a single night stand, They 
were not insured. 


big three’ (of which Metro owns| bins’ share from his 26% stake in 
51% control) is now reported dick-| three companies. The rest of the | 
ering for a ‘little three’ combo, if and| minority control is split among} 


when a BMI deal happens. Domenico Savino, Bernard Prager, 

Link is reported to have expressed | Stephen Levitz and Jack Bregman. 
himself that although he has a very! the latter the only ex-Robbins em- 
advantageous contract his allegiance; ployee, now with his own music 











is to anything pertaining to ASCAP,!' publishing company. 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name -bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Charlie Barnet... Lincoln (225; 50c-$1)..... ‘ieen te ae 400 6,873 
Larry Clinton*... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........10 1,900 15,400 
Jimmy Dorsey...Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 14 ~=1,550 22,550 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)........-.4.- eo 25,675 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... i) 900 12.475 
Alvino Ray.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 3 475 2,350 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


~ Tnside Stuff—Music 


Downbeat magazine, musicians’ fan publication, has been restrained from 
circulating its July 15 issue unless it blacks out part of the illustration on 
its cover. Injunction was obtained by the General Amusement Corp. from 
Because 














dropped his supplementary libel suit, asking $500,000 damages. 

Restraining order also applies to Mickey Livingston, New York distrib 
of the magazine. Mag’s publisher has agreed to call in all newsstand 
copies through its distributing centers and substitute another cover. 

Illustration which stirred Rockwell to action had a nude blonde, beauti- 
ful but dumb, seated in a chair while an agent sought to induce a 
band leader to give her a job as a singer. Legend on the agent’s door 
read: ‘Rommy Sockwell,’ president, General Abusement Corp., and the 
gagline in the cartoon had the agent exclaiming to the leader, ‘But, Benny, 
we can teach her to sing.’ 

Ruth Lowe, writer of the current new pop click, ‘I'll Never Smile Again,” 
published by Tommy Dorsey’s Sun Music Co., is a former pianist in Ina 
Ray Hutton’s all-girl combo. Tune itself is supposed to have been written 
after the death of her husband last year. He was Harold Cohen, a Chi- 
She currently has another 
number, a novelty, called ‘Funny Little Pedro,’ also being published by 
Sun. 

Dorsey first got wind of ‘Smile’ last September when he flew his band to 
Toronto, her home town, to play the Canadian Exposition. One of his men 
obtained an off-the-air recording of the thing as arranged by Percy Faith, 


Toronto bandleader, and Dorsey subsequently obtained the publishing 
rights. It has created a stir, 

Abe Olman got a new deal from Fred Forster, the Chicago music pub- 
lisher, on ‘Oh Johnny,’ which was originally a 10c song in those Wool- 


worth days of the pre-prohibition era. Now as a 25c number, Olman and 
the late Ed Rose’s estate (a brother) shared a standard lec royalty. 
‘Johnny’ sold some 500,000 sheets and over 1,000,000 discs, touched off, of 
course, by the Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker disk. As result, Olman 
Bing Crosby has just recorded (Decca) 
‘Waiting for Ships That Never Come In’ (also Forster) and Olman is 


has 


his 


| recoursing to his own affiliated catalog, Feist. for ‘Underneath the Shelter- 


ing Palms,’ which he thinks 
nitery vogue, 


will fit in well with the current tropical- 


Some confusion was occasioned among reviewers at the third annual 
Gershwin Memorial concert Saturday (13) at Lewisohn Stadium when 
press passes issued for Wednesday (11), originally scheduled date of the 
affair, were refused at the gates. Recital was delayed two days by rain and, 
while hoidover tickets were okay, press tabs were taboo. 

Stadium’s press department, when queried, said orders had been left at 
all gates to admit newsmen: however, they were given the brush-off both 
inside and outside the stadium. Publicists admitted, though, that press 
passes for one date aren’t honored at a later time, even though for a show 
which has been held off a few days. Regular b.o. tickets, though, are 


| honored later. 


Tommy Dorsey, his vocalist Frank Sinatra and quartet, the Pied Pipers, 
will make an unprecedented guest appearance on the Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade this Saturday (20) to play and sing Dorsey’s hit tune, ‘I’ll Never 
Smile Again’. Quartet and Sinatra figure importantly in Dorsey's arrange- 
ment of the tune and his 16-bar trombone solo as background also figures 
prominently. Leader owns Sun Music Co., which publishes the number. 
Broadcast is the first on which the tune rates Parade attention. 

Ruth Lowe, the Toronto writer of the ditty, appeared on ‘We the People’ 
broadcast last night (Tuesday) to relate how she came to write it. Bea 
Wain, Hit Parade singer, also guested on the broadcast to sing the melody. 


Apparently the best way to get a job as band vocalist is to catch a leader 
at home with his pipe and slippers, if any of ’em have such things. Any- 
how that’s how Dee Keating, the new girl vocalist with Al Donahue, col- 
lared the job. She started with the band last week. 

Girl lives in Malverne, L. I, and had never before sung with a band. 
She grabbed Donahue at his home in Manhasset, L. I., one evening several 


| weeks ago on the band’s night off, let him listen to a record she had made 


of her voice, and got the job. Donahue had been experimenting with 
several girls since Paula Kelly left the group 


Paul Whiteman states that he’s dickering with a couple of commercials 
and while he’s committed to the idea of restricting himself to radio work 
he naturally would make first call on his veteran bandsmen, alumni of 


his basic organization. He pays them better and has every intention to 


| recall them to his orchestra whenever anything crystallizes itself. Mean- 


time he’s hibernating at his Stockton, N. J., farm, very weary from many 
years one-nightering and knocking around the world, on dance, concert 


|! and theatre tours. 


From the same Italian source, Edizioni S. A. Melodie, from whence 
stemmed ‘The Woodpecker’s Song,’ Robbins now has ‘The Ferryboat Song,’ 
a complete switch on its original title, ‘La Piccinina,’ which means ‘Little 
Girl” Harold Adamson, who lyricized ‘Woodpecker’ from the original 
Italian, dittoed on ‘Piccinina’ and Robbins Music is giving it a sea-going 
plug by tieing in with the moonlight excursion boats, the ferries, etc. Lou 
Hlolden’s Decca recording had much to do with giving it impetus, being 
another in the cycle of coin-machine created numbers. 





With the Dancing Campus playing worthwhile bands at the N. Y. World's 
Fair, and with Mike Todd now having a radio wire at his spot, the song- 
pluggers now make the Fair as an exploitation spot. 





Harold I. Thorp picked up 100 shares of Decca Records common in May, 
according to latest report of Securities & Exchange Commission, and now 
holds 400 pieces of the platter concern’s paper. 

New ‘ASCAP Notes’ house organ made its first appearance this week, 


edited by A, P. Waxman, the Society's recently appointed public relations 
counsellor. 
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VARIETY 


MUSIC 33 








ASCAP Cools Down Publishers On 
That Complaint to FCC About CBS: 





Executive council of the maatadel 
employees union has under con- 
sideration a proposal that some dras- 
tic move be made against CBS for 
the network's alleged ‘discrimina- 
tion’ in the airing of songs belong- 
ing to ASCAP members. Profes- | 
sional men are urging that their | 
union go so far as take the matter | 
up with William Green, president | BR. MARKS IN 


of the American Federation of 


Labor, from whom they hold a char- | 
ter. The suggestion advanced is that | TALKS WITH 
Green be asked to use his offices in| 


bringing the situation to the proper | 
E. B. Marks is making a strong ef- 


Fred Wilhamson Quits 





organization last week. No reason 
for the move. 


He has no definite plans. 








authorities in Washington. 
The union’s members feel that) 
their jobs are being seriously 
jeopardized by Columbia’s alleged | 
tactics of forcing ASCAP numbers, 
off CBS sustaining programs, usually | 





ASCAP’S Ist PRE 


| Fred Williamson, Frederick Bros. | 
band dept. exec, resigned from that | 





at the last minute, and substituting 
for -them tunes published by Broad- | 
cast Music, Inc., in which the net- 
work along with many others in the) 
broadcasting industry has a stock in- | 
terest. Leaders within the contact- 
ment’s union take the position that 
as long as CBS has a _ licensing 
agreement with their employers the 
network has no legal or moral right 
to hamstring them or their jobs. 

One form of retaliation suggested 
last week by some professional men 
was the elimination of WABC, CBS’ 
New York key, as a major station in 
the compilation of network plugs, 
with WOR, Mutual outlet, substi- 
tuted. So far the recommendation 
has made little headway. It has 
been suggested by the leaders of the 
union that the contacteers wait a/| 
while longer to see how far CBS 
carries its campaign, and if the sit- 
uation becomes intolerable, then), 
make the switch. 

No Washington Trip 
Threat of a group of publishers 
early last week to bring their griev- 
ances before the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission became dis- 
sipated when ASCAP let it be 
known in an indirect way that any 
such move would not be expedient. 
Publishers later agreed that CBS 
was engaging in these ‘heckling’ tac- 
tics with them in the hope that the 
ASCAPites would be stung into tak- 
ing some action which might 
bound to their own disfavor. There 
will be no retaliatory moves on the 
part of th> publishers. If the con- 
tact employees’ union wants to do 
something, it will have to be on its 
Own account and not with the 
operation of the publishers, 


LOWER BRIDGE TOLLS 
AS CONCERT LUR 


Buffalo, July 16 


Autori and Buffalo Phil- 
will take a crack at al 
fresco Symphony starting tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). Will move to state 
Park at Grand Island. tossing in ail 


Sorts of inducements to get the 
hearers. 


re- 





co- 


Francc 


larmonic 


Patrons taking season strip of six 
tickets will get lowered bridge tolls. 
Music lovers can take a dip in Ni- 
agara river before the concert. Beer 
and pretzels will be hawked. Du- 


fats at 50c for reserved seats, 25c 
otherwise. 


Paley Insists on Rest 
For Ailing Wallerstein 


; Edward Wallerstein, president of 
. - Columbia Phonograph Corp., 
aomne health declined badly follow- 
ng a severe heart attack, has been 


ordered by William S. Paley to take | 
'treated for sciatica. 


& long vacation, 


Despite his rundewn = condition 


Wallerstein had insisted on maintain- | 
|tween Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey. | 


NZ regular office hours, 


fort to work out a deal with Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., for the iicensing of 
the small performing rights of his 
catalog. The takeover Marks has in 
mind is similar to the arrangement 
now prevailing between BMI and M. 
M. Cole, of Chicago. Marks has not 
renewed his agreement with the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, with which he 
has been in consistent dispute over 
the availability rating given his cata- 
og. Pub of this dispute has the 





| casual 
| cocktailery 


questions raised about Marks’ small | 
rights claims to many works in his | 


list. 

Sidney Kaye, CBS counsel and 
BMI v. p., has been in frequent con- 
versations with Marks about the lat- 
ter's offer of wholesale assignment 
of his rights on an agency basis. 
Cole’s assignment is for 10 years; 
$20,000, a vear for the first three 
years and $70,000 a year for the suc- 
cessive seven years. This contract 


is cancellable, providing Cole, for- | 


merly affiliated with the Society of 
European Stage Authors and Com- 
posers, has received as much as 
$25,000 from BMI. 


KAMMENS CLAIM LIFT 
BY MARKS, RCA, ET AL 


Jack and Joseph Kammen, doing 
business as J. & J. Kammen Music 
Co., filed suit Friday (12) in the 
N. Y. federal court against Edward 
B. Merks Music Corp., Gregory 
Stone, Lester O'Keefe, and the RCA 


Manufacturing Co., Inc., claiming the 
infringement of their song, ‘Beige- 
lach, Koift, Poigelach,’ written by 


Joseph Kammen in 1929, in the de- | 
fendants’ ‘Who'll Buy My Bubliohki.,’ | 


‘The Pretzel Vendor's Song.’ 
Marks published and the other two 
authored ‘Bublichki.’ 

It is asserted that RCA was given 
the right to make recordings of the 
plaintiffs’ which it did The 
defendant’s song was recorded, 


song, 


aiso 


and is assertedly an infringement 
An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages is sought. 


Dailey Booked Ahead 


Meadowbrook, 
is set for musical 


Frank Dailey’s 
Cedar Grove, N. J., 
fare, with a few exceptions, into the 
beginning of 1941. Tommy and 
Jimmy Dorsey will both do return 
shots. Former is set for 


for six. Al Donahue is current, but 

will be replaced tomorrow night 

(Thursday) by Cab Calloway. 
Benny Goodman was originally set 


Oct. 8} 
'for four weeks, Jimmy for Nov. 19 


| 





LASTS NEARLY 4 


Fling Some Sharp Ques- 
tions Whereupon the In- 
terior of Long-Closed Or- 
ganization Gets Im- 
promptu Unveiling—Buck 
Sees Dept. of Justice as 
Cat’s-Paw for Radio 


| er 


VERY FRANK 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


} 
| 
| 





' What Gene Buck, president of the 

American Society of Composers, Au- 
{thors and Publishers, stated broke a 
| quarter-of-a-century precedent in 


| ASCAP annals—that of a press con- | 
| ference—turned out Monday (15) in| 


|New York City to be a heated and 
| frank discussion of the music busi- 
ness’ current imbroglio with the 
broadcasters. Chided by Irving 
Caesar, one of the four on the ‘ra- 
dio committee’ of ASCAP, now con- 
cerned with negotiations with the 
stations, for ‘not being the fighting 
Gene Buck that I know; for mani- 
festing a height of understanding,’ 
the ASCAP president then went into 


SS SESSION 





Still Burning at Web's Tactics HM, INE YORK 


ie me 


. . 
Billy Rose and Irving Caesar | 





the background of the Society’s dif- | 
ferences with the National Assn. of | 
| ASCAP with being a monopoly and 


Broadcasters. 

As result, what was to have been a 
let’s-meet-and-get-acquainted 
on Monday 
started at 3:30 
and was at 
despite Buck and John 

ASCAP general manager, 


(15), 
noon 
p.m., 
Paine, 


fearing they were taxing the news- | 
| Julian T. Abeles, who initiated the 


papermen’s time and patience. 

However, as the open-forum dis- 
cussions progressed Buck, Paine, 
Caesar, Billy Rose, Gerald Griffin, 
inquisitive newshawks 
developed an informal, round-table 
palaver on what were the issues in- 
volved. 

Buck keynoted the _ idea_ that 
ASCAP was an open-door; that 
there was no smoke-screen attached 
to it; that the radio, music and other 


newspaper columnists and reporters | -. A : 
| time, would serve as an implied dou- 


present would undoubtedly be get- 
ting lots of press 
broadcasters on what's what, 
that he thus wanted them to see for 
themselves what ASCAP stood for. 


afternoon | 
in the after-| 
its peak after 7 | 
G. | 


and others | 


stuff from the | 
and | 


The Society's board room was the 
meeting place. 

Goaded by Caesar and Rose to! 
open up, Buck went into the Ari- 


zona arrest and constant 
attacks: Paine reviewed what ASCAP 
wanted for its music; how much 
more and why; how the alleged 5% 
of the commercial billings had only 
averaged 234%; that ASCAP feels 
(Continued on page 34) 


Asks 


Seven Questions, 


legislative | 


SEC Requirements 


a Delaying 


Factor in BMI-Metro Dicker: 


Deal, If Any, 


Magro to Carl Fischer 


John Magro has joined Car] Fischer, 
Inc., as advertising and publicity 
manager. 

, He was formerly with Mills Music, 
ne. 











After Frisco Meet? 


+ 


Board of directors of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., yesterday morning 
| (Tuesday) entered into what was 
| forecast as an all-day session on the 
| matter of purchasing the Metro- 
| Robbins catalogs and other ques- 
| tions pertaining to the broadcast- 
| ing’s activities in the music business. 
|Slated for reading and discussion 
| was the contract draft covering the 

Also the 


purchase of the catalogs. 
_legal problems surrounding the deal, 
and the methods of financing the 





DEAL RECALLS 
32 SUIT 


Interesting bit of background con- 
nected with the deal now pending 
between the Metro interests and 
Broadcast Music, Inc., for the former’s 
music catalogs is the suit which 
Metro filed against the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers in the N. Y. 
court in August, 1932. 
which never was tried, 





The suit, 
charged 


a ‘music trust’ and asked for an ac- 


counting of the Society’s income and | 


royalty distributions. It also peti- 
tioned for a reclassification of the 
Robbins Music Corp., the lone cata- 
log which Metro controlled at the 
time. 


The action, which was handled by 


present deal with BMI, was de- 
scribed at*the time as having a two- 
fold purpose. Metro wanted to make 
sure that the Society wouldn’t again 
reduce the Robbins firm’s 


erator. was interested materially in 
the seat licensing terms of the new 
contract then under discussions. The 
producer’s latter 
passed those as a publisher and the 
court action, it was figured at the 


ble protection. 


The Robbins firm had been de- 
moted from Class A to Class C, but 
the catalog was restored to its for- 
mer status in ASCAP some time be- 
fore the suit was filed. Later the 
Robbins firm obtained representation 
on the ASCAP board of directors. 





BOBBY MELLIN’S TITLE 


Bobby Mellin now holds the title 
of general manager at Mercer & 
Morris. 


Joe Santly is professional man- 


ager. 


supreme | 


rating. | 
Also Metro, as a major theatre op- | 


interests far sur-| 


Metro proposition. 

| A member of the BMI board de- 
clared last week that there probably 
won't be any commitments made for 
the Metro catalogs until after the 
convention of the National Asso- 
| ciation of Broadcasers in San Fran- 
cisco the week of Aug. 4. He ex- 
plained that it would be necessary 
for BMI to apply to the Securities 
Exchange Commission for enlarge- 
ment of its stock issue. BMI might 
have to wait, he said, for 30 days 
after it files the papers. 

BMI’s present stock issue is limited 
to $1,500,000. The contracts which 
BMI has with its pledges expires 
|next April and in order to take care 
of the Metro buy it would be nec- 
|essary to secure this same member- 
|ship or plédgees for another three 
| years. On the other hand the Metro 
| deal could be consummated if CBS 
and NBC elected to put up the cash 
between themselves and look for 
|reimbursement to future contribu- 
| tions of BMI stockholders, when and 
if the refinanging of BMI material- 
izes. 

ASCAP Hears From 145 
American Society of Composers, 

Authors and Publishers had up to 
Monday (15) heard from 145 stations 
| to which it submitted new contracts 
| several weeks ago. Of these 48 were 
described by ASCAP as network af- 
filiates. Meanwhile ASCAP has felt 
out various major commercials about 
the idea of entering into direct con- 
tracts for the exclusive use of the 
ASCAP repertoire in the event no 
new licensing agreements have been 
signatured with CBS and NBC by 
Jan. 1, 1941. 


$100 Loan In 1934 Base 
Of $6,000,000 Action 














Against ASCAP In N. Y. 


Suit ‘$6,000,000 damages’ was 
revealed Monday (15), in the N. Y. 
supreme court against the American 
Society of Authors and Composers, 
and Southern Music Publishing Co., 
Inc. Action was brought by Perry 
| Bradford as surviving director and 


for 


_} stockholder of Perry Bradford, Inc., 


Dent of Justice Queries Pubs 


Including Info on Any 


Previous Complaints Against ASCAP 


U. S& Department of Justice’s latest 
investigation of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers has reached the question- 
naire stage. Mimeographed copies 
of such a detailed inquiry was re- 
ceived last week by publishers that 
are, and are not, members of ASCAP. 


The mailing to ASCAP pubs was 
apparently a mistake and due to 


the investigator’s use of a dated in- 


| dustry 


for five weeks beginning Sept. 3, but | 


whether or not the date will be filled 
isn’t known in view of Goodman's 
doubtful status. He's presently in 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., being 
If not he'll be 
replaced by Glen Gray. Jan Savitt 
or Bob Crosby will fill the space be- 


Number 
the meantime either 


list. 
polled had in 


become members or been merged 
with companies in the ASCAP 
roster, 

Among the information that the 


questionnaire seeks to obtain is: 

1. Whether the firm has an affilia- 
tion with other performing rights 
societies, 


2. What was the firm’s classifica- 


of the firms | 


tion if it has been a member of 
ASCAP. 
3. Whether the publisher has ever 


complained that his business was 
hurt by ASCAP in any way. 

4. Whether prior to admission to 
ASCAP a ‘broadcaster, orchestra, 
etc., had refused to play’ a publish- 
er’s numbers because he was not a 
member of ASCAP. 

5. Whether the publisher has ever 
made application for membership to 
ASCAP and what was the result. 

6. Whether on applying for mem- 
bership the publisher was told what 
his qualifications would have to be. 

7. Whether writers and composers 
have refused to let a publisher have 
their works because he was not an 
ASCAP member, 


of Ethel Bradford, 
Bradford Music 


and as assignee 
doing business as 
Publishing Co., as assignee of Gus 
Horsley and Ethel Balkom, doing 
business as the Acme Music Publish- 
ing Co., and as assignee of Gus Hor- 
sley and Iris Thompson, as the Blues 
Music Co. Action was revealed by 
filing of a demand for a bill of 
particulars by the plaintiff 

Bradford charges that on Feb 
1934, he was loaned $100 by Sout 
Music to be repaid in 60 days. Fo: 
security, Bradford gave Southern 39 
songs, and granted it the rights to 
collect royalties on the songs. Later on 
but after the 60 days period, Brad- 
ford claims to have offered the $100 
and asked the return of his music 
buf the defendant refused, he claims. 

On this charge, $1,000,000 is sought. 
The second cause of action against 
ASCAP claims the Society collected 
royalties from the 39 compositions, 
and $2,000,000 is asked. Lastly it is 
charged that ASCAP and Southern 
entered a conspiracy to deprive the 
plaintiff of his rights to the songs. 
On this charge, $3,000,000 is asked. 

Adelle Norella and 
have been added as 
Joe Frasetta’s WIP house 
} (Philly). 


+r 
; tne 


13, 


nern 


Nino Nannft 
vocalists with 


band 
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Night Club Reviews 
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RENDEZVOUS, S.F. | CLUB BALI, PHILLY 





San Francisco, July 16. 
‘Easy for Zee Zee, presented by) 
Earl Cohen, Jr., and Richard Wilbur. 
Features Art Rivera and Nana Dela- 


port. Cast: Robert Ballagh, Susan 
Clark, Vicki Varvelle, Velma Coe, 
Gudy Miller, Rupert Drum, Lou 


Dunbar, Francis Scott, Ruth Saville. 
Teddy Amsterdam. | 
When ‘Easy For Zee Zee’ first 
emerged from the French at the old 
Green Street theatre some years ago, 
it hung up a record for the town by 
lasting 62 weeks, reviving later for | 
10 more. It also garnered beaucoup 
publicity, but those affiliated with 
original venture recall that actually 
the show’s torrid rep was due more 
to escapades of certain cast members 

than to actual police raids. 

Be that as it may, current stream- 
lined version is salty enough to please 
the night club crowd and while it 
isn’t likely to break previous records, 
it has a chance of staying longer than 
the four weeks set under deal with 
John Sobrato, operator of the Ren- 
dezvous. 

Eatery, intimate spot done in sort 
of Alpine style with tables for about 
350 persons, is located 
Beach Italian ouarter less than a 
mile from the now dark Green Street 
theatre. 

As presented here on small stage, 
play is farced to fit nitery tempo, 
cast reading its lines about twice as 
loud as would be required in a the- 
atre, despite concealed overhead 
mikes. That’s necessary to compete 
with diners, of course. Running an 
hour and a half overall, specialties 
between acts give customers time to 
order drinks, etc. 

Now well known plot deals with 
bridegroom who remains husband in 
name only because he was fright- 
ened by a customs guard, and is ad- 
vised to visit one Zee Zee to have his 
‘confidence’ restored. Practically 
everybody in cast also knows Zee 
Zee and pyramiding series of double 
entendre situations results. 

Thoroughly risque, play is basically 
well constructed, so that although it 





is plenty blue it is amusing rather | 


than dirty. One member of the} 
original cast, Gudy Miller, is in- 
cluded in present troupe, playing 


same role as Zee Zee'’s maid. Rupert 
Drum, godfather, did the same role 
in the Los Angeles version 
years ago. 


Title part is handled by Nana Del- | 
aport, a blonde with All it takes. She} 


had to change her name for this part. 


Switch was necessary due to rep of | 


‘Zee Zee,’ which doesn’t mix with 
dignity of an air show in which Miss 
*‘Delaport’ is a featured player. 
Cast includes some well-known lo- 
cal stock names, Lou Dunbar and 
Ruth Saville among them, and they 
dish out good solid trouping. A gal 
with a future is petite Susan Clark, 
who puts plenty of zip into part of 
kid sister who wants to know the 
answers. Also doubles in can-can 
routine between acts. Art Rivera, 
leading man, a clean-cut per- 
former who would be tops in stock 
if there were any such thing. - He’s 
from radio. On sidelines is another 
member of the original Green Street 
cast, Margaret Greene, secretary to 
Ear! Cohen, Jr., one of the presenters. 
‘Zee Zee’ spotted at 8:30 nightly, 


is 


with luncheon mats at 1 on Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Saturday. 
Wern. 





Lou Breese crew does a second | 
transcription for New York World | 
Stations 
was 


radio 
First 


Fair exploitation on 
all over the country. 
‘Come to the Fair.’ 








in North | 


some | 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
La Comparso Dancers (6), Dixie 
Dunbar and Rhythmaires (4), 
Johnny and George, Allen Fielding 
Orch (8) Don Renaldo Trio; no 
cover, $1 minimum, 





The brothers Kaliner have dropped 
the idea of shuttering their seven- 
week-old spot for the summer and 
are vieing for the stay-at-home trade 
with a show that makes up in class 
what it lacks in quantity. 

Headlining is Dixie Dunbar 
her Four (male) Rhythmaires. 
tiny terper and her four male backer- 


and 


| uppers have a smooth dancing rou- 
Offering runs through the en- | modus operandi of the melon-cutting 
| tire hoofing gamut, from old-time | 


tine. 


soft-shoe to the conga. 


| Johnny and George move over 
|from the Kaliners’ Rathskeller and 
| are socko with their boogie woogie. 
| Particularly in the click department 
are their Harlemese-Yiddish song 
| mixtures on ‘Bei Mir’ and ‘Ut da Zay.’ 
| During their encores (there were 
| three at show caught) they do ‘St. 
| Louis Blues,’ ‘I Love Life I Lead’ 
| and ‘Can’t Give Anything But Love.’ 
| The Comparso Dancers, sextet of 
| Cubans—three femmes and _ three 
| males—are in the best tropical tradi- 
tion doing their rhumbas and congas. 
Also do nice job getting timid cus- 
tomers out on the floor to the drum- 
beating of the Renaldo rhumba trio. 

Allen Fielding’s crew is newly or- 
ganized, but more than adequate in 
accompanying acts and providing for 
the dansapation. Latter is equally 
at home in rhumba rhythm or the 
conventional swing. Mort Fielding, 
brother of the maestro, vocals with 
the band. 


Biz at show caught Friday (5) mid- 
night was good. Shal, 


LEOPOLD STOKOWSKI 
LEADS STREET 


Atlantic City, July 16. 
| For the first time in his career, Leo- 
| pold Stokowski conducted his 
| chestra on a city street under the 











light of a street lamp. The occasion 
was a surprise serenade Wednesday 
| night (10) 


Taggart’s home to express ‘our 


} 
- 
| 71 


ASCAP’s Press 


Continued from page 33 | 


4% of commercial chain billings 
equitable, and all the rest. 
Rose, as a_ successful 








showman, 


| said he was present first and last as 


| other fields; that 15-18% 
| ASCAP overhead operating expense, 
The | 


a songwriter, just as were present 
writers like Richard Rodgers, Arthur 
Schwartz, Oley Speaks, Deems Tay- | 
lor, Vaughn de Leath, Charlie To-} 
bias, et al. 
How Melon Is Cut 

Buck and Paine took the bull by | 
the horns and anticipated any NAB} 
crack by stating that their salaries | 
weren't higher than any responsi- | 
ble executive could command in any 
constitutes 


and that the rest is split up between 


| writers and publishers, with a slice 


| annual stipend as its pai 


| 


| attorney, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





CONCERT 


| was 
or- | 
| Music, 


in front of Mayor Tom | 


| gratitude for being entertained here | 


| hotels.’ 
Stokie maneuvered his pale hands 


gracefully to conduct the youngsters 
through the ‘Manhattan Beach 
March,’ ‘E! Capitan March and 


‘Semper Fidelis.’ 

Without any direction from Stokie 
at all, the youngsters later 
rendition of ‘Hail, Hail the Gang’s 
All Here.’ 

In the middle of the first march, 
Mayor Taggart appeared on the bal- 


| during their rehearsal pewiod and for 
the free rooms and board in the best 


gave a‘ 


also to the foreign affiliates. The 


was detailed. 

Buck mentioned that for 16 years 
he didn’t get a dime from the So- | 
ciety; then he was voted a $25,000 

id president 
and that over a year ago he was 
given $50,000 a year. That Nathan 
Burkan until 1928 didn’t get a dime; | 
that the late theatrical and copyright 
as counselor for the late 
Victor Herbert, one of the Society’s 
founders, worked unselfishly and in- 
cessantly for the songwriters’ fu- 
ture welfare; that in ’28 he was voted 
a ‘measly $5,000 annual retainer,’ 
which meant little to the already in- 
fluential barrister. 

These and much 
scenes stuff was frankly aired in a. 
surprising unveiling of ASCAP in-| 
terior. 


behind-the- | 


Some Chiding 

€aesar scored Ed Klauber 
CBS’ attitude for not treating 
with the music men in a fair and 
equitable manner. Rose, on the 
other hand, chided ASCAP for not! 
pursuing peaceful parleys to nego- | 
tiate a contract with the broad- 
casters and was assured that every 
effort had been made and would be 
made. 


and | 





Rose said this was the first | 


time he was ever in the ASCAP| Where Was I? (15)...*°Til We Meet Again... 
| board room, in all his veteran career | Blue Lovebird (9)...*Lillian Russell 


as a songwriter, but stated that he 
undoubiedly keynoting many 
another songwriter that if Broadcast | 
Inc., buys the Robbins, | 
Feist and Miller catalogs—wherein | 
he has quite a few good songs, ‘some | 
written with a pretty good guy | 
whose initials are Vincent Youmans 
and the like’—that he would in- 
struct his attorney, Arthur Garfield | 
Hays, to start suit pronto; that BMI 
undoubtedly was buying ‘a flock of | 
lawsuits from us songwriters who} 
have certain very definite property 
rights in our past creations,’ ete. 

The general essence was that radio | 
commercially thrived on the usage | 
of popular and other well-estab- | 
lished music. Rose observed, 
‘Where would Mr. George Washing- | 
ton Hill’s Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
be without our music. He doesn’t 
for a moment think he can renew | 


| with the broadcasters for time and} 


| think he can have a topflight radio 


| . . ° 
| cony in his lounging robe and slip- | 


pers, later coming down on the 
street with an empty six-shooter and 
| gold-plated city detective badge 
which he presented to the maestro, 


ment’s ‘Black Maria’ which 

them and their instruments home. 
Tickets for the debut concert to 

be given by the All-American Youth 





JORINNY 


McGEE 


HIS SINGING TRUMPET 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


MILLION DOLLAR PIER 
ATLANTIC CITY 
WEEK JULY 28 


Direction 
GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 














| Orchestra here Sunday night (21) 


the committee reported they were 
being bought ‘amazingly fast.’ 

| Speaking of the orchestra’s upcom- 
ing South American tour, Stokie 
said ‘We shall play American music 
there, and by that I mean United 
States music.’ 


Betty Cook With KDKA Group 
Pittsburgh, July 16 
Fresh out of Roanoke College, Vir- 
ginia, where she got her degree just 
a month ago, Betty Cook, without 
any previous experience, has been 
added to artists staff at KDKA and 
| spotted for the summer as featured 





JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 
JULY 18 
COLLEGE INN 
SHERMAN HOTEL 


This Week and Next Week 
3 


Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St., New York 





vocalist on Maurice Spitalny’s beer- 
Sponsored Tap Time program. 
She’s a lyric coloratura and 


is 


shire music center. 





John Kirby’s small combo and 


| gether for Kirby and Miss Sullivan 
since Onyx Club, N. Y., last year. 








After the sez2nade, the youngsters | 
climbed aboard the Police Depart- | 
took 


went on sale last Thursday (11) and | 


program based on stuff in the pub-|! 
lic domain and the few copyrights 
from BMI, plus new material sup- 
plied BMI from they 
found somewhere under rocks. If 
they're any good they belong to 
ASCAP.’ | 
About the D. of J. 

The newsmen, towards the end, 
got quite inquisitive about the De- 
partment of Justice’s suit of five 
years ago, and the renewed legal 
attack. Buck and Paine reviewed | 
that for them; made light of it more 
or less; Buck observed that it ‘was 
a curious coincidence that now, as 
five years ago when also a new deal 
was being negotiated, the authorities 
were ‘suddenly steamed up’ into 
probing ASCAP. Now when we 
have this new 10-year negotiation in 


songwriters 


process, again comes legal harass- 
ment, just as it has through about 


half of the 48 states in the union, 


| all through state legislatures, all at 


the expense of the taxpayers, while 
we've been compelled to defend with 
private funds.’ 

Paine mentioned the broadcasters’ 


| ‘per piece’ payoff ideas, and Buck 


stressed that 65,000,000 radio per- 


| formances of ASCAP music last year 


made the Society the most practical | 
copyright clearing house for music | 


pinch-hitting on the show for Mary | Tights. 
|Martha Briney, who has gone to! 
| Stockbridge, Mass., for a summer of | the press turnout; stressed that this W 
study at Serge Koussevitzky’s Berk- | wasn’t in the nature of any press, 


Buck reiterated his gratitude for | 


conference; there were no prepared} 
‘statements’; that only the first issue | 
of a new weekly house-organ, | 
‘ASCAP Notes,’ to better tell the 


that, as he 


which they 


did freely and quite 
minutely. | 


= bene 


| Masters 


lows, 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending July 13, 1940) 





Playmates 
Make-Believe Island 
I'll Never Smile Again 
Breeze and I 
God Bless America 
Sierra Sue 
Imagination 


*Where Was I? (‘’Til We Meet Again’) 
*Blue Lovebird (‘Lillian Russell’) 


I Can’t Love You Anymore 
Fools Rush In 


I'm Stepping Out With a Memory Tonight 


Woodpecker Song 
When the Swallows Come Back 
Devil May Care 


*Filmusical 


Coe eee eee eeeee eee eee eee sees ee eeeeee tt eeee 


eeoeoeeseeesreseeeeseee tees 


Santly 
Miller 


Marks 
Berlin 


4 te eee ewe cok carps Ob. SM EN Cae SREY Shapiro 


. 


ee ee ee 


Olman 
BVC 
Robbins 
Robbins 
Witmark 
cvovces Watmark 
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Network Plugs, 8 AM. tol AM. 





performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown wp in these 





On The Upbeat 


World’s Fair, New York, running 
an amateur band and instrumentalist 
contest Sept. 6-7. 
Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy 
Jack Teagarden, and Carl Kress will 





| judge various individuals and groups. 


Ted Straeter booked for August at 
Piping Rock Club, Saratoga, N. Y., 
opening July 29. Zito Rhumba group 
also set 


Shep Fields may replace Frankie 
at Taft hotel, New 
Sept. 15. First date in N. Y. 
Fields in some time if set. 


for 


Maurice Spitalny into Bill Green’s, 


Pittsburgh, July 29 for two weeks, 
replacing Jack McLean outfit. Spi- 
talny will be followed Aug. 12 by 


Everett Hoagland, a return engage- 
ment for latter. 


Johnny Long picked up a new sax 


player, Cy Woistman, in Pittsburgh 
last week. Woistman once had a 
dance orch of his own there. 

Lani McIntire and his Aloha 


Islanders opened limited run at Wil- 
Pittsburgh, Friday (12), suc- 
ceeding Clyde Knight crew. 


Jim Kennedy, former 


personal 


Harry James, | 
Dorsey, | 


York, | 


| ing at softball in Central Park 
| last 


manager for Everett Hoagland, now | 
managing the ballroom at Kenny- | 


wood Park, Pittsburgh. 


Tommy Carlyn band opened at 
est View Park, Pittsburgh, Mon- 
day (15) for two-week stay. 





| Paul 


Bobbie Nicholson is back slapping | 


bass with Harold Austin orch at 


Maxine Sullivan, Kirby’s wife, set | story, was available; that he didn’t Crystal Beach, Ont., ballroom. 
,for stand at Ritz-Carlton, Boston, | want to use the newspapermen for | 
| opening Aug. 5. Val Ernie or Terry | any ‘sounding boar1’; 
Shand will alternate. First date to- | hoped, they would interrogate him,! Gentlemen, now at the Banff Springs | 
Hotel, Banff, are now heard over the | 
Canadian network Sundays, Wednes- | 


Mart Kenney and His Western 


listings. 

GRAND 
| TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
| I'm Nobody’s Baby (5)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb..... See 40 
| I’m Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (5)......... Robbins 3s 

oe OO 8 Ey a ae rer errr ae 3 
ON ar errrerrreri rete ic Shapiro ... 3B 
NE Cr EE SO ce cab os oben cee bheaeaee nee eeke Famous - a 
EE TT EA er rere rrr. y rrr Witmark ...... 29 
ee eee Meee Seer AB). oc ckcs sc ci cases asessaese’ Sun .. 25 
I, OM ss orcs wh Gia ed 89-06 a8 Hees oe ORO OSE EE £46 ra sacs 24 
EO 8) rr rere see errr aye ee 21 
Yours Is My Heart (11)...tLand of Smiles. .........¢. Perms ........ 2 
When Swallows Come Back Capistrano (3)........... . Witmark 21 
DC I TE SO Gada s Siidss aceboy cea pe aslee’ Ager 20 
You Can’t Brush Me Off (7)...*Louisiana Purchase.... Berlin ......... 20 
Pe Gate © ere eis ee BEOTO CEE). oie ccc ccsccevcuevenen re 19 
NS te I, Os es oe esc bev veh be ee seeee eens re 19 
CEU BEER SEE), 5b bocscckwscadesetocdgeeecas Miller ..... 18 
Al This, Ge Teeaven Tow (4)... CATT. ccc ccccecerecs Remick 18 
You're Lonely, I’m Lonely (9)...+Louisiana Purchase.. Berlin 17 
Meet the Sun Halfway (10)...*If I Had My Way....... Santly 17 
inside Remick LT 
ve ere ree cet. Feist 16 
April Played Fiddle (3)...*If I Had My Way... .. Santly 16 
Mr. Meadowlark (4) Pe nr ae ee . Mercer 15 
PRE Bee MOM WIGISGER. CO) ic cicocdcs decreed een cedeeene Crawford 14 
ae: re ; eer eT Amervican 14 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (2).......... BMI ..... 13 
RS SS ree erin eet er rere wore Harms 13 
Tennessee Fish Fry (9)...¢American Jubilee ... Chappell 12 
Orchids for Remembrance .(2)....... .. Miller li 
Please Take Letter Miss Brown (2).. . Paramount 1} 
Polka Dots and Moonbeams (3)..........cccscscevcces Berlin 11 
Be ee eS ee eee Re ee ee re, i ee Li 
It’s a Lovely Day Tomorrow (1)...+Louisiana Purchase.. Berlin Li 
PNG COR. 5 60s i coivcnces Or ee et ee oe Se re eee ip 
On a Simmery Summery Day (1)......... isemenbou ee 10 


days and Fridays. Sunday programs 
are carried over the NBC as an ex- 
change feature. 

Benny Pollack has made a couple 
of changes in his orchestra person- 


nel. James McIntosh takes over on 
second trumpet, replacing Bud Le- 
coulie, and Bill McMann 1 s 
Joe Harris on trombone. 


*pHiac 





Jan Garber’s engagement 
Casa Manana, Culver Cit) 
tended four weeks. 

Skinnay Ennis and his ovrclies 
signed for a Melody Master shor 
Warners, 


Coleman Hawkins band ain 
ing all summer at Savoy Ballroom, 
New York. Opened July 4 


21) 





\g 


MhLe 


broke 
theatre 


Count Basie band 
day record of Regal 
cago. 


pent 
c° 


. 


Georgie Auld led Charlie 12 
band at Brighton Beach, L. I, for 
a day last week. Barnet 
Auld recently left Jan Savitt’ 

Billy Burton, Jimmy Dorsey ma3tt- 
ager, ill for week with bronchial m- 
fluenza. Recovering 


Tommy Dorsey band beat 9° 
Jimmy Dorsey outfit in the fast in 
fee 
week, 12-10. Both leaders 
played. 


Raymond Scott copped trumpeter 
Johnny Owens from Charles Barnet 
Scott currently on first one-nighters. 





Frank Burke, ex-personal rep for 
Whiteman, in public relations 
in Minneapolis. 





Jimmy Applegate’s orch sighth 
summer season at Clyde's, Mourntait- 
home, Pa. 
playing 

M anor 


Donlin’s Pennsylvanians 
terrace ballroom of Pocono: 
Inn, Pocono Manor, Pa. 
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| 
After # stormy session in James | 
petrillo’s office at the American | 
eration of Musicians’ N.Y. head- | 
rters. attended also by retired | 
xy Joseph N. Weber, the Abe) 
an vs. Billy Rose salary dispute 
4s left unsettled. Rose, who had a | 
10,000 pond up, refused to hand 
ver the 10G in settlement of Ly- 
n’'s $28,000 contract, and offered 
000 instead. 
Petrillo said that rather than send | 
to the International, they were 
yeoming to New York Sept. 2 and 
s the matter was privately may | 

















justed the interim that body 
yould make final decision. 

Rose was attended by Arthur Gar- | 
feld Hays. his personal attorney. | 
jyman stated that ‘the union was | 
my jawyer’ and presented his case to | 
Petrillo, Weber, et al. The band- 
man went into the proposition he got 
92500 from Rose at his Casa Manana 
yitery on Broadway and that the 
mly reason he accepted $1,400 for 
he N.Y. Fair spot in Rose’s Bar- 
rary Coast was for exploitation | 
values, figuring on three wires a | 
week via NBC, which weren't de- 
hivered him, and the fact it would 
glso be a vacation. Lyman and the 
beys leased homes at Great Neck 
gd other towns near the Fair- 
grounds. 

He played and paid four weeks 
snd is owed 20—‘run of the Fair.’ 
which is a 24- week season—at $1,400. 
Rose stated he had sold the place | 
io Nicky Blair and others. Latter | 
was Rése’s general factotum and the | 
‘gle’ was questioned by the musi- 
tans’ union officials. 

Petrillo took Rose to task when 
he said he was a ‘big user of music’ | 
by observing that when he (Rese) | 
wanted to cut his Aquacade band 
from 22 men to 15, the union insisted | 
on 50, but compromised on 30. ‘And 
if I'd been in town,’ said Petrillo, 
Jd have made you use 50 men in 
that big Aquacade. An _ alleged 
$1,100 differential to Noble Sissle 
for rehearsal time at Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe also was brought up. It 
must be settled this week, or else, 
said Petrillo. 

Rose alleged to have cracked 
ebout ‘a gun to my head,’ and Lyman 
dpenly voiced that before Petrillo 
and the others, whereupon the show- 
man stated he referred to Lyman, 
not the union. 


is 


VLADIMIR GOLSCHMANN | 
BECOMING A YANKEE 


St. Louis, July 16. 


Viadimir Golschmann, baton waver 
for the St. Louis symph orchestra, 


has taken out his first U. S. citizen- 
ship papers and expects to obtain 
his final papers here, his adopted 
home. A native of France, Golsch- 


mann has been coming to the U. S 
for the past 10 years, entering on a 
Visitors’ visa. In order to prevent 
ey mixup since Germany has taken 
Over his native country Golschmann 
t went to Canada recently and had 
} the American Consul at Windsor ob- 
lan his quota number from the 
French government. This required 
four days. 

Fearing his entry to the U. S 
might be delayed by immigration 
authorities letters were prepared by 
Mayor Dickmann, Alexander Fraser, 
chairman of the symph exec. board, 
and the State Social Security Com- 
Mission but they were not necessary 








a the U. S. Consul approved his 
visa, Golschmann, now visiting in 
the east, will return next fall for 
his 10th consecutive year as con- 
Guctor of the local symph. 
May Acquire Suburban Spot te Sup- 
plement Hotels 
he Maria Kramer, owner of the 
Is6n and Lincoln hotels, New 


York, is mulling the thought of build- | 
ng or buying a Westchester or 
orthern New Jersey spot for name | 
bands, Similar to the current Meadow- | 
—- at Cedar Grove, N. J. Dur- 
Mg the past several weeks she has 
ti €n circulating through those sec- 
ons looking over sites. 
he’s a band fan, personally super- | 
‘wurkt the selection of bands for | 
the pan het spots. Charlie Barnet at 
_~Incoin and Gray Gordon at the 
80n are current. 


Visi 





| week, causing $5,000 worth of dam- 


| dance hall had closed at midnight, 


THEATRE DATES 


Rose Refuses to Pay Abe Lyman; | 
Petrillo Gives Him Until Sept. 2 





Bomb Rips Dance Hall | 


Cleveland, July 16. 

Some 300 dancers missed being | 
blown up by only 15 minutes when 
a time-bomb placed under Chippewa 
Lake Park's ballroom exploded last 


age. Luckily, it went off after the 


not injuring anybody. Exp?osion 
buckled and tore big holes through | 
the dance floor, destroying a lava- | 
tory in which it apparently had been 
hidden, and badly damaged a gro- 
cery store and barber shop on the | 
ground floor. 

Parker Beach, park owner, could 
furnish no motive for the mysterious 
bombing. 


| 





GAIN LUSTRE 
FOR BANDS 





Theatre dates are the aim of road | 
traveling bands this year more than | 
ever before due to the instability 
of the one-night trail. Jam toward | 
Picking off full week theatre dates 
is based on the minimum of head- 
aches encountered, while the single 
day stands this season are full of 
‘em. With cold weather and rainy 
weather combining to skid the daily 


commitments way off their feed, 
bands this hot stretch are telling 
¢ach other of the number ef thea- 
tres they have booked, not the 
length of single day stands in the 
bag. 

Most bands would rather play 
theatres anyhow but in a tough 
stretch such as the current one the 


advantage is emphasized. One night- 
ers require a jump every day, pack- 


ing up, riding, losing sleep, making 
for heavy wear and tear on the 
men, and pyramiding expenses. 


Transportation is an important item 
in band operation. Theatres, on the 
Other hand, require a move once a 
week. Too, the booking office com- 
mission slice is only 10% for thea- 
tres where the grab is 20% for one- 
nighters. Means a°-band has to gross 


more each week to wind up with, 
the same net that a theatre date 
orings. And, according to bookers. 


it’s hard to get proportionately more 
one-night money for band worth 
a certain amount in theatres, in or- 
der to net them the same amount 
no matter which field is plaved 
Example of heavy leaning toward 


a 


theatre stands is the Sammy Kaye 
band which ts on the road for 20 
weeks this summer prior to return- 
ing to the Commedore hotel, New 
York, in the fall. Of the 20 stanzas 
Kave is playing 16 weeks of thea- 
tres, 


Name Bands for First 
Time at Cal. State Fair 


Sacramento, Cal., Julv 16 
For the first time since its incep- 
tion, the State Fair, running for 11 
davs from Aug. 30. will have name 
bands as the chief lure Fox Case 
CBS special eventer in Hollywood 
as chairman of the attractions c 
mittee, has booked through Music 
Corp. Kay Kyser, Orrin Tucker ane 
Horace Heidt, who will appear 
that orde1 Bandmen, who have 
broadc: during their stand here 
will remote them from aée special 
auditorium on the fairgrounds 
Other talent booked includes Rufe 
Davis. The Danwills, Howard 
Nichols, and a chorus of precision 
steppers. Don Forbes, Richfield Re- 


porter of radio, emcees the enter- 


tainment features 


Raymond Scott to Chi 
Chicago, July 16. 
Raymond Scott orchestra has been 
set for the Panther Room 
Inn) of the Sherman hotel sta 


(College 


ting 


on Aug. 2 and running through to| 
Labor Day. 
Placed through Columbia Artists, 


this will be initial nitery or personal 
appearance for Scott in Chicago or 


environs, 


| Stand at Catalina Island, Calif., Sun- 
day 
, forced into Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 


| bon Brown, trombone; Nick Fatool., 
; drums; and Les Robinson, alto sax, 


| tered Mayo Saturday (13). 


Goodman Goes Waltz 





Benny Goodman band, bounc- 
ers deluxe, has recorded its first 
waltz. Tune called 
‘Nostalgia.’ 

It written 
Stoltz, the Viennese 
‘Two Hearts 
Time.’ 


is 


| 
one 
i 
! 


was by Robert 


writer of 
in Three-Quarter 








Goodman Retains Nucleus 
For Later Reorganization; 


Others Mull Shaw Offer 


Disposition of the manpower of 
the Benny Goodman band, which 
broke up after the completion of a 


(14) because Goodman was 


Minn., for treatment for sciatica, will 
probably see part of it shifting to 
Artie Shaw. Latter jis reported as 
having offered places in the new 
popular band he’s building to five of 
Goodman's men. Johnny Guarraniez, 
piano; Jerry Jerome, tenor sax: Ver- 


are those said to be shifting to Shaw. 
Robinson was part of the original 
Shaw band which the latter walked 
out on at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York last Fall. Goodman en- 
He left 
his band Tuesday (9). 

Final breakup of the Goodman 
outfit was the second attempt he 
made to disband it. Several weeks 
ago the sciatica that had been 
bothering him for months drove him 
to give the group notice, but it was | 





later rescinded when the ailment | 
eased. According to his present | 
plans, Goodman will definitely be | 


back in the band business by Sept. 1, 
if the treatment he undergoes at 
Rochester and a subsequent rest help | 
him to attain any semblance of 
physical normalcy. 

In order to make it easy to rebuild, 
several of his kev men and Helen 
Forrest, his vocalist. are being kept 
on salary through the layoff. Toots 
Mondello, ace alto saxist and Ziggy 
Elman, trumpet, are returning to 
New York. Elman was originally | 
scheduled to lead the band during! 
Goodman's enforced absence, but the | 
plan was abandoned when no re-| 
sponse could be roused in buyers. 

Republic picture, ‘Hit Parade.” for 
which Goodmah had been signed is 


| 


|already in the works. 


Offer to Pinchhit 
Hollywood, July 16. 
Three band leaders volunteered to | 
act as guest conductors for Benny 
Goodman's band at Catalina while} 
the king swinger is at the Mayo 
clinie at Rochester, Minn., for diag- 
nosis and treatment of a sciatica ail- 


ment. Carl Hoff led off. followed by 
Kay Kyser and Artie Shaw Latter 
took the last two days of the island 
stand Kyser took along his vocal- 
ist, Ginny Simms 

Republic is holding up its super 
filmusical, ‘Hit Parade of 1940," pend- 
ing definite word of Goodmans con- 
dition. Contingency contract calls 
for cancellation of the band In the 
event Goodman is not in shape to 
report by Aug. 11. Band is on fou 
weeks vacation Alternates for the 
Goodman spot in ‘Hit Parade’ are 
Bob Crosby, who'll be at Catalina 
in August, and possibly Glenn 


Miller 


DANCE SHED NOBODY 
LIKED NOW AN ARMORY 


Buffaie Julv ieé 
Big. steel-arched Broadway Aud- 
toriun more realistically termed 
‘the barn hich echoed to 
evervthing from the turkey-trot tl 
the jeep, will echo soon to feet 


converted 


marching. Spot is to be 


into base for anti-aircraft unit. 


All the name bands have played 
there. though some of them = un- 
willingly Old-style, barnlike = in- 
terior was no perfect sounding shell, 
and what went into the p.a. system 
usually came out hash Res iden- 
tial section also has drawn away 
from area in recent vears. leaving i 
largely in undesirable neighborhood 
'for dance fans 

Floor, soon to rumble to gun and 
searchlight batteries. was partly 
stone, of which even the most avid 
shagger wearied. Everyone is heav- 
ing a sigh of relief in turning. it 
‘over to the National Guart 


‘Relic of Speakeasy Era Survives 


To Become Top Song for Robbins 





Orrin Tucker One-Niters 


Orrin Tucker orchestra staris its 


first string of one-night dates in the | 


east, since the ‘Oh Johnny’ episode, 
shortly after completing its current 
three-week stay at New York Para- 
mount. Band will take a short vaca- 
tion then tee off the singles at Her- 
shey Park, Hershey, Pa. July 31. 
Follow with Lakewood Park. Ma- 


hanoy City, Pa, Aug. 1; week at 
Hipp theatre, Balto, 2-8. 
As yet tentative are stands at 


Pottstown, Pa, Aug. 9; Steel Pier, | 


Atlantic City, 11; Carrolliown, Pa., 
12, and Fernwood Park, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., July 13. Harry Moss, of 
MCA, set ’em. 





ARTIE SHAW 


MUST PAY GAC 
COMMISH 


James C. Petrillo, American Feéd- 
eration of Musicians prez, has ruled 





that Artie Shaw must live up to his 


contract with the General Amuse- 
ment Corp.and clear all his bookings 
through that organization.. Order 
requires Shaw to pay GAC commis- 


; sions on all dance, theatre and radio 


dates for the next two years. 

General Amusement complained to 
Petrillo after Shaw was booked on 
the Burns and Allen program (NBC- 
Spam) by the William Morris office. 
Shaw was being booked by 
when he walked out of his contract 
with the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y.. 
last year. 


Sammy Kaye one nighter at Pitts- 
field, Mass., recently will serve to 
illustrate a spread on the single 
stand end of the band biz being run 
by Pic Mag. Latter shipped a pho- 
tographer with the crew to record 
all the points including from bus 
ride to the date through prepara- 
tions, actual hop, packing, etc. 


GAC | 


‘Maybe,’ being plugged as the 
1 song by Jack Robbins, dates back 
to 1923 and the speakeasy er: 
it became known among table singers 
as ‘the buck song,’ due tc cure. 
| firedness as a dollar tip getter. Allan 
Flynn and Frank Madden, enieriain- 
at Elkine’s hideaway 
York’s Fordham section, 1. 
| They were a sort of Van-and- 
| Schenck team and they printed up 
| their ‘Maybe’ song privately, selling 
|copies to other singwng waiters and 
entertainers for anything from $1 to 
| $5. It was a surefire torcher tor the 
bar trade, somehow, and the enier- 
‘tainers eventually started bootleg- 
ging it, not paying Flynn and Mad- 
|den any fee. In 1935 Rialto Music 
| Co, printed it and sold 10,000 ccpies 
in ene year. In 1938 Dick Robertson 
on Decca waxed it and it sold well 
via the coin-machines. This deier- 
mined Robbins to give it a real ride. 

Flynn one day was asked whai he 
made on the song by one entertainer 
who figured up that the ‘buck song's’ 
i $1 tips over a period of three years 
had meant some $3,000 or $4,000 m- 
come. The songwriters then decided 
, 10 publish it. 


HOUSE BAND CASTS 
DOUBTS ON TOURERS 


Milwaukee, July 16. 
Steve Swedish and his orchestra, 
'now in their third season as house 
band at the Modernistic Ballroom at 

State Fair park, have been attracting 
| the dance fans in such numbers that 
|management is wondering if its 
policy of bringing in a name band 
one day a week isn’t a waste of 
money. Except for Dick Jurgens 
| and Russ Morgan, the loca) outfit has 
brought in bigger net returns than 
, visiting celebrities. 

Already booked, however, for the 
near future are Lawrence Welk, 
Wayne King, Leonard Keller and 
Tony Martin. 

Swedish has the knack of switch- 
ing his technique to match thai of 
the guest band at will, and dancers 
say his copies are so true thai they 
cannot tell from ear which they ere 
listening to. 
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hE WeNt CRazy 

go trying to pick © pro- i 

gram of hits, until he found the | 
safest woy wos to select songs 

THE ROBBINS WAY, — proven the 

most consistent publisher of hits. | 

I'M STEPPING OUT | 

WITH A MEMORY TO-NIGHT ff 

By the writers of “Music Moestro, Please” 

° 

| YOU THINK OF EV’RYTHING [ 

From Billy Rose's “NEW AQUACADE" of the N.Y. World's Foir 1940 


THE WOODPECKER SONG | 


A Record-Brecking Hit Of The Yeor 





IN PREP 


Now being recorded 





MAYBE 


FERRY-BOAT SERENADE 


By the writers of “The Woodpecker Song’ 
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Philly Nitery Op Appeals Ruling 


q 


On Payment of Compensation Taxes 


Double Loss ? 


Philadelphia, July 16. 
B. Joseph Kelly, receiver tes- 
tifying in Federal Court anent 
the closing of the swanky An- 
chorage, said the total receipts 
for July 3 were $1. 
The patron, Kelly 
was himself. 
‘I bought a couple of drinks 
for a reporter,’ he said. 


BURLEY AWAITS 
LA GUARDIA 
TALK 








Philadelphia, July 15. | 


Frank Palumbo, operator of a club | 
in Little Italy and two spots in sea-| 
shore resorts, filed an appeal F: iday | 
(12) with the Unemployment Com- 
pensation Board of Rev iew csahingt | 
to reverse the board’s ruling that | 
makes night club operators liable for 
the payment of unemployment com- 
pensation taxes for musicians. 

Palumbo, through his attorney, 
Charles Solit, declared that the) 
beard’s ruling which made payment | 
mandatory on musicians other than 
so-called ‘name bands’ was uncon- 
stitutional. In addition, Palumbo 
contended musicians were contracted 
for a given period through their 
leader and therefore the latter | 
should be responsible for the tax, 
payment. 

Stephen Stahlnecker, chairman of 
the board, promised an early hear- 
ing and decision because the ruling 
is important to virtually all local) 
nitery owners, who already are in 
hot water due to non-payment of, 3 
Federal Social Security taxes. Concerted action of New York's 

Originally the State Unemploy- | burles que theatre operators, the In- 
ment Compensation Board ruled that | ternationat Alliance of Theatrical 
bandleaders were liable for the un-| |Stage Employes and the Brother 
employment taxes. Then last Oc-| Artists Assn. to get the city admin- 
tober three musicians who worked | istration to remove its ban on the 
at Palumbo'’s Philly spot—Bobby | word ‘burlesque’ is presently waiting 
Morro, Morris Grossman and Ray | for an audience with Mayor La 
DeLaurentis— appealed and the Guardia. A get- together of the vari- 
board upheld them, reversing its | ous factions was first held a couple 
original stand. Palumbo’s appeal is| of weeks ago at the Astor hotel, 
trying to upset that ruling. 7", 

Under the board’s present inter- Theatre ops maintain that inability 
pretation of the law, only ‘name’ to use the word burlesque has con- 
bandleaders, who guarantee salaries siderably hurt business; stagehands 
to musicians, whether they work or and burley performers are siding 
not, are liable for tax levies. with them in the hopes that a revival 

Meanwhile, Federal Internal Reve- of the tag will mean more playing 
nue agents were getting ready to time and therefore more employ- 
spread their campaign for the col-, ment. 
lection of social security levies 
against niteries following their raid 
on the Anchorage last Tuesday (2). 

The spot was taken over by a Fed 
eral Court receiver for failure to pay 
more than $3,000 in Federal taxes. 
Federal Judge Harry E. Kalodner 
ordered the receiver, B. Joseph 
Kelly, to continue its operation to 
determine whether it could be run 


revealed, 











a 


Commissioner Paul Moss, following 
numerous complaints and a couple 
of raids on smutty shows. Since then 
the burlesque shows have chiefly 
been called ‘Follies, which the the- 
atre ops claim is an inadequate de- 
scription of the entertainment and 
not understood by out-of-towners, 





at a profit. On Wednesday (10) Ce aia 
Kelly reported that a week’s trial) 
had shown a $250 loss and Judge! ‘Ruby Newman $ Nitery 


Kalodner ordered the spot shuttered 
to conserve its assets pending reor- 
ganization. 

Kelly said that newspaper stories 
about the Internal Revenue raid had 
hurt ‘immeasurably’. In addition, he Magnolia Casino, operated by 
said, patrons could not telephone to| Ruby Newman, bandleader, was 
check on whether it was open be-| held up yesterday morning (Mon- 
cause phone service had been cut! day) and employes were forced by 
xf because of non-payment of bills.| four bandits to hand over about $1,- 
a 1700 in receipts. Another $100 was 


| 
‘ from the persons of the 18 
Diosa Costello Delayed 


taken 

|! employes roused out of bed by the 
Diosa Costello, starred at La Con- 
ga (N. Y.) nitery past two seasons, 


thugs. Ruby Newman was not per- 
sonally involved, since he has a sum- 
arrived from a Cuban vacation on! mer cottage a short distance away 
Monday (15) after being stalled 
there due to wartime shipping sus- 


 Chpped $1,700 by Thugs 


Boston, July 16. 





from the Casino, 
The bandits made a getaway by 


pensions. She was to have been back | shooting their way through a police | 
sooner in time to open at Loew’s| barricade on the road out of Mag- 
State, N. Y., this week. nolia, near here. None of the Ca- 


Beverly Roberts subbed. | sino employes was injured. 
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Burlesque as a marquee lure was | 
banned a few years ago by License | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| Sherman cuts 


| pitting 


TA BENEFIT POLICY 


REMAINS UNSETTLED 


There's been no final action as yet, 
it’s evident that the American 


yuild of Musical Artists 
seeking revision of the 
present Theatre Authority setup. 
Last plan these two unions spon- 
sored, which was nixed by other af- 


American 
are still 


filiates in the Associated Actors and | 
would | 


Artistes of America setup, 
have placed formulation of the 
benefit policy strictly in the hands 
of a Four A’s committee, with the 
TA board merely handling dis- 
bursements of the charity coin col- 
lected from such shows. 

Hoyt Haddock, AGVA's executive 
secretary, is anxious to achieve TA 
revision in order to stop the ‘free 
show’ racket. He claims TA passes 
too many of this type of gratis per- 
{formance by actors. AGMA is of 
a like opinion. 

Upholding TA is Equity, Screen 
Actors Guild and the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. A com- 
mittee of all the Four A’s affiliates 


| is still trying to arrive at a formula 
| acceptable to 


all. 


ADAMS REOPENS 


NEWK VAUDER 


A. A. Adams, who went for over 
$350,000 in order to ‘kill off’ the 
vaudeville opposition from Eddie 
Sherman and Sam Stiefel in Newark, 
N. J., last year, reopens the Adams 
(formerly the Shubert) in that town 
as a vaudfilmer Aug. 30. This was 
the house which Sherman-Stiefel 
operated in opposi‘ion to Adams’ 
Paramount, and, ironically, Adams 
has engaged Sherman to book the 
house. 

Formerly, A. & B. Dow did all the | 
vaude booking for Adams in Newark. 
another notch 
versus the Dows when he re- 
sumes booking the Majestic, Pater- 
son, N. J., Labor Day week. Dows 
took this house from him last spring. 

In last year’s vaude battle in New- 
ark, featured by Adams’ Paramount 
name bands plus pictures 
against what was then the Shubert, 
also operating with name orchs, 
sans pictures, 





score 


the Sherman-Stiefel 


| combo dropped around $20,000. They 


| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} tion 





finally withdrew and, in order 
forestall a similar situation in 
future, Adams bought the house, re- 
furbished it and reopened it under | 
his own management. It didn’t work | 
out, however, and he finally closed it, 
his ledgers showing more 
000 on the debit side for the experi- 
ence. 


to 


The battle reached its peak when | 


Artie Shaw played the 
against Benny Goodman 


Paramount 
, at the Shu- 


bert, in a battle of swing. Goodman 
was then the top b.o. band and 
| Shaw was challenging him for it: 
Shaw subsuequently became the 
| No. 1 band He since has been re- 
placed by Glenn Miller, 


Sommay Sofferia Back 
At New Detroit Stand 


Detroit. July 16. 

Police and the State Liquor Con- 
trol Commission here fail to see eye 
to eye on the return of Sammy Sof- 
ferin, whose swank Powatan club 
was closed Feb. 1, to the 
He has just bought the Wonder 
in downtown Detroit with the sanc- 


xf the usually tough state com- 


Balto Local Show Set 


Baltimore, July 16. 

Annual local show, ‘Stardust 
Revue,’ produced by the Hippodrome 
in conjunction with the Baltimore 
News-Post, will be presented July 
26, with run of two weeks a possi- 
bility. 

Staged by H. Ted Routson, of the 
Hipp staff, with dances by John 
Lonergan, brought in for the stint, 
layout will feature eight local acts, 





in the | 


but | patrons and partake of refreshments. | 


however, | 


the | 


than $350,- | 


business. | 
Bar | 


a line of 20 and six showgirls se- 
| lected from surrounding communi- 
ties to appear in a flash finale. Cur- 
rent edition will be sixth bi-annual 
| effort to date. 


Philly EMA Deal With 
AGVA Permits Agents 





Philadelphia, July 16. 

Agents here will receive commis- 
sions ranging from 10 to 331/3% 
under an agreement worked out 
Friday (12) between committees rep- 
resenting the Entertainment Man- 
agers Assn, and the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. The question of 
commissions was the major hitch 
that was holding up the signing of 
the AGVA franchise by the agents. 


manded that agents’ fees be limited 
to 10%, while the latter: pointed out 
that eheis State licenses allowed com- 
missions ranging up to 50%. 

The final agreement was in the na- 
ture of a compromise. Agents will 
be allowed fees of 10% for theatres 
and for niteries under normal con- 
ditions. When securing work entails 
added time and expense, they will be 
allowed up to 20%. Commissions for 
jobs at yan clubs and parties will | 
be 334, 

By petting a 10% minimum on 
commissions, the agents hope 
drive out of business chiselers who, 
ing acts for low as 50 cents a 
throw. 


as 





NEWARK LAW BARS 
‘MIXING’ IN NITERIES 


The city counc iL ¢ of f New ark, N. d., 
has passed a law aimed to eliminate 
‘mixing’ in niteries. 


Statute makes it a misdemeanor 
for any employee in a nitery or cafe 
'in Newark to sit at tables with 


| There’s nothing in the law, 


ito prevent ’em from sitting with 


| guests if they don’t drink. 
| Law is the first to bolster the 
American Guild of Variety Artists’ 


| drive to eliminate 
|formers and 
iin niteries. 


‘mixing’ of per- 
chorines with patrons 
All of AGVA’s contracts 
| with such spots carry a nix on such 
extra-curricular work by members. 


Nixon First Pittsburgh 
Nitery to Go AGVA 








Pittsburgh, July 16. 
| Nixon Cafe has just signed a 
|closed shop contract with American 
|Guild of Variety Artists, first nitery 


|}under the line here. Minimum of 
1$60 weekly for principals was set | 
at_ =6Tony Conforti’s spot, one of 
downtown’s leading dine-and-dance | 
places 
; Negotiations are now going on 
|} with several other leading cafes, 
j}and AGVA officials expect a num- 
| ber of early okays as a result of 
| Nixon’s action, . 
AGVA here, incidentally, is burn- 


ing up at a couple of promoters who 
have announced a picnic next month 


‘sponsored by local night club en- 
| tertainers.’ Union officials have 
written to newspapers telling them 
|affair is ‘for private gain of a few 
individuals’ and isn’t connected in 
any way with either AGVA or any 
local group of entertainers 


Expect Racetrack Will 


mission. He opened last night (Mon- 
jay) 

His former spot, one of the oldest 
niteries in Detroit, was closed on 
charges that gambling was permit- 
ted and that liquor was sold after | 
the 2 a.m. deadline 

In giving the Powatan’s operator | 
another chance, Orrin A. DeMass, 


chairman of the liquor control, said, 
‘Tm interested in correction, not 
crucifixion.” Deputy Police Superin- 
tendent William J. Heidt refused to 
o.k. the liquor permit. After the 
state board, with the higher author- 
ity, gave the okay, Police Commis- 
sioner Frank D. Eaman said, ‘I don’t 
know where this fellow Sofferin gets | 
all his prestige.’ 








Bill Jordan opens his Bar of Mu- 
sic in Los Angeles today (Wed.). 





Bert Wheeler pulled out of Earl 
Carroll’s Hollywood revue on the 
Coast and opens at Loew's State, 
New York, July 25. 


| Hypo Camden Niteries| 

Philadelphia, July 16. | 

Operators of night spots and road- | 

houses in the outskirts of Camden, | 

N. J., may experience a boom if | 
plans for the building of a racetrack 
at the airport site go through. Ap- | 

| plication for permission to build and | 
| operate the track was filed last week | 


with the New Jersey Racing Com- | 
mission, It was entered by Jersey 
Downs, a corporation which holds 
options on the defunct Camden air- 
port and part of an adjoining golf 
course, 

The project is said to have the 
backing of Mayor Frank Hague, of | 
Jerséy City. 





To Take Up to 3347 


Tom Kelly, AGVA biz agent, had de- | 


to | 


according to reports, have been book- | 


| here; Iris Grabrilles 


PA. TELLS MCA. 
IT MUST BE 
LICENSED 


Philadelphia, July 16. 


Anthony Sharkey, state agent in 
charge of enforcment of the bookin, g 
license law, stated Saturday (13 
that he had mailed an applic thine 
for a Pennsylvania license to the 
Music Corp. of America and ex. 
pected MCA to sign up shortly. This 
marked the state’s first major blow 
in its fight to force out-of-state 
agents to obtain licenses since the 
law was passed more than 
years ago. 

Sharkey declared that once MCA 
was licensed he would go after the 
William Morris agency, General 
Amus, Corp. and other large New 
York offices. He warned that he 
would force cancellation of their acts 
here unless they paid the $100 li- 
cense fee. 

A week ago Sharkey claimed he 
| had forced withdrawal of Dixie Dun. 
| bar from the bill at the Club Bali 
| because she was booked by MCA 
despite the fact her contract had a 
week to run. It was the first action 
of this kind taken by the State in 
its licensing drive. 

Three New York agents have al- 
ready signed up, Sharkey said. They 
are Elmer Day, Al Norton and 
Frank Wirth. 

Sharkey discounted reports that a 
former Attorney General had de- 
clared the booking license law un- 
| constitutional because it interfered 
with interstate commerce. 
| ‘I have an opinion from Deputy 
State Attorney General M. Louise 
Rutherford which states the law ig 
definite on the point that every em- 
ployment agency doing business in 
this state must be licensed,’ Sharkey 





| 


| 


three 








said. ‘If these offices are contractors 
and not employment agencies, as 
some of them claim, they* must be 
registered in Harrisburg as such 
‘It’s significant that no booking of- 
fice is so _Fegistered,’ he added 
Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, July 16. 
Snapshots at the Will Rogers: Joy 
Navarre, singer, shot in from Bos- 
ton for an 0.0.: Rose Clark, ditto: Bill 
Chase and Dick Moore are one year 
older; cars representing 17. states 
were checked at the Rogers during 


the holiday; every time Eddie Dowd 
has a Slight setback he writes a 
song—this time it’s ‘I'd 
World to Cali You Mine’; Spanish- 
American war vets are convening 
and Irene Ben- 


new 


Give the 


nett are out of bed for meals; Eddie 
(Carlton Boys) Ross here for x-ray 
routine and fishing; John (‘Mickey’) 
Shea visited by his sister, Letty 
Kelly; Harry Newcomb bed-siding 
his frau; Harold Rodner and Her- 
man Levine mitting and o.o’ing the 
gang; Elenore Perrina got okay for 
all meals out of bed 

Carleen Knight, Dolly Davidson 
and Rose Clark, »x-Rogersites, 
came in for checkups and left with 


| okays. 


Jack Hirsch, who alternates be- 
tween Boston niteries and the Actors 


Colony here, has applied via Canada 


for a job as ambulance driver in 
England. 

Tom Campbell, Philadelphia boy 
who was connected with the Sena 
Amusement Corp., a new arrival 

A nifty gesture is the many boys 
and girls at the Rogers taking time 
out to make different articles for the 
American Red Cross 

A. B. (Tony’) Anderson, managet 
of Pontiac theatre here, was re 
elected Commodore of the Sarana@ 
Lake Boat and Waterways Club 


Write to those who are ill. 
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AGVA’S NAT'L CLOSED SHO 
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AGVA’S CRISIS 


American Guild of Variety Artists, set up last summer as a 
reform union in place of the dise nfranc hised American Federa- 
tion of Actors, is in itself now in need of urgent reforms if it is 


to survive. 


It’s rife with factionalism within the New York 
local, particularly the executive council, and 


continuance of 


this for much longer will definitely doom the vaude-nitery per- 


formers’ organization, 


Much of the charges being line back and forth by the pro-| 


and anti-administration factions ¢ 
ugly enough to jeopardize continuance of the union. 
only lead to complete loss of confidence by the rank < 


-an't be proven, but are still | 
They can 
and file in 


both the present leaders and those who are trying to get in the 


saddle ° 


Both sides in the bickering maintain they have only the in- 


terests of AGVA at heart. 


It's their patriotism to the cause, 


they say, that’s driving them to demand certain reforms. 


lf this is so, then their patriotism can 
track that would further and save the union. 


take a constructive 
Both sides can 


end the battle by leaving the battlefield. 


In other words, the 


‘patriotic’ 


executive council and 


paid officials of the N. Y. local should welcome a ‘recall’ vote. 
This is possible under the union's constitution if one of the 


council so petitions, 


AGVAV’s birth was under fire and in haste. 


emergency election the members should have had plenty time 
to think, and it’s up to the members to try and achieve the 
necessary purge by voting out the current factionalism and elect” 


ing unity. 


The membership might go further. 
Now 
This will take plenty of pressure, 
always been disinclined to help 
ety, 


sentative performers, than are 
policies of the union. 
vaude actors have 
but it’s worth the 


much as 


themselves, 


There's 
OVET 
business was ready 


Mie 
2 union 


the show 


question that the present 
which nearly every performer in every branch of 


to go 


By 


on the 


electing more repre- 
board, to decide the 
inas- 


bickering is scuttling 


on strike last September. 


Many name performers at that time gave their time and effort 


io win the battle 


they've dropped out of the picture 


jiself, 


It's 


—a working interest if they 


against the stagehands. 


however, 
shiit for 


Since then, 
let AGVA 


and 


time some of these names again took an interest in AGVA 
don't want to 


see last summer's 


experience go completely to waste. 


Occasional Pit 
Shows Newldea 
At Mich., Det. 


Paramount and the 
Theatres, headed for 
Hudson, will continue 
shows now and then, but not as a 
regular diet for the Michigan, De- 
iroit. Next show will be headed by 
Gene Rrupa, Andrews Sisters and 
Red Skelton, July 26. 

Policy will be remodeled after that 


Par by Earl J 
to book stage 


in force at the Par, N. Y., with the 
whole show to be played on the pit 
platform Bob Weitman, managing 
director of the N. Y. Par who de- 
vised the so-called pit-band policy 
is going to Detroit today (Wed.) at 
the request of the h. o. to lay plans 
for its installation. He will be back 
Saturday (20) 

Michigan, Detroit, recently played 


Bot Hope 


Fabiani Drops Ice Show 
Idea for Philly Rink 


Philadelphia, July 16. 
Ray Fabiani has dropped the idea 
of presenting an ice show at his 
newly-constructed open air rink. 
Fabiani had been dickering for ‘Ice- 
Capades’ and several other skating 
troupes, but was unable to agree on 


United Detroit | 


ierms. His rink is on the site of the, 
old Phillies ball park. 
The ‘Icecapades’ unit has been 


rehearsing at the local Arena pre- 
paratory to opening July 19 at the 
Convention Hall in Atlantic City. 


BURT DOING PROMOTION 
Chief Keith Booker in Chi 
Doing Hotel Work 
Glenn C. Burt, once 
Keith booker in Chicago, is 
ing promotion work for the 


Former 


the head 
now do- 
Planters 


hotel in that city. 

When a booker, Burt's 12-week 
route was one of the best-paying 
playing stretches out of the windy 
city. 


HORACE HEIDT SUES TO 
RESTRAIN LE AHN SIS. 


Horace Heidt, orchestra leader, 
filed suit Saturday (13) in N. Y 
preme court against Virginia, Miriam, 


su- 


Jean, Maree and Helen Mohr Ahn, 
the first four being singers, the last 
their mother; the Beachcomber Res- 
taurant, Inc Monte Proser, Walter 
Batchelor and J. M. Goddard seek- 
ing an Injunction to resirain the 
N. Y. nitery from employing tn¢ 
singers 

Heidt claims an exclusive five-year 
contract with the Ahns (protession- 
ally Le Ahn Sisters) entered int 
Oct. 13, 1939. He asserts the singers 
have been in his band since Sept., 
1939, and continued until June 26, 


1940, at which time they entered into 


a four-week contract with Proser to 
appear at the Beachcomber, making 
their first appearance there on July 


9. Heidt asserts that during the past 
year he spent $10,457 on the singers 
in salaries, voice lessons, clothes, etc.., 
all of which will be lost unless the 
court upholds his exclusive contract 
with them. No damages are sought. 

Batchelor and Goddard, along with 
Proser, are among the Beachcomber’s 
management. 

Dandridge Sisters cena 
Sphinx Club in Hollywood, 





at the 


|; Tommy Reilly as m.c. 





i 


| 


| 


| tentative 
/reached Friday (12) with all of the 
| major 
| important 


—_—______ 


‘MALOE IAGUITS 
VIRTUALLY OK IT 


First Time Such Prestige Ac- | 


corded a Vaudeville-Talent 
Union—Runs Until Sept. 1, 
1943 — 5% Booking Fee 
Stands 


TENTATIVE ACCORD 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists is well on the way towards 
gaining closed shops in virtually all 
of the country’s vaude houses, a 
agreement having been 


circuits and some of the most 
indies. With little ex- 


| ception, the deal permits a status quo’ 


all of the | 


of the present operation of vaudfilm | 
houses, including retention of the 
5% booking fee, but will give AGVA 
the prestige of gaining contracts that 


‘no other vaudeville-talent union has 


; . ;ever been able to achieve. 
Since that first 


It'll run 


slightly more than three years— 
until Sept. 1, 1943. 


There's only one possible hitch in 
the contract as presently set up, this 
being the union’s minimum daily pay 


‘for theatres playing stage shows less 
\than a full week. AGVA is asking a 


with | 


minimum of $10 net per performer 
for each day and theatre operators 
have pointed out that this would 
make the stage shows in such 
cheaply-operated houses too. ex- 
pensive. Majority of houses playing 
such bills now pay only $100 for the 
complete which includes ; 
profit to the booker and stager. 


show. 


One-Show Concession 


AGVA,. however, has offered one 
concession to those theatres playing 
shows only one night a_ week, 


setting the minimum pay at $7.50 per 
performer. These houses have been 
in the habit of paying $5 tops. 
Otherwise, the deal sets minimum 
weekly salaries of $60 net for prin- 
cipals, $50 for assistants, $40 for 
chorus and $30 for supernumeraries, 
which is a fancy name for audience 
stooges. These minimums are predi- 
30-s week for those 
minimums. Maximum- 
show week in the key houses is set 
at 36, with the performers getting 
the minimum wages receiving pro 
rata pay for all extra shows up to 36. 


cated how 


getting 


On a 
the 


Theatres get a major break in the 
deal, however, by the clause which 
permits all performers getting over 
$72 per week to play 36 shows, after 
which pro rata pay begins. In the 
nabe theatres, though, this is cut to 
30 performances. 

It’s pointed out by circuit bookers 
that key houses rarely play more 
than 36 shows a week, and that nabes 
seidom go over a 30-show  sked. 
These buyers also point out that acts’ 


salaries are rarely less than $60 per 
performer, which means that the 
major theatres will be put to little 
extra cost 

AGVA apparently gave plenty 
ground in order t get a deal. Origi- 
nally, the union demanded elimina- 
tion of the booking fee and a 28- 
show week 

Agreement as tanc , 
draw! p by Hoyt Haddo exec 
tive ecret : Henr Jaffe 
counsel, of AGVA da cor ittese 
of booke inclu Sidnev Pier 
moni ] € Harry \ vel Warne 
Bros Harry Kalchei Param 
and Bill Howard, RKO. It’s being 
sent to al] of the major circuit heads 
and indie theatre operators for final 
perusal before signing. 


Oomph Revue on Tour 











No Bargain 
Discussing a singer who was 
| personaling in a department 
store, as a come-on, in connec- 
tion with a commercial] merchan- 
dising tieup, a patron is sup- 
posed to have asked the floor- 
walker: 

‘Where is Joe Tenor perform- 
ing—in the basement?’ 

‘No, lady,’ the floorwalker 
supposedly replied, ‘he’s not in 
the basement; that singer’s no 
bargain” 











Leon-Eddie Rating 
-Tnerease Pending 


\ 





American Guild of Variety Artists’ 
'demands on Leon & Eddie's, New 
| York nitery, to reclassify it as an ‘A’ 
spot and raise salaries to $60 mini- 
mum for principlas and $40 for 
chorines, are now in abeyance until 
Hoyt Haddock, AGVA’s 
secretary, returns from the Coast. 
He left Monday (5) and will be gone 
two to three weeks. 

| Counsel for Leon & Eddie’s, 


Moses 


Polakoff, last week sent Haddock a 
stinging letter, accusing AGVA of 
unfair tactics by putting pickets in 


front of L. & E.'s, although negotia- 
tions were going on at the time be- 
tween Haddock and _the nitery’s op- 
erators. This was the night of 
28 and Haddock admits that a mis- 
take was made. He says he called 
the pickets off a half-hour after they 
started to parade, but Leon & Eddie’s 
feelings had already been hurt. 

In view of this, Polakoff advised 
Haddock that he was rescinding 
arbitration agreement which 
been signed while the strike was in 
effect. Henry Jaffe, attorney for 
| AGVA, informed Polakoff, however, 
that the agreement had been signed 
by both sides and would have to be 
mutually abrogated. This AGVA is 
unwilling to do. 

Haddock is later reported t 
placated Eddie Davis Leon 
ken, the spot’s owners. Latte! 
now applying to Local 802 of 
musicians union to reduce the 
from ‘A’ to ‘B’ classification, 
would mean much lower salaries. If 
this is done, Davis and Enken Say 


had 


have 
En- 
are 
the 


and 


spot 


they'll employ more musicians than 
presently under the ‘A’ classifica- 
tion. Haddock has agreed that AGVA 


will not continue its demands if the 


musicians union also makes a change 
Otherwise, the matter will 
Ditration 


Xavier Cugat Set With 
‘Syracuse’ At N. Y. Par 


gnec 


go to ar- 


Cugat band to come 
Boys From 


deal was 


avier 
July 3] 


(U), on 


with Syracuse 


which made ; 
week ago with 
ducer. Band 
weeks, 


Jules Levey, its pro- 
in for 
for ; 


figure 


and 
with 


picture are 
option 
with Cugat. Control 
film has been set to 
holdover beyond a fortnight. 


tw an 
third 

on the 
mine a 


Los Angeles, July 16. : 
Twelve-week tour of the ‘All Girl) P# hada three weeks with its — 
Oomph and Glamour Revue.’ cur- rent snow, Ghost Breakers and Or- 
rently at the Paramount theatre "!" Tucker-Bonnie Baker, closing 
here. is being booked by Fanchon Tuesday (23). ‘Untamed’ and Louis 
& Marco. Trip takes in San Fran- Armstrong, plus Ethel Waters, have 
cisco, Portland, Seattle and other Pa- | been set for one week, starting the 
| cific Coast towns. next day. 
| Show consists of the Rita Rio all- Par has obtained Allan Jones 
femme band. Marion Martin, Lya and Irene Hervey (Mrs.) Jones) for 
Lys, Fle Ash and Sylvia end Clem-, the show with Cugat, plus Ray 
ents Bolger. 


AGVA Demand For 


| 
| 


| 





Intense Factionalism Marks Meeting 
Of N.Y. AGVA; Quorum Fails to Show 
Up; Communist Charges Renewed 


+ 


The first anniversary membership 
meeting of the New York local of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
held at the Edison hotel Sunday (14), 


| drew only 35 members of the union, 


which was only about half of the 
quorum required by the constitution. 
Therefore, it was unofficial to al] in- 
tents and purposes. Instead, it turned 
into a verbal melee of charges and 
| counter-charges, most of which 
hinged on the alleged Communistic 
elements on the local’s board and in 
paid positions. 

Dick Barclay and Ben Haske!), 
| both members of the board, flung 
'most of the charges. Barclay named 
Hoyt S. Haddock, national executive 
secretary; Jean Muir, who was exec 
sec for a time previous to Haddock’s 
| appointment; Phil Irving, exec sec 
‘of the N. Y. local; Charlies Arno, 
Thelma Flowers, Hazel Scott, Michael 
Lewis, Bob Reinhardt, local board 
members, Ken Howard, national rep- 
| resentative now in charge of the Los 
Angeles local, and most of the N. Y. 
office staff as Communists, fellow 
travelers or sympathizers. When 
| Miss Scott asked Barclay why he 
peed her, he said it was because 


' she had helped upset the reinstate- 


|ment of Arthur Shields, 
| who 


executive | 


June | 


an 


which 


deter- | 


organizer, 
was originally dismissed two 
weeks ago, by casting her vote with 
the board group he claims is Red or 
pink and Haddock-dominated. 

The intense factionalism in the 
N. Y. local has been brewing for sev- 
eral weeks now and boiled over at 
the Sunday meeting. Haddock asked 
Barclay point blank: 

‘You don’t want me in this job, dc 
you?’ And Barclay replied: 

*‘No—because you are incompetent 
and spending money like a drunken 
sailor... Haddock then asked Barclay 

(Continued on page 39) 


COAST AGENTS TEPID 
TO ANY ARA HOOKUP 


Hollywood, 


July 16. 

I. Robert Broder, Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn. counsel, is returning 
east, abandoning for the time being 
his plans of affiliation of the Coast 
agents with ARA, 

Bookers here showed lack of in- 
terest, but Broder will keep alive 
the move by mail contacis, et« 


Tom Patricola Wins 
Verdict Against ‘Jr.’ 


Canio Muliero, nitery and burley 
terper, agreed before Justice Felix 
Benvenga in N. Y. supreme court 


Monday (15) to 
Tom Patricola, 
the filing of a 
Patricola, who 
offsp1 
against 
hael Owens 


cease using the 
Jr. Action 
complaint 
declared he 
had warned M 
inued us¢é F 
Muliero’s agent. alse 


urt st i Uialion 


name 
followed 
by Tom 
had ne 
ilere 


ing and 


cont 
the c« 

Muliero 
copy of a mas 
Ned Way 
1930 


him 


produced for : 
fazine pul out by the 
School for Da 


in which there was a picture « 


burn 


medal 
at i! 


receiving a 
cOla for his 


vet dancer 


adeptne 


Femme Impersonation 
Unit Tops Det. Runs 


Detroit, July 16. 


A femme impersonation show has 
the longest night club run here. 

Currently celebrating his 30th 
straight week at the Frontenac }s 
Del LeRoy, who sings, dances and 
costumes the revues put on by Karyl 
Norman. Show has come through 
the winter season and is still run- 
ning strong, with three others also 
rounding out seven months in the 


downtown spot, Francis David, Gene 


 LaMonte and Bobby Dell. 





38 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 17, 19149 





| ‘Johnny Perkins-Roy Bruder’s DeLuxe 


et 


Bowling Alley Will Worry Many B.0.s 





By SAM X. HURST 


St. 
ultra-ultra 


Louis, July 16. 
in recreational 
$200,000 enterprise, was 
launched last week on the main 
stem in Fast St. Louis, across the 
Mississippi, by Johnny Perkins, for- 
mer m.c.. and Roy Bruder, formet 
manager of the Chicago theatre, Chi- 
cago, and the way the place has been 
jammed indicates picture houses are 
in for more b.o. headaches. Located 
down the street from the Majestic. 
the B&K-operated deluxer, the Per- 
kins-Bruder center, tagged the Play- 
dium, is easily stealing the play. 


Even the dice houses that abound 
in this cattle market and railroad 
center of 85,000, that get a swell 
trade from the citizenry on the west 
bank, are feeling the presence of 
the Playdium. Showmen who have 
given the spot the 0.0. pronounce it 
the last word. With its 20 stream- 
lined Brunswick-Centennial bowling 
alleys, cocktail lounge, an ornate bar 
and a 16x7 foot stage built above 
and back of the bar, and skinless hot 
dogs and cokes for a jitney at a re- 
freshment stand in the bowling alley 
section, observers point out that 
places of this type are the coming 
coin-makers. Additionally, the 
femmes are running the males a 


The 
spots, a 


neck-and-neck race as the most fre- 


quent patrons. 


The Playdium is located in the 
building where Harry Redmond op- 
erated a film house before the de- 
pression. For a number of years it 
was vacant. When one enters what 
was formerly the foyer he steps into 
an air-conditioned modern bar with 
the unusual sight of the stage up 
and behind it. The bar is long enough 
that four or five dispensers of re- 


freshments are on their tootsies all | 


the time. : 
The lighting system is of the in- 


direct type, and immediately behind | 


the bar is the cocktaif lounge. Bar 
leads to a corridor and the bowling 
aileys which are an eye-opener. 
entire view of the alleys is possible 
from the lounge through a large 
window which keeps out the noise. 

The alleys, on a double floating 
foundation, run across what was for- 
merly the orchestra of the theatre. 
The room is 128x128 feet, and the 
domed ceiling composed of inlaid 
wood to deaden the sound is 18 feet 
high Acoustics also take up the 
noise. More than 300 modern and 
upholstered seats, larger than those 
found jim talker houses, are pro- 
vided for spectators and the active 
bowlers have swell circular wooden 
seats for themselves and away from 
the spectators. A new type of light- 
ing system was installed by Major, 
the first in a bowling alley in the 
U. S., a decided departure from the 
usual lighting system to be found in 
places of this type. A $6,006 stain- 
less steel and Italian marble refresh- 
ment stand takes care of the wants 
of the bowlers and the spectators. 
It 's here that the cokes and hot dogs 
may be purchased. 

An intercommunication talking 
aystem is connected with each bowl- 
ing pit from the front of the alleys 
and a public address system is aiso 
fastalled for announcements. 

Bar-Stage Show 

Additionally Perkins is dishing out 
@ six unit show, on the trick stage, 
five times nightly. Currently the 
acts, booked through the William 
Morris agency, consist of Julie Palli- 
tre, 
Chicago; Betty Nord and Hazel Scott, 
songbirds; the Ragtime Cowboy, 
hillbilly; Rosia and Raymond, sing- 
ing team that also play the fiddle 
and squeeze box; Perkins and ‘Syra- 
cuse,, a Negro porter employed in 
the place, but possessing an amaz- 
inzly good baritone voice. When 
Perkins isn’t singing in the show 
he m.c.’s it, and when the stage is 
cleared he’s around the entire house 
duking the customers and trying to 
make everyone comfy in the 160- 
seat cocktail lounge. Perkins has 
overlooked no bet to popularize the 


spot. He’s made a tieup with WTMV, 
the only radio station in East St. 
Louis, and broadcasts his own 15- 
min. program nightly. Then he 


snares celebs that are passing through 
this neck of the woods and exploits 
their presence. During the first week 
of operation he had Bob Hope, Jerry 


Colonna, Ben Pollack, Ace Brigode 
audi his Virginians, Anson Weeks and 
Le» Durocher, manager of the 


Brooklyn Dodgers. 
Saturday (20) Perkins will umpire 


a bowling match between members 
ot the Dodgers captained by Joe 


Medwick,. former Cardinal fly-chaser, 
aod a Cardinal team masterminded 
by Bob Bowman, hurler. This event 
is being widely publicized via radio, 
mhewspaper ads, etc. 

Observers who have seen the doors 
to Playdium closed four or five times 
nightly, since opening, because the 
place could accommodate no more 
specders assert it will out-gross the 
Majestic by $3,000 on the week. The 
place has so many attractions under 
ene coof not found elsewhere in the 


tewn that it is going to get a lot of | 


patronage from this side of the big 
@rink after the Jocal closing hour. 
There are uo juke-boxes or radios in 
the Playdium and the only music is 


An | 


pianist, for four years on WGN, | 


‘ pace. 





‘that on the stage in the barroom. It 
looks like this type of spot is going 
to spread like wildfire throughout 
the country and the talker houses 
will have to install bowling alleys in 
their foyers to retain the trade. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 10. | 

Whitey Roberts, Count Berni Vici 
‘Comedie Francaise’ unit, Bronya, 
Gordon's Racketeers, Christy and 
Gould, Ted Waldman and Susie, The, 
Marcos, Andre Guthrie, Maurine, 
Crowle, Betty Wels, Charlotte Ahl- 
gren, Lenore O'Neil; ‘Curtain Call’, 
(RKO). 





Count Berni Vici’s ‘Comedie Fran- 
caise’ unit is supplemented here by 
Whitey Roberts, a combination which | 
| jells nicely, although Roberts got off | 
‘to a cool start at the first show. 
Audience was almost hostile to his 


| through 





blue gags, but after he got into his | 
plate-juggling and jitterbug imita- | 


'tions they couldn't get enough of 
him. In addition to being a sock 
act, there’s something about the way 


‘he does it that brings back nostalgic | 


memories—he’s as much at bome on 
the boards as though we actually had 


'of Berni Vici’s double-deck setting- 
include comedy acrobatics of Christy 
and Gould and Al Gordon’s dis- 
‘obedient dogs, both smooth and cor- 
respondingly well received. 
|; Waldman, 


vaudeville. | 
Other specialties playing in front | have used for years, which outmodes | Scott, House Line (12), Sunset Royal 
| it when compared to modern dance 





Ted | 
in blackface with blue | 


| gags and a harmonica, drew most | 


‘attention here for mouth-organ — 


| without using his hands. The Marcos 


' do hand-to-hand stuff, male half bal- | 


!ancing his partner on one arm and | 
|; making it look easy. 
| The Count, with his 11-girl band | 
'on the stage and scantily costumed 
| ladies converging from all sides, is 
| still using two platform levels with 
stairways, scrims, flying moons and 
silver-coated human statues. Color- 
scheming, between lights and drapes, 





achieve something akin to the}! 
Arabian Nights. Means plenty of | 
business for backstage crew, but 


aside from a temporarily dead mike 
and one or two missed cues, Opening 
went off satisfactorily. Troupe of 
| dozen lasses participates in devil, 
storm and other symbolic numbers, 
with Bronya doing an astral se- 


quence in a veil and little else, put- | 


ting the Golden Gate in competition 
with the Gayway. As is customary 
with the Count’s unit, peep-show in 
lobby offers ‘10-inch undraped half- 
caste gir| from Bali’—for free. 

Main floor three-quarters filled at 
opening. Wern. 


Kansas City, July 13. 
Barr and Estes, Three Toppers, 


| an 


| STRAND, N. Y. 


Rudy Vallee & Connecticut Yan- 
kees. Gentlemen Songsters (4), 
Readinger Twins, Ames and Arno, 
Bob. Neller; ‘My Love Came Back,’ 
reviewed in Varirry, June 26. 


For his first Broadway personal 
in a year or more, Rudy Vallee has 
put together an able unit. Though it 


| 


lacks a really solid punch, it’s pleas-| 


ant and smoothly entertaining, well- 
rounded, and contains many laughs. 
However, a good many of the hearti- 
est laughs when caught seemed to 


ibe private ones between Vallee and | 
| ventro 
|‘My Love Came Back,’ business here 
| should be fair 


combo with | 
| 


Bob Neller. In 


Major portion of the 50-minute or | 
so running time is taken by the) 
leader-singer. He runs the gamut | 
of some of his better known tunes, | 
ones he has long been doing as| 
novelties, like ‘Lydia, 
Lady, through pops to his curtain-| 


the Tatooed | 


dropper medley of hits tesigned to | 


| arouse nostalgia among Vallee radio | 


He heralds the latter as num- 
bers with which he was identified 
ll years of radio. Rem- 
iniscing takes listeners through 
‘Kitty from Kansas City,’ ‘Lonesome 
and Blue,’ ‘Stein Song,’ ‘Betty Co- 
Ed,’ ‘Dancing with Tears,” theme ‘My 
Time, among others, winding up 
with ‘Vagabond Lover.’ Clicks | 
easily. Gentlemen Songsters back- | 
ground him later on one number, 
the ‘Yale Whiifenpoof’ writing. 
Vallee handles himself neatly. 
Band behind him is no more than) 
background, hewing closely to the) 
style of arrangements his Yankees. 


fans. 





bands. No comparison is demanded, 
however, this bunch being in only} 
for accompaniment and built to fit 
Vallee’s singing. Whether or not 
they’re the original 
commented on. 


| 
| 


his corny gags about Niles, Mich., 
and when they laugh at that stuff ROXY, N. Ve 
the audience must be full of*cousins. “- 

Jay and Lou Seiler have been Ben Yost’s New 
around for years with their novelty! zeanne Brideson, 
dancing, but these pew-holders) erners (16), Franklyn D'Amore (?) 
would have elected them twin presi-| Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash Honse 
dents. The Seilers have added some! Orch; ‘Maryland’ (20th), reviewed ;., 
new material, particularly a comedy | Vaniery, July 3. ‘ 
fencing number. [t didn’t impress | 
this reviewer much, but this mob} 
screamed for more. Evelyn Farney | ts : <u ; 
is a pleasant and interesting te | ee aceite eee 8 
dance item early in the show. She's | Colonial southern mansion, costum- 
tapster with appearance and style. ing. colored southerners inds 
Can play anwhere, and would be hoppers) and whole motif build 1). 
particularly at home in a mee nite wards ‘Maryland.’ Stage bill rune 
spot with her clean-cut work. _te - om rune 

Savitt smartly mcs. This audi- exactly 35 minutes plus several 





Yorkers (3), 
Whitey’s South. 


Stage production this week ji, 





| addicts. 
| not quite as satisfactory on a stage 


ence could easily have gotten out of 
hand and prolonged the show un- 


| necessarily, but Savitt kept the up- 


per-hand at all times, show always 
moving at a snappy pace. ‘ 

Savitt’s band itself turned in a 
good musical session for the swing 
It remains a strong band, | 


' as a dance floor, but nevertheless a/ 


and worthwhile mod- 
aggregation that will 


well-rounded 
ern dance 


for some straight ballads handled in| 
a rather sloppy mianner, and Bon-. 


real flair for clipped vocalizing. 
Gold. 


| 
APOLLO, N. Y. | 


Jelli Smith, Spoons Brown, John 
Mason, John Vigal, Vivian Harris, 
Long and Short, Dolly McCormick, | 


Shelmerdene, Burnham, Harris and | 


Band with Frozien Stewart; ‘Women’ 
Without Names’ (Par). | 
This Harlem home of hot harmony 
deviates from the standard this ses- 


minutes taken by personal of Brenda 
Joyce, who's in the pic, at 
caught. 

Gae Foster girls do two slick rou- 
tines, with finale merely a reprise 
elaborate ballroom background just 
taking place of the southern maase 
Group tees off with half in rowdy 
plantation steps as other half appears 

arbed in stately garden dresses. 

lip of these long skirts transforms 
bunch into dancing mammies. 
Novelty is clicko. Following this 


sho As 


| satisfy the bulk of the customers.’ closely, Foster troupe returns wear- 
Savitt has two singers, Allen DeWitt) ing exaggerated hoopskirt 


outfits 
with yellow skirts abbreviated to 
show white trouserlets. Their tap 


| Bon, colored, with fine diction and a maneuvers aroused spontaneous 


enthusiasm. 

Four acts have been neatly 
blended into this nifty production 
lineup. Whitey’s Southerners are ia 
at the opening. Jeanne Brideson’s 
brief violin concert of southland airs 
comes after Ben Yost’s New Yorkers 
cluster about the mike for vocal 
gymnastics. Franklyn D'Amore pre- 
sents his hand-to-hand acrobat rou- 
tine also in front of the coloniai 
home set. 

D'Amore bills his act as ‘a mar 
and bag,’ clever, comely- femme 
pariner being carried out rolled up 
inside a cloth sack. Pair goes through 
excellent knockabout, balancin 


Yankees isn’t, sion only in length of time the show | tricks, her identity not being tippec 
| runs. With an appreciative audience | yntil 


both strip off tramp male 


Readinger Twins,. burlesquers of for the considerable comedy in the | clothes revealing standard acro gar). 


ballet, are first on, given a heavy! bill, the presentation and encores | Pee} done 
intro, as are all the turns, by Vallee. | make it something of a marathon. It | his head. 


They’re worthy of his plaudits, serv- 
ing up something different and in- 
teresting. Vallee’s sendoff isn't! 


clear re the act’s aim, but in work} 


runs almost an hour and three- 
quarters, much too long. | 
Despite some almost ee | 


bad booking, the show is strong. 


while she’s balanced atop 
D’Amore has been about 
for some time with cifferent part- 
ners, present well-knit turn scoring 
heavily. He still winds up with that 
partner-lifting stunt as he leans over 


it seems to add up to a polished, | There doesn’t seem to De any reason, | back of propped-up chair. Duo had 


well-rehearsed takeoff on _ ballet 
routines, done in conventional danc-| 
ing slippers. It’s smart sight stuff, | 
the pair's unison movements being | 
well nigh perfect. Second piece is 
amusing physical interpretation 
of ‘Donkey Serenade.’ 

Routine of Ames and Arno is 
familiar but none the less effective. 
Pair go about belting each other all 
over the rostrum and encounter lit- 
tle trouble setting themselves solidly. 

Vallee doles out another adjective- 
loaded intro to bring on Evelyn 
Schooler, recounting in the same} 


| breath his assistance to spotlighted 


| 


Bud Hughes and Pals, Lester Hard- | 


ing, Barry Watts, House Line, Herb 


Six House Orch; ‘Grund Ole Opry’ | 


(Rep). 


Mid-July figured a ripe time to 
| take customers minds off the heat 
| and the Tower is making its bid with 
this ‘Eskimo Follies,’ although the 
weather man has taken matters into 
his own generous hands. While the 
show’s running time is shortened to 
40 minutes, the production is height- 
ened and measures up to the regular 
standard. 


| 


| Reginald Picklepuss, and Vallee. 


Three line numbers, opening, clos- 


ing and midway, are out of the ordi- 
nary and, combined with a mountain 
scene setting. boost the show con- 
siderably. Opener to ‘If Winter 
Comes’ is a ballet built around pair 
of snowmen, mid-show to ‘Winter 
Wonderland’ is done in ski suits with 
clacking ski shoes, and finale, 
‘Skater’s Waltz,’ gets in some imita- 
tive ice steps, all above par. 

Lineup of standard acts is begun 
by Three Toppers with a routine of 


pole balancing. Stunt of anchor 
man balancing partner on bicycle 
atop long pole, and then balancing 
both partners atop another makes 
setup one long gasp Second spot 
taken by Bud Hughes, who opens 
with some silk handkerchief magic, 
but changes tenure with a canine 
couple which he balances and tosses 
about stage. 


Following mid-chorus number 
Lester Harding calls up his baritone 
for ‘Where Was I,’ aptly suited to his 
stvle and nicely done, and encores 
with ‘Pennies from Heaven.’ Weekly 
amateur, Barry Watts, has a ven- 
triloguial personality in his wooden 
‘Skeeter. While his ability is good. 

, delivery and _ presentation need 
work. 


Closing regular spot is turned over | 


to Barr and Estes, announced as a 
dance team. Barr works solo first 
half of act with an eccentric comedy 


terp, does some laughable imitations | 


and chatter, and then brings on his 


partner for some added looks and 
comedy dancing. Fair are in the 
right spot and rate continuous 
chuckles. 


| Weaver Bros. on screen always 
| good for certain amount of local biz 
|} and boxoffice holding its average 


Quin. 


' ously. 


| berg’s 


, 


positions of many current ‘names. 
Miss Schooler would be another ‘dis- | 
covery.’ Girl has a highly pleasing, 
warm voice, displays a wide range 
and strong power on Sigmund Rom-| 
‘Will You Remember’ and 
‘Blue Moon,’ concluding with a duo, 
with Vallee, on ‘Little Hug, a Kiss.” 
Both her low and high registers are | 
attractive, though at various points 
her diction isn’t all that it could be. 
Didn't seem entirely at ease either; 
her ‘first’ on Broadway could ac- 
count for that. 

Neller and Vallee worked together 
the last time Vallee played Loew’s 
State just across the way. The 
routine of the two, which has Vallee 
taking part in the last half of the 
act with a colored dummy, is almost 
identical to that which they used 
then, even to the gags. It’s a laugh 
provoking session of crossfire be- 
tween Neller’s woodpile, tagged 


Neller’s ventroing is of high 
calibre but the turn is tarnished 
somewhat by his attempt to vary its 
pace. He comes forward with a 
billed takeoff on Bonnie Baker do- 
ing ‘Oh Johnny.’ In the first place 
burlesquing the tune and its singer 
has been done to death; secondly, 
Neller’s method is poor; thirdly, Miss 
Baker herself is playing a few blocks 
away at the opposition Paramount, 
which makes it tn poor taste. 

Wood 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, July 14. 


Jan Savitt Orch (14), with Allen 
DeWitt, Bon-Bon, Evelyn Farney, 
Jay and Lou Seiler, Vic Hyde; ‘Andy 
Hardy Meets Debutante’ (M-G). 


Jan Savitt turned in a money stay 
at the local College Inn last month 
without assistance, and currently the 
gross will rise to a bright mark. But 
the presence of the picture is also a 
reai boxoffice factor. 

In addition to business itself, a re- 
markable item was the enthusiasm 
of the audience at show caught, last | 
one Saturday (13). Usually this is} 
the town’s stiffest crowd, but at this 
particular performance everything! 
seemed little less than sensational. | 
The acts were good, but according } 
to the reaction of this mob, they | 
were terrif. | 

Vic Hyde, for instance, has been! 
around many times in the past few | 
years, but he never went over the! 
way he scored here this time. They 
practically tore up the seats when he 
played three trumpets simultane- 
In fact, they even laughed at 


|acts as Long and Short ard Burn- 


| comedy chatter. Long and Short are 
| recent 


| trick steps, is better 


| hands chained together. 
| principally of throwing her shoulders 
| practically in and out of joint as she 


| rangements 


| gather ‘round a side mike and pro- 


however, for having two such similar 
ham, Harris and Scott. First consists | 
of two boys who terp and harmonize: 
second consists of three boys who 
terp and harmonize and add some 


graduates from amateur 
ranks, while B. H. and S. are repeat 
performers. at the Apollo. 
Warbling of L. and S. is bad, 
largelv as the result of poor arrang- | 
ing. Their hoofing, using canes for 
Their apparel, 
consisting of green trousers, ultra- 
long tan coats and bowties, is one of 
the things that, for anv devotee of 
what the well-dressed (?) young man 
should wear, always makes a trip to 
the Apollo worthwhile However, 
the pair could be dispensed with in 
favor of the Burnham, Harris and 
Scott trio. Latter aren't only superior 
in footwork, but their decrepit gags 
almost kill with laughter the sepia 
portions of the Apollo audience. 
Specialty turn is Spoons Brown, 
who makes a couple of tablespoons 
perform in a manner that would 
have any Spanish senorita and her | 
castanets feel as helpless as a Re- | 
publican in Chicago this week. Dolly 
McCormick, who’s taken out of the 
line to do a Balinese dance in a 
Buddha setting, is one of the top fea- | 
tures of the show. Femme’s finished 
wig-wagging of shoulders and arms 
is truly a bit of Carnegie Hall. She’s 


| followed by Shelmerdene, ofay, who 


does a nightmarish dance with her 
It consists 


brings her arms back and forth over 
her head. Act would much more be- 
fit a clinic in hideous anatomy than a 
stage. 

John Mason, John Vigal ‘and 
Vivian Harris providé a couple of | 
blackout sketches. One is guaranteed 
to be a most gruesome thing, with a 
very realistic corpse on _ stage 
throughout. Winds up with the 
corpse getting up, causing a deaf and 
dumb man to talk and a lame one to 
walk. Other skit deals with politics. 
President Roosevelt and God It 
gives the audience a good oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate that were it 
up to Harlem alone, the President's 
as 200d as reelected 
_Jelli Smith, who warbles into a 
Sside-stage mike to accompany the 
individualistic gyrations of the house 
line, and the line itself complete the 


vaude portion of the bill. Members 
of the chorus, always prone to 
demonstrate the finer point of per- 
sonal freedom of action, go their 


separate ways this week even more 
abandonedly than usual. 

Sunset Royal Band is playing a re- 
turn date at the house. Considerably 
more versatile than most Negro 
combos, its arrangements and style 
Jean more to those of hot white out- 
fits than of their skin brothers. Ar- 
are excellent, holding 
down the blare considerably. Crew 
also does some okay novelty stuff, | 
clicking particularly well when the | 
bandsmen step off the stand to 


warbler Frozien Stewart. Miss Stew- 
art, at show caught, was singing into 
a dead or near-dead mike, which | 
made it almost impossible to hear 
her, but she’s a doll-like little looker | 
and the idea was nice. Herb. | 


vide vocal accompaniment for | 


| flashy 


| senorita 


sold themselves before they reached 
this. 

Yost’s singing octet, here only two 
weeks ago, handle a medley of old- 
time southern tunes, reappearing at 


| finale with group equally divided on 


opposite sides of stage. Combo fits 
snugly into this show. 

Whitey’s Southerners make a 
buildup to the ballroom 
climax with their lindyhopping 
Present aggregation consists of eight 
girls and as many boys, all versatile 
and athletic colored steppers. Last 
time it was caught group was billed 
only as Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers, 
with only six in group. 


Biz near capacity. Weer. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, July 14. 
Eight New Yorkers, Betty Bruce, 
Jeanne Lanier, Sixteen Gae Foster 





Girls; ‘All This, And Heaven Toa" 
(WB). 

After discarding plans for road- 
showing ‘All This’ as straight pic, 


house whipped up pint-sized, stream- 
lined revue, held down to 20 min- 
utes flat, as running mate. Stage 
doings are all pop, but have plenty 
class in talent and presentation, mak- 


ing nifty complement to pic. It’s 
all singing and hoofing, without even 
a chattered introduction. In order 


to keep total layout down to average 
length, even weekly ‘Sing-a-Song- 
With-Mike’ community warble, one 
of spot’s most successful stunts, is 


| omitted. 


Two-minuie flash ‘Pilgrims 
Chorus’ serves an overture, Eight 
New Yorkers are heard via offstage 
mike singing ‘Lady of the Evening’ 
as curtains part on huge Spanish 
shawl backdrop and line appears ia 
getups for neat rhythmic 
shawl swishing. Line falls back as 
Betty Bruce, out of Broadway's 
‘Keep off the Grass,’ the layoff 
Durante starrer, takes center spot 
for rhumba tap and a fast bit to 
‘Stomping at the Savoy.’ both click- 
ing nicely. She's in modified Span- 
ish costume. New Yorkers, fouc 
boys in white coats, and four gals in 
white net gowns, waltz on in pairs 
and drift to downstage mike as cur- 
tains close behind them, adding up 
to nice entrance and perfect transt- 
tion of mood. 

Double quartet boasts satisfactory 
voices and delivers tune with plenty 
of freshness and personality. They 
do right by Gershwin medley (‘Love 
Is Sweeping the Country,’ ‘S’won- 
derful,’ ‘Embraceable You,” ‘Of Thee 
I Sing’) and climax with ‘Man Who 
Comes Around,’ with eight succes- 
sive solo breaks, each good for a 
solid laugh. Group splits four on 
each side to gurgle ‘Woodpecker 


| Song’ as line stalks on in tophats and 


tails for precision kicks and struts 
atop two-foot stilts. Latter are cov- 
ered by pants legs and effect is 
plenty smart. Jeanne Lanier, cute 
half-pint soprano, appears in middle 
of number, also in Johnny costume, 
to do solo vocal of ‘Woodpecker.’ 
Mite packs nice voice and adds the 
rhythmic touch effectively. Nine 
voices and 16 hoofers combine for 
applause -winning finale. 

Biz big at show caught. 


. Craig. 
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Teddy Powell band with Ruth! 
Guylord and Jimmy Blair, Toy and) 
Wing, Beverly Roberts, Henny} 
Youngman, Paul Sydell and Spotty, 
Helen Reynolds Co.; ‘Typhoon’ (Pav). 


—————= 





Thursday (11) night’s house was 
way off, especially in the mezzanine. | 
Torrent of rain affected all theatres | 
in the show district, but the final) 
stage bill usually is a draw and be-| 
fore then the downfall had abated. | 

Henny Youngman was supposed to | 
pep up the customers. But he didn't. | 
M.c. got sporadic giggles but his| 
stuff fell rather flat no matter what) 
he tried. Maybe the comic needs 
new material or it may be that his | 
sallies are okay for certain spots and | 
not so good elsewhere. Youngman 
ynight do more vocalizing for he has 

ipes adaptable to the microphone. | 
But the lad isn’t taking advantage 
of it. His fiddle bit was his best} 
liked contribution, but a gag about! 
Jessel is dated and out of order. 

Teddy Powell and his band finale | 
with an extended routine that helps | 
the performance considerably. Com- | 
poser, who was formerly guitarist | 
for Abe Lyman, recently had his 
crew at the Famous Door, a sand | 
street (N. Y.) night spot’ that) 
couldn't pay off. So, Powell is play-| 
ing dates. | 

The Powell bunch is long on 
brasses and framed for jitterbugs. A) 
standout in the act is Ruth Gaylord, a 
songstress whose ‘Stars’ number 
clicked. Another is Jimmy Blair, 
hardly a personality but with a way 
in handling lyrics. He scored with! 
‘Please Take a Letter, Miss Brown’! 
and ‘Let There Be Love’ is okay, too. 
Toy and Wing, Chinese dance duo, | 
provide novelty. Their idea: of 
‘kicking that gong around’ is an ani-| 
mated hoofing routine and although 
they're like a ballroom team, are 
essentially tap dancers. Very good, } 
too. Bunny Shawker, at the traps 
has an inning and scores. 

Beverly Roberts is in from the 
Coast for a second round of per- 
sonals. Al Siegal is sponsoring her | 
but is not present, Edward Rudley | 
being her musical director, working 
from the piano in the pit. Miss 
Roberts tees off her pleasant song in- 
terlude with ‘Balalaila,’ then goes 
into an extended Parisian number 
into which are worked impressions 
of Lucienne Boyer, Raquel Melle! 
and Josephine Baker. Lyric men- 
tions ‘the Paris that will be no more.’ 
‘Spider and the Fly’ is a change of 
pace. while the well-earned encore 
number is up to the minute, suggest- 
ing ‘a first class trip to see America.’ 
D OSa Cos tello who scored in ‘Too 
Many Girls’ during the past season on 
Broadway. was originally booked 
this week but Miss Roberts replaced 
classily. 

Paul Sydell and his two fox ter- 
riers were given a big response 
Billing calls for Spotty but both 
dogs are about on a par with thei 
acrobatics and balancing on their 
master’s hand. Act always was un- 
usual and still is. Helen Reynolds’ 
skating act, which opens, is the fast- 


est roller exhibition extant. Six 
girls, working in twos, threes and 
fours, are plenty dazzling. Ibee, 


LYRiC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 12. 
‘Variety Hit Parade’ with Reynolds 


and White, Milt Douglas with Pris- 
cilla, Singing Marines with Blanche 
Bradley, DeVal, Merle and Dee, 
Chilton and Thomas, Six Hoffman 
‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) 
‘Variety Hit Parade,’ which do- 
ing a week's stand at the Lyric in 
between Ben Bernie and Sammy 
Kaye, is a straight vaude show with 
emphasis on dancing, music nd 
juggling. Some good. some fair 
Show gets off to a verv slow start 
with the local pit orch, on stage for 


show, playing half-dozen choruses of 
a swing number. Layout finally get 


Started with Chilton and Thomas, 
fella and gal who push the show 
along with some plain and fancy tap 
dancing and piano playing Pail 
work plenty hard and deserved the 
hand claps. After a routine on the 
floor, pair work on graduated stands 
End with a fast-stepping routine 
that had the locals king f more 
Reynolds and White cor oO 3 
two tramps and play a cornet and 
Sax, both of which are trick instru- 
ments Antics got some chuckles 
Act is all mu and pantomime and 
fenerally a little slow They got 
gool reaction when one ‘tramp’ zips 
out of costume and turns into a little 
lady in a white satin evening gown 
She spends some time violining. 


Partner uses a trick violin that ex- 
plodes and pops into an unusual con- 
traption with a death's head at one 
end and a bucket at the other. 

Singing Marines, six men and a 
Zal, pep the show with songs and 
colorful togs. The six men open act 
with the usual male chorus zest and 
keep it moving with ‘Road to Man- 
dalay.” Blanche Bradley joins the 
bovs for a medley of songs from 
‘New Moon.’ Girl has swell voice, 
although she was having a little 
trouble with the high ones at this 
show. End up with a ‘Romany Trail’ 
number that’s plenty okay. 

DeVal, Merle and Dee open with a 
straight ballroom routine. However, 
if winds up in burleycue. Clever act. 

Milt Douglas with Priscilla do a 
chatter turn with a little softshoe 
routine at the end. Douglas is 


clever as is his partner, but badly in , 
need of new stuff. The six Hoffmans | 
bring the show to a flashy and fast 
finish with their clever acrobatic 
juggling. 

Show could be improved with Doug: | 
las in the m.c. spot. As is, there's 
too little chatter is the show. 

Biz fair at third show opening day, 
Friday (12), Kilev. 


HIPP, BALTO. | 


Baltimore, July 14. 
Bob Chester Orch (13) with 
Dolores O'Neill and Al Stuart, Una 
Cooper, Beatrice Howell, Dennis 
Day; ‘Lone Wolf Meets a _ Lady’ 
(Col), 


Nice layout this, with Bob Chester 
and orch attracting the youthful 
music fans and Dennis Day the more 
mature dial twisters, familiar with 
his stint on the Jack Benny show.) 
It’s an all-musical setup but highly 
pleasing in presentation with in- 
terpolated specialties nicely spotted 
for contrast. 

Of the bands presented here re-| 
cently, Chester shows the most} 
promise. Pleasing in appearance 
and manner, he fronts a smartly | 
balanced combo of five brass, four 
sax and four rhythm. Brass is held 
down adroitly even in the most hec- 
tic scream numbers. Chester him- 
self pitches in with an additional! sax 
but not in a predominating manner. 
Arrangements are full, suggesting 
Glenn Miller in the handling of the 
woods but far from a duplicating 
copy of that outfit. 

Following a swingy opening which 
attracts a knowing response at cur- 
tain-parting time, Chester switches | 
to a pace-changing medley of sweet) 
stuff consisting of ‘To You,’ ‘Out of 
Nowhere’ and ‘I Love You Truly.’ 

Flashy session of boogie woogie on | 
the piano swings into a full band re- | 
prisal, making efiective spot for Una'| 
Cooper to follow with well-sold acro. | 
Essaying two routines, dancer sells 
series of one-arm turnovers and 
flashy spins effectively. 

Announcement by Chester of his 
own ‘Octave Jump’ is greeted with | 
audible reaction from start to finish 
and seems to have trademarked him 
quite definitely. Dolores O'Neill, 
band’s femme vocalist, follows, with 
smart orchestral accompaniment 
helping to sell ‘The Breeze and I,’ 
after which Al Stuart steps down 
from the trumpet section to assist in 
‘Pushing the Conversation Along.’ 
Encores with ‘You Heartbreaker.’ 

Beatrice Howeil follows’ with 
series of clever impersonations of 
Lionel Barrymore, Garbo, Stanwyck 


and Durante. Latter two bits stand- 
out and prove good for a _ begoff 


Stuart again lays his horn aside for 


vocal of ‘The Sunny Side of the 
Street, in which the band, with 
radium-lit. derbies and canes, joins 


in for a bit of clowning, 
changer 


okay pace- 


Closing niche is allotted to Day 
who whacks out most pleasingly in 
legit style ‘Over and Over Again,’ 
‘T'll Never Smile Again’ and an Irish 
tune quaintly§ titled, ‘Phil, the 
Fluter’s Ball.’ Encores with ‘Fools 
Rush In’ and has to come back for 
some brief ‘thank vou’ stuff. Lad 
has a pleasing, unaffected manne! 
and knows how to use his well- 
trained pipes 

‘Hate to See the Evenin’ Sun Go 


> 
} 
1 


Down’ serves to draw the curtains 
for Chester, who nterpolates a 
nicely handled speech into the in- 
strumentation Had the stubholders 


commenting favorably when caught 


If it new names thats wanted in 
the band picture. this outfit appear 
to be a sparkling possibility 

Biz okay Burm. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


All of tne reeis are d ICKINE tt 
ictual horror scenes of the Europe: 
war, so the lenses this week turn to 
fexico for the top excitement 
Paramount got the coverage of the 
presidential electior on I > one! 
side of the Rio Gr: e e com- 
mentatol tating tnat it \ aone t 
ihe risk of the camera! life I 
i thrilling } p of i s 

Mexico Gunfire i De d 
ne¢ 1 = S ( 
ind 1 f ne 

m-hiut ( 4 r 
na iInare r ce 

Aside from this, 1 e's Yi 
tir the blood in the current ce il 
melange of ! an try 
There's e p P cove 

€ of B t t I 
n Ca da and New York. and tn 
same reel’s ‘unseen faine ( on 
Bastille Dav further points up tne 
Nazis’ hold on France, but it’s notice- 


able that the only applause-bringers 


are the shots of Wendel! Willkie, 
President Roosevelt and Democratic 
convention preparations in Chicago 
Par, Metro and Pathe contributed 
these. a ' 

Fox has nice coverage on-*French 
refugees swarming into Spain, 1in- 
cluding the Duke and Duchess of 


Windsor, and defense preparations in 
England. Par dittos on the latter. 
This reel, incidentally, predominates 
in the more important coverage, 
setting the Sonja Henie-Dan Topping 


also 


| wedding: police probe of the N. : £ 


World's Fair bombing, and a roaring 
forest fire in the northwest. 

In most of the other clips the press 
agents had a field day, 
strong 
Canada for trout fishing. 


Scho. 


' to rouse anv enthu 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. | 


Los Angeles, July 12. 
Rita Rio All-Girl Orch, Marion 
Martin, Lya Lys, Flo Ash, Sylvia and 
Clemenis, Clarence Stroud; ‘Queen 
of Mob’ ‘Par) and ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par). 





Paramount customers this week 
are getting an eyeful of feminine 
pulchritude, if little in the way of 
outstanding stage entertainment, It’s 
an all-girl show, with the exception 
of Clarence Stroud, who does most 
of the announcing, and what it lacks 
in histrionics it more than makes up 
in girlish charms. 

Labelled as 
glamour revue,’ 


an ‘oomph and 
show offers the pay 


customers everything from _ near- 
nudity to old-fashioned burlesque. 
But it’s diverting after a run of 


name radio bands and the customers 
today (Friday) appeared 
the fare. 

Rita Rio’s all-girl orch, comprising 
12 talented musicians, is 
and works all the way through, pro- 
viding plenty of diversion. Leader 
affects tight-fitting, flesh-exposing 
gowns and is a quivering mite of 
humanity. Many of the girls are 
called upon for individual efforts 
while Miss Rio does more than her 
share of warbling and dancing, in- 
cluding a lot of shimmy stuff. 

Marion Martin, platinum blonde 
from flickers, is introduced for a bit 
of by-play with Stroud and then 
essays to sing a couple of songs, but 


| withal she is still good to gaze upon. 


Flo Ash, who is better known as 
‘cutist little nudist,’ offers her fan 
dance. garbed at first in a few 


strands of attire but these are quick- 
ly dispensed with and gal executes 
her nearly-nude dance expertly. 
Lya Lys, from Warncr studio, does 
a bit of American flag waving, some 
extranecus patter with Stroud and 
finishes with a song about herself, 
which she labels ‘Credits.’ Final act 


|is that of Sylvia and Clements, two 


former Fanchon & Marco finds who 
have gone a long way since first 
trodding the boards at this house. 
Gals do a lot of nonsensical gabbing 
and some intricate. if hokey, danc- 
ing. Fill the spot nicely. 

Stroud is paying a return visit to 
the Paramount and most of his con- 
tribution consists of patter with the 
various acts and his usual brand of 
low comedy. 

Iouse is trying an innovation of 
holding ‘Ghost Breakers’ for third 
week and bringing in ‘Queen of the 
Mob’ as top feature. Business above 
average for opening-day matinee. 

Edwa,. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, July 13. 

Andy Kirk Orch (15) 
Louw Williams, Alma Turner, Pha 
Terrell, Anise and Aland, Buck and 
Bubbles, June Richmond, Stepin 
Fetchit; ‘Island of Doomed Men 


(Col.). 


with Mary 


Here is a bang-up colored show, 
with a load of entertainment and an 
abundance of talent. The customers 
were pouring in here opening day. 
being 


Kirk orchestra is standout, 





one of the few colored groups that 
can sweet music as well as swing it. 
Turns in some ear-soothing melo- 
dies and then rocks the rafters when 
it turns on the heat An all-around 
new musical aggregation with a 
couple of powerful individual per- 
formers Mary Lou Williams figures 
is a novelty, being femme pianist 
th the band. but she scores on her 
) witl ivory tickling in the 
modern tempo that had thi audi 
ence‘ breaking in with pontaneous 
applause. Also a cinch for audience 
approval in a theatre or nitery is the 
vork of the swing guitarist ar the 
personality drumme! Kir} m- 
elf dos a neat job of directing the 
orchestra and the handling «¢ tne 
show 
W h n ire I musical back- 
ound. the acts have all the best of 
{ Aln | comes t ich first 
. ood lit eroo dancin 
h ( P} Te Ce IY 
‘ ely } | I 
( i lee t 
4 id nee } ch te ( f 
core 
Anise Aland goo 0} 
bi ( te turn niftv set 
of fast d colorful routin Fal 
tner ¢ 1 on the sho s June Rich 
mond with some wha-wha warbling 
Gives this audience a full measure 
of Harlem tempo with her tonsils 


and this mob entered into the spirit 
of the rhythm, keeping time with 
their feet and hands. 

Back and still a real variety turn 
are Buck and Bubbles. Turn scored 
resoundingly. They haven't changed 
the act much, but changes are not 
necessary because their piano and 
dance funning remains a vaudeville 
bright spot. 

Stepin Fetchit still has 


basically, his too-lazy rout 





iasm 


of snickers 
results here 
were due mainly to the generally 


ages to snatch a couple 
here and there, but his 


fine audience atmosphere engen- 


including a| dered by the entire show. 
é | 


puff for Americans to. visit | 


Business capacity last show Friday 
(12). Gold. 


to relish | 


featured | 


_sort last summer, when the Associ- 











if he knew of an actor competent 
enough to replace him, and Barclay 
named Frank Veloz, retired dancer. 
Later, when Haddock was deliver- | 
ing a rebuttal of Barclay’s accusa- 


tions, the executive secretary said | 
that he had noted the number of, 
times Barclay and Haskell inter- | 


rupted the statements of those whom | 
they opposed, in contrast to the fact | 
that Barclay and Haskell were not 
interrupted. He stated that this was | 
typical of ‘their disruptions.’ Had- 
dock then declared: 

‘I accuse Dick Barclay of being a'! 
fascist!’ 
Ugly Exchanges | 

Some of the exchanges were| 
heated to the point of ugliness, as 
when Barclay shouted: 

‘I would prefer a thief or a Bioff 
to run the union rather than a bunch 
of Communists.’ 

In turn, Arno, a fellow-Ferret with 
Barclay in the disenfranchised | 
American Federation of Actors, | 
asked: 


‘Where was Mr. Barclay when we 
went down to Atlantic City and the 
stagehands could have put a bullet 
in our stomachs?’ 

Barclay explained that Arno and 
a couple of other Ferrets had failed 
to notify him that they planed to 
the American Federation of Labor's 
executive council meetings at the re- 


ated Actors and Artistes of America | 
vs. International Alliance of The-| 
atrical Stage Employees battle came | 
to a head. 


One of the things that apparently 
rankled Barclay was a statement at- 
tributed to Haddock that all of the 


, trouble was being caused by ‘out-of- 


work disgruntled actors.’ Barclay 
brought this up at the meeting, say- 
ing: 

‘I'm out of work, 
why I'm disgruntled. 
broke and hungry 
ashamed of it.’ 

Haskell’s charges were slightly less 
vitriolic than Barclay’s He re- 
stricted himself to calling the ad- 
ministration of AGVA ‘undemocratic’ 
because it upset Shields’ rehiring. 
He charged that Haddock and Irving 
got their factions to upset the apple- 


but that isn't 
I've also been 
and I’m” not 


cart. 

Haddock, at the windup, said in 
part: ‘If there was proof of these 
accusations that proof would have 
been presented. The persons at- 
tacked can’t disprove these accuSsa- 
tions, because if you are called a 


Communist you can’t disprove it. 
‘These accusations are made only 
to poison the minds of other people 
against someone. Their purpose is 
to undermine people so that they 
cannot carry on their work 


Barclay’s sole purpose is to break 


up this organization and not to help 
the performer.’ 

Being unofficial because of the 
lack of a quorum, the meeting broke 
up with no action either way and| 
the factionalism still very much in 
existence 

Shields Reinstated, Re-Fired 

The stage for the hectic Sunday 
meeting was actually set last Thurs- 
day (11), when the N. Y. local’s 
board reinstated Shields, an acto! 
vho wv let out in the recent econ- 
omy drive, and instead voted to oust 
Joseph Ehrlich, non-actor organize! 
The pro-Shields’ faction then in 
the majority. By the following day, 
however, the anti-Shields group had 
mustered sufficient proxies to hold a 


majority and they reopened the mat- 


ter Shields was e-fired and 
Ehrlich re-hired, but here a techni- 
cality wv njected. One of Shields’ 
orte ed t t } It 
( ir the € Ys I 

( g oO ACV A t 
tu Ofi ( id reopt a nati ov.ed 
1} n previ sly. 

Up until yesterday (Tut ) the 
Shields-Ehrlich mat } l vel 
ni } ) the r, but tated 
that Eh C hi I ie kt n nis in- 
tentions of resigning This will be 
done at a membership meeting of 
those working at the N. Y. World’s 


Fair this week, Ehrlich having been 
primarily concerned with organizing 
the Aquacade troupe. It was stated | 
that Shields will also go—for the 
sake of harmony. 
Haddock to the Coast 

Haddock left Monday (15) for the 
Coast, where he will look into af- 
fairs of the Los Angeles local, and 
a visit to the Chicago office on the 
way back. The executive secretary 
stated that his trip was primarily 
for the purpose of getting more 
varied actor interest and activity in 
behalf of the union. He would like 
to set up a system whereby there’s | 
no duplication of committee mem- | 
pers within the locals, so that more 


N. Y. AGVA Meeting 


Continued from page 37 





working members have a voice in 
the setup. 

He reiterated before leaving that 
it’s his intention to hire actors for 
jobs with the union when and where 
feasible—but that they must be com- 
peient. 

The union is now operating in the 
black, virtually all cuts now being in 
effect. Included in the latter, its 
learned, was a 10% wage slash for 
everybody employed in the union, 
from Haddock down the line. 





Slatko Planning New 
Negro Vaude House 


Philadelphia, July 16. 
Harry Slatko, who formerly op- 
eraied the Nixon-Grand and Pearl 
theatres here, plans to operate the 
Lincoln theatre for the presenta- 
tion of colored vaude. The Lincoln 
has been leased to Morris Wax for 
the past two years, who kept it dark, 
preventing anyone from opening it 
to compete with two negro film 
houses operated by the Wax inter- 

ests. 
Philly 
vaude 
year. 





has been without colored 
since the Nixon folded last 


Jack Gardner heads new show at 
Blanch Goldie’s Torch Club, Los 
Angeles. 





e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 








The ballyhoo given the Scopes 
evolution trial in Dayton, Tenn., was 
terrific. “The biggest show on earth’ 
was dsawing every conceivable type 
of humanity. 

A tax on the public for its radio 
entertainment was part of a plan 
by the radio manufacturers, meeting 
in Atlantic City. 

Because of the fatal results at- 
tributed to the charieston dance, the 
latier was outlawed in Boston dan- 
ceries. Fifty were killed in a 
dancery where the charleston, hoofed 
away at a mad pace, resulted in the 
floor collapsing. 


Harry Carey turned his hobby of 
collecting Navajo Indian work and 
relics into a regular biz. He set up 


a store at his San 


Valley 


Francisquito 
ranch. 

Mae Murray and Robert Z. Leon- 
ard, who were divorced, reported re- 
gaged and that they would prob- 
ably re-marry. 


and Gordon, who had con- 
lves to producing non- 
were planning to do 
cals in abbreviated form 


] first was to 


fined themse 
musical skits, 
several mus 
le The 
Girl,’ 


for vaudevil 
‘The 


Parks 


be 


Gingham with Eddie 
featured. 


Dillingham’s presentation 
of the musical adaptation of ‘The 
Fortune Hunter’ was to star Marilyn 
Miller and include Clifton Webb, 
Joseph Cawthorn, Jack Donahue and 


Charles 








Mary Hay Dillingham decided the 

title was to be ‘Sunny.’ 
New Act 

MARIO and FLORIA 
Dancing 
12 Mins. 
Ritz Roof, Boston 

Eileen O'Connor (Floria) is the 
new half of this act, and this is the 
break-in booking for the ballroom 
team. Mario and his new partner 
have been rehearsing for three 
months, and if their work here is 


any criterion they have a bright fu- 
ture. 

Three routines caught were & 
waltz, tango and an _ interpretive 
number themed to ‘Make Believe.’ 
In each case Mario’s imaginative, 
refreshing routining holds attention. 
Floria has charm and poise. 

Some of the lifts and twirls are 
quite breath-taking in their grace 
and balance and Mario’s sem!-adagio 


toss of his partner in a high are 
is sure-fire. Steve Childs, who ar- 
ranged their music, rates special 


mention for interesting soit rhythm 
passages in the introductions and 
well-schemed backgrounds that add 
zest, in a subtle manner, to the dan- 
cing moods, 

Emil Coleman and orchestra plays 
the act here neatly. Fox. 
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Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (July 12) 
NEXT WEEK (July 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below 


indicate 


show, whether full or split week 


opening day of 














| Golden 


Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (18) 
Neiss Troupe 
Fthel Shutta 
George Beatty 
Russ Morgan Ore 


| 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (19) 
Rhythm 

Oxford Boys 
Jackie Heller 
The Colstons 
Cherie & Tomasits 


Rockets | 











Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (17) 

Orrin Tucker Bd 

Bonnie Baker 

4 Bodyguards 


| 


BUFFALO 
Buffalo (19) 
Ted Lester 
Bob Hannon 
Nina Allen 


CHICAGO 








Stapletons Chicago (19) 

Les Ghezzis Gleun Miller Or« 
NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON | 
Rudy Vallee Orc 
Bob Neller Betty Bruce | 
Ames & Arno ; j 
Reddinger 2 opeun caged | 
Sylvia Gae Yoster Cirls 
GentlemenSongsters | Yost Singers | 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (18) 


Jan Peerce 
Madeline B Karson 
Bill Marquette 
Myron Steffin 
Capt John Tiebor 
G Westmoreland 
Karlos Peterson 
Roxy (19) 
Frankl'n D’ Armoure 
Jeanne Brideson 
Whitey Co 
Ben Yost Co 
Gae oster Gis 
Paul Ash Orc 
ATLANTIC CITy 
Steel Pier (21) 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Trixie 


Helen Reynolds Gls | 


(20) 
Donahue Orc 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (19). 
Local Show 
Ginger Dulo 

State (18-20) 
Jack & Jill Carr 
LaMarr & Lopez 
Carr Family 


Al 


| 











(21-24) 
Jimmy Lackore 
Tarker & Freder'ks 
Momarte Revue 

CHICAGO | 
Oriental (12) 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 
Stepin Fetchit | 
Anyce & Allen 
Pho Terrill 
June Armstrong 
CLEVELAND 


Palace (19) 

G White’s Scandals 
PHSLADELPHIA 
Carman (22 
Russell & Christine 
Jimmy & M Mulcay | 
Sammy White 
Peggy Tavler ¢ 

PITMAN 


Breadway (20 only) 
Russell & Christine 
Jess Altmiller 
Peggy Taylor Co 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 

(21 only) 
Russell & Christine 
LaMarr & lopez 
Jenkins & Plowboys 
Carr Family 


Co 








World’s Fair 








American Jubilee 
Lucy Monree 
Paul Haakon 
Ray Middleton 
Wynn Murray 
Aquacade 
Vincent Lopez 
Eleanor Holm 
Buster Crabbe 
Saxon Sis 
Frank Libuse 
Margot Brander 
Ballantine Inn 
Adrian Rollini Trio 
Brazilian Bldg 
Romeo de Silva Ore 
Grayce & Graham 
Barbary Coast 


Ore 


| Ruby 
| (* 


Mercer 

arrie Finnell 

Berry Bros 

Albertina Rasch G 

Pabst Blue Ribbon 

Gardens 

Rob Norris Ore 
Streets of 

Gy psy 
Hylton Sis 

Milton Watson 

Enis Beyer 

F & J Wubert 

White Way Casino 

Rosita Royce 
Maharra 


Winter Wonderland | 
B & B Wade 


Paris 


tuse Lee 














Kay Parsons Alex Hurd 
D 20 Al Surette 
anc Campus (20) Genevieve & Stan!’y 
Harry James Ore | Mary Jane Halsted 
Gay New Orleans | May Judels 
" | Elizabeth Cravens 
Jay Freeman Orc | Sic Steinwall 
Muriel Page D 7 & ‘Sloa 
Mark Plant tees ote 
Ren Dova Zomble 
Carlos & Carita ; John Kirby Ore 
Ann Lewis ' Velero Sis 
Cabaret Bill 
’ 
NEW YORK CITY 
Armando’s Bill Bertolotti’s 


Frank Mandella Or 
Pedrite Ore 
Eleanor French 


Barney Gallant's 


Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carter & Bowie 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russell & Farrar 


Beachcomber 


Sonny Kendis Orc 
Chavez Orc 
Rumba Octet | 
LeAhn Sis 


Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Orc 

Pat Williams 
Lynn & Marion 
Mary Jane Brown 
Billy Cascade 


| Gabriel 


| Marie del 


Hazel Scott 

(jate 4 
Albert Ammons | 
Pete Johnson | 
| 
Chateau Moderne 
Ore 


c 


Shaw 
Tanne 


Maurice 
Dorothy 
Margaret Scott 
Develle 
Maurice Shaw 
Lem Leach 
Jimmy Erikson 
Jack Messing | 
Sam Grassis | 


Club Caravan 
Joe Collins Ore 
Arthur Barnett 
Rita Renaud 
Ruth Wintor 
Chiquita Venez 

Club 
Don 


a 


Gaucho 


Miguel Ore 
Carmen 
Nedra Madera 
Mimi 


Jimmy Dorsey 


\Valya Valentinoff 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Cocktail Lounge) 
Betty Allen 

Iiclen Standish 
‘peat’ Powell 
Charlie Bourne 
Esterbr’k & Farmer 


| Hotel Pennsylvania 


Ore 
talph Rotgers Orc 
Helen O'Connell 
Bob Eberle 

Fuddy Schutz 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


| Emile Petti Orc 
Hildegarde 
Hotel St. George 


(Brooklyn) 
Zinn Arthur Ore 
Muriel Lane 
Tommy Taylor 

Hotel St. Moritz 


| Eddie Varzos Orc 


Cuban Casino 
*lo Moreno 
las 

L: 


anova 


Consus 
Los Ojex 
il 


Dolore 
Don Cas 


3 iure 


Diamond Horseshoe 


| Morley & 


Marcella Hendricks 
Emile Boreo 
Gonzalo & Christine 
Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Orc 
Waldos'no Rhumba 
Gearheart 


Noble Sissie Ore { Rita Lupino 
ben McGrane Ore! Virginia Dolf 
Blanche Ring | Barbara Woods 
ar te yea : | Henri Noel 
adie .eonars . 
Julian Eltinge | Hotel Taft 
Harland Dixon | Frankie Masters Or 
Prof Lamberti | Hotel Waldorf- 
Wini Shaw Astoria 
Horton Spurr . . 
Dave Mallen (Starlight Roof) 
Herman Hyde | Xavier Cugat Ore 
Sally Burrell + Mischa Borr Orc 

El Chico | Larry Adler 

A Raul & Eva Reyes 

Don Alberto Ore | Georges & Jaina 
Antonio Escudero | Josephine Houston 
Maria Morales | 
Mercedes Reyes Hurricane 
gg i a ccanaee | Eddie Bush Ore 
; ulita bi Acasa | Fausto Curbello Or 
Ala Aztecas tomo Vincent 
Aldo Crioyo | Gloria Blake 
felen Ortega | 


Glen Island Casino 
(New Rochelle, NY) 


obby Byrne Ore 
Ate oro Morales Orc 
Pancho & Dolores 
Greenwich Village 

Casino | 

Diana Del Rio 
Ruth Kidd | 
Mary Jane Brown | 
linda March 


‘Frank McCormick | 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Moya Gifford 
Barbary Lamarr 
Bill’s Gay 90's | 
Charles Strickland | 
Gus Wicke 
Ethel Gilbert 





Billy Lorraine 
Fred Bishop 

Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 


| 
| 
| 





Ramon & Renita 
El Nanego 


Cafe Society 
Teddy Wiison Orc 


Edith Dustman 
| Roberts & Farley | 


; Ray 


Sylvia Barry | 
Havana-Madrid 
O De La Rosa Ore 


Juanito Sanabria Or 


Sergio Orta 
Maruja Serrano 
Arturo Cortez | 
Ksiela & Papo 
Alberto Torre 
Lolita Moya 
Luis Rijos 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Orc 
Hotel Algonquin 
Stuart Ross 
Hotel 
Larry Siry Ore 
Hetel Astor 


Tominy 
taiph 
Floria 
Coltons 
Del Rios 
Hotel Belmont- 
Plaza 


Dorsey Ore 
Rotgers Ore 
Vestoft 


Val Olman 
Zito Ore 
(race Vaughun 
telmont Balladeers 
Joe Howard 

Hotel Belvedere 
Ron Perry Ore 

Hotel 


Ore 


Biltmore 

Aivino Rey Ore 

Al Shelleday 

King Sis 

Dick Morgan 

Skeets Herfurt 
Hotel Bossert 

(Brooklyn) 

| Mddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Brevoort 

Lloyd 

Palomo 

Sam Ray 

Vera Sanofft 
Hotel 


iy 


Geo 


Edison 


Gi Gordon Ore 
Hatel 
Al 


Patti 


Essex House 


Kavelin 
Morg: 
Stu: 





Marlyn 


Hotel Homestead 


(Kew Gardens) 
Bill Lester Orc 
Nick King 
Paul Anthony 
Prof Harwal 
Pat Marrow 


Lucille Wright 
Hotel Lexington 
McKinney Orc 
Honolulu Ma:ds 
Hotel Lincoln 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Belita 
Alfred Trenkler 


| Betty 
Pegsy 


Ambassador | 


Meymo Holt 

Florence Alvarez 

Nathanos 

Romo Vincent 
Jimmy Kelly’s 

Carer 

de la Plante 
Swank Twins 

Princess Aloma 

Joe Capello Or 


La Conga 
Maya Ore 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Victoria Cordova 
Ciro Rimae 
Juanita Juarez 
Rosita Rios 


| Chiquita Maria 


Aida Alvarez 
‘Charlie Boy’ 

La Marqulse 
William Palermo O 
Muriel Welch 

| Chris Curtis 
| Frances Connolly 
| Jeanne Jordan 


| Larue 
| Mddie Davis Ore 
Val Ernie Orc 


| Le Coq Rouge 

| Nicki Raymond Ore 
| Don Marton Ore 
Cecelia Lee 

Tisdale 3 

‘arine 

Le Ruban Bleu 


asha & Mirko 

aula Laurence 

aetwie St Clair 

Stuart Ross 

Hayward & Allen 
Leon & Eddie's 

Eddie Davis 

| Lou Martin Ore 

D del Carmen Ore 

| Luba Malina 

| Renee LaMarr 8 

| Jerry Vance 

| Joel & Annett 

| Norman & McKay 

| Mildred Craig 

Lido Beach Club 

; E Madriguera Orc 

| Betty Hutton 

Paul & Eva 

Old Roumanian 


| Frankie Booth 
Jackie Stewart 

| Jean Lee 

| La Porte’s 


r 
| 
| P R 
| 


Reyes 


Joe Ore 


Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent de Costa 
|} Art Tubertini 


Tino Donelli 
Queen Mary 
| Joe Ellis Ore 
Ginger Wayne 
Kay Parsons 
| Carol Dennison 
| Consuelo Flow 
Rainbow Grill 
| Barry Winton Ore 
| Mariynn & Michae) 
| 


erton 


Rainbow Room 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Yola Galli 
Geo Liloyd 
3 Pitchmen 

Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, N.J.) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Pancho Ore 
George Givot 
| Terry Lawlor 
Shea & Raymond 
Chandra-Kaly 
Chester Hale Gls 





Nathan Walley 


Ross MacLean 
Margaret Richmond 


Hotel Park Central | 
(€ ocoanut Greve) 
Sally Rand 


} Ross-Fenton Farms | 
(Asbary Park, N.J.) 


Eddie Oliver Ore 
Fernand Canay Ore 
Danny Kaye 

Stork Club 


| Ernie Holst Ore 


Ann Kiess 


| Versailles 


| Nicholas D'Amico O 
Panchito Ore 
Beverly Roberts 
Loper & Barrat 

Village Barn 
Arthur Warren 
Andrini Bros 
Elaine Miller 


Willie Solar 


Biltmore Bowl 


Cardl King 
| Gwynne 
Varsity 
Perre 
| Cleorge 
htudolf 


s 

tenne 

Wendt 
Frimil 


& 


Ore 


Cafe La Maze 


Park Avenue Boys 


Club Bali 


Fletcher 
Lutcher 


Bruz 
Nellie 
Cocoanut Grove 


Jane Pickens 
Kddie Duchin Ore 


| Karl Carroll 
Bert Wheeler 
Francis & Gray 
Hank Ladd 

; Slate Bros. 

lay Carroll 
Francetta Malloy 
liob Bromley 
Frakson 

Bob Williams 

Red Dust 

Miller & Reading 
| Sterner Sis 

Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Agullar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 
Elinor Troy 

NTG & H' wood Rev 
Daryl Harpa Ore 
Faith Bacon 

Grace Hayes Lodge 


Grace Hayes 
Sibyl Bowan 
| Jeffrey Gill 

| Nick Cochran 
it Cafe 


Ore 


Ore 


Al Graham 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Leu Holden Ore 
Virginia Hays 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gls 
Leonard Keller 


Marion Holmes 
Collette & Barry 


Blackhawk 


Blue Barron Ore 
Marion Mann 
Don & Beverly 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Dale Evans 

Pick Mansfie!d 


Bon Air 
Frank Parker 

Dr Giovanni 
Gower & Jeanne 
Steve Evans 

Edna Sedgwick 
Dan Sterlings Ore 
tose Gis 
Clyde Luc 


Ore 


Ore 


Ore 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 


Dorothy Duval 
Dorothy Erickson 


as 





| Bob Billings 
| Vito Mancini 
Bill Blacido 
Broadmont 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
| Sharone Stringer 
Whitman Gls 
| Tonya 
; Herb Rudolphs Ore 
Chez Paree 
Ted Lewis Ore 


Lillian Carmen 
Charlie Whittier 
| Geraldine Ross 
Morgan Dance 
Evans Gls 

Club Alabam 
Ethel Brown 
Marion Moore 
Harriet Norris 
| Allen Coe 
| Bernie Adler 
| Louise Lucano 
[Inez Gambo! 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Wave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 


| 


Ecair Roth Oro 
| Club Minuet 
| Patsy Mac 
George Moore 
Vivien Stuart 

Pat Perry 
Fillmore Sherman 
| Art Fischers Ore 
Del Eetes 

Colony Club 

oat Ravazza Ore 
Orv n & Parker 
Mo onchita Ore 

10 La Playas 


Colosimos 

Ada 

Jackson 

ilartzclls 

Mary Stone 

The Blenders 

| F Quartell Ore 

Pronaph Gls 

Club Dellsa 

Billy Mitchell 

Cyclene Morgan 

Billie Eckstein 

De Alexander 

Chippie Hili 

6 Jitterbugs 
thythm Willle 

Charles Isom 

Partelic Gl. 

Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 

| Johnny Banga Ore 

(Peacock Km) 


Leonard 
R & 


Stone 





Joe Vera 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Horace Heidt Or: 
| Dick Rogers 
! Patricia Martin 


Ore | 


| 


| 


| (Gus 


Richards & Carson 
Sons Purple Sage 





LOS ANGELES 


Villepigues 
Raymond Cole 
i.indy Hoppers 
Arthur Davy's Ore 

Zimmerman’s 

Huugaria 
Maraqauita Rivera 
Vitta Gibson 
Lajoa Barsony 
Gene Kardos Ore 

La Conga 


Joe Frisco 
Chiquita 

Pauli Neighbors Or 
Phillip Lopez Ore 


Paris Inn 


Henry 

Howard 

Dominic 

Marg'rite & M'rtinez 

Kric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 
Seven Seas 

Tillian Gibson 

Bob Mathews 

Miss Avalon 

Puanani 

Johnie 


Henrvson 
Blair 


Bright Ore 
Slapsy Maxie’s 
Lewis Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessy 
Maxie Rosennlioom 
Cullen Richards 
Jerry Brandow 
J Riley Scott Ore 


Somerset House 


Ringiand 
Sailee Orc 


& 


Harry 
xu 
Swanne fon 

Gladys Bentley 
Charlie Evans 
Dudley Dickerson 
Topsy’s 
Anita Andre 
Duval & Tregg 
Ugo Martinelli 
Johnny Mack 
Hal Howard Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 
onalt & Roberta 
Arnheim Orc 
Victor Hugo 
Matty Malneck 


R 


CHICAGO 


Dor Derben Gis 
Herb Fuote 
885 Club 

& Morris 
Linda March 
Milo Perez Ore 
Johnny Honnert 

Franke’s Casino 
Bradshaw 


Rog 


ts 


& Fenton 


Tange 

lon & Lea 
Helen Fox 
tuddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Hal Munroe Ore 
Wynn Faire 
Nord Richardson 


Harry's New York 
Whitson Bros 
Larry Vincent 
Armanda Follette 
Rankoff & Cannon 
Dorothy Johnson 
Mark ‘Talbert 3 
Joanne Jordan 
Mel Cole Ore 
Hoveler Gls 


Hi Hat 


| Willie Shore 


| Holly 


| Phil 
] 


| Jar 


Mary 


Ww 


Grant 
Ay 
Kersten 


Jimmy 


Sis 
Gls 
Cassidy Ore 
Ivanhoe 
F! 
Al 


yrence Schubert 
Trace Ure 
Swanson 
Sumner 
Ore 


Helen 
Al Veirra 

1. Aigion 
Emil D 
Arsene 
Isobel de Marco 


Hote! La Salle 
(Blue Front waned 


Or 


aSalvi 


Ore 


sierel 


Crusaders 
Liberty Ina 
Roberta 
Pat Mcé 
Marrita 
Danielle 
Dunn 
O'Neil 
Wiley Ore 


wan 
Ryan 


Don 
Timmie 


Earl 


Millstones 
Sam 
Terry 
Art 
Mad 


Sob 


Haas 
Terrell 
Mee 
eline 
Wray 


Morrison 


Lewis 

Ore 
Hotel 

Oyster 


House) 


(Boston 


Manfrea 

Old 
Mary 
Heidelberg Cx 
Heidelberg 
Tolly rangi 
Franzel ) 


Palmer 
Empire 


Gotthelf 


Heidelberg 


MeCormic 


tetie 
ins 
Orc 


House 
Room 
\ Stone 

N 


e 


Ra 
rogZ 
Tenner 
4 Texas 
Abbott 


yble Ore 
& Yor 
S-nith 
Ramblers 
Dancers 
Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oro 
os Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Glenn Miller Ore 


Carl Marx 
Silver Cloud 

Jerry Dunn 

Betty Hill 

Mary Jane 

Norma Bear 

Babette Gis 


Ray Steiber Ore 
Flinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 
808 Clab 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber 
id LaP 


Gie 


~~ 4 








Ore | 








| Ray 


Marcia 

Mara Loutse 
Betty Lou 
Catherine Harris 
Jo Ann Carrol 
Jaf Leta 

Wilma Novak 
Patsy Shaw 

Lint Dawn 

Don & Betty Lynn 
Barbara Doane 
Sol lake Ore 
Tripoll 2 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Griff Williams Ore 
Walter King 





Bob Kirk 
Buddy Marino 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Di Novi Twins 
Louise Shannon 
Ellen Kaye 

Pat Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 


Villa Moderne 


Rosemary Dering 
8 White Guards 
Maysy & Brach 
Jack Turner 
Jacquelyn Panette 
Tony Cabot Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Elmer 
Peg ay 


Clem 


Hoffinan 
Morgan 
Williams Ore 


Arcadla 


Frank Jule 
Stanley Rich 
Patsy King 
Johnny Carlin Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 
Eddie Thomas 
8 Cadillac Coquettes | 
Hendriques & 

Bill Gates Ore 
Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Put Procelll 
Nikki Nikolat 
Betty Williams 
Frankle Scnluth 
Walt Temple Ore 


Club Ball 


La Comfarra 
Danny White 
Allen Fielding’s Ore 
Johnny & George 
bon Renaldo Ore 


College Ina 





Harry McKay 
Estelle & Fielding 
Loretta Walsh 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
4 ) 
Joe Kraft Ore 
Julian & C Hall 
Tom Turner 
Marilyn Dale 


Cusano's 


Dick Jones 
Penelope Raymond 
Ginger Lynn 

Lou Furland 
Ralph Sunner Ore 


Di Pinto's 
Phil Fletcher 
Lloyd Manu 
Mary Ann 
Phyllis Love 
Margie Mealy 
Joe Wayne 
Eddie Jarero Ore 


Embassy 
clft Hall 
Del Norella 
Loretta Lane 
Marine Trio 
Marion Kingsley 
Evergreen Casino 
Kay Alien 
Earl Leach 
Josephine Leach 
Ethel Lynn 
Tom Barry 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Locust 
Betty Stone 
Kay Laverly 
Kings of Swing Or 
Gay 90's 
Chie Willlames Ore 
Charles Harmon 
Karl Rowe 
Flenri's 
Andre & Frances 
O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Ore 


(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Jimmy Blake 
Herbie Dubrow 
Sal la Marr 
FPairicia Kingsley 
leon & Mace 

Cass 


ty 


John De Vant 

Glamour Gls (14) 
Neil Fontaine Ore 

Jam Session 

Dave 
Krechm 
Freddie 
Max 
Jim 


Newman 


Kornfeld 


Spector 
Thorpe 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Irving Braslow Ore 
Frankie Richardson 
J & R Martin 
Bill Hopkins 
Lorraine Chevalier 
Dolly Mughn 
Ann Barry 

Latimer Club 


Michael Travis Ore 


Kleanor Obold 
Vinda Steehan 
Evelyn Lauchain 
Joanne Sherer 


Lexington Casino 
e Gaines Ore 

Cashie Costello 

Pert Williams | 
Olive Boyd 

Ponti 

y White 

"ete Hay 
a 


a | 
Richards 
Johnny & 
Harry Rose 
French Follies 
Mi: Jaffree 
Lexington Trio 
lide Venice | 


John Ore 
Frank Hail 
Carmen Chita 
Dillon & Parlow 
Margie Smith 
Dee Rogers 
Little Rathskeller 
Ruth Clayton 

4 Musical Notes 
Bert St Clair 
O'Connor Bros 
Sarbara Long 


E 


e 


Joseph 


Ann Howard 
Grace Brian 
4 Ink Spois 


Victor Hugo Ore 
Minstrel Tavern 
Allan & Parker 
Dumont Minstrels 
Ix@in Trio 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Loftus 








Savoy 


Manoa Inn 
Wayne & Kenon 
Jack Hutchinson 
Lamont & Dolores 
ack White Co 
Bunip & Dump 
Nancy Newell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 

Montgomery's 
Vicki Cooper 
Jane Mitchell 
Donna Lee 
Dottie Payton 


Paul Moth 
Fan Caswell 
Penn Fay Ore 


Open Door Cafe 
Billy Hays Ore 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Marj Drummond 
Ethel Maeder 


Old Covered Wagon 
Ieo Zollo Ore 
Paiph Fastman 
Mildred Rogers 
Peacock Gardens 
Earl Denny Ore 


Philadelphia Koom 


Hayes Watson 


Purple Derby 


Jean Lamar 
Johnny & Joan 
Irvine 

Morty Burk’s Ore 
Billy Newsome 
Nan Getty 

Betty Mealy 
Alice Gormley 


Red Lion Inn 


Ed Chambers Ore 
Joe Foulkner 
Dot Wilson 
Frank Dumont 
Billy Burns 
Tony Gallagher 
School House Inn 
Jean O'Neill 
Andy Russell 
Buck Calhoun 
Niles & Jo-Ann 
Billie lee 


Jimmie Venuti Ore 


Silver Take Inn 
Reed 
Lucy 

Anna 

& Regina 
Familant 


George 
Alice 
Mary 


Mickey oO 


Streets of Paris 


Mildred Benson 
4 Charma 
Mildred Lewis 
Virginia Worth 
Ann Fagan 
Mary Horen 
Bee Mahoffy 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Pearl Williams 


| Pat & Nora 





} 


Franklin } 


| Sonny 


Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Hal Hoffer 
Nino Nannl 


Stork Clob 


Mills 
Daniels 

Ray 

Helen Wilson 
Lillian Stewart 
Marcelia Marchame 


Tommy 
Billy 


Edith Brown 
Ralph Brown 
Henry Patrick Ore 


Stamp's Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Vie Earlson 
Sybil Ross 
4 Novelettes 
Stamp’s Trio 


Silver Take Inn 
(Clementon) 

George Reed 
Motter & Engel 
Valentine 
Wirthman Twins 
Mary Anna 
Savoy & Regina 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Ore 


Spread Eagle Inn 


Williams 
Hofman 
Gormely 


Clem 
Elmer 
Ed 
20th Century 
3obby Bernard 
Toppers 
Ruth Phillips 
Harry Dobbins Ore 


Venice Grille 


Joe Reilly 

Venice Swingsters 
Vickay Lane 
Tanya Garth 
Barbara & 
King Sis 


Margie 


Viking Cafe 
Bonnie Staurt 
Murray Parker 
2 Tones 
Vincent & Lane 
Phillis Lane 
Joe Vernon Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 

Jules Fiacco Ore 

Bob Merrili 

Leonard Cooke 

Christianis 

Great Rockeys 

Kirk & Lawrence 

Sidney 

Karmine 


Pat Sullivan 

Ted & Julia 

Jack Smith 

Dave Peterson 

Filmer Seltzer 

Doria Elliett 

Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson's 


Marriott's R'm Ore! Joe Hough, m.e, 


Lunatrix 

Eddie & Jack 
Beale & Pegey 
Flash Lane 
Geo Bakay Ore 


Anchorage 
Sid Dickler Ore 
| Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Balconades 
Dale Somers Ore 


Bill Green's 
Jack McLean Ore 
Don Gilbert 
Tom Cunningham 
Boogie-Woogle Club 
Boog Sherman 
Reggie Dvorak 
Max Sirnon 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 


Club Pace 
Charlie Jennings Or 
Ruth Henneyman 
Rodgers & Wayne 
Bertha Peyton 
Jimmy Harper 


Clob Petite 
Eugene Baird 
Sid Green 
Cork and Boitle 
Frank Shean 3 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maples 
Chuzzy Ross 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Evergreen Gardens 
Earl Tate Ore 
Jimmy Baldwin 
Frank Hamilton 
Mabel Herold 
Le Vonn Charlotte 
Nenie Walters 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Kaailives 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 
Harry Bigley 
Ray Catizone 
Steve Mathews 
Mike Shamrella 
Kenny wood 
Tiny Hill Ore 
Wallendas 
Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asche 
Al Fremont Ore 
New Penn 
| Herb Fritschie Ore 





Ore 





| 


\ 





Yacht Club 
Grace Collins 
Mary Navis 
La Vodis 
Mildred 


Ore 


King 


PITTSBURGH 


Don Andrea 
Warren & Durkin 
Gloria & Kay 
Jim Valdaire 
Don Ramon 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Zane & Todd 
Betty McClure 
Poll Mar Gls 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
Jim Buchan yn 
Harry Nosokot® 
Mike Peytun 
Rodgers & Spruce 
Joe Kiein 
Honey Boy 
Buzzin Bees Ore 
Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Howard Becker 
Mac Harris 
Bob Stahl 
Riviera 


Or 


Ray Engiert 
Max Adkins Ore 
Yacht Club 
He Middleman 
Jerry & Turk 
Jackie Heller 
Shirley ftleller 
Eric Ricard 
Lou Bouers 
Bddie Mete 
Paul Floren 
Sky-Vue 
Cyril Woistman 
Helen Young 
Union Grill 
Yagello 
Natale 
Sandretto 


Ore 


ilfe 
Gls 


Or 


Art 
Frank 
Mike 
Villa Madrid 
Joe Shafer Ore 
Carmelita & Lea 
Altredo & Rosita 
leu Stare 
Lois Donn 
Webster Hall 
George Weber Ore 
West View 
Tommy 
3 Voises 
Willows 
Lani Melantire Ore 


Carlyn Ore 





j 


Leialoha 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | 


(Book Casino) 
Clark Ore 
| (Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 
Blossom Heath 
| Carrol & Gorman 
| Ambassadorettes 
| Lydia & Jeresco 
Beverly Clark 
Ruby Ore 
| Bowery 


Joe E Lewis 
Dot Hackey Co 
Arden & Renard 
Patsy Marr 
Leticia 

Gloria Shayne 
Boweryettes (12) 
Jitterbugs (8) 
Johnny King 

| Chas Carlisle 

| Benny Resh Ore 


| Lowry 





Blue Lantera 
Platt Co 
Freda Lazier 
Jack Terry 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Frank Temple 
Lee Walters Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Dick Haviland 
Kay Howard 


John 


Billie Mayshell 
Frank Reynolds 
Elton & Rita 
| Jimmy Yamamato 
6 Vesters 

Eddie Bratton Ore 

Hund's 
Ola Timers 


Roland LaPrise 8 
london Chop House 
Pura Reyes 
Mary Jane 
Rogers-Stanley 


Funk 
Ore 





, 


Mayfaie 
Dave 
Dick Nemaa 
Jackie Deroy 
Kose Marie 
Shutte & Kent 
Phil Olsen Ore 


June 


Nebiolo’s 
Dick Gale 
Elton & Rita 
Elaine Manzi 
Marl Hargetr 
Di Giovanni 


Ore 


Northwood Ina 
T & iL Taft 
Sally Joy 
Jean Ritchie 


Sanimy Dibert Ore 


Palm Beach 
Bobby Jones 
McMahon & Adei 
Radio Jesters 
4 Roulettes 
Mannie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huek's Redford Inna 
Mac McGraw Ore 

Club Royale 
Pai! 
Dorn 
Terry 
Man! 


Povsini 
Bros. Margie 
& Walker 
iattan Tri 
Geo Bernhard 
Preston Lambe 
Carl Bonnet 


’ 
Dane 
t 
Ore 


Sana Diege 
4 Adorables 

Bob 
Wally 
Georg 


Al Al 


Whittler Hotel 


(Geld Cup Koom) 
sondonaires 


King 
& France 
Pre 


sxande 


e 
anell 


‘ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Pancro & Lolita 
Patsy IaRains 
Clem Belling Dogs 
| Carl Mueller 

Mildred Smith 

Myron Ryan 
Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy black 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ov« 
Bonnie LaxVoenne 
Eddie Rau 
Freddie's Cafe 
Art Lackey Or« 
Manhatianettes 
Elaine Boyd 
Eddie Warnes 

Hotel Allerton 

Jonnie, S Steele 


| 
Hotel Carter 
| 


| Don Bari Ore 
Carinna 

Hotel Cleveland 
Leighton Noble Ore 
Chick Floyd 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 

Hotel Hollenden 


Henry Cincione Or 
Jack Marshall 


| 





} Grace 


| Os 


Caryl Gould 
Herbert laylors 
Morgan 
Hotel Statler 


Ore 


ar Day 
Jack & Eddie's 
Billie 

ino, Rob 
Sherman 
R yr 


Rroadw 

Rubert 
Behe 
Arlen 


iy 
ts 


e ce 3 


Lindsay’s Sky Club 


Roy Raysor 
Pear! DelLucca 
Judy Preston 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Tavior O 
Club 
Miner 
Blaine 
Walsh 
Idlers 
Prussin Ore 
Ohie Villa 
Austin Wylie Ore 
Mickey Katz 
Southern Tavern 
Tee Allen Ore 
Henry George 
Thirty-Seven 


Bir 


nie 
Mounds 
Gomez & 
Dorothy 

Sammy 
Three 

Sid 


Club 


Carole Chapelle 
June Vale 
Helen Hayes 





Overboard’ and 
| Navy.’ 





Frederick Hollander and Frank 
Loesser sold three ditties to Univer- 
sal for ‘Seven Sinners.’ 
‘T've Been in Love Before,’ 
‘The Man’s 


They are 
‘I Fall 
in the 
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Claims to Have Proof 





Mrs. Hazel Huffman, who was an investigator for the Dies Commit- 
tee, investigating un-Americanism, has suggested an open meeting dur- 
ing which she would disclose information regarding radicals in show 
pusiness, inclusive of actors and authors. 
sponsor the session has not been disclosed, since it is assumed that 
most groups in the theatre might aim to dodge the responsibility, That 
Mrs. Huffman knows show business is attested to by showmen with 


whom she conversed. 


She declared that Congressman Lambertson was virtually correct in 
identifying the seven Equity councillors as being Communistic, but said 
. Had she been asked, Mrs. Huff- 
man added, she could have named 10 other Equityites, although 
whether they are of the association’s council was not state. 

Mrs. Huffman explained that any number who belong to the Com- 
munist party do not carry cards identifying themselves as such. She 


she did not supply the information 


would like the Federal Bureau of 


tives at the meeting, although it is believed that this governmental 
agency is already well supplied with information. 
complete files of her work and claims she can back up her statements. 
That some in Equity are informed of Mrs. Huffman’s activities is indi- 
cated, it being reported that the association made complaints to Wash- 


ington about her. 


During the existence of the WPA Federal Theatre Project the in- 
vestigator scrutinized the background of those in charge and states 
most were definitely radicais, including Hallie Flanagan, the national 
Mrs. Flanagan, she says, attended certain courses in Russia, 
along with others whom she appointed to key positions in FTP. Mrs. 
Huffman added that Mrs. Flanagan virtually gave her credit for 
‘wrecking the WPA theatre project’ 

It’s believed that the Congressional committee which struck out the 
FTP from the relief bill obtained its information from Mrs. Huffman’s 
records, but some of the legislators made exaggerated statements. 


director. 


Just what organization is to 


Investigation to have representa- 


Mrs. Huffman has 








Stagehands Receptive to Sun. Legit; 


Managers Now 


Expect Equity OK 








— 


Once again Sunday performances 
of legit shows are being sought by 
the managers. They are using a 
somewhat different approach. In- 
stead of putting it up to Equity, the 
stagehands were conferred with and 
the union’s representatives were re- 
ceptive to the plan, which calls for 
playing Sundays and dropping Mon- 
day nights. State law permits this, 
but the deckhands formerly followed 
Equity’s lead by stipulating double 
pay, technically nullifying the sta- 
tute, 


First of the new Sunday confer- 
ences was held at the League of 
New York Theatres last week. It 


was figured that if the stagehands 
assent, Equity is likely to do like- 
wise, since the actors’ leaders re- 
cently indicated they favored giv- | 
ing Sundays a thorough *#ry for the | 
period of a full season. It would 
then be clear whether such perform- 
ances would make longer engage- 
ments possible and, if so, solve one 
feature of the unemployment prob- 
lem, Believed, too, that there would 
be no difficulty from musicians, who, 
like stagehands, work Sundays in 
other theatres, 

The idea of staggering shows on 
Broadway was discussed during the 
conference, some attractions playing 
Sundays and others holding to the 
usual Monday to Saturday schedule. 
Showmen are of the opinion that, by 
Staggering the shows, attendance 
would be more concentrated rather 
than scattered, with a general switch 
of the whole list to be made later 
if deemed for the best. It is as- | 
sumed the sell-out hits would re- 
tain Saturdays, since there is no at- 
tendance problem, Sundays being 
designed to affect attractions not so 
strongly in demand. 

If Sundays do eventuate for the 
coming season, it is the intention of 
showmen to amend the present law 
which stipulates 24 hours rest per 
week for players appearing on Sun- | 
days. The provision is discrimina- | 
tory, since it does not apply to any 
other types of attractions other than 





legit, nor to sports, such as base- 
ball. Legit people not infrequently 


appear in vaudfilm theatres, not only 
playing Sunday but going on four or 
five times during the day. There is 
no legal limitation in regard to radio 
appearances either, but for some 
curious reason those who play such 
engagements have refused to vote in 
favor of Sundays when the matter 
comes up in Equity. 

If Sundays come to Broadway and 
some attractions play a seven-day 
week, assuming that the statute will | 
be changed, actors would receive an 
extra eighth pay for the ninth per- 
formance, as in Chicago and other 
Sunday towns. 


Last season, when Sundays looked 


possible, the stagehands nixed the 
idea, mostly because peeved at 
Equity’s stand. Change of view- 


point by this union is therefore re- 
garded as a favorable indication that 
the Sabbath idea will finally be tried. | 
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| There 


i members must be paid a 


Hollywood Music Box 
Back as Legit Stand 


Hollywood, July 16. 

Five-year lease on Hollywood Mu- 
sic Box was taken over by the Hol- 
lywood Theatre Alliance. Site re- 
cently was dropped as a remote spot 
by Columbia Broadcasting. 

New contract gives the Alliance 
two theatres. The Hollywood Play- 
house is being used for the second 
edition of ‘Meet the People.’ 


Only Durante May 
Stick With ‘Grass’ 
For Aug. Reopening 





Although there was some doubt 
about the relighting of ‘Keep Off 





the Gross,’ which suspended at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y., recently, the | 
revue is still listed for resumption | 
Aug. 19. A later date may be named, | 
depending on when Jimmy Durante | 
is available, the comic having gone | 
to Hollywood on a picture engage- 
ment. A flock of cast replacements | 
is likely and Durante 
of 


may be the 
only one the name players to 
reappear. 

Stated to depart definitely are 
Ilka Chase, Larry Adler and Vir- 
ginia O’Brien. Latter was brought 
east from ‘Meet the People,’ but was 
less effective with the numbers as- 
signed her here than in the Holly- 
wood revue. Ray Bolger, who was 
toplined with the Schnozzle, is in 
doubt about reappearing in ‘Grass’. 
The show definitely closed so far as 
contracts were concerned and all 
players are free to accept other en- 
gagements. 

Before ‘Grass’ stopped, ostensibly 
to avoid July dullness, a salary cut} 
was to have applied to the cast. | 
was internal feeling against 
Miss Chase and Adler, who refused | 
to slice their pay, and the chorus 
was so worked up that they sent her | 





|a letter bluntly placing the show’s| 
| folding at her doorstep. There were 
| other angles involved in the pro- 


| posed cut, however. 


MILW. STAGEHANDS 
EASE UP ON LEGIT 


Milwaukee, July 16. 
Union, in an effort to 
legit attractions to play 
more than three days here, which} 
has been the customary length of 
a local engagement in recent sea- | 
sons, rescinded its rule that| 
full week’s | 

wage for anything over three days 
work. 
Thus, 


Stagehands 
encourage 


has 


from now on the union 


| members will be paid for four days | 


if they work four days, or for five | 
days if they work five days, which 
is regarded as something of a break | 
for the legit houses. ’ 


ij; into tne 


Ask Lee Shubert Quiz 
In 256 ‘Maritza’ Suit 


Application to examine Lee Shu- 
bert before trial was made to the 
N. Y. supreme court Monday (15) by 
Wilmer & Vincent in connection 
with their $25,000 suit against Shu- 
bert Theatres Corp. 

Plaintiffs charge breach of 
agreement entered into May 5, 1924, 
whereby they granted the defendant 
the rights to produce ‘Countess Ma- 
ritza.” It is charged that Shubert 
sold the film rights to the operetta 
for $250,000, of which the plaintiffs 
were to receive 10%, which has 
never been paid. The answer is a 


general denial, and a request for a! 


dismissal. 


EQUITY CONFAB 
TO CONSIDER 
‘ONE-UNION’ 





A special meeting of Equity’s 
council has been called for Friday 


(19) for the purpose of considering 
the plan for ‘one big union,’ which 
would virtually fuse the talent 
unions affiliated with the Associated 
Actors & Artists of America. Dis- 
cussion will take in the report of 
the committee which digested the 
124 page Reis report, said to teem 
with statistical data. 

While a majority of Equityites 
evidently favor the one-union idea, 
a major problem has arisen, for 
legiters would be required to pay 
higher dues, regarded as being out of 
proportion to the benefits which 
might be received by Equity. The 
$18 annual dues would be doubled, 
according to the outlook for the re- 
organization of the _ actor -artist 
unions management set-up, and the 
amount may even be higher. While 
other affiliates have higher dues, 
especially the Screen Actors Guild, 
where one class of membership pays 
$100 yearly, it seems doubtful that 
Equity’s people would vote in the 
increase for legit. 

There's also said to be consider- 
able opposition to the one-union idea 
from some of those in salaried po- 
sitions with the various affiliates. 
They see the merger and naturally 
curtailed staff as probably putting 
them out of jobs. 


SET BARRYMORE 
‘CHILDREN’ TOUR 





Production plans of 
Aldrich & Richard Myers, 
active last season, are rather in- 
definite at this time, though they 
are considering several scripts. Only 


who were 


certain activity is to again tour John | 


in ‘My Dear Children.’ 
Show will play a return date in 
Chicago starting Sept. 2, being 
booked at the Grand Opera House 
for four weeks. 


Barrymore 


‘Children’ played 35 weeks at the | 


season, 
and 


the Loop last 
being sensational 


Selwyn in 
engagement 


| Chicagoans indulgently taking to the | 


star because of his ad-libbing and 
the belief that he tippled. While he 
was a visitor to numberless thirst 
parlors, it was reliably reported that 
he imbibed the weakest of high- 
balls 
inte twice 
was 
impus when he in- 
Barrie, his wife, 
Dudley stepped 


early in 


I upted 
indisposed, 


Loop date was 
when Barrymore 
and there was a1! 

ted that Elaine 
be replaced. Dor) 
the New 
Mis 3ar- 
into the cast. The 
after the was 
vous exhaustion. 
reach expecta- 

the run was 
anticipations. 
date, several 
drew excellent 
the attendant 
duplicate that 


pul 


part, 
York the Belasco 
rie went 
switch came 
forced abed by ner 
Attendance did not 
tions thereafter and 
considerably under 
After the Chicago 
midwestern dates 
grosses because of 
publicity and may 
showing next season. 

Aldrich & Myers’ ‘Margin 
Error’ will not go to the road, 
company overed the 
stands while the nal played 
Broadway. ‘Margin,’ however, is 


date at 
back 


tar 
stal 


for 
one 
having ¢ key 


Origl 


being used by any number of sum- | 


stocks. 
ancillary receivership 
(Continued on page 44) 


mer 


An in- 


was 


an | 


Richard | 


‘Communist Charges Equity’s Worst 





‘Sth Col.” With Tone, 
May Resume on B’way 


‘The Fifth Column’ is slated to re- 
sume late next month or early Sep- 
| tember, with Franchot Tone again in 
' the leading part. Return date is ex- 





pected to be limited with a tour to 
follow. ‘Column’ was presented by 
the Theatre Guild at the Alvin, show 
moving to the Broadhurst when 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ opened. 
Engagement was curtailed because 
Tone contracted a throat ailment. 
‘Column’ was written by Ernest 
Hemingway, with B. F. Glazer adapt- 


ing it. Understood that Metro is 
interested in obtaining the film 
rights, but no deal has been con- 


summated as yet. 
on the Metro lot working on 
screen version of John Steinbeck’s 
‘Tortilla Flat.’ 





Mixed Opinions Arise 
Over Lionel Stander 
Quitting Jolson Show 


Detroit, July 16. 

Lionel Stander left the cast of 
‘Hold Onto Your Hats’ at the end 
of its two-week opening run at the 
Cass here. He was replaced by Russ 
Brown. 

Ostensible 
leaving the new Al Jolson show was 


reason given for his 





that he had previous picture com- 
which he had believed 
Instead, 
lhe couldn’t duck them and so was 
| due at 20th-Fox for picture work 
(on July 17. 


| mitments 


| were cleared it was said, 


However, also back of the Stander 
| departure was the critical belief that 
{he not only had been miscast, did 
}not have a part suited to the per- 
| sonality he had built up but was just 


Blow in History; Repercussions May 
Lead to Resignations From Council 


| , ” 
| Charges of Representative W)l- 
, liam P. Lambertson, Kansas Republi- 





Glazer is currently | 
the | 


| 
} 





Dente 


can, naming six members of Equity’s 
council as Communists, seems the 
worst wallop the actors have taken 
since the association was formed. 
Repercussions around Equity attend- 
ing the denials of those named may 
be far-reaching and may lead to at 
least some resignations. That the 
congressman has no _ intention of 
withdrawing his statement, printed 
in the Congressional Record, is quite 
evident from his reply to the de- 
mand that he furnish proof of the 
charges and the source of his in- 
formation. 

Ii is believed that the charges may 
definitely affect the standing of some 
of those allegedly involved, whether 
substantiated or not. A _ strongly- 
worded protest was sent to Lambert- 
son over the signature of Paul Dull- 
zell, executive secretary-treasurer of 
Equity, who asked for proof or pub- 
lic retraction. Association’s officers, 
however, feel that the situation is a 
matter for the council to handle and 
not themselves individually. It’s 
pointed out that the Communist 
Party is recognized since its candi- 
dates are on election ballots, and 
that a recent New York supreme 
court decision ruled that it is not 
libelous to call a person a Com- 
munist. 

But the commotion in actorial 
ranks continues. There are many 
who have come to the defense of 
the players involved. Some were 
members of the Actors Forum, 
which, over a period of five years, 
gave Equity’s leaders plenty to think 
about. They declare themselves lib- 
erals, not radicals, and take credit 


| for improving the lot of the actors. 


| playing a stooge to the rest of the} 


}cast. A great share of his role was 
| feeding lines to the other comics. 

| Critics here had noted one 
|culiarity in the casting 

in a semi-romantic, semi-straight 
role. He figured in a triangle in 
which he, a pretty robust guy, fig- 
ured as the effete easterner while 
the slimmer Jack Whiting was the 
rugged westerner. It just didn't 
come off. 


TRUCK-AND-TRAILER 
LEGIT THEATRE CO. 


San Francisco, July 16. 


pe- 


| Billing themselves the Roadrun- 
| ners, group of Stamford grads is 
scheduled to set out this week in 


what's claimed to be the only truck- 
and-trailer theatre of its kind 

Side door of trailer will let down 
furnishing 20-foot stage, 15 feet deep, 
and forming solid end of 
tent housing folding seats 


portable 


| ing 
. ; weekly. 
of Stander | 


So many changes in regulations 
were introduced by the group that 
the managers became alarmed and 
have since been seeking cessation of 
poiicy changes. 

Forum’s Reforms 


Among the reforms obtained at 
the instance of the Forum were pay 
for rehearsals; limitation of rehear- 
sal hours after many seasons of 
abuse by directors and managers: 
cutting the free rehearsal days or 
probationary period from seven to 
five days; elimination of the junio1 
minimum pay of $25 weekly, making 
a uniform minimum of $40; and rais- 
chorus pay from $30 to $35 
The more experienced 
members of Equity claimed that 
managers were ‘cheating’ by giving 
juniors jobs in order to keep down 
the payroll. First a rule kept the 
managers to a 10% limit of juniors 
in each cast; later the present regu- 


lation was adopted, 


In travel, | 


trailer will double as ‘ladies’ dorma- 
tory. Truck includes compartment 
housing complete switchboard setup 
3alance is devoted to bunks for men 
storage for seats and props 
Zarnstormers tried out at Los! 
Gatos and staged initial publi per- 
formance of ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter’ on vacant lot il Palo Alto 
Troupe now ready for the road, hit- 
ting such hinterland spots as Carson 
City, Fallon, Lovelock, Winnemucca, 
Elco, Twin Falls, Ketchum, Pocatello, 


Preston, Logan, Provo, Rock Springs 
and Brigham. 

Lads and lassies are their own car- 
penters, electricians and tent-pitches. 
J. P. Cahn is president of Roadrun- 
ner Productions with others of the 
troupe of 11 including Fred Clark 


(who appeared in George Abboit's 
production of ‘What a Life’). George 
Wood, Virginia Sharpe. Margaret 
Wood, Tony Cefaratti, Harry Mu- 
heim. Gene Callnon and Jack Daw- 
son, sec-treasurer. 

Repertoire of company embraces 
‘Daughter,’ ‘Christopher Bean,’ ‘King 
Lady,’ ‘N ght Must Fall’ and 2 mu- 


sical] revue 


It is true that the Forum 
credited on more than one occasior 
during association meetings. Groi 


Was Q)S- 


ip 
took it without comment and, when 
they got the desired objectives, os- 


but still 
‘Continued on page 43) 


‘PINS’ PAYS CHORINES 
$2,000 IN OLD CLAIMS 


Unlooked 
the ‘Pins 


tensibly dissolved. clain 


for claims on behalf of 
and Needles’ chorus, 
amounting to slightly more. than 
$2,000, have been paid by Louis 
Schaeffer, managing directo: of 
Stage, which produced the 
how. Coin was paid to more tha: 
chorines, most of whom : 
did bits. One claim was around $30 


Labor 


a aozen 


There were others who unde 
studied, but did not receive ext 
pay, while some choristers were pz 
$30 weekly instead of the $35 1 
mun Management was unaware of 
the contract violations and paid off 


as promised. Schaeffer turned ove: 
the books on ‘Pins’ so that Chorus 
Equity could check the claims. 
‘Pins’ is playing three weeks in 
stock houses operated by J. J. Lev- 
enthal and will also appear in some 


country show shops. For the sum- 


mer stock showings show will use 
stock jobbing contracts and the 
rules for such engagement call for 
Jower minimums than for production 
contracts Where admission is not 


more than $1.10, rate for the chorus 
and $30 if the ticket 


$25 weekly, 


top is more. Same applies to junior 
members. When ‘Pins’ starts regue 


lai 


bookings new contracts will be 
required, with the usual minimums 


ij applving. 
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Plays Out of Town 





CUPCAKE 


Clinton, Conn., July 15. 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Charles Schnee. Directed by Joseph ¢ 
Peoney; sets, David Sarvis. Presented by 


Alexander Kirkland at Clinton playhouse, 


Clinton, Conn., July 15, °40. 

Louse Louie......ssescsceceess Harold Gary 
a er inh en ents Edward Andrews 
Mouthpiece Van Dyke...... Reynolds Evans 
Mortimer, his law clerk....Franz Bendtsen 
Dolores. wife of Cementer Sam..Pert Kelton 
Big Belly.......ceecceeees Howard Freeman 
Evil Eddie Jigger.......++++-+++++8 John Call 
Mary JOmeS.....ccssccccceecs Thelma Schnee 
Cementer Sam Slagle......--- Robert Allen 
Lucky Charlie.......-seeees- William Sanis 
To rr ee Elmer 
Julian Saltonstall............-John Thomas 
First Detective......sseee+> Donald Murphy 


Second Detective 
Bookie 38 


Poulos 


Siv Sid Spigarola......-ee+-- Angi O. 

Officer Holloran..cceseses++s Frank lawson 
RUNNEP.....sccccvecccvesccess Nate Feiman 
Process Server....cesccssseeess Ken Harvey 
Bail Man... .ccccecccccececces John shellie 





For the first tryout at his luxurious 
Clinton Playhouse, Alexander Kirk- 
land tossed a lot of dialog and a lot 
of actors into the pot and when the 
concoction simmered down at the 
final curtain, he had—just an idea. 
As caught at its opening, play was 
pretty much of a bore, with only oc- 
casional compensating bursts of 
comedy breaking through. After a 
couple of acts, things got to the point 
where some really good gags went 
unnoticed after finding it too tough 
to battle audience indifference. 

Author probably spent the past 
year sleeping with a copy of ‘Three 
Men On a Horse’ under his pillow. 


Plot concerns a once-wealthy racket | 


leader who is in a jam because of 
misappropriating a hefty fund from 
a pal temporarily in the booby hatch. 
In order to replace the ‘loan’ in a 
hurry, racketeer and his mob devise 


the scheme of buying up a lot of | 


rusty nags and running them all in 
the same race, after fixing things for 
one of their plugs to win. The 
monkey wrench appears in_ the 
works when a girl, who has fallen 
for the racket boss, enters her horse 
in the race and cops the money. But 
the gang clean up anyway through a 
fluke idea of betting against their 
own nags and there’s romance for the 
girl and the racketeer. The story 
plays just like it reads. 

Pert Kelton and Robert Allen are 
featured, but there is little for the 


former to do and the role of the} 


racketeer isn’t up Allen’s alley at all. 


1‘daring and sex-sational,’ which this 
|comedy-drama is getting. More on 
lthe dignified side is the block-letter 
billing of Betty Compson, long a 


'reigning favorite of the screen when | 


action and not words flickered on the 
silver sheet. Seemingly an incon- 


piece through to moderate returns on 
a short haul. 


| charged with m 
gruous combination, it may see this | P. 
~ ‘ . | reader 


|; Summer theatre dormi 


As a showcase for the legit talents | 


of Miss Compson it was not such a 
happy selection. Still possessing the 
personable qualities that made her 
a star of the silents, the script is too 
joaded with tawdry, and at time un- 
necessary, profanity to show her off 
to advantage. She struggles with 
the part of a tough moll running a 
Shanghai dive, with a little white- 
slaving on the side, but her appear- 
ance belies the character. She is 
still a glamorous figure and_ those 
cheap lines dripping from her lips 
militate against a sincerity of char- 
acterization. 


Play revolves around the sale of an 
unviolated girl to a lust-mad, phoney 
Russian aristocrat. Miss Compson 
and her sidekick in crime, Ginger 
Pearson, act as go-betweens, but 
make the mistake of taking in a 
sleuth, who masquerades as a writer 
in» quest of atmosphere for his tome 
on night life. When the payoff 
comes, pseudo-playwright turns the 
tables and rescues the gal with the 
aid of a marine. Virtue triumphs 
after taking an awful beating through 
a flood of cussing and sordid sijtua- 
tions. Piece gets its title from the 
|highlight of the show, when the 
baron comes to claim his child-bride. 
|Poised on a _ pedestal with a red 
|scarf wrapped around her trim fig- 
ure, he tears the scarlet robe from 
| her shoulders, revealing Lois Collier 
/in all her innocence and tipping the 
title to those who needed such en- 
lightenment. 
| Producer of the play is, privately. 
| Eugene Rosenberg, one-time with Al 
| Woods and more recently an insur- 
/ance broker. Show has a low nut 
and may hang around for a while if 
| the lip service is favorable. There's 
an audience for this type of theatre 
if the word once gets around that 
it’s as hot as the advertising. Which 
it isn’t unless things have been done 
to it since the opening night. 
Helm. 








Arraign Prof. Rice 


In Woman’s Murder 


Oak Bluffs, Mass., July 16. 
Special grand jury convenes at 
Edgartown tomorrow (i7) to con- 


sider evidence against R. Huntington | 


Rice, professor of 
at Rice School of Spoken Word 
urder of Mrs. Clara 
Smith, 70, Christian Seience 
found murdered in Rice 
tory June 30. 

Defendant is brother of Phidelah 
Rice, owner of playhouse here. 





A.C. TRYOUTS KECALLED 


BY DOWLING’S MUSICAL 


Atlantic City, July 16. 

What is likely to be A. C.’s big- 
gest theatrical event of the season 
will happen Aug. 12 when Eddie 
Dowling tries out his new musicom- 
edy, ‘The Little Dog Laughed,’ 
Garden Pier before taking it to 
Broadway. The news brought cheer 
to this town which, like Baltimere, 
used to be a standard tryout town 
for new shows, but didn’t get a 
single new show for a decade until 
George White brought his ‘Scandals 
here last summer. 

Standouts in the cast of 75 will 
include Paul Draper, Phil Loeb and 
Milli Monti. It will be the latter’s 
first American job. She starred on 
the continent in ‘White Horse Inn’. 

Plans call for two choruses, a 
dancing one directed by Chester 
Hale, and a singing chorus directed 
by Lehman Engel. Joseph Schrank 
has dialoged, Harold J. Rome the 
score. 


Met People ‘to S. A. 


Gennaro Papi, of the Met, en 
route to Rio de Janeiro, where he 
will conduct the Teatro Municipal 
Opera Co. for second successive sea- 
son. With him are Met singers iy- 
cluding Emanuel List, Judith Hell- 
wig and Cyril Lawrence. 

Another group, including Richard 
Bonnelli, Bruna Castagne and Rob- 
ert Weede will sail within next few 
weeks. 











voice modulation | 





(Warners are said to be interested | 
in play as a pic for Edward G. Robin- 
son.) Thelma Schnee is likewise in a | 
part not suited to her dramatic 
ability. Other characters, with such 
picturesque appellations as Louse 
Louie, Big Belly, Evil Eddie, Lucky 
Charlie, Slip Kish and Sly Kid are | 
played with more or less conviction 
by a sizeable cast. Franz Bendtsen | 


is okay in an eccentric role. ilv i i 
- Parts played by Monty Woolley and John Hoysradt are easily identified to 


Pevney’s staging rates commenda- | 2 
tion for bringing some kind of order | be Alexander Woollcott and Noel Coward, respectively. | 
out of disjointed scenes and a plot Miss Goodner’s ‘Lorraine’ was not cenceived as a counterpart of Miss | 
that isn’t exactly sure where it is, Lawrence. George S. Kaufman, who wrote ‘Dinner’ with Moss Hart, wrote 
going. Physically, Kirkland gave the | Miss Lawrence shortly after the show opened and expressed profuse apolo- 
production a nice send-off, with an| gies that any such idea got around. Certain lines in the play were changed 
outstanding set by David Sarvis. | to prevent subsequent audiences getting that impression, but evidently the | 
r Unless a competent play surgeon | revision did not have the desired effect. ‘Lorraine’ is described as a com- 
steps in and transforms this one, the posite 
. ~ 7 o v¢ - ° 
ee Page ng. for ik Miss Lawrence and cast entrained for the Coast Sunday (14) to open in| 

ieccceaeibailianities ; Los Angeles in ‘Skylark’ Thursday (18). Her next appearance on Broad- | 

way will probably be in ‘I Am Listening,’ a play with music by Hart, Kurt 

THE SCARLET VIRGIN Weill and Ira Gershwin, which Sam H. Harris will present. As ‘Skylark’ 
is booked for a long route, date of ‘Listening’ is indefinite. Thursday (11) | 

i Los Angeles, July 10. Miss Lawrence gave a cocktail party at her N. Y. penthouse. marking her 

omedy-drama in three acts (five scenes) ; ae : . . ‘ . ' 
by Ramon Cerva and Ray Buffum: recent marriage to Richard S. Aldrich at Cape Cod. She amused the guests 
ineed by Frederick H. Speare; dire by reading a congratulatory telegram from Coward in rhyme and her reply 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Although the matter was cleared up early in the engagement of ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music Box, N. Y., some patrons still ask | 








whether the character played by Carol Goodner is supposed to be an) 
impression of Gertrude Lawrence, which is hardly flattering to the star. | 


pro- 


ed by 








(harles King; at Mayan theatre, Los An- . : < 
geles, July 9, '40; $1.05 top. in like form. 
: Cast: Betty Compson, Earl Bender, Jack = 
- Ginger Pearson, Lois Collie Els , . , ; . i s yVi ri 
Chane, Pasi Serctvem, Merman Ressler, One of the newer strawhats in Pennsylvania is obviously trying to make | 
Art Howard, its existence a secret. After spending a nice chunk of coin remodeling an |} 
Not to theat , | old barn into a fairly attractive playhouse, the backer has consistently 
Not new to eatre-goers here-| refys ; anc : ; : 
- : efused to shell out a few extra dollars a week for a p.a. to let the public 
abouts is such baited come-on as ~ 


know what’s going on. Result is that dailies in that city have carried 
little or nothing on attractions there and drama editors have been deluged 
with calls asking what’s showing, etc. Papers have carried practically | 
| nothing on the strawhatter, only because they haven’t been serviced. 
Backers claim they can’t afford the extra coin and say the director is 
supposed to handle the publicity himself. Latter says he doesn’t have time. 




















' Field work to secure co-ordinated bookings for four attractions, which | 

| are to be toured by the National Playgoers Guild, has been assigned to 
Charles Munster, Paul Morris, M. D. Howe, Arthur Stevens and George | 

| Bryant. Hal Olver, who organized NPG, is supervising the work, each 
field man covering a different section of the country. First season will 
be upward of 12 weeks, bookings being somewhat elastic. 

“Words and Music,’ the new revue to be toured along with three straight 
| plays formerly presented on Broadway, will have Bert Wheeler and Lester 
| Allen heading the cast. The plays are ‘The Second Man,’ ‘Missouri Legend’ 

and ‘Outward Bound.’ 








‘The Ice Man Cometh,’ newest play completed by Eugene O'Neill, may 
| stem from experience and is possibly biographical in part. As a young) 
man, the author frequented a bar in the Madison Square section of New 
| York, where his father limited his weekly credit. The man behind the! 
mahogany was Louis Bergen, who now conducts his own place on West | 
45th street, called the Theatre Tavern. 

‘Ice Man’ is the symbol for death. Play treats of derelicts in a saloon, | 
men of former substance hemmed in by circumstances. | 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 

















EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
CURRENTLY 
CAL-NEVA LODGE 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
Ss 
Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 





L. E. Behymer, one-time advance agent for Olga Nethersole, legit star, | 


is visiting from the Coast, it being his first trip east in 11 years. He is 
| 78 and still going strong. | 
His present activity is in the concert field, representing the NBC and 
CBS concert bureaus, | 
There are three Mrs. Hammersteins in show circles, all named Dorothy. | 
One is the wife of Arthur, she being the former Dorothy Dalton of silent | 
films. He is a son of Oscar Hammerstein, late opera impresario. The other | 
agg = are wed to the latter’s grandsons, Theodore (Teddy) and 
scar, II. 


‘ 




















|ship with a more 


| Lilovd 


lcomes to 


| several 


Strawhat Reviews 


} 
| 
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Nude With Pineapple 


Osterville, Mass., July 11. 


| by Fulten Oursler and Aubrey 


Hale McKeen; sets, 
Osterville Playhouse, 


by 
at 
July 11, ‘40; $1.65 top. 


|} Charley Turner 
'Mr. Harris 
Constance Lane.....cccsssseces Mary Green 


ee ee 


| SU OUNOIAT. vc ccncdscncaes Dexter Wright 
| Piggles... : «+... Larry Sothern 
Ds oun 085ns006bae006s Barbara Parmley 
Dr. Ephraim Tanpeyday, M.D..James Crow 
Harold Blessings...... Richard C. Sullivan 
5S rrr Frank Rollinger 


Maid Louise Long 





| A 
| 
| 


terest. 
story of an esthetic young married 


|man who finds happiness in a mental- 
his | McDonal 


|cure institution, away from | 
dowdy, nagging, unimaginative wife. 


Comedy-drama in three acts (flve scenes) |W 
Kennedy; |Rowland come on 
| presented by Theatre of the Fifteen, coms l scene to sin 

Edward Sheffield; | P . 
Osterville, Mass.,|and Elaine Barry score nicely 


oe PTF Elisabeth Cope | 
Willard Thompson | 
Vaughn Baggerly | 


planted in the audience. He invites 
them backstage for auditions and 
there is a slight pick-up in pace 
hen Evelyn Wyckoff and Toby 
in the second 
g ‘We're a Team.” Fred 
in 





| the same stanza as a dance duo. 
‘Vitamizing from A to Z’ is a fairly 
clever satire on the present vitamin 
| craze, but it ends crudely with a 
| blackout On a line that sounds like 
'a lift from Minsky’s. Ruth Ford 
| registers impressively as an em- 
| bryonic actress who can’t find a job. 
She sings ‘No Casting Today,’ a good 
jtopical tune by William Provost, 
|heightened dramatically by a patter 


This novel piece has a topical in- | chorus in which off-stage voices echo 
It deals with a plausible |the turn-downs she has heard all 


day. 
On several times in each act, Ray 
d demonstrates his poten- 


|tialities as a tapster, but is ham- 


| No doubt the title is provocative, but | pered by average routines and the 


‘signed for carriage trade and intel- 
| ligentsia. 

It has been well-trimmed since 
|; produced some time ago on Broad- 
| way as ‘Behold This Dreamer,’ the 
| title of a Fulton Oursler novel. This 
'is Oursler’s only published play, but 
/he should be encouraged to write 
|}more. The -Macfadden editor con- 
gregates some very interesting char- 
acters, makes them talk convincingly, 
| keeps the plot moving in an air of 
suspense. Whatever the commer- 
cial success of the original, the new 
version should have a good chance 
on Broadway or as a class picture in 
ithe hands of a skilled director and 
la carefully selected cast. 

Oursler drives home the thesis that 
one set of human society regards 
another as screwy because the sus- 
pe.S group does not conform to the 
traditions, platitudes and conventions 
of the majority. For those who like 
to find food for thought at the the- 
atre, ‘Nude’ provides a stimulating 
evening. Those anticipating a bawdy 
farce would be short-changed, though 
there are laughs which give it lift. 

Name of the piece is the title of 
Charley’s first crude painting, done 
in the institution, with the coaching 
of one of the inmates. When the pic- 
ture wins a cash prize as a ‘new form 
of art,’ the father-in-law rushes 
| Charley out of the asylum and back 
to his home, hoping for a reconcilia- 
tion with his daughter. But it’s still 


carrying on a flirtation with an in- 
surance agent 
Delighted to catch the pair in a 
clinch, Charley seizes upon this op- 
portunity to cast off his marital re- 
sponsibilities and seek refuge in the 
asylum 


interesting dame 
there. 


too dull, and Charley’s wife has been | 


on | misleading, for the play is nicely de-| need of greater precision in his 


| work. Dorothy Lloyd gets her per- 
|sonality across despite little oppor- 
tunity in two small parts. 

Easily the standout of the show, 
Miss Wyckoff was handicapped 
opening night by a hoarseness which 
affected her low singing tones. She's 
had parts in several Shubert musi- 
cals and understudied Mitzi Green 
in ‘Babes in Arms.’ Most of the 
others in the cast have had compar- 
able experience. Ruth Ford was 
featured with the Mercury Theatre 
and the Barrys were in ‘The Great 
Waltz.’ 

_Tunes with mild commercial possi- 
bilities include ‘If I Had the Money,’ 
‘As I Live and Breathe,’ and ‘Fingers 
in the Cookie Jar,” all by William 
Provost, and ‘Most Every Love,’ by 
Kahn and Van Eyck. The latter also 
turned out some good background 
music for a semi-Apache routine by 
the Barrys. 
Planned as another ‘New Faces,’ 
this opus needs a_ considerable 
amount of bolstering in all depart- 
ments. Sets are tastefully executed 
but scantily furnished. Music is sup- 
plied by two unbilled pianists. 

Five programmed sketches were 
deleted and one unscheduled skit 
was added. Gilb. 





SECOND HELPING 


Stamford, Conn., July 15. 


Monte Proser and Walter Batchelor pre- 


); Sent a comedy in three acts by David Carey 


during his absence. | 


| Theodore 
| Blizabeth Ann 
where he can work freely | 
| and, incidentally. resume his friend- 


| Jeremiah Davis 


Outstanding performance is Bar- | 


bara Parmley’s, as 
model whose melancholia is dispelled 
by Charley. 


| not always depict his role of Charley 
| with finesse, but manages to sustain 


considerable interest. James Crow, 


the ex-artists’ | 


Willard Thompson does | 
| when 


Richard C. Sullivan and Frank Rol- | 


linger, as three queer, cultured and 
usually wise inmates, contribute 


| greatly to the performance. 


Edward Sheffield’s sets are very 
satisfactory. Some intelligent light- 
ing aids in setting various moods of 
the play. 

This is the first strawhat season of 
the Theatre of the Fifteen, a better- 


|than-average group of players who 


did 25 weeks in Florida last season. 
The Osterville Playhouse, apparently 
a community building converted to 
the uses of the summer thespians, is 
comfortable and attractive. Fox. 


VOTE FOR YOUTH 


Southampton, L. I, July 11. 


Musical revue in two acts (19 scenes), 
produced and staged by Martin Jones. 300k 
and lyrics by Alex Kahn; music by Goetz 
Van Eyck; additional musical numbers by 
William Provost, Scenery by Charles 
Weber; costumes by Christine Thompson. 
Presented at Parrish Memorial Hall, 
Seuthampton, L. I., July 10-13, 1940. 

Cast: Burten Bowen, Jr., Evelyn Wyck- 
off, Toby Rowland, Fred and Elaine Barry, 
Bridges, Housley Stevens, Sr., 
Martha Nash, Ruth Ford, Ray McDonald, 
Dorothy Lloyd and Martha Mitchell. 





and clever That it 
naught 
the mediocre skits and songs, which 
for the most part, follow a hack- 
neyed and burlesquish pattern. The 
blackouts are doubly inef- 
fectual in that they are not only 
in poor taste but also unfunny. 

The idea behind ‘Vote for Youth’ 


intimate revue. 


the outstanding performances 
and thus assist some of the cast on 
their way to ‘stardom.’ Just what 
effect the preferences of 100 South- 
ampton socialites might have on 
Broadway producers is a moot point; 
however, the votes might be of some 
value to producer Martin Jones if, 
as was rumored here, he plans to util- 
ize the most popular sketches and 
players in a revue at the Vanderbilt 
theatre on Broadway this fall. 
Burton Bowen, Jr., who is cast 
throughout as a talent scout, sets the 
thought of the piece in a rather 
weak opening scene, in which he ex- 
plains that entertaining ability is to 
be found anywhere and pfoceeds to 
focus a portable baby-spotlight on 


several of the singers and dancers’ 


| amusing angles and 
| camouflage. 


Stars Jessie Royce Landis Staged by Nat 


Burns. Setting lesigned by Io y 

; i des ‘ uls 1. Welsh 
on the Stamford playhouse, July 15 "40 
Jimmie Adams............... Billy Rex le 
tessie Adams........... } Saleen 


Suzanne Jackson 
.. Jack Yule 
; in. -.-Barbara Leeds 
Uncle Ben Williams... Alexander Campbell 
Aunt Margaret Jessie Royce Landis 
Virginia Saunders....... Elizabeth Sawyer 
William Terry 
Joe Bates H. FE. Currier 
IBRD BOTRBUG, 6 vi cccccccccica, Jack Hartley 


Adams 


Adams, 


This spot was one of the first, if 
not the first, Connecticut strawhat 
_it was operated in 1928 by 
Beatrice Maude. Perhaps, because 
of memories of the record-breaking 
history of the old Stamford theatre 
which was the country’s ace tryout 
house, 1910-1925, this town has never 
supported summer stock and future 
of current venture, backed by Monte 
Proser and Walter Batchelor, was 
uncertain at opening of the first of 
several scheduled tryouts: No bill 
announced for next week, although 
another new play is scheduled for 
week of July 29. 

_ Script of ‘Second Helping’ has 
been around a long time and justly 
so. Borne down by endless dialog 
and rubber-plant atmosphere, it re- 
vives the story of the family drudge 
and her emancipation with few 
no attempt at 
Harried on all sides by 
an uncompromisingly noisy family 
and tied down by a 15-year betrothal 
to a dreary villager, the familiar 


| Cinderella hangs up the dishrag, gets 


| 


| 
} 


down her best dress and goes off 
with an early beau. 

To a company that gave slave 
duty to the cause, Jessie Royce Lan- 
dis lends her beauty and important 
talent. In a role not even remote- 
ly worthy of her, she manages 
through sheer trouping to create a 


| figure of more interest than the au- 
This is an abortive attempt at an | 


is due largely to | is 


thor could possibly have imagined 
and something of her showmanship 
communicated to several of the 


cast, namely Alexander Campbell, as 
a sour brother-in-law, ane Suzanne 


|is that the audience is to cast ballots | 
| for 





| 
} 


Jackson, as a gabby sister. Doul. 


Four Cheere Ses Mother 


Locust Valley, L. IL, July 10 
, Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Philip Dunning and I. G. Lighton. Directed 
by Randolph Carter. Settings by David 
Twachtman, Presented by Stewart Chaney 
and Arthur Hanna at the Red Barn Thea- 
tre, Locust Vallev. L. [., for one week 
Starting July 8, ’46. , 

Cast: Charlotte Acheson, Adele Harrison. 
Douglas Gilmore, Richard Temple, Samuel 
Mehalko, Frederic De Wilde, Lea Penman, 


Stanley Hughes, Paula Trueman, Clyde 
Fillmore, Betty Goodrich. Harriet Eells, 
John Cromwell, Charles Furcolowe, June 
Miller, Barbara Karnshaw, Xynia Orrell, 
Patricia Delahanty, Jeanne Monroe, 
Patricia Burton, Anne Seggerman, John 


Delahanty. 





‘Four Cheers for Mother’ is three 
cheers too many. This is another of 
those innocuous little plays that 
flutter about the barnyards. 

An erstwhile society matron and 
her two marriageable daughters 


(Continued on page 44) 
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No Crowing by Barnyard Belascos: 


Notices Posted by 12 Summer Spots 


———-- ________ 


The bleating around the country 
stock spots is not from wailing 
sheep but from panicky rural man- 
agers. Business has been so far off 
that closing notices have already 
been posted in more than a dozen 
barn playhouses, with others likely 
to follow. Perhaps there are too 
many strawhats but few are close 
enough together to interfere if the 
patronage were comparable to other 
seasons’ response. 

It’s not a professonal secret that 
there is no important money in the 
summer sticks, despite big strides 
made in recent years. 
showmen affected appears to under- 
stand what is the matter. Weather 
has been an adverse factor and it is 
supposed that the war news is no 
help either. Even attractions with 
stars have been badly affected. 
Heretofore, local socialites -enter- 
tained the name players and casts 
with lawn parties, cocktaileries, etc., 
but that sort of thing appears to be 
out and in its place there is an air 
of apathy. 
able to keep off Broadway during 
the heated period regard the dour 
news as tragic. 

Murder in The Sticks 

One of the formerly livety summer 
stocks to post notice is at Martha’s 
Vineyard, Mass., but there is a 
definite reason. An elderly woman 
student of the drama school con- 
nected with the theatre was mur- 
dered. House electrician with a 
prison record was arrested but later 
released and Huntington Rice, 
brother of Phildeah Rice, who man- 
aged the house for years, is charged 
with the homicide. Result is that 
attendance dipped to small numbers. 
[Details in legit section.] 

First summer stock to stop is the 


Starlight, Pawling, N. Y., which 
fared well for the past eight years, 
but which folded Saturday (13)./| 


It was conducted by Mrs. Maryverne 
Jones. At Ridgefield, Conn., operated 
by Philip Carr, notice to close this 
week is up and the spot goes dark 


unless business picks up. County 
Playhouse, Westport, Conn., which 
was given much prominence in 


other summers, may fold, too, busi- 
ness with a star being so disappoint- 


ing. House, which formerly was 
operated by the Langners of the 
Theatre Guild, has been managed 


by John Haggard and John Cornell. 

At Mt. Kisco, N. Y., where Richard 
Skinner holds forth, along with 
David Tuttle, d postcard appeal to 
residents h:g been made, with the 


comment that unless the theatre is 


supported it will have to go dark. Ii 
is about the same at White Plains, 
also in the extensive county of 


Westchester, where Julian Olney has 
the theatre. It is none too good at 
the Spa, Saratoga Springs, the most 
modern of the ceuntry stock thea- 
tres, but Hope Lawder, who in 
charge, figures that the opening of 
the racing season next month will be 
a lifesaver. 
The Bar Okay 

At Suffern, N. Y., where Walter 
Armitage is presenting shows, busi- 
ness is plenty good at the new bar 
installed, but the shows have been 
away off. However, that place is 
better off than most others because 
there is a bankroll of $25,000. Con- 
necticut stocks admittedly in a weak 
state are at Ivoryton, with Milton 
Stiefel the operator; Stamford, 
where Nate Beers is struggling, and 
Clinton, Alexander Kirkland being 
the manager. In the New England 
zone, the hideaways are having 
their troubles with exceptions 
claimed, however. In Jersey Ione 
Hutaine’s stock, Jutland, is reported 
on the ropes. 

And yet there are 11 new plays 
listed as being tried out in the sum- 
mer places this week and a dozen are 
carded for nextweek. Consequently, 
it seems that some of the barnyard 
impresarios are still hopeful. One 
popular stock in Westchester is said 
to have netted $2,500 to $3,000 on an 
eight-week season in past years. But 
house has lost $700 each of the first 
two weeks it has operated so far 
this summer. 

To some extent, 
ments, with the permanents at a 
minimum of $40 weekly, may be re- 
sponsible if there are wholesale 
foldings. However, the rules were 
drawn up after members complained 
of conditions and run-outs that 
brought grief to players. 

Comedy Has B. O. 
Boston, July 16. 

This a year for light comedy 
revivals, few tryouts, plenty of legit 
Stars and no sombre stuff in the New 


1S 





is 


None of the | 


Players who have been | 


Equity require- | 


—_—_—___ 


, England strawhats. Managers are 


| pleased with their subscription lists, | 


| which are generally more substan- 
|tial than they have been in many 
|a year, but they squawk about the 
| chilly weather that has dented biz 
|thus far this season. 
| As an example of what they’re 
up against, the Keene Summer thea- 
| tre, Keene, N. H., recorded a tem- 


perature of 33 degrees the other 
night. 
| Prospects are very encouraging | 


most managers say, with their sur- | 


"rounding resorts doing a good trade 
| because of no-foreign-travel condi- 
|tions and subscribers signing on the 
line in increased numbers. On the 
stage they want established com- 
edies, the lighter the better. 

Film stars are scarce this year, 
| but legit stars are found all over 
the circuit. Gertrude Lawrence, 
| the! Barrymore, Helen Ford, Vio- 
‘let Heming, Ruth Chatterton, Otto 
|Preminger, Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
| Constance Collier, Fred Stone are 





some of the names in strav. hat 
j te. 

‘Heat’ Tour 

| Intimate revue, ‘Crazy With the 


| Heat,’ is being prepped in New York 


|by Kurt Kasznar, former Viennese | 


producer, to begin a five-week 
|strawhat tour on July 29. Special 
| production is being built which 


| Kasznar says will be scrapped after 
| the circuit of the barns to be re- 
|'placed by a more elaborate setup 
'for a New York opening under a 
| different title in November. 

Sheila Barrett is being starred, 
| with a group of young performers 
!in featured roles. They include Betty 


| (Continued on page 44) 
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_ $trawhat Bookings 





Claudia Morgan, Ethel 
Edith King, Frederfc Tozere, Alan 
Hewitt, Bram Nossen, ‘The Bat,’ 


Princeton, N. J., July 15. 
Tala Birrell, ‘The 
Theatre-by-the Sea, Matunuck, R. L, 
July 14, 
Mady Christians, Edward Trevor, 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ Bass Rocks 
theatre, Gloucester, Mass., July 15. 


Wyn Cahoon, ‘Good News,’ Chase | 


Barn Playhouse, Whitefield, N. H., 
July 15. 
Elaine Babcock, ‘Lady Winder- 


mere’s Fan,” Cobweb theatre, Yard- 
ley, Penn., July 15. 

Ina Claire, ‘Biography,’ July 15. 
Miriam Hopkins, ‘The Guardsman,’ 
July 22, Maplewood, N. J. 

Grace McTarnhan, ‘Personal 
pearance,’ Keene, N. H., July 15 

Lillian Foster, ‘Children of Today,’ 
Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, Me., 
July 15. 

Constance Collier, Natalie Schafer, 
Alan Campbell, ‘Our Betters,’ Bucks 
County Playhouse, Pa., July 15 

Arthur Treacher, Phil Ober, 
Albert Smith, ‘The Hottentot.’ 
theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. 
July 15 

Eric Linden, 
Lake Whalom 
Mass., July 15. 

Jack Briggs, ‘The Milky 
Maverick theatre, Woodstock, N. 
July 19. 

Jesse Royce Landis, ‘Second Help- 
ing, Community Playhouse, Stam- 
ford, Conn., July 15. 

Beulah Bondi, Percy Kilbride, Cur- 
tis Cooksey, Marjorie Clarke, Nancy 
Coleman, George R. Taylor, Philip 
Huston, Camille Staneska, Mary 
Hutchinson, Ralph Clanton, Glen 
Langan, John Burke, Mathilde -Bar- 
ing, Hilda Bruce, James Rawls, ‘Mrs 
Wiggs of Cabbage Patch,’ Union Col- 
lege, Schenectady, N. Y., July 16. 

Louis Sorin, ‘The Constant Nymph 


Ap- 


G 
Spa 
. 


Language,’ 
Fitchburg, 


‘Another 
theatre, 


Way,’ 


Y 


Red Barn theatre, Locust Valley, 
L. I., July 15. 
Tallulah Bankhead, Colin Keith- 


Johnston, James MacColl, Jess Bark- 


er, Edmond George, Davis Masin, 
Eugenia Rawles, Leonora Harris, 
Joan Croyden, ‘The Second Mrs. 


Tanqueray, Deertrees theatre, Har- 
rison, Me., July 15. 

Ruth Chatterton, Barry Thomson, 
Dorrit Kelton, Olive Warren, Hay- 


den Rorke, ‘Private Lives,’ The 
Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 
July 15. 


Tonio Selwart, Francesca Bruning, 
Naomi Raphaelson, ‘Autumn Crocus,’ 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., July 15. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Tony 
Bickley, Rhys Williams, Camilla Dal- 
berg, Arnold Korff, ‘Biography, 
Ogunquit, Me., July 15. 


Wilson, 


Guardsman,’ } 





Communists 
|___s« Continued from page 41____] 


that their actions were for the bene- 
fit of fellow actors. Latest move is 
to raise the minimum pay to $50 
and that may come shortly. 








Dullzell’s letter to the Kansan de- | 


clares that Equity is not dominated 
or controlled by Communists, and re- 
quests that Lambertson furnish sat- 
isfactory proof of his contentions or 
submit his sources of 
Letter points out that Equity is not a 
political organization, that no actor 
or actress is ever questioned about 
their religious or political beliefs. 
Council and membership believe 
i'they have been unjustifiably at- 
‘tacked, for ‘our Americanism has 
never been challenged in this man- 
ner during more than 30 years of 
existence.” Letter added: 

‘We call upon you to comply with 
what is set forth in the resolu- 
tion (condemning the Lambertson 
charges, passed by council last week 
and enclosed), or publicly retract 
| this unfair stigma. The defamation 
‘is such that it may have serious con- 
| sequences not only to their reputa- 
| tions, but their future careers in the 
|theatre with resultant loss of em- 
, ployment, which meant _— those 
|charged with being Reds—Philip 
| Loeb, Sam Jaffe, Hiram S. Sherman, 
Elroy MacLean, Emily Marsh, Alan 
| Hewitt and Edith Van Cleve. 

Protest suggested that legislators 
| obtain the true facts before they rise 








Hewitt’s Denial 





Editor, VARIETY: 

Representative Lambertson of 
Kansas has made two statements 
in the Congressional Record ac- 
cusing seven members of the 
Equity Council first of being 
Communists, then of being mem- 
bers of the Theatre Arts Com- 





mittee ‘fighting tenaciously’ to 
| align Equity with that organiza- 
tion. 


I am one of the seven so ac- 
cused. I insist most emphatically 
that there is no truth in either 
of his charges against me. I 
have never had the slightest con- 
nection or even sympathy with 
the Communist party. Nothing 
I have ever said could possibly 
be construed to indicate any 
‘Fifth-Column’ activity on my 
part. . 

I am not now nor have I been 
nor will I be a member of the 
Theatre Arts Committee. Since 
the Equity Council did me the 
honor of appointing me unani- 
mously to fill an unexpired term, 
the Theatre Arts Commitiee, to 
the best of my recollection, has 


not even been mentioned at the 
few meetings of the Council 
which I have been able to at- 
tend 

As a loyal American citizen, I 
shall be happy to testify pub- 
licly before any -branch of the 
United States Government to 


answer and to prove the falsity 
and all charges alleging 
that I am a Communist or a 
fellow-traveller or a member of 
TAC, or that I have had any 
ulterior motives whatsoever in 
my willingness to serve Equity 
to the best of my ability 
Alan Hewitt. 


of any 








‘in the Congress of the United States 
and give voice to slanderous state- 
ments like those it claimed 
made and have been echoed by the 
press and radio throughout the coun- 


is 


try. We only seek fairness and jus- 
tice for a grievous wrong.’ 

In Washington Lambertson _re- 
newed his charges and challenged 


Equity to refute publicly that seven 


members of its governing council 
are not Communist ‘fellow travelers 
or Communist members.’ Kansan 
added that ‘As for demands of 
proof, the council may rest assured 


that the appropriate branches of the 
U. S. government will 
care for that in due time.’ 
Congressman explained that the 
councillors listed by him were or 
are members of the Theatre Arts 
Committee. which he asserted is a 
Communist project. He claimed that 
those named fought tenaciously to 
align Equity with that organization 
adding that George Heller, hold- 
ing a ‘key position’ with the radio 
artists union (AFRA) also belonged, 
but Heller denies that. He named 
five Communistic projects in which 
Loeb is a member. and named two 
in which he said Jaffe belonged. 
Most of those involved denied the 
charges and Bert Lytell, Equity’s 
president, added his formal protest. 
He pointed out that Equity had gone 
eon record as opposed to TAC, which 
has been a thorn in the association’s 
side for some time, and forbid its 
members to participate in group. 


adequately 


Bway B.0. Eases Off Further, But 
Purchase, 336, Hellz’ 216, Still Big 





information. | 





‘Margin’ 46 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 16. 





Garden Pier theatre’s first Broad- | 


| way show of summer season, ‘Margin 


| for 





|plenty of applause. 


} 
| 
| 


| 


(Monday ). 


Error,’ grossed approximately 
$4,000 for week ending Sunday (14). 
It had been planned to present legit 
shows on six-night, three-matinee 


basis, but call for tickets changed | 


plans to include Sunday. 

This week, Molly Picon is playing 
‘Morning Star.’ Lex Carlin is man- 
aging pier productions. 





“MAYTIME OK 
126 IN L’VILLE 





Louisville, July 16. 
‘Maytime,’ fourth of a six-week 
series of summer operattas. pro- 


duced by the Shuberts, ended a suc- 
cessful week Sunday (14) with an 
added show. Performance Thurs- 
day (11) was rained out and the Sun- 


day night show was to take care of | 


season and those ticketholders who 
missed out on the Thursday night 


showing. Weather was cool through- | 


out the week, but biz held up well, 
and gross on the week was an esti- 
mated $12,000. 

Leads were Nancy McCord and 
Robert Shafer, whose voices were 
favorable factors 
the Sigmund Romberg operetta. 
Betti Davis and Robert Betts also 
registered in the vocal department, 
with the ‘Gypsy Song.’ and dancing 
was standout, Carl Randail, 
stages the dance numbers, and Leeta 
Novell, in specialties, garnering 
Comic efforts 
again went over big, with Douglas 
Leavitt, Jack Sheehan, Harry K. 
Morton and Hope Emerson a strong 
quartet of laugh-makers. Shows are 
produced by John Shubert. music 


under direction of Pierre DeReeder, 


with settings by Rollo Wayne. 
Fifth week’s show is “The Merry 
Widow.’ which opened last night 


‘FATHER’ GETS $13,000 


IN CHI; JOLSON OPENS 


Chicago, July 
Grand reopened last night 


16 
(Mon- 


|day) with ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 


you | 


the Al Jolson musical, giving this 
town two legiters in operation. 
Ducats sold at the boxoffice for 


$5.50, highest in years, and the scalp- 
ers were getting much more than 
the printed price. With the Demo- 
cratic convention in town, the turn- 
out was brilliant. 

Other house is the Blackstone, 
where ‘Life With Father’ is riding 
along in excellent fashion as it ap- 
proaches its half-year mark in town 
Came through with approximately 
$13,000 last week in the 1,200-seat 


theatre, and will likely ride to near- | 


capacity take currently. 


Widow’, Ist Meals 
Operetta, Okay $6,000 


Memphis, July 16. 
Memphis Open Air Theatre, loca) 
summer musical strawhatter, grossed 
estimated $6,000 last week with ‘The 


Merry Widow, take representing 
sufficient to cover budget. Financial 
outcome on this first of the five 


weeks was regarded as satisfactory 
because of threatening weather every 
night. 

Alexander Gray. Ethel Tavlor 
Don Gautier and Victor Morley were 
starred. Press accorded rave 
to production by William 
brooke, with George 
musical and Morley 
book 

This 


notices 
R. Hol- 
Hirst directing 
handling the 


week: ‘Little Jessie James.’ 


Lyceum, Mpls., Sets 
10 Shows For ’40-4] 


Minneapolis, July 16. 

Leo R. Murray, manager of the 
Lyceum, legit roadshow house, an- 
nounces that 10 shows already have 
been booked for the ensuing season, 
most in recent years. There are also 
a number of tentative bookings. 

Shows set: ‘Skylark,’ Sept. 19-21: 
‘Too Many Girls,’ Sept. 24-27; ‘My 
Dear Children, Oct. 2-5; “Tobacco 
Road,” week of Oct. 27: ‘Little Foxes,’ 
Nov. 14-16; ‘Time of Your Life,’ Dec. 
5-7; ‘Philadelphia Story,’ Dec. 12-14; 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ Jan. 22- 
25: ‘Man Who Caine to Dinner.’ Feb 
9-15, and ‘Pins and Needles,’ April 
24-26, 


in the success of | 


who | 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D (drama). R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), 
O (operetta). 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
| (32d week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Busi- 
ness eased off further during second 
week in July, but totals not ma- 
_terially under levels of the Fourth 
| period; $18,000 for this musical. 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (95th 
‘' week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Champ laugh 
revue running second to ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’; continues its clean-up, 
| which should extend well into new 
|; season; quoted around $21,000. 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller (16th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Final four 
weeks are announced, imported 
meller then going to the road; has 
been off, but still betters even break 
at around $6,000, with house and 
show under same management. 


‘Life with Father,’ Empire (36th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Topping the 
|straight play survivors by wide 


margin; standees not in for al] per- 
fermances, but takings are plenty, 
with gross at $18,000 and better. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (7th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Most success- 
ful musical entrant for summer 
period in years figured to net young 
fortune; paced around $33,000, which 
|means standees. 
| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (39th week) (C-1,012: $3.30). 
| Around $10,500 last week, which was 
|dip under previous week, but still 
| goodly profit registered; slated into 
new season. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (16th 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Modest laugh 
show fooling some of the talent by 
sticking; various types of cut-rates 
and radio plugging draws attendance 
| of paying proportion; $6,000. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (27th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.30). Has been 
slipping, but should improve, same 
being expected for other surviving 
hits: around $7,000. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(llth week) (D-1,375; $3.30). Satur- 
days dropped for balance of summer, 
but extra matinee inserted: an- 
nounced to play until Nov. 2; about 
$10,000 last week; had been straight 


play top grosser and should come 
back. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (253d 


week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Business low, 
but management satisfied to take loss 
at this time and intention is to play 
into new season with road company 
again expected to make coin; $3,000. 
‘Walk with Music,’ Barrymore (6th 
week) (M-1,004; $3.30). Slipped down 
further; has been operating in red, 
despite sizeable salary cut; continu- 
ance not certain; little over $6,000, 
but tickets six weeks in advance ad- 
vertised. 
SUSPENDED MUSICALS 
‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert: box- 
office open; will resume Aug: 5. 
‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst: 


relighting now mentioned for late 
August, possibly September; number 


of cast changes slated. 


JOLSON-KEELER-RAYE 
21G IN DET. WINDUP 


Detroit, July 16 

For its opening run ‘Hold on to 
Your Hats’ picked up a healthy 
chunk of cash. The Al Jolson-Ruby 
Keeler-Martha Raye musical, with 
police twice having to clear the alley 
behind the theatre of fan jams, 
picked up an approximate $47,000 in 
its two-week opening stanza here 

Last week, before meving on to 
Chicago, the new show garnered 
$21,000 to add to the first week’s big 
$26,000. The Cass had a $3.85 top for 
nishts, and matinees were scaled at 
$2.75. 

Cass stays bright this week with 
Dariel Fitzkee’s ‘Magic in the Air’ 
featuring international magicians at 
a scale of $1.65 top for nights and 
$1.10 for matinees. 


‘Skylark’ in L. A. for 9 
Days, ‘Peopte’ to S. F. 


Los Angeles, July 16. 
Gertrude Lawrence opens Biit- 
more theatre season Thursday (18) 


with a nine-day run of ‘Skylark.’ 
For first time in many months there 
will be no advanced-priced premiere. 

‘Meet the Pecple’ up 30 
weeks at the Playhouse here Friday 
(19) and moves intact to the Geary, 
San Francisco, 
Second edition of ‘People’ 
into Playhouse Saturday night 
(20) to run indefinitely. ‘People’ on 
29th week maintained its pace at 
estimated $6,000, plenty profitable. 

‘Scarlet Virgin, sex-drama, is at- 
tracting fair biz to the Mayan, where 
service charge passes are predomi- 
nant 


winds 


where it opens Mon- 
dag (22). 
moves 


om ene n= 
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Sullivan Heads News Guild ’ 
The so-called ‘New York bloc’ won | 
virtually a complete triumph in a 
bitterly-contested election last Fri- | 
jay (12) at the American Newspaper | 
Guild convention in Memphis. 
Donal Sullivan, courthouse re- 
porter for the Boston Globe, de- | 
feated Kenneth Crawford, Washing- 
ton correspondent for PM, by 738%: 
votes to 6614 for the presidency. | 
Crawford had filled the vacancy 
created by Heywood Broun’s death | 
and had stated until the day before 
election that he would not be avail- | 
able for reelection. When he became | 
a reluctant candidate, Harry Martin, 
amusements editor of The Memphis | 
Commercial Appeal and leading con- | 
tender from the anti-New York | 
ranks, withdrew in his behalf. 
Lateness of this switch and disor- 
ganization among the opposition per- 
mitted Gothamites a nearly-clean 
sweep of the 13 elective offices, only 
‘anti’ winning being Martin who was 
reelected an international vice-presi- 
dent and board member by accla- 





mation after the New York-sup- 
ported candidate from this office 
from the southern region, Harold 


Breard, withdrew in a flurry of pro- | 
test from Dixie Guilds against op- 
position to Martin, a board member 
the past two years. 

Milton Kaufman and Victor Pasche 
were reelected executive vice-presi- 
dent and secretary-treasurer, re- 
spectively, defeating Max Ways of 
Philadelphia and I. L. Kenen of 
Cleveland. 4 

Others elected to the International 
Executive Board with the top of- 
ficers and Martin were Agnes Fahy | 
of Newark; Don Pinkston of Sioux | 
City; George Wilson of San Fran- 
cisco; Ralph Foster of Toronto: Tonv 
Beradi of Chicago, all new members; 
and Morris Watson of New York and 
Julius Klyvman of St. Louis from the 
1939 board. 

The convention was one of the 
most heated in Guild history. 

The Guild auxiliary re-named Mrs. | 
Katherine McGrath of Chicago as its 
president. 





' 





PM Replies to Red Charges 

PM last week (12) replied to a 
statement allegedly being circulated 
in New York newspaper offices that 
many on the afternoon tab are Com- | 
munists or fellow travelers. Tab| 
printed the pictures of all those staff- | 
members named in statement and a! 
story, headed ‘Volunteer Gestapo, | 
signed by Ralph Ingersoll, editor- 
publisher, inviting the FBI to ‘in- 
vestigaie us.’ 

Ingersoll accused competitive! 
newspapers of circulating the state- | 
ment He wrote that he wanted 
PM’s readers to know ‘something of 
the devious ways in which a new} 
newspaper is met by its competi-| 
tion spreading unprincipled | 
rumors appears to be the cheapest 
way of combating a newcomer.’ 

Those named in the statement, | 
part of which also was printed 
were: 

Robert 
Tabitha 


Neville, Carl 
Petran, Richard O. Boyer, 
Tom O'Connor, Kenneth Stewart, 
Leane Zugsmith,, C. Huntington 
Hartford, Nathaniel S. Keith, David 
tamsey, Milton R. Stern, Gregor 
Duncan, Leo Huberman, James A. 
Wechsler, Amos Landman, Maxine 
Sweezy, Joan Thomas, Tom Davin, 
Tom Tippett, Margaret 
White, John Albert, Leo Hershfield, 
Louis Kronenberger, Charles Ober- 
meyer, John McManus, Elizabeth 
Hawes, Marion Bachrach, Henry 
Horowitz, Maxine Finsterwald and 
Jules Korchein. 





Winchell to Redwoods? 
Walter Winchell may follow his 
wife and two children to the Coast. 
where they are vacationing the Cali- 
fornia redwoods near San Francisco, 


and do his column from there, even | 


before going on vacation in August. 


Western Newspaper Union’s boil- | 
erplate deal with King Features for ! 


Winchell’s .column, taking in 150 
rural papers on a nominal fee, is a 
prelude to possibly 400 papers. In 
addition Winchell now has 150 pa- 


| were 


|a special Motion Picture edition of 


| railroad 


Randau, | 


| from Trenton, N. 
|to an article in the current Liberty 


and claimed Winchell libeled her by 
declaring that 12 Minnie Smiths 
living at the address 
above. 
lost in rents as result of his broad- 
cast, and numerous calls 
ceived ‘as to the availability of wo- 
men for lewd purposes, and other 
On this count $10,- 


il'cit purposes.’ 
000 was sought. 


Jack Lait’s Color-Roto 
N. Y. Sunday Mirror will publish 


its color-roto magazine section Sept. 
1. It's a stunt inaugurated by Jack 
Lait, editor, who will contribute 
special stories along with Damon 
Runyon, Jimmie Fidler Kenneth Mc- 
Caleb, the regular Sunday Mirror 
previewer, and others. Idea is to tie 
in directly with new film season’s 
b. o. upbeat. 

Sunday Mirror claims the second 
largest national circulation, 
1,500,000. 


Billy Rose’s Autobiog at 40 


given | 
It is alleged that $3,441 was | 


were re-' 


| ings, 


| pub said, in PM's policy. 


over | 


whether or not the present levy is 
too stiff. In this regard he revealed 
that circulation has held up much 
better in poorer sections and out- 
side of the city itself than in car- 
riage-trade areas. ‘News for Living’ 
section, detailing what to buy to 
save money on foodstuffs, has been 
instrumental in this trend, 

Strong circulation outside of New 
York makes it even less likely than 
before that the new daily will ac- 
cept advertising, Ingersoll declared. 
Advertisers want concentrated cir- 
culation, and inasmuch as the out- 
of-town sales were one of the bases 
on which PM was predicated and 
which it will make still further 
efforts to expand, 
likelihood of an about-face. 

In reply to reports that Benton & 
Bowles ad agency was ‘buying into’ 
the paper, Ingersoll said that both 
partners in the ad agency were 
among the original stockholders and 
were merely increasing their hold- 
It would have no effect, the 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 
Henry J. Weidenthal, 70, oldest 
active columnist in Cleveland news- 
paper circles, died of a heart ail- 
ment July 8 in Cleveland after 





A millionaire at 40—that’s a high- 
light of Billy Rose’s show biz career, 


has contracted. Stanley Walker, 
former New York editor and author 
of ‘The Night Club Era,” ‘City Edi- 
tor’ and ‘Mrs. Astor’s Horse,’ will be 
the collaborator. 

The title will be ‘Strange and 
Wonderful’ and the book is due to 
come out in the spring of 1941. 





The Nation’s Switcheroo 
Notably pacifist in former years, 
The Nation mag’s switch in policy 


rounding out a half-century in the 
business. He was with the Cleve- 
land News since 1908 as associate 


| With Harper’s slated to tell it all in| editor and columnist, doing a daily 
an autobiog for which the showman | 


feature tagged ‘Those Days,’ which 
recalled nostalgic events of yester- 
year. He was a sports writer on 
the Plain Dealer, later shifting to 
the Press, where he was sports 
editor, city editor and managing 
editor. 

Victor Rosewater, 69, former 
newspaper editor and publisher of 
The Omaha Bee, died of heart dis- 
ease in his Philadelphia home last 
week after an illness of several 
weeks. He had served as chairman 





to that advocating President Roose- 
velt’s extreme defense preparations 


/and all possible aid to the Allies, 


short of war, has been pointed up 
with the resignation of Oswald Gar- 
rison Villard as the liberal mag's 
contributing editor. 

Villard, who inherited ownership 
of the publication from his father, 
Henry Villard, the steamship and 
magnate, adopted an ex- 
treme pacifist policy editorially dur- 
ing his tenure as editor from 1918- 


| 32. He then sold the publication, | 
but continued to write for the 
weekly. 


The publication’s present stand is 
said to have been adopted by Freda 
Kirchwey, current editor and owner, 
who bought the weekly a couple of 
years ago from Maurice Wertheim. 


Miss Kirchwey, in her column 
‘Escape and Appeasement’ recently 
defended the mag’s policy against 


what Villard, in his ‘Valedictory’ on 
another page, said was the maga- 
zine’s ‘abandonment of steadfast op- 
position to preparations for war.’ 
Villerd’s vehement pacifism, while 
commonly irreconcilable with his 
father’s millions, stems from his 
mother, who was the daughter of 
Lloyd Garrison, the famed abolition- 
ist and one of the most extreme pa- 
cifists of all time. 


Moe Annenberg ‘Defamation’ 





The Philadelphia Inquirer is offer- | 


$10,000 reward for 


ing information 


| leading to the arrest and conviction 
|of the person or persons responsible 
|for the circulation of postal cards 


‘defamatory’ to M. L. Annenberg, its 
publisher, recently sentenced to a 
term of three years for income tax 


|} €@vasion, 
Bourke - | 


The cards, most of them mailed 


J., called attention 


entitled ‘Wolves of Windy City,’ 
written by Edward Doherty, in 


which Annenberg is referred to as | 


| one of an ‘unholy trio’ with William 
|R. Skidmore and William R. John- 
son, both asserted Chicago gamblers. 


‘PM Still in Red’—Ingersoll 

After breaking off rather sharply 
from the initial curiosity circulation, 
PM sales at the end of last 
began to climb encouragingly, pub- 
lisher Ralph Ingersoll declared 
yesterday (Tuesday). Circulation. 
| he said, is now just below 200,000 (it 
| was 319,000 at the peak). Paper con- 
| Hines to operate slightly in the red, 
according to Ingersoll, because of 


| 


week | 


of the Republican National Commit- 
tee in 1912. He was the son of 


| the late Edward Rosewater, well 


known Nebraska newspaperman and 
politician. 


Willis S. Kilmer, sportsman 

and newspaper publisher, died at 
;his Binghamton, N. Y., estate Fri- 
|day (12) of pneumonia. Owner and 
| publisher of the Binghamton Press, 
| he owned many well known race 
| horses, including Exterminator and 
| Sun Beau. 
James W. Powers, who for years 
| wrote the ‘Stage, Screen and Saw- 
| dust’ column for the Halifax Mail, 
!died in Halifax July 9. He was 
widely known throughout eastern 
| Canada for his writing on sports and 
| the theatre. 


72, 








CHATTER 
| Elliott Nerton, drama editor and 
| critic of the Boston Post, will lecture 


| next season on plays and players. 
Dick Joseph, N. Y. Post shipnews 

reporter, on a Caribbean cruise via 

| the Santa Paula sailing Friday (19). 


Westbrook Pegler being bioged in | 


the Saturday Evening Post in couple 
of months. Jack Alexander doing 
| the piece. ; 
| John Chapman is getting a good 

Crossley from the newspaper and 
| show bunch around Broadway on his 

Hollywood stuff, being filed from the 
Coast for the N. Y. Daily News— 
Chi Trib syndicate. 

Merritt Crawford, for years with 
film companies and publications as 
| an exec and also a former research 
|authority for the Bell Telephone 
| Laboratories, has joined Friday, the 
| new liberal mag, as a special motion 
| picture rep. 
| Todd Wright, financial editor of 
IN. Y¥. Daily News, has completed a 
book, ‘How and When to Buy and 
| Sell Securities,’ a streamlined analy- 
|sis of market practice and Wall 
| Street. Bobbs-Merrill Co. will have 
| it off the presses in September. 





Barrymore Tour 


Continued from page 41 


stituted Wednesday (10) ‘in N. Y. 
|federal court against John Barry- 
more, on order of Judge William 
|Bondy. The receiver is Samuel A. 
| Miller, a California attorney, who 
| will be represented by Joseph Dan- 
| nenberg, also the attorney for Grand 
| National’s trustee. 

The purpose of the receivership is 
ito look into Barrymore's assets in 














pers, making his total in excess of | the large amount of overtime being|N. Y., which are valued at approxi- 


300 media. 
to him from King Features in an- 


deal is due. 
expires November, 1941. 


against Winchell and NBC when)! 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Felix | 
Benvenga tossed out the action which | 
claimed libel, but granted Miss 
Smith 10 days to renew. 

Plaintiff conducted a rooming 
house at 601 West 110th street, N. Y.,.: 


This information came | 


put in by the staff due to continued 


ng | experimentation, 
swer to the periodic rumors about | 
not being renewed everytime a new | 


Publisher asserted the trial-and- 
error procedure would continue at 


Winchell’s present term | jeast until the end of the summer. 
| He said he was dissatisfied with the 
Minnie Smith lost her $13,441 suit | 


paper as being too highbrow. Step 
in the opposite direction will be 
taken today (Wednesday) with ad- 
dition of another sports page. 
Ingersoll denied reports that the 
price Sf PM would be cut from 5c 
to 3c. He judged it will require at 
least six months to determine 


mately $5,000 and consist of his in- 
terest in the profits of ‘My Dear 
Children, legiter, which recently 
ended a Broadway run. The actor 
filed a petition in California June 5 
under Chapter XI of the bankruptcy 
act. Miller has been bonded for 
$5,000. Witnesses will be examined 
in the Federal cougt on the financial 
status of the actor. 

Barrymore is presently at work 
for 20th-Fox on ‘The Great Profile,’ 
a seven-week assignment at a re- 
ported salary of $5,000 weekly. 





$e 











Jane Smith, who succeeded Zorina 
in the road company of ‘I Married 
An Angel’; Jim Keogan, Ray Mc- 
Donald, Christina Lind, Michael 
Loring, Norman Lloyd, Willard 
Gary, Charles Blake and ballerina 
Kavan. 

Kasznar and Harry Horner are 
collabing on direction. John La- 
Touche and Luther Davis are doing 
the sketches; Eugene Loring, the 
choreography; Rudi Vil, the score, 





there seems little | and Dana Suesse, special numbers. 


| Preem in the strawhats is at 


‘Locust Valley, L. 1. 





‘Walrus’ for B’way 
Rye Beach, N. Y., July 16. 
A Broadway production is planned 
for ‘The Walrus and the Carpenter,’ 
which gets a tryout here at the 
Farragut Playhouse for a week 
starting Tuesday (23). Florence 
Reed is to be starred in the comedy, 
written by Noel Langley, and in the 
contemplated New York showing. 
Dorothy M. Crane will stage the 
local production and John Sellers 
is designing the setting. 





Mixing Drama and Fisticuffs 


A novelty in strawhat theatres 
will be the Ringside theatre, Long 
Beach, L. I, which opens July 29 
under the aegis of Jacob Weiser. 
Latter is manager of the 44th St. 
theatre, New York. 


The Ringside is normally a fight 
and wrestling arena, and the opera- 
tion is to continue as a boxing spot 
Friday nights during the seven- 
week strawhat season, with the 
other six nights devoted to the legit 
enterprise. The ring is to be the 
stage. Theatre will use no scenery 
or curtain. 

Opening bill is ‘Margin for Er- 
ror, with Josephine Dunn and 
Sheldon Leonard, to be followed 
the next week by Molly Picon and 





Joseph Buloff in ‘Morning Star.’ 
‘Pins and Needles’ is also sched- 
uled. 

Addenda 


Woodstock, N. Y., July 9. 
| A tryout of ‘The White Pony,’ by 
Marion Lloyd, will be held Aug 1-4 


Atlantic 
production 
(Thursday) for 


Mae Desmond Players, 
City, will give second 
starting tomorrow 
three nights and one matinee on 
Ventnor Pier. It will be Sophie 
Kerr’s ‘Big Hearted Herbert.’ Other 
players besides Miss Desmond are 
Gloria Durham, Frank Fielder, 
| Kathryn Silvertone, Priscilla Rock- 
well, Bert Griscom, Harold Donnelly, 
|Guy Rowlett. Last week’s play was 
| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 
| Elitch Leads Switch 
Denver, July 18. 
Both leads in the Elitch summer 








stock have been changed. Donald 
|Cook, lead with the company in 
|1930, is back, replacing Michael 


Whalen, who is returning to Holly- 
| wood, and Helen Trenholm replaces 
| Sylvia Fields, who returns east. 
| Business, off the first two weeks, 
| Snapped up last week with ‘Missouri 
Legend.” . 

Current is ‘Slight Case of Murder,’ 
|} with several localites added to the 
| cast. 


Strawhat Record 


Dennis, Mass., July 16. 

Muriel Williams set some sort of 
strawhat record at Cape Playhouse 
Monday (15) when she made 
12th footlight appearance here, play- 
ing with Irene Castle in Noel Cow- 
ard’s one-act plays, ‘Fumed Oak’ and 
‘The Astonished Heart.’ 

Miss Williams is wife of Francis 
R. Hart, Jr., president of Cape Play- 
house. 








Strawhat Chatter 


‘The Far-off Hills,’ Lennox Robin- 
son’s Irish comedy, is the second 
production of the season for the 
Peterborough Players, Stearns Farm, 
N. H. Starts tonight (17), playing 
Only Wednesdays through to Satur- 
days, over a two-week period... 
‘Children of Today,’ new comedy by 
Frederic and Fanny Hatton, opened 
Monday night (15) at the Lakewood 
Players’ theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 
Vincent Price and Louise Campbell 
are among the cast. Another new 
comedy, ‘The Hard Way,’ by Allen 
Boretz, bows at the Lakewood the 
week of July 22. 

The Litchfield Hills theatre, Litch- 
field, Conn., is presenting for the first 
time, starting last night (Tuesday) 
and continuing through Sunday (21), 
an anti-conscription play, ‘No Lack 
of Merit,” by and with Randolph 
Preston...The Guy Palmerton Play- 
ers, Civic theatre, Portland, Me., 





at the Woodstock, N. Y., Playhouse. | 


No Barnyard Crowing 


Continued from page 43 














shows ‘Spooks,’ starting next Tues- 
day night, for a week. It’s a three- 
act meller-farce by Robert J. Sher- 
man...Ruth Chatterton has been set 
for the Labor Day week at the Civic, 
and Arthur Treacher the week after. 
Bert Wheeler comes in the last of 
July. 


‘GOOD NEWS’ OPENS 
OK IN ST. L. REPEAT 


St. Louis, July 16. 
‘Good News,’ which drew 68,000 
payees to the Municipal Theatre 
Assn's alfresco theatre in 1935, is 


back again for a one-week stand 
starting last night (Monday). With 
warm weather on tap and cast 
studded with five members of the 
original company, the piece drew an 
opening night mob that grossed an 
estimated $4,500, fine. 


Audrey Christie, Will Ahearn, 
Don Tomkins, Ralph Sanford and 
Al Downing are carrying the lead 
roles. Wynn Murray, on leave from 
the ‘American Jubilee’ at the New 
York World’s Fair for this engage- 
ment, is only so so in her vocalizing 
chores. Two newcomers who score 
in their romantic warbling roles 
are Harry Stockwell, who was the 
tenor voice of Prince Charming in 
‘Snow White,” and Sara Ann Mc- 
Cabe. 

Customers get a chance to cheer 
a localite as Jimmy Conzelman, 
football coach, writer, composer, 
pianist, etc., plays the role of the 
gridiron mentor. 

Solo tapsters include Eunice 
Healey and Nancy Healy, both click. 

Fifth ene-week presentation of 
‘The Chocolate Soidier’ in 22-year 
history of the local open air play- 
house ended Sunday (14) with an 
estimated take of $35,000. 











Strawhat Reviews 
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Four Cheers For Mother 


manage to obtain the keys to a sum- 
mer mansion belonging to the 
mother’s successful brother, who 
sails for a rest in the West Indies. 
Determined to find a husband for the 
eldest girl, at least, the matron (Lea 
Penman) poses as a wealthy widow 
who has taken over the house for the 
season, 

The younger daughter (Adele Har- 
rison) is induced to act as the maid; 
her brother becomes the family 
chauffeur, and the father, seeking a 
hideaway from an irate business as- 
sociate, is transformed into the but- 
ler. With this makeshift staff, aug- 
mented by a hired cook, the mother 
is set to ensnare some neighbor's 
son into the family. 


Paula Trueman, who played the 
Morningside Heights Pavlowa of 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ is out- 
standing as the cook. She has a 
face that was made for comedy and 
a sound sense of timing. Only her 
voice is matter-of-fact and it could 
be altered by direction to fit her per- 
sonality. She’s a first-rate pos- 
sibility for pictures. 

Miss Penman carried the first act 
with a sure touch, but later 
she, as well as other members of the 
cast, seems to wander out of char- 
acter intermittently. Sound effects 
were off-beat when caught, which 
may have disconcerted the troupe. 
Maybe, too, they were over-con- 
scious of the fact that Tyrone Power 
and Annabella were in the =— 

t ° 








‘BUT NOT DEFINITELY 


Cumberland, R. I., July 9. 
Comedy in three acts by Pierre Brannick 
and Nellie Burt; presented by Lippitt Play- 


ers; staged by Paul Martin; set by Rich- 
ard Burgess; at Lippitt theatre, Cumber- 
land, R. 1., July 9-14, '40 
TOM Ween, B.D. oscccccce 


Jane Alien.... 
Frances Allen 
John MacKenzie 
Baron Karl 


~ee.+.--Alice Hepburn 
George Richardson 
Charles Windsos 


Therese Marie.....ccccce Marion Thompson 
ROWE TAIBD. 6 0t00s0056443%05 Babs Beatty 
Alby Jenkins........ 94 044660502408 Don Lee 
Co re a ae Leon Smith 





Tale of an unconsummated honey- 
moon in a trailer proves hardly 
worth the trouble. Presentation was 
spotty on opening night, a fault 
which undoubtedly ironed itself out 
to some extent in subsequent per- 
formances, but certainly not suffi- 
ciently to merit further considera- 
tion. Main fault lies in failure to 
take full advantage of comedy sit- 
uations. 

Robert Haymes and Mary Burns 
do a nice job of desire suppressing, 
and Charles Windsor and Marion 
Thompson are pleasing as the for- 
eign lovers. Don Lee’s rather limited 
material is handled nicely. Richard 
Burgess’ set gets by. Male. 
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Broadway 





Al Birks up from Charlotte on a! 
yisit. | 
, Jules Romains, French novelist, in | 
from Europe. 

Hartwell L. Preston, of Time, to 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Composer Arthur Schwartz's wife | 
recuperating from operation. 

Dave Altman, of Warners’ Atlanta! 
exchange, giving the Fair the o.0. 

Tom Waller spending a week fish- | 
ing from his place at Long Beach. 

Bill (Metro) Fadiman vacationing | 
by taking off Friday of each week. | 

Jim (Dinty) Moore, the restaura- 
teur, confined to his apartment with 
out. 
: Herb Berg's wife recuperating | 
from operation for removal of an | 
abscess. | 


Will Whitmore, ad manager for 
ERPI. hospitalized by severe eye) 
infection. | 


Darius Milhaud and Julian Green, | 
French composer and writer, here on 
refugee ships. 

Cc. W. Alexander, of Paramount, 
and Charles MacDonald, RKO, Car- 
ibbean cruising. 

Dr. Alexander Bruno, well-known 
to Paris show people, in America 
‘for the duration.’ 

Jed Kiley, out of N.Y. Fair exploi- 
tation department, talking litigation 
for contract breech. 

Benny Kuchuk, the agent, is still! 
in Jewish Memorial hospital, but 
now out of danger. 

Hot Air Club will hold annual 
clambake at Pleasure Bay on the! 
Shrewsbury July 28. | 

Oscar Morgan, Par’s southern divi- 
sion manager, returned yesterday | 
(Tues.) from Atlanta. 

It's Manny Wolf day at the Plan- | 
dome golf club (Wed.). He's the! 
east side restaurateur. | 

Barrett McCormick out to Tiffin, | 
O., last week following the death of, 
his wife’s mother there. 





will remain in New York. She is 
taking them to the Coast with her 
later on. 

Birthday necty being tossed for 
Rudy Vallee backstage at the Strand 
tomorrow (Thursday) night, 10 days 
before his 39th birthday. Eddie Can- 


tor to play host, with Walter O’Keefe, | 


the Howards, Jimmy Durante, Maxie 
Rosenbloom and about 30 other show 
biz names present. 

Last refugee ships from war zone 
have brought many topflight war 
correspondents including Edmond 
Taylor, CBS; Kenneth Downs, INS; 


| Sted Jones, Life photog; Sonya To- 


mara, H-Trib, and Harold Denny, 
NYTimes. Waverly L. Root, Mu- 
tual’s Paris representative, arrives 
on the Manhattan tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Louise DeForrest going on tour 
next season with ‘Too Many Girls.’ 
Band-leader Izzy Cervone off for 


| Canada to make music at the fairs | for 


there. 

Zang and Todd back at Nixon Cafe 
for their third engagement at down- 
town nitery. 

Vice-prexy Ed Ebberts of musi- 
cians local in Shadyside hosp with 
infected foot. 

Lou Smith in for day of confabs 
with the film editors and Col. branch 
manager Art Levy. 

Mike Peyton home after a year in 
Florida and joining screwballs at Al 
Mercur’s Nut House. 

The Lunts’ ‘There Shall Be No 
Night’ has been booked into Nixon 
for week of Nov. 11. 

Patti Littell home from New York 
after year of legit and radio work to 
take rest for month or so. 

Len Levinson in from the Coast 
to visit relatives, his first visit to 
the home town in 19 years. 

Bebe Sherman due in soon from 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





‘Gone’ 
siderably in Melbourne. 
‘Primrose Path’ 
socko for Hoyts in Sydney. 
Everywhere the big yen 
for laughter fare in pic houses. 
War enlistments have 


Zealand. 
Sir Keith Murdoch, 


of the Department of Information. 


|(WB) will be re-shown 
| available centre. 


in every 


| National Theatres, with Hoyts and 


| Snider-Dean, erecting a new 1,700- 
| seater in Hobart, Tasmania, 
; cost estimated at $300,000. 

| Bob Parrish is scoring nicely for 


| Australian Broadcasting Commission 
He was featured last 


| in Melbourne. 
| year in New York’s ‘Hot Mikado.’ 


| Gilbert-Sullivan season in Sydney 
pulling | 
Covent Garden Bal- | 


Williamson-Tait _ still 
| healthy trade. 
| let bows in next month on a repeat. 

Union Theatres (Victoria) showed 
a profit of $30,204 for the year as 
against $32,504 previously. Lower 
profit is attributed to higher taxa- 
tion. 

Gil Walsh, formerly with 
has been appointed to take 
lof the Victorian Exhibs Assn 
| the absence of Jack Graham 
| tive service. 

A major petro] company will fi- 
,;Mance production of a local propa- 
ganda pic, with proceeds later de- 
| voted to the Red Cross. Homebrew 
|talent and newsreel clips will be 
used. 

Presently over 80 film men have 
enlisted for service overseas, with 
tally growing day by day. Those 
lover military age are devoting own 
'time to home defense and other im- 


Hoyts, 
charge 
. during 
on ac- 





Brian Donlevy lunched on Par | Cleveland for a date at her brother’s | portant duties. 


Monday (15), being hosted by some 
of the boys from the h.o. 


spot, Boogie-Woogie Nut Club. 
Drummer Red French quit Red 


In a bid to build French film trade 
jin this sector, the French govern- 


Telephones in the Times Square Norvo band in east to come home on| ment has appointed R. Kapferer to 


district put out of commission by 
Thursday evening’s storm. 

Charlie Casey, who’s watching his | 
strength these days, planning to re- 
strict his golf to nine holes. 

Betty Allen, Ethel Merman’s un- | 
derstudy in ‘DuBarry,’ due to dou-| 


ble into the Beachcomber. 
Tomorrow (Thursday) is Carol 
Bruce day at the Fair. She’s the 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ songstress. 
Selena Royale supplanting Helen 
Cre as the femme voice on Movie- | 
tonenews while the latter is on vaca- 

tion. 

Lou Goldberg, who handles the 
am shows for Major Bowes, is among 
those at the C.M.T.C. at Plattsburgh, 
N.Y. 

Ed Pesky, Hal Roach’s eastern rep, 


round-tripped to the Coast for a 
hurry-up confab in six days last 
week. 


Karl Hoblitzelle and R. J. O’Don- 
nell, operators of the Interstate cir- 
cuit in Texas, due in town in a week 
or so. 

Eddie Cook again back with ‘Sky- 
lark. Jack Potter with show, too, as 
Gertrude Lawrence's personal rep- 
resentative. 


Julien Duvivier, French producer, | 


arrived in N.Y. from Europe. With 
him are assistants Jacqueline Gault 
and Mrs. Jean L. Strauss. 

Ben Miggins, former European rep 
for 20th-Fox, to the Coast with his 
wife for vacation around Frisco. 
May stop off in Hollywood. 

Michael Todd, who showed nurses 


and docs a new way to recover from | 


an appendix op, is leaving Polyclinic 
hospital in next day or two. 

Nat Harris, N. Y. and Hollywood 
restaurateur, now operating the 
Strand restaurants in Miami Beach, 
vacationing around Broadway. 

A. L. Burke, of Metro’s Charlotte 
territory, in town for a few days, 
driving to Boston today (Wed.) for 
a brief visit with his wife’s folks. 

Irving Berlin commutes between 
Broadway and his Catskills retreat, 
weekending there, where he’s work- 
ing on a new Broadway musical. 

Monty MacLevy, former Fox thea- 
tre exec, now owning 110 reducing 


parlors, has purchased a single row- | 


ing training shell (row boat to you). 
Louis Goldstein, Argentine man- 
ager for Columbia Pictures, vacation- 


ing in N. Y., will make a trip to 
Hollywood before returning to 
Buenos Aires. 


Howard Dietz planed in from the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.) after spend- 
ing five weeks at the Metro studio 
on 1940-41 product, advertising-pub- 
licity plans, etc. 

Katharine Cornell and her hus- 
band, Guthrie McClintic, at Vine- 
yard Haven, Mass., for the Summer, 
are having two guest houses con- 
structed on their estate. 

_The O. M. (Monte) Samuels, fugi- 
tives from the New Orleans heat- 
wave, around town. Helene Samuel 
£0ing to Woodstock, N. Y., and later 
New England to paint. 

Carioca rum people putting out a 
Zombie rum which will pay Monte 
Proser, impresario of the Beach- 
comber and Zombie restaurants, 
royalty of 25c per case. 

Jeff Dickson, Paris sports im- 
presario, known as the Tex Rickard 
of France, back in N. Y. for the 
duration. He’s an American who has 

een on the Continent for years. 


While Patricia Morison is person- | 


aling with ‘Untamed,’ her latest Par 
icture, her two kid cousins from 
ngland, Ursula and Dennis Skeato, 


wood-struck 


| Powers’ Longshore Club. 
al 


account of his mother’s illness, 
Innkeeper Al Ritz and Emma 
Madison getting married this week 
and will honeymoon in Havana. 
Brian MacDonald may _ go _ into 
Yacht Club for week when Jackie 
Heller pulls out for stage engage- 


| ment. 


Summer group at Carnegie Tech 
drama school opened with ‘Close 
Harmony’ under Douglas McLean's 
direction. 

Mrs. Edna Fortunes, 
of theatre owner Louis 
won part-time custody 
seven-year-old son. 


former wife 
Manos, has 
of their 


—— 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Lou Smith, Columbia publicity di- 
rector, in from Hollywood. 
Gene McCarthy here to 
‘Aqua Follies’ at Auditorium. 
Julius Volk, indie nabe circuit 
owner, injured in auto accident. 
Peck Gomersall, Universal district 
manager, here for sales’ meeting. 
Martin Kelly, exploiteer, mourn- 
ing death of 19-year-old daughter. 
Twin City Variety club raised 
$3,000 at Calcutta preceding golf 
tournament. 
Young son of A. K. Evidon, War- 
ner ad sales manager, got Holly- 
and ran away 





stage 


home. 

Irving Gillman, Esquire theatre 
owner, in serious condition at Uni- 
versity hospital following second op- 
eration. 

Milk Fund under Twin City Va- 


riety club sponsorship has distribu- | 


ted 40,000 quarts of milk to needy in 
six months of 1940 compared to 19,- 
000 all of 1939 and 14,900 in 1938. 

Louis Lytton, veteran actor who 
played Falstaff in ‘Merry Wives of 
Windsor’ on Broadway several sea- 
sons ago, quit selling newspapers on 
loop corner to join strawhat group at 
Old Log theatre, Lake Minnetonka, 
near here, offering ‘Outward Bound 
currently. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Ona Munson Day at Westport 
Tonio Selwart in from the Coast 


Ralph Lycett back from the mari- 
times. 


Eleanor French back to N. Y. to 
sing at Armando’s. 
Muriel Dickson singing at Chau- 


tauqua (N. Y.) festival. 

John Root and Margaret Mullen 
making the local rounds. 

Princess Natalie Paley (Mrs. Jack 
Wilson) applied for citizenship in 
Bridgeport court. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rollin Kirby enter- 
tained for their daughter's (Mrs. 


| Kirby Post) birthday). 


Mary Anita Loos, Eckert Goodman 
and Baron 


Jessie Royce Landis 


Justin Sturms while trying out ‘Sec- | 


ond Heiping’ at Stamford. 
Ann Greenway, Paul Draper and 
Mario Braggiotti will entertain 


26. 
Dorothy Gish to Chicago to visit 
her sister Lillian in ‘Life with 


Father’ and to watch the Democratic | 


convention, 


from | 


von Loewenfeld at Pat, 


at | 
Red Cross benefit at Cobbs Mill July | 


| handle the entire output of French 
' studios, and a deal has been com- 
| pleted with Tom O’Brien for a take- 

over of the Savoy theatres here and. 
| Melbourne for a period of 12 months. 


idea of requesting major pic loops 
ito place all excess profits into war 
ibonds. Same idea may be applied 


ito allied trades within the pic in-| 


dustry, with a possible extension to 
| British distrib units now 
any coin freeze on rentals 
from the Aussie zone. 

| Censor has not granted an okay in 
‘Sydney for Aussie runaround of 
|Metro’s ‘Strange Cargo.’ Censor 
frowns upon certain sequences as 
| played by Clark Gabie and Joan 
pagan and indications are that 


gotten 


the pic will either be canned, or sent | 


(M-G) has fallen off con- 
(RKO) continues 
is still | 


created 
shortage of pic technicians in New 


Melbourne 
newspaper mogul, has taken charge | 


To wise locals on fifth column ac- 
tivities, ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ 


with | 


Government is dickering with the | 


escaping | 


former manager of the Chicago the- 
atre, have opened their elaborate 
recreational center on the main drag 
in East St. Louis. 

Virginia Aschen, whose Muny Op- 


erettes dancing ensemble appear at, 
;the Club Continental, Hotel Jeffer- | 
;}son, in New York getting ideas for | 


new terping routine for next sea- 
son 


Tony Scarpelli, owner of the Plan- 
{tation Club, nitery presenting all- 


| Negro shows for white customers ex- | 


| clusively, reported negotiating for a 


| son. 
| Norman Nodel, 17, localite discov- 

ered three years ago when he au- 
| ditioned for a place in the St. Louis 
|Grand Opera chorus, will sing as a 
|sOloist with the New York symph 
| (27-28). 

Steve Cady, nitery operator at the 
|Chain of Rocks, transferred floor 
show to excursion steamer S. S. Ad- 
;miral last week. Cady’s club is 
| Shuttered each Monday and he made 
;deal with steamboat for the one- 
night stunt. 





Cleveland ; 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





| Moe Horwitz, 
broken ankle. 


| Frank Monaco gave nitery em- 
|ployes day off to celebrate birth of 
| his first gyandson. 
| William F. McDermott, drama re- 
| viewer for Plain Dealer, off for two 
months’ safari through South Amer- 
| ica. 
| Milt Harris, ex-press agent for 
|local Loew’s, forming the Harris- 
|Gould publicity agency 
| wood. 

Sidney Andorn, WGAR commen- 
| tator, spending half of six-week va- 
'cation arranging brewers’ convention 
| parties for sponsor. 
| Jack Marshall playing his initial 
| hotel date at Vogue Room and hav- 
ling get-together with Austin Wylie, 
who started him in singing biz. 

Rudolph Ringwall, concertmaster 


indie exhib, has 





|summer symphony group of 70 in 
, series of pop concerts at civic audi- 
| torium. 
| James Card, Jr., cinema professor 
jat Western Reserve University and 
| actor, to head new documentary film 
| project sponsored bv National Youth 
| Administration in Cleveland. 
Fishing foursome consisting of 
Charles Raymond, Loew’s division 
'manager: Art Spaeth. News critic: 
Freddy Mvers and this VARIETY cor- 
resnondent formed 
pedition to Ontario. 


Musical Influx 


Continued from page 1 





| back to Hollywood for a going over | 


Supreme court unanimously dis- 
missed appeal by 


|against verdict granted 


& comply with local regulations. 


($1,000), Eileen 
|Paul Vernon ($300). 
| brought suit against W-T claiming 
| damages for wrongful dismissal dur- 
ing the run of ‘Under Your Hat’ in 
this spot. 


Murphy ($856) and 


| Stroudsburg, Pa. 
By John Bartholomew 


Tuskegee Singers hereabouts. 

Eric von Stroheim summering 
Naomi Pines. 

Bob Auman’s orch set for summer 
at Oak Grove House. 

Singer Freddie Gilloti's 
giving local resorts a whirl. 

New Grand upped admission 
‘All This, and Heaven Too’ (WB). 

Plaza featuring ‘black cow candy 
party’ for kiddies each Saturday 
matinee. 

Comedian Bobby Clark and Mrs. 
Clark at the Skytop Club for a few 
weeks’ vacation. 

Sara Anne Levering of the Shaw- 
nee Players chosen ‘Movie Queen’ 
under sponsorship of local Elks for 
Charity fund. 

Richard Crooks will appear with 


at 


amateurs 


for 


the Scranton Philharmonic under 
George Sebastian’s baton in Red 
Cross benefit at The Inn, Buck Hill 
Falls 
Ry Sam X. Hurst 
Cass Daley, who is packing ‘em in 


at the Chase Club, west end nitery, 
a holdover. 
Ben Freedman, assistant manager 


lat the Will Rogers theatre, to wed 
Clarice Rothschild. 

Sam Goffstein was pinched by 
county cops for operating his newly 
opened Maze] Club without a license. 

A benefit performance of ‘See My 
Lawyer’ by cast at 


Cross. 

Paul Beisman planed to New York 
to eve the Fair and also line up 
lpieces for the 1941 Municipal The- 
atre Assn. season. 

‘Engaged’ wil! be revived by the 


'Town Square theatre. strawhatter, 
for next month. ‘Morning’s at Seven 
is in rehearsal for opening Friday 
(19). 


Johnny Perkins and Roy Bruder, 


Williamson-Tait | 
by district | 
|Court in favor of Marjorie Gordon | 


Players had | 


Civic theatre, | 
'strawhatter, netted $750 for the Red | 
visiting the} 


of the former song hit trio which in- 
| cluded Buddy DeSylva, are teamed 
in readying a swing version of 
‘Hansel and Greta’ and have sent out 
feelers with the idea of getting 
Coast names, Brown presented 
‘Yokel Boy’ last season and made 
quite a stay of it though there is 
doubt about it having climbed cut of 
the red. That musical is mentioned 
for the road. 

Success of DeSylva with his two 
maiden manageriai efforts, ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’ and ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
has encouraged his former partners 
| to follow suit. DeSylva is currentiy 
on the Coast working on an un- 
titled musical with Cole Porter and 


Herbert Fields, also slated among 
the early arrivals. Ethel Merman, 
now in ‘DuBarry’ (46th Street) is 


mentioned for the new show. 


Shirley Temple-Bill Rebinson 

A musical version of ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin’ is also in the making, with 
two different people ambitious to do 
the show. Marty Forkins and Sid- | 
ney Harmons are the contenders. | 
Former would spot Shirley Temple | 
in his “Tom,’ now that she is out of | 
the studios, and would team her with 
Bill Robinson, whom he manages. 
Since the moppet and the crack 
| tapper worked together in films, the 
combo may work out. Russel Crouse 

may do the book. Last season Fork- 
was interested in ‘Hot Mikado,’ 
Robinson being the star. 

‘The Little Dog Laughed’ now 
carded as the first play with music 
for the new season. It was an- 
nounced in rehearsal Monday (15) 
and due on Broadway early in Sep- 
tember, Eddie Dowling presenting. 
The Jolson trick is dated about the 
same time. Revival of ‘Show Boat,’ 
which ushers in the new managerial | 
team of Nick Holde and Albert John- | 
son, is another musica) for the early | 
period of the season. Other possi- | 
bilities include ‘Meet the People,’ the 
Hollywood revue current on the 
Coast, and ‘Two Weeks With Pay,’ a 
similar type of show recently tried | 
| out in White Plains. 

Before the new musicals come in, 
the suspended ‘Higher and Higher’ 
|! and ‘Keep Off the Grass’ should have 

relighted at the Shubert and Broad- 
hurst, respectively. ‘Louisiana Pur- 

chase’ looks like a cinch wel! into 
the new season, but ‘Du Barry’ wil] 
go to the road. 


Ins 


is 


new location for forthcoming sea- | 


in Holly- | 


of Cleveland Orchestra, conducting | 


for August ex-| 


| about 


Hollywood 


Bob Coote left to join the British 
army. 

Nicholas M. Schenck 
weeks. 
| Loretta Young and Tom Lewis be- 
| trothed. 
| Tom De Vane joined Warners pub- 





| 





in for twe 


licity staff. 

Brian Donlevy on nationwide per- 
| sonals tour. 
Don Barry recovering from ap- 
| pendectomy. 

Mae Warren recuperating from 
major operation. 

S. Sylvan Simon to Tahiti for a 
month’s vacation. 
| Peggy Shannon granted a divorce 
|from Alan Davis. 

George Stoll had a relapse after 
recent hospitalization. 

Monica Bannister filed suit for di- 
vorce from Eddie Cherkose. 

Floyd Knudtson to the 
Clinic for medical treatment. 


Grover Jones home from the hos- 
pital after a major operation. 

Bert Gilroy, out of the hospital, to 
recuperate at home for three weeks. 

Vivian Vance granted a divorce 
iy) George Koch in Albuquerque, 

Boris Karloff seeking peace in the 
mountains after finishing his latest 
Columbia chiller. 
|_Mary Pickford named chairman of 
'Red Cross women’s committee for 
| the film industry. 


| Atlantic City 


Alan Gale 
| T-K-9 Club. 

Club Madrid opens for season with 
Lackie Law as m.c. 

‘Slapsie Maxie’ Rosenbloom top- 
billed at 500 Club July 26-27. 

Jerrie Kruger also featured, with 
Bert Frohman, m.c., and Sammy 
Watkin orch. i 


Max Herman (Herman’s Music 
Bar) and wife celebrated silver an- 
niversary Thursday (11). 

‘Icecapades,’ skating revue up from 
gagement in Convention Hally Fri- 
day (19). 

Earl Lindsay’s ‘Caribbean Cruise’ 
revue launched Saturday (13) at 
| Babette’s night spot. Lillian Barnes 
| featured. 
| Belle Baker returned to Bath & 
| Turf club for Friday and Saturday 
| (12-13) engagement. Then left for 
| Cincinnati. 
| Ritz-Carlton Merry-Go-Round Bar 
| instituted ‘cocktail dansants’ Satur- 
days and Sundays, with Nat Brand- 
wynne’s rhumba orch playing. 

Clifford Folz of Stevens Park, Wis., 
stunt rider on Million Dollar Pier, 
| Suffered dislocated shoulder when 
| bucking mule tossed him Thursday 
| C32 dD 
| Raymond Scott’s orch alternating 
| with Alex Bartha’s at Steel Pier all 
|} week. Vaude bill topped by Lewis 
j}and Van. Red Norvo ended engage- 
|}ment Friday (12). 
| Mary Pickford, Billy Rose. Elsa 
| Maxwell, Vyvyan Donner, George 
| Petty, John Held, Jr., and Vincent S. 
| Trotta announced as this year’s 
| Beauty Pageant judges. 
| Dorothy Henry and her milk bath 
dance featured opening of Wonder 
Bar on Friday (12), coming from 
Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y. Charlie 


Women’s division of local C. of 
complained to City Commission 
‘carnival methods’ of attract- 
ing visitors into Boardwalk amuse- 
ment places. Claimed too much 
noise, but commissioners reserved 
decision. 

Hotel Traymore’s Stratosphere 
Room opened Saturday (13) for sea- 
son with Bill Madden’s orch. Nick 
Nickerson sings and Franklyn Craw- 
ford and Joseph Caskey do ballroom 


Mayo 











returns to m.c. at 





| Johnson’s orch playing. 


os 


dancing Latter came from Plaza 
hotel, N. Y. 

Pat Rooney, Jr., and Herman Tim- 
berg, Jr.. top vaude program at 


Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier al! week. 
George Hall’s orch plaved Saturday 
and Sunday (13-14). All-girl oreh 
called Sylvia and Her Debs also on 
pier for undetermined period. Clar- 
ence Fuhrman ended engagement 
Friday night (12). 


Philadelphia 

WPEN holds its annual outing at 
Clementon Park today (Wednesday). 

Forrest Cressman and his missus 
in town to look over strawhats in 
the Philly area. 

Neil Deighan’s Red Mill Inn, Penn- 
sauken, N. J., suffered $3,000 dam- 
ages from a fire last week. 

Oliver Saylor, Stokowski’s per- 
sonal flack, in town making laste 
minute preparations for South Amer- 
ican cruise. 

Grace Moore was at Temple U 
hospital incognito getting a going- 
over at the hands of Dr. Chevalier 
Jackson, bronchoscopic expert. 

Among radio vacationers are 
WIP’s Murray Arnold and John 
Fascenda: KYW’s Betty Dickert, Bob 
Cottingham and George Hagerty and 
WCAU’s Stan Lee Broza. 

Josephine, the Zoo's prize ele- 
phant, almost wrecked the Philly 
Symph last week when they tried 
to commandeer her for a bow at 
opening of ‘Aida’ at the Rebin Hood 
Dell. 
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MRS. RICHARD MANSFIELD 

Mrs. Beatrice Cameron Mansfield, 
72. widow of actor Richard Mansfield 
died July 12 at her summer home 
in New London, Conn. 

Mrs. Mansfield, known as Beatrice 
Cameron on the stage before her | 
retirement 42 years ago, had played 
leading parts in nearly all her hus- 
band’s plays. She began her career 
in 1886 when she joined Mansfield’s 
company, making her first appear- 
ance with him that year at the) 
Madison Square theatre, New York. | 
In 1891, she divorced her first hus- 
band, George R. P. Phoebus, and | 
married Mansfield. She remained 
with his company until 1898 when 
she retired. Since 1932 she had been | 
directing and reading plays, mostly | 
from her husband's repertoire, at the 
Christodora House, settlement house 
in New York. 

Mrs. Mansfield’s only son died at 
the age of 20 in 1918. Her burial 
will be in Gardner Cemetery, New 
London, beside her husband and son. | 





SIR DONALD FRANCIS TOVEY | 
Sir Donald Francis Tovey, 64, | 
composer, conductor an. professor of | 
music at Edinburgh University since | 
1914, died in Edinburgh July ll, a 


|New York to be seen on Broadway 
in ‘The Merry World.’ 

‘Love From a Stranger’ and ‘Fire 
Over England’ are among a number 
of British films in which he acted 


Jacques Tushinsky, 54, violinist in 
the NBC symphony orchestra under 


| Arturo Toscanini, was killed July 11 


in an auto accident in Rio de Janeiro 
while on his way to play in the last 
the orchestra’s tour of 16 conceris 


South America. Tushinsky had 


ot 
in 


{been an NBC staff violinist for the 


past nine years, 


Widow, four sons who are musi- 
cians and a daughter survive. 
SAM MYERS 
Sam Mvers, 66, former exhibitor 


and house manager for Martin Beck, 
died in Los Angeles July 13. De- 
ceased operated the Palace, New Or- 
leans: State-Lake, Chicago, and 
Egyptian, Hollywood. 

He was inactive in recent years 
except for exec post with Federal 
Theatre Project in L. A. Widow 
survives. . 

WILLIAM J. KELLY 

William J. Kelly, 39, operator of 


few days before his 65th birthday. | gieq in Mercy hospital, Springfield, 


, the WB theatre, Lawrence, Mass., | 


————— 








(Continued from page 3) 
there. it is safe to show to Congress,’ 
Collins told Vartery. Collins ar-, cording to George Nitze, mild-man- 
ranged for the Congressional screen-|nered and cheerfully-cooperative 
ing, although he was called out of} president of UFA. Nitze remarked, 
town on the night of the ‘opening.’ | incidentally, that he had taken ad- 

While several representatives, in-| vantage of the general knowledge 
cluding Joe Starnes, Alabama Demo- | that Italy would enter the war to 
erat and a member of the Dies In-| stock up about 2C feature pictures, 
vestigating Committee, and J. Buell | or enough to last him until March, 
Snyder, Democrat of Pennsylvania, | 1941, via the last few of Il Duce’s 
raised the contention that the pic-| boats to make the crossing. 
ture was = a > ma- Ne Nasi Subsidy, but-—— 
ority of the law-makers who saw , : d mn —a 
te sneak-preview agreed that con- _UPA, Nitze maintained, is a New 
siderable valuable information could | York corporation which is bound to 
be garnered from action-shots of the Reich neither financially nor 
Nazi warfare. The Army and Navy, | through any direct supervision, It's 
it was argued, might take a cue from only tieup, he said, is a contract by 
the convincing showing of German | which it distributes in this country 








ler yps in action | films made by UFA—Universum- 
ote . : |Film Aktiengesellschaft (Universal 


vee Metre’s agentigy ’ . Film Corp.)—most important produc- 

Origin of the film was muffled in /ing outfit in the Reich. Nitze de- 
orca Hi rg oS aa | clared he didn’t know whether Uni- 
production of the picture “| versum-Film was a_ state-operated 
it was stated that it was not certain | pes vagabond but it is no precnes of 
| where the newsreel had originated: | course, that Herr Goebbels’ propa- 
|that News of the Day (Hearst- | ganda department leaves few very 
Metro) had made it available to the ‘much less important media than films 
Army and Navy and to the Congres- ‘get by untainted. 


Si lence. are : , , 
we cage a ies of the House Nitze’s tieup with Universum-Film 
an” " 6 6Srneaay | Aktiengesellschaft is so close that the 
lreleased a statement by Snyde1 


name of his corporation, UFA, is de- 
‘rived from the initials of the CGer- 
/man outfit by permission granted 
| when the U. S. firm was organized in 
| 1924. Nevertheless, UFA also dis- 


(chairman of the House War Depart- 
ment Appropriations subcommittee) 
to the effect that ‘such a film never 
should be shown in America.’ Al- 


German Pix in U. S. 


Continued from page 1 





 otesr. He is not active in the 
/management. List of stockholder, 
|could not be divulged, Nitze ssiq 
| although it is on file, of course at 
Albany. 

‘No Propaganda’? 

As proof of the lack of propagand, 
in the pictures, Nitze pointed to the 
fact that the New York Board of 
| Censors, to which they must al! be 
| submitted, has never made a dele. 
| tion because of subversive action or 
dialog. (It’s pointed out by other 
| sources, however, that that is not 
| the purpose of the censorship laws 
in N, Y¥.). Films recently brought 
over have no English subtitles. In- 
asmuch as virtually all the patron- 
age is by German-speaking people, 
wha complain that the titles only 
get in the way, Nitze said, and in- 
asmuch as they must be put on in 
Germany, and add greatly to the 
cost of the film, he has eliminated 
them. Nitze branded as preposter- 
ous recent reports that the English 
titles did not always coincide with 
the dialog, which was allegedly sub- 
versive, 

What he will do when his current 
supply of features runs out next 
March, Nitze declared, is something 
to which he has given no thought 
because he is certain that the war 
will be over by then. Pressed for 





Tovey was one of the best present- 





day authorities of music. He gave) 
his first series of concerts in 1900 in, 
London, followed by others in Berlin 
and Vienna. Besides numerous com- 
positions, he authored many con- 
certos and the opera ‘The Bride - | 
Dionysius.’ He wrote profusely on | 
music and contributed many essays | 
and biographies to the Encyclopedia | 
Britannica. | 

His visits to the United States were | 
in 1925 and 1928 for concert tours: | 


IN MEMORY OF 
Our Dear Friends 
ED — TOM — GEORGE 


MINER 


Barney and Gertrude Gerard 





In an interview in Los Angeles, in | 
1928, he described jazz as a ‘musical | 
narcotic that would die in three | 
years.’ 
ROBERT WADLOW 

Robert Wadlow, 22, whose eight! 
feet, nine and one-half inch height 
drew for him the distinction of be-| 
ing the tallest man ever known to 
modern science, died Monday (15) in| 
Mainstee, Mich., following complica- | 
tions arising from an infected foot. 

Wadlow, who had appeared in 
outdoor shows, suffered an infection | 
of the ankle recently, allegedly re-| 
ceived from a brace that he wore. | 
Only recently he had appeared at 
the New York World’s Fair. He} 
first went into show biz in 1936 and| 
in 1937 joined the Ringling circus, | 
with which he was an outstanding 
attraction. 

Surviving are his parents, four 
brothers and sisters, all of normal 
size. 


CLAUDE C. BARTRAM 

Claude C. Bartram, one time well 
known juggler and showman, and 
Variety's first London correspondent 
over 30 years ago, died recently in a 
South Wales hospital after a short 
illness. 

A Canadian by birth, he went to 
London about 40 years ago where he 
performed in the varieties. He had 
been with the juggling act of Al- 
bertus and Bartram in America be- 
fore going to England, and had been 
closely associated with the forma- 
tion of the Variety Artists Federation 
there. He at one time was also edi- 


tor of The Performer, London show 


biz paper. 
DANIEL J. QUINLAN 

Daniel J. Quinlan, 77, retired legit 
actor, died July 12 after an operation 
in Elmira (N.Y.) hospital. 

Quinlan who also worked 
minstrel shows, played with MclIn- 
tyre and Heath and the Al. G. Fields 
minstrels, in addition to his own 
company of Quinlan and Wall. He 
lived in Elmira for the past eight 
years coaching amateurs in stage 
productions, after retiring from stage 
work in 1932. 

Widow, Elmira College drama de- 
partment head, and six daughters 
survive. 

s —_— 
DONALD LATHROP 

Donald Lathrop, 52, succumbed to | 
a heart ailment Monday (15) in Lon-| 
don, where for years he had been} 
well known as a character player. 

In 1909, Lathrop toured the United | 
States with Maxine Elliott in ‘De- 
borah of the Gods’ and ‘The Inferior 
Sex,’ and 17 years later returned to 


sisters and two brothers. 


| 
| Stage actress early 


In | 





| Mass., after a brief illness contracted | though he was not present for the | 


while visiting his mother in Spring-| Capitol Hill ‘preview,’ Snyder had 
field. |seen the picture before and tagged 

Kelly, a native of Springfield, was | it as German propaganda. ‘It can 
widely known as a boy tenor, be used for nothing else,’ he said. 
‘This talk about it being shown to 
impress upon us our necessity for 
arming is nonsense. 

‘Do we need any German propa- 
ganda film to make us appropriate 
for defense?’ 

Ed Hatrick’s Details 

Picture which caused all the 
furor in Washington last week was 
an untitled newsreel released 
through UFA to News of the Day in 
this country, Ed Hatrick, g.m. of the 
|Hearst outfit, explained in New 
| York yesterday (Tuesday). It was 
| not released by UFA, Inc., American 
distributors of German film, but by 





JOHN A. McCARROLL 
John A. McCarroll, 47, stage man- 
ager for Stanley-Warner theatres in 
Camden, N. J., died Saturday 13) at 
his home in Pennsauken Township, 
N. J. 
Surviving are his widow, three 





GEORGE WILEY 
George Wiley, 66, died July 16 in 
Buffalo. Wiley was manager of the 
educational film department for 
F. C. Pictures Corp. of Buffalo for 
the past four years, 
Widow survives, 








GERTRUDE LENNOX 
Gertrude Lennox, 60, well known | 
in the century, | 


| by Clipper from the Reich to his 
company, Hatrick said. 

He declared that similar reels are 
available to any American distrib 





died July 11 in Mercy hospital, Chi-| ang that News of the Day gets them 
cago. : . | fairly regularly. (George Nitze, prez 
Her husband, John Lewin, sur-| of American UFA, stated that his 
vives. . : | outfit receives similar reels, which 
BERNARD SEGAL | are exhibited in German theatres 


Bernard Segal, 72, screen actor, 
died July 9 in Hollywood after a 
long illness. His last role was in|} 
‘Wells Fargo.’ 

Surviving are three sons, Otto, 
Herman and Richard, studio techni- 
cians, and a daughter. | 


throughout the country. (See story 
on page one). 

Hatrick said there is a possibility 
that some clips from the reel shown 
in Washington, or a later one, will 
be included in a regular News of the 
Day release. He explained that 


RICHARD VON ZACKOBIEL 
Righard Von Zackobiel, president | 
and manager of the Roxy Theatre, 
| Inc. in Milwaukee, and for 20 years 
active in the picture business, died | 
July 9 of a heart ailment at his home 


excellent pictorialization of how a 
tioned this to some U. S. Army and 
Navy Officials, who asked to see it. 

During one of the screenings for 
| these officers, Hatrick added, Ross 





ie that city. | Collins, the Representative who ar- 

} *|} ranged the Congressional showing 

| r —— tin nf tie range S $ eal: 4 

|_ Mrs. Vincent Lawrence, wife of the | asked if he could have it for mem- 
screen writer, died July 10 in Holly- bers of the House and Senate Mili- 
wood, Also surviving are two sonS| tary Affairs onmnmittes Hatrick | 
; eA r Y tee. é 

he d a daughter | agreed on the condition that the 

cane film not be exploited, and so the 
‘Hap’ Ward, Jr., (John Thomas rumpus began ; 

O’Donnell) P : aye ' 
~ Donnell), 41, died at the Will Stills from the reel, Hatrick said, 
kogers Memorial hospital July 9 


had been printed in virtually every 
newspaper in the country even be- 
| fore last week’s showing. 
of actual events, starting with the 
German invasion of the low coun- 
| tries, the Hearst g.m. explained, and 
propagandistic only to the 
that it was censored. 


| BIRTHS 


M 


| after an illness of nearly two years. 





Wife of Eddie Paul, Paramount 
Pictures’ music director, died in Los 
Angeles July 13. 





Mother, 79, of Dave Vine, stage 
comedian, died July 14, in N. Y 








| MARRIAGES 


and Mrs. Jeanne Juvelier, son. 
Evelyn Wolk to Lige Brien, in| in Chicago, July 5. Mother is dra- 
Pittsburgh, July 14. He's menager ; matic radio performer. 
of WB's Prince theatre, Amb ‘Ye, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Weiner, daugh- 
| Pa. ter, in Pittsburgh, July 12. Father’s 
Henrietta Rosenberg to Dr. Ik in|} UA branch manager in Pitt. 
|J. Littman, in Pittsburgh, July 14.| Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Weinberg 
Bride’s with Sophisticated Ladies son, in Hollywood, July 8. Father is 


| trio on WCAE, Pittsburgh. /an ad agency exec. 

| Elaine Kinder to Bon Shield, in|} Mr, and Mrs. Carl Dozer, son, in 
| Winchester, Va. May 23, just an-| Pittsburgh, July 6. Father’s on staff 
j nounced. Bride's with Kinder Sister | of WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

| trio on KDKA, Pittsburgh. He’s an; Mr, and Mrs. 
mee msl at same station. |daughter July 10, in Los Angeles. 
Vivienne Mandelbaum to George) Father is film writer. 

|W. Brandt, July 14, in New York. | 


He’s son of William Brandt, 9 


“> 


of | ter, July in Los Angeles. 


he’s also connected. 

Elizabeth Henning to Robert Paige, 
in Los Angeles, July 14. He’s a film | ter, July 13, in Hollywood. Father 
actor. is in Metro’s publicity art depart- 

Dorothy Sittel to John McCormick, | ment. 
Hollywood agent, July 15 in Las} Mr. 
Vegas. Fourth try for groom, for- 
merly married to Zita Johann and! Mother’s former Jan Clayton. 
Colleen Moore. parents film players. 


| film player. 


and Mrs. Russell 





, 


| 


tributes films of other German mak- 
ers, Tobis, Bavaria and Terra. 

UFA imports about 40 features a 
year, in addition to the newsreels 
and ‘educational and scientific’ shorts, 
Great majority of the features and 
briefies are from Universum-Film. 
Newsreels, of course, are a monopoly 
| of the Ministry of Enlightenment, etc. 
First-class features play the German 
houses three weeks and many films 





German UFA and shipped directly | 


when he first saw it, he thought it an | 


mechanized army operates and men-} 


It is all| 


extent | 


Jack Andrews, | 


Mr. and Mrs. John Payne, daugh- | 


, o Father | 
Brandt Theatres, with which firm js film actor; mother is Anne Shiriey, | 


Mr. and Mrs. James Sarno, daugh- | 


Hayden, | three 
daughter, July 15, in Hollywood. |} bookkeepers plus Nitze and Ernest 
Both | Eisele, the v-p. 


play two weeks, which makes the 40 
| pictures imported each year last out 
| the 52 weeks. 


j Other German Distribs 


| Not, however, that operators of 
| German houses are restricted to buy- 
|ing from UFA. That’s by far the 
| largest distributing agency in this 
| country, but there are a number of 
others who live on the crumbs. 
| Most important are Casino Films, an 
\‘adjunct of the Casino theatre in the 
Yorkville section of Manhattan, and 


addition there are a number of minor 
distribs of all sorts of films 
pick up a couple of dollars now and 
then by getting bookings for German 
| pictures for a day or two in houses 
which do not 
UFA and the 


other importers of 
off on such engagements. 

Henry Kaufmann is one of the last- 
mentioned type. It was he who got 
himself questioned by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation a 
months ago as the result of an ad 
; he put in Jersey newspapers in con- 


| ‘Westwall’ at a Passaic house. 
build up a mailing list, he offered a 
pass for each six German names sent 
him. Newspapers thought he was 
getting together a roster of potential 
Fifth Columnists, but nothing came 
|of the investigation. Kaufmann 


is 

Jewish. 
Nitze emphasized that UFA is 
| strictly a commercial outfit which 


must fall or survive on the profits it 
can make. It gets no subsidies, he 


said, and for that reason: ‘We are not | 


here for propaganda, but for busi- 
ness.’ He declared that he avoids 
propaganda pictures—although this 
would seem a little difficult—by 
carefully selecting every picture be- 
| fore he buys it for distribution. The 
| less propaganda the better the busi- 
| ness a picture does, he said. 
| are exhibited on percentage. 


Biz Better This Year 
Grosses have been better this year 
than at any time during the past two 
years, Nitze declared. The war, he 
said, has revived interest of Ger- 


mans in their fatherland and they | 
are particularly anxious to see films | 


| with native locales. B.o.s about two 
| years ago, he admitted, took a ter- 
rific dive. They were just coming 
up again last September when the 
war broke out and they once again 
took a mighty slip. September and 
October were the worst months in 
history, the distrib said, but the up- 
turn has been very heartening since 


then. UFA is now just about 
| breaking even. 
Outfit, which recently moved to 


| the RKO building, Radio City, from 
'a larger suite at 729 Seventh Ave., 
| to reduce expenses, is staffed with 
combination stenographer- 


Frederick Fasse, 
| secretary, is the only other corporate 


Charles Unger, also of Yorkville. In | 


who | 


regularly play them. | 


German film give these indies a rake- 


couple | 


nection with the showing of UFA’s | 
po 
To | 


All pix | 


a solution to the problem in the 
event the conflict is not concluded, 
Nitze ventured an offhand guess that 
prints might be flown—to South 
America and from there to this 
country, or directly to this country 
in the same manner as newsreels 
are at present, except that the cost 
for a full-length picture would be 
prohibitive. 
Top Teutonic Houses 


Twelve houses, seven in the vicin- 
ity of New York, play German pic- 
tures all the time. Thev are the 
Casino, Garden and 96th St. in Man- 
| hattan; the Wagner and Mozart in 
| Brooklyn; the Hindenburg, Irving- 
| ton, N. J., the Transfer, North Ber- 
| gen, N. J.; the German Kino, Chi- 


cago; Radio theatre, Milwaukee; Lit- 





| tle German theatre, Buffalo, and 
| Princess theatre, San  Fraucisco 
| Houses run from about 300 to 600 


seats. 

What virtually breaks Nitze’s heart 
is that cities with such heavy Ger- 
man populations as Philadelphia 
(about 50,000 German and Austrian- 
| born) and St. Louis (26,500 Geyman 
|and Austrian-born) can’t support a 
theatre for the Fatherland’s films 


| 


New York’s German and Austrian- 
born population is about 375,000; 
Milwaukee’s 46,000 and Chicago's 


| 125,000. 

| Aside from the regular theatrical 
business, Nitze declared he picks up 
meager coin from German clubs aud 


| organizations, which occasionally 
| sponsor showings in towns where 
there is no German theatre, and 


from schools and colleges which use 
the films in connection with their 
language courses, 

Openings of new German pict 
in New York are ignored by 
papers but the Times and Ne 
| which continue to review them reg- 
ularly. 


Tes 
ait 


ws 














Cantorisms 
Continued from page 3____! 
|famous Father Flanagan and as 


| photogs shot at him yelped 

‘Hurry up; much as I like Faihe: 
Flanagan, he’s no Myrna Loy’ 
Cantor in A.C. 

Atlantic City, July 16 
| Eddie Cantor, who arrived here 
| Saturday (13) on a weekend stop- 
| over between Omaha and New Yor! 
| where he starts preparing a nev 
| Show, observed that people of the 
|U. S. should ‘get serious.’ He 
|they should ‘think seriously abou 
| hates, and their threat to America 

‘We've got to start now—this mo- 
ment,’ said Cantor, ‘to see things 
clearly. We have had it too soft, but 
unless we wake up it won't be tha! 
way long... Every man, woman and 
child you see on the Boardwalk to- 
day will be called upon to make 
some sacrifice. 

‘We've got to forget talking about 
five-day weeks, and no work on 
Saturdays, because the dictators are 
working seven days a week—and 
nights, too, figuring out what thes 
can do to us. Anti-Semitism is only 
one of their schemes—it says ‘yo! 
hate me because I hate you.’ And 
then what happens —a country is 
broken, easily conquered. Ii’s too 
bad the anti-Semitists can’t see it 
works both ways.’ 
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‘God Bless America’ Saga 


Continued from page 1 





Journal, of those who were so quick 
tc condemn Berlin, have since had 
the grace to admit they didn't know | 
what they were talking about. 
Long identified with and largely | 
por ularized by Kate Smith, ‘God 
Bless America, as a pop song 
selling at 25¢e, is making Tin Pan | 
Alley history (1) because of its ab- 
normal 8¢ royalty, which goes to the | 
Boy and Girl Scouts foundations; | 
ena (2) because of its manner of 
‘handling,’ so that it will be one of | 
the few ‘patriotic’ songs to also prove 
» big money-maker, This is a rarity 
the music business. 
lis restricted handling by Berlin, 
Inc., at behest of songwriter Berlin, 
stems from the latter’s desire to in- 
cure as big a yield for the number | 
as possible. Thus, in excess of $43,- 
000 has been earned by ‘God Bless 
America’ and already turned over to 
separately incorporated trust fund 


' 


in 


te be 100% for the benefit of the. 
youth movements. Administrators 
of the fund represent the three 


yajor religious faiths. 

During the nurturing of 
Bless America” Berlin and his music 
publishers stood for not a. little! 
captious eriticism from many who | 
couldn't understand why the song 
was ‘restricted.’ At the same time, 
Berlin was bound to silence until Col. | 
Roosevelt - Tunney - Swope accepted | 
his invitation to administer the song's | 
income for benefit of American 
youth, The proper agency was be- 
ing carefully weighed, the Red Cross 
being favored for a time, but the 
Scouts decided upen as the best out- 
jet for direct youth service. Ber- | 
lin, himself, at the time the song first | 
startecd to assert itself had an idea | 
that perhaps a_ cigaret fund for | 
American soldiers, or something of | 
that sort, might be the best bene- 
ficiary of the royalties which he had 
conated, 

33-Year Topper 

li wasn't until the extent of the | 
song's scope that the matter became 
# more serious issue, far outdis- 
iancing anything in the 33 years that 
Berlin has been writing American 
popular songs. 

However, it soon became evident 
jhat Tin Pan Alley history would be 
made by a song that may earn a 
basic $100,000 from sheet music sales 
#lone—a record in show biz annals 
due to the doubled regular royalty 
because of the unprecedented 8c per 
copy. Its $43,000-odd income repre- 
rents nearly 500,000 sheets sold at 25c 
(6c royalty) plus a relatively few 
dollars of mechanical yield from the 
Kate Smith (Victor) and Bing 
Crosby (Decca) and other record- 
ings. Songs of this nature have lhit- 
ie mechanical revenue. 

The average pop song royalty 
$c and many tune has three col- 
Jaborators who split only 2e among 
themselves. Berlin’s contract with 
Berlin, Inc. (of which he’s a one- 
ibird owner-partner) calls for 4c. 


is 


a 


“God Bless America’s’ royalty dou- 
bles that 
The other unusual aspect is that 


patriotic songs, differing from what 
are known ‘war’ songs, are no- 
ioriously non-commercial. ‘Ovel 
There,” ‘Keep the Home Fires Burn- 
ig” “Tipperary,” “There’s a Long 
ong Trail, ‘Rose of No Man's 
-Land,” ‘My Belgian Rose’ and the 
Jike are obviously spawned by war. 
George M. Cohan’s ‘She’s a Grand 
Oid Flag’ and ‘I'm a Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ typify the rare patriotic 
Song sellers. Berlin’s ‘God Bless’ 
falls within that category. He, per- 
sonally, has much praise for the 
John LaTouche-Earl Robinson ‘Bal- 
lad for Americans.’ 

Unusual, further, 


as 


iy 
y 
iu 


in addition to the 


tensive application by Berlin to 
fee that this particular song be- 
comes, perhaps, his monument 
second national anthem—is the fact 
that its really a 1917 song, created 
curing World War I. It was to 
have been part of ‘Yip, Yip, Yap- 
hank,’ the soldier war show which 
Berlin wrote when he was a buck 
Private at Camp Upton. 


Reaction te Munich 

When Berlin, in August-Septern- 
ber, 1938, was in.London, attendant 
1c 6the ballyhoo of opening his 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band’ (20th- 
Fox film), the Munich crisis was 
Sharply focused on his conscious- 
ness. As an American, getting a 
semi-closeup of Munich's effect on 
Europe's war of nerves, he reacied 
patriotically 

He harked back to his own soldier 
ys during the first World War. 
recalled ‘It's Your Country and 


Gi: 
He 


My Country,’ ‘Don't Bite the Hand | 


That's Feeding You,” ‘Let's All Be 
Americans Now,’ and the like, and 
€slized that any 1938 counterpart 


would be a stump speech set to mu- 


‘God | 


| tional 


| song 
| gest paradox, 
, both Willkie’s 


,‘God_ Bless 








sic. That wasn't popular song. He 
dismissed that. He wanted to con- 
vey the idea of ‘let's talk about Jib- 
erty more and more.’ He had sundry 
couplets. rhymes and tunes in work, 
and finally threw them all out as too 
pompous, undignified, uninspired. 


‘God Bless America’ was in his 
trunk, never having seen daylight 
during the ‘Yip, Yaphank’ show. 


The song of 1917 best told the story 
in 1938. and of now, and the future. 
When Kate Smith first heard of it, 
and introduced it on Nov. 11, 1938, 
Berlin had taken out the militaristic 


| lines that ran something like ‘make 


her victorious on land and foam,’ 
and it became, ‘From the mountains 
to the prairies, to the oceans white 


with foam. God Bless America,’ etc. | 
Berlin, Inc. didn't publish the song 
until six weeks later, and only when | 


orders staried to come in. 

Not Plugged 
The song. therefore, is unusual in 
its extraordinary and spontaneous 
sale in that this is a patriotic bal- 
lad that has become a hit without 
plugging. Berlin's emphasis on its 
‘handling’ refers to the restriction 
of its multiplicitw of usages. Miss 
Smith did it on and off the radio; 
schools, religious groups, educa- 
bodies. patriotic organiza- 
tions and the like heard of it and had 
carte blanche to use it, reprint 
lyrics, ete., and despite that the 
sheets sold. This is the big- 
in itself. Its now 
and the Democratic 
party's theme song, perhaps the most 


| significant official American rec- 
ognition for the song. 
The copyright restriction was 


borne out by Berlin's experience 
when he visited a smart cafe and the 


it off wih a foxtrot arrangement of 
America.’ 


Well-inten- | 


tioned, it distorted the ballad, which | 


is the very purpose of its being re- 
stricted to this day. As matter 
of fact, that enthusiastic maestro 
was technically violating a copyright 
restriction by playing the ballad in 
the first place. Berlin. Inc.’s restric- 
tion thus provides for no special ar- 
rangement or other distortion, as a 
gesture to the American ballad’s dig- 
nity. 

Berlin's belief that the song 
san sell for years. through this re- 
striction via ASCAP, all, of course, 
to the continued 100% 
Scout movement. Berlin that 
in all his long career not one song 
of his ever ‘happened’ as has ‘Amer- 
ica’: all had to be plugged. given 
impetus through the usual Tin Pan 
Alley exploitation channels. This 
the reverse 

The criticism he was getting stems 
from 
was restricted. That 
ness also includes 
case where one midwest 
wanted to know why, if 
copyright restriction on 
Wessel’ song, should there be one on 
a pseudo-American anthem, Berlin 
thinks that best answers itself by the 
parallelism which a Nazi 
anthem 

The song's sales have been steady, 


a 


is 


says 


iS 


the 


instances 


captious- 
like the 
newspapel 
there’s no 
the 


rings in 


usually 1.000 copies a dav in good 
days, and down to 100-150 copies 
on others. When schools let out 
around end-June, for some reason 


the song didn’t move a single copy; 
it was static for a week or 10 days. 
Then it perked up. For the July 4 


period, of course. all copyright re- 
strictions to newsreels and the like 
were lifted. but otherwise Berlin 
hopes one day its cinematic value 
may realize extra thousands of dol- 
lars from the synchronization film 
production rights. all also to Boy and 
Girl Scout beneficence exciusivels 
‘It's 100% out of Berlins hands nov 
in the separately incorporated trust 
fund, all rights, revenues and profits 
to the youth groups On the othe: 
hand. merchandise offers for com- 
mercial usages of ‘God Bless Amer- 


ica’ on gowns, handkerchiefs and 
kindred tieups have been turned 
down bv Roosevelt-Tunmey-Swope 


as beneath the dignity of the song’s 
intent, despite the revenue entailed. 
Previous ‘Bests’ 

Berlin says his top hits have been 
‘Remember’ and which, at 
his normal 4c. royalty, and selling 
1,250,000 copies each. realized $50,000 


‘Always’ 


in rovalties alone, plus around an- 
other $20.000 mechanicals He sees! 
this. sans mechanicals-——unless the 
picture idea produces some extra- 
fancy income to the Scotiis—eclips- 
ing anything he’s ever written and 


All profit to the 
of the 


made money from 
Scouts for the life 
copyright. 

Not all the details of the gifts have 
been w¢ cut, but both the Boy 


28-yeal 


rke¢ 


and Girl Scout organizations 
being consulted as to suggestions for 
use of the money. Al! of the dona- 
tion is to be distributed immediately. 
The trustees have decided that it 
should be used for those members 
of the two groups who are less priv- 
ileged than some of those more for- 
tunate. 
be announced 
plans are ready. 

Swope, acting chairman, said an- 
nouncement of the fund, as issued 
by the trustees, was done against the 
protests of Berlin, who 
| publicity attached to his benefaction. 
|The conveyance 
| ties, such as sheet music, phono- 
graph records and other mechanical 
| devices. 

Here is the verse and chorus: 


when the detailed 





While the storm clouds gather 
Far across the sea. 

Let us swear allegiance 
To a land that’s free; 

Let us all be grateful 
For a land so fair, 

As we raise our voices 

In a solemn prayer. 


' 
God bless America, 
| Land that I love. 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with a light 
from above; 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
| To the oceans white with foam, 
God bless America 
My home sweet home. 


Milwaukee Journal Does 


Milwaukee, July 16. 

Criticism of Irving Berlin for re- 
fusal to permit the publication of 
‘God Bless America’ in The Milwau- 
| kee Journal for the convenience of 
| July Fourth celebrants was turned 
to praise when it was announced 
| Thursday (11) that the royalties 
| from this number—now $43,646— 


its | 


are ' 


The division of the gift will | 


includes al] royal-| 


|! begin work Monday 











dard and a bunch of execs on the 
| maiden flight last Tuesday. 
Stunt 

The conservative N. Y. Times went 
jin for a stunt this week. Nightly 
they put 3,000 pounds of late edi- 
tions on a chartered American plane 
and flew them to Chicago for the 


| 


wished no, Democrats to read at breakfast. 


Burn 

Jeffrey Lynn, ending his personal 
appearances at the Strand, 
went west by United Air late Satur- 
day night, doing a slow burn at his 
studio. He had planned to spend a 
week seeing the Fair, but a tele- 
phone call summoned him back to 
morning on 
‘Four Mothers’ which he hopes will 


be the last of the happy quartet stuff. 
| Aces 

Dazzling magnet in most VU. S. 
| newspapermen’s eyes is work in 


New York. Choicest assignment, in 
normal times, in New York is Ship 


| News, a berth where the stories are 


usually grade-A, 


the assistance of 


| the sfeamship lines tophole, and the 


refreshments lavish and fancy. But 


every four years comes an assign- 


ment as nonpareil as a sweater on 
Lana Turner: the job of trailing 


| presidential candidates on their cam- 


| were being given by the songwriter | 
maestro, in enthusiastic apprecia- , to establish a trust fund with the 
tion, ad libbed a brief medley of | Boy and Girl Scouts of America as 
Berlin’s yesteryear hits and topped | the beneficiaries. 


When the Milwaukee Sane Fourth 


commission asked The Journal to 
print the song in its Sunday issue 
preceding July 4, the newspaper 


| sought the composer's permission to 


benefit of the | 


a misunderstanding on why it| 


‘Horst } 


do so, but was refused with the ex- 
planation that the income from the 
number was to be used for a na- 
tional cause soon to be annonuced 
As WPEN Theme Song 
Philadelphia, July 16 
WPEN has discarded its theme 
‘Lights Out’ which has opened and 
closed its broadcasting day almost 
since the outlet’s inception 
From now on the theme tune of 
the station will be ‘Ged Bless Amer- 
ica. An okay for the tune 
granted by ASCAP. 


Was 


No Coast Tour For 


Ringling This Year 
Akron, O.. July 16 
There will be no Coast tour for 


the Ringling circus this year, officials 
revealed here. lowa likely will be 
the farthest west the show will play, 
and due to uncertain 
Canada the big toy 
territory. 

Business with the big show to 

reported approximately 

ahead of last season 


conaltions in 


will avoid this 


date 
40% 


is 





Jukebox Banter 


Continued from page 1 





te 
come: 


leased telephone 
dine and dance spots, 


wires various 
this new 
method serving. music In the 


of 
United States Patent Office the de- 


paign tours and _ their 
periods, 

Out on the Wendell L. Willkie 
Eastern airliner to Washington last 
week went a baker’s dozen 
lucky lads whose first chore was to 
accompany Willkie to Colorado for 
his fortnight of vacation. Jim Hag- 
gerty, Jr., of the Times. Emmet 


Crozier of the Tribune and Fred 


vacation 


Pasley of the News were among the | 


worn and weary N. Y. reporters who 
could look forward to nothing but 
fishing, golfing, ands'f’th. 
Wiman 

Actors looking for a vehicle next 
season would do well to get their 
hands on John Van Druten’s ‘Old 
Acquaintance’ and then run around 
to Dwight Deere Wiman's office to 
apply. Wiman will be staging the 
show late in September or early 
October, he announced Thursday 
when he arrived on the Clipper 
from Bermuda. He spent six weeks 
there, vacationing and working on 
the script. He brought Damaris, his 
13-year-old daughter, with him 

Veddy British and clipped in both 
accent and hair, Pamela Frankau 
was introduced to reporters by Mr. 
Wiman. Pamela is the novelist who 
last wrote ‘Appointment with Death’ 
and hopes soon to have ‘Some New 
Planet’ published by Viking. ‘Planet’ 
has appeared in England. Of late 
the young novelist has been resting 
'in Bermuda after tussling with 
scenarios in Hollywood with the 
Korda company. Her father is in the 
Air Ministry so he ‘could not pos- 
sibly come over heah, but I'm hop- 
ing I can persuade my mother and 
sister and nephew to come over.’ 
Pamela went to the Hotel Gotham 

Amour 

‘All the world loves 
quipped a reporter meeting Made- 
leine Carroll when she tripped 
the Customs Room from he 
Thursday. Even the most ardent 
members of the Carroll-for-Anything 
Club, however, admitted looked 
a bit wilted. She was wearing the 
same navy blue twill suit wore 
when the Clipper flew her away al- 
most a month ago, and she ‘lve 
lived in this suit since I left 
here.’ 

The star 


a lovely’ 
into 


Clipper 


she 
she 


said 
evel 
settled all doubts 
her own romantic notions she 
admitted that her fiance Lt 
Richard de la Roziere. of the French 


about 
when 
Was 


vice is known as ‘Teletone.” It's’ Army, now stationed in Tunisia 
worked on the same principle as re- Miss Carroll. who divorced 
mote contro! in radio dance spots British mai¢c last year, d ( e€ 
In the studios of the amusement | h, fiance. nor d > ee ( 
company are several! turntable fre he parents » Lo oO! yr the 
hr pecial wires to tne nt! guest her Saudreville chate 
spots, after a coin is dropped, con- | 200 orphans evacuated from Pz 
tact is made through a special con-| She w; stymied at the French- 
trol board The girl on duty asks Spanish border and communications 
what selection thev desire eard we e as badly off as transp 
After the customer tells the opera-| she found Near-future plans it 
tor on duty, she, in turn, in @ mat-/ cluded a jump to Charlottesville 
ter of seconds, plugs in a turntable, Va.. for Paramount's ‘Virginia Im- 
and plays the recording mrediate plan: ‘a bath.’ 
At the present time there are 30 Author 
spots which have installed ‘Teletone Dial Press announces  publica- 
with orders for 200 additional spots tion Aug. 5 of a book about “The 
already on file. Night spots claim} Men Who Betrayed France.’ by one 
that biz has jumped between 15 to} Andre .Simone, an admitted pen 
1259 and that intake on the phono- name. The announcement hinted 
graph machines has risen from 50'that the writer was a former Paris 
to 300%. editor now in this country. Reports 
With this new method operators at the airport had it that the author 
can give their patron a wider variety was Leon Cotnearano, editor of 
of selections. as most machines can’ Paris’ Le Figaro and president of 
only hold 20 recordings. Local group the Coty perfume house, but 
at the present time is offer confirmation was availabie Ci: 
patrons 2.500 different ones nearano came in by Clipper f 
There are 24 women working be- night ago 
tween 8 a.m. an 3 e2.m. supplying Foster 
the demands of the musical-mindea Such diverse stars of show biz ¢ 
patrons of these night spots. Sallv Rand and Helen Haves s 


Showfolk On Airliners 


Continued from page 2 


N. Y.,| 


/'cludes seven young brothers. 








they would like to be _ fcster- 
mothers for evacuated kids from 
Britain as they reached LaGuardia 
Field. The legit star came in from 
Chicago by TWA stratoliner and 
Said she expects to have a British 
woman and her son as guests at the 
Nyack farm for the duration, and 
that she was arranging to bring 6 
youngsters over for shelter with 
British film folk in the States. 

‘I'd like to have as many as there 
is room for on my orange grove in 
Glendore, California, about eight or 
10,’ said the fan dancer after she 
alighted from a United Mainliner 
from Chicago. 

A reporter inquired how she 
would reply to criticism on the basis 
that her ‘art’ might impair her 
status as a foster-mother. Sally 
delivered a 4-minute lecture’ on 
choreography and wound up by saev- 
ing sHe considered herself ‘an ideal 
foster-mother’ largely because she is 
the mainstay of her family that in- 
She 
said she had no hopes of getting 
children from the war areas padq, 
though, because friends in Chicagc 
had told her they had been unable 
to. 

Sally came to town to open her 
roadshow, with plenty legs and 22 
trained dogs, at the Park Centra) 
hotel tonight (Wed.) for ll- 


anh 


_week stay. 
of the | 


Irene Rich left for Chicago on e 
TWA liner Thursday, and after « 


business session in the afternoon, 
jumped abord the sTWAtoliner that 
night and continued on to the 
Coast. 

Alec Templeton, leaning heavily 


on the arm of Ware, his traveling 
companion, went out to San Fran- 
cisco Friday morning on a United 
ship. 

Walter Marshall, of the Mirror 
(the ex-Tony Mayfair) skipped 
ocean liners for airliners twice lest 


week, the Mrs. Willkie departure 
and the M. Carroll arrival. To e 
favored few he handed match cards 
plugging his new restaurant, ‘City 
Room,’-on East 45th street. 

Lost in the rush of M. Carro)] and 
Archduke Otto of Hapsburg at the 
marine terminal were Ralph J. 
Paine, Jr.. and Andrew Heiske]l, both 
of the Life-Time-Fortune staff in 


Paris; also the Paris Fox Movietone 
gang, Arthur de Titta, Russel] Muth 
and Herman Blumenfeld. Mrs. De 
Titta brought in a pet canary, ‘Coco,’ 
and indignantly denied the bird was 
a guinea pig to warn of poison gas 


or anything but the ‘darlingest pet 


in the world.” The bird cost 5c 
to transport, and copped the honor 
of first canary to fly the Atlantic. 


It took the crown moodily, without 
a chirp. 


Lux 
Sanford H. Barnett, youthful 4di- 
rector of the Lux radio theatre in 
Hollywood, arrived from the Golde: 


State via United last Wednesday. He 


plans to rest most of his summer 
vacation from radio, but already 
plans to bring Vivien Leigh anc 


Lawrence Olivier to the mikes nex 





fall in ‘Rebecca.’ He said Hele 
Hayes, who played in the f 
broadcast of the season two weeks 
ago, handed her check over to the 
Red Cross intact. Straight dram: 
will be the fare on the Lux shov 
next year, aid Barnett He’, like 
to bag Jack Benny and Bob Hope 
for a couple of dramas, but that’s 
‘pretty indefinite,’ he said. 
High 

Two days after smashing trans- 
port plane speed records on the 
dash from Pacific to Atlantie, the 
sTWAtoliner should have been dull 
news the way Big Stories dwindle 
to squibs these hectic day Buti it 
nade the grade, With David ¢ 
Seiznick and his two young se 
aboard, tne SubDstratospnere a 
cruised through a snowstorm 1 
lasied two minutes over Clevelan 
On the ground the mercury hii 90: 

it the passengers were at 12.60( 
feet 

o 
Aching Dogs 
a Continued from page |} 
dune town, Andrews, gerbed il 
wine-red Pilgrim costume, toppec 
off by flowing cape, posed for ebout 
100 candid-dates. 

Provincetown is Jast New England 
community to keep Town Crier tra- 
dition alive. Spiels are both susiain- 
j nd commercial—community ac- 

ties and merchants’ specials. Ane 

ews has been living in Hyde Park. 
Mass., since his last legit role, thai of 
Linco!tn’s mentor in grammar in ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois” Been an ector 
for 50 years. He's a native of New 
Bedford. Mass 
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“Lux Soap Active-Lather 
Facials make me sure 
about my skin” 


ERE’S A TIP from a Hollywood star as 
lovely as she is famous! Beautiful 
Joan Crawford uses a complexion care she 
can be sure about—ACTIVE-LATHER FA- 
CIALS with gentle Lux Toilet Soap. The rich, 
ACTIVE lather of this fine white soap re- 
moves dust, dirt and stale cosmetics thor- 
oughly, leaves your skin feeling exquisitely 
soft and smooth—looking so fresh! 


CRAWFORD 


Get 3 cakes of the beauty soap of the stars 
and begin your daily ACTIVE-LATHER FA- 
CIALS. Depend on them for a quick beauty 
pick-up during the day— ALWAYS as a com- 
plexion care before you go to bed. You’ll love 
the wonderful, protecting care Lux Toilet 
Soap gives your skin. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 


° SSG” | 


Now Showing Locally 
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§ Take Hollywood's tip: Try x 
 ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS for 30 days 


























FIRST PAT Diy RINSE WITH WARM Ne | 
ACTIVE LATHER bi / | WATER_THEN COOL. | =.<'\\\ 
ee “is, ACTIVE LATHER DOES ) 357 < 


YOUR SKIN . A THOROUGH JOB 











( now PAT THE FACE 

DRY. IT FEELS SOFTER_ 

SMOOTHER.SEE HOW 
FRESH IT J 

* LOOKS e 


























